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Tmckenhamy May 27, 1727. 

The papers that compoee the fii*8t of these yolumes 
irere printed about sixteen years ago, to which there 
are now added two or three small tracts ; and the verses 
are transferred into a voluaie apart, with the addition 
of such others as we. since have written. The second 
(and perhaps a third) will consist of several small trea* 
tises in prose, in which a friend or two is concerned 
with us. 

Having both of us been extremely ill treated by some 
booksellers) (especially one Edmund Curll,f) it was our 
opinion that the best method we could take for justify- 
ing ourselves, would be to publish whatever loose pa- 
pen^ in prose and verse, we have formerly written, 
not only such as have already stolen into the worl^ 
(very much to our regret, and perhaps very little to 
our credit) but such as in any probability hereafter 
may run the same fate ; having been obtained from us 
by the importunity, and divulged by the indiscretion ot 
friends, although restrained by promises, which few of 
them are ever known to observe, and often think they 
make us a compliment in breaking. 

But the consequences have been still worse : we have 
been entitled, and have had our names prefixed at 
lengtli» to whole volumes of mean productions, equally 

* This queraloos and apologetical prefeice, Dr. Jobnsoa Vo^tba^qi^^ 
waa written bj Mr, Pope* N, 
f fke two of tike tncU in tbe present volume. I^ • 
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oflcmdve to good niauners aud good sense, wliicli ue 
never saw nor lieard of till they appeared iu print. 

For a forgery in setting a false name to a writing, 
which may prejudice aootherV fortune, the law punishes 
the offender with the loss of his ears; but has inflicted 
no adequate penalty for such as prejudice another's 
reputation in doing the same thing in print; though 
all and every individual book, so sold under a false 
name, are manifestly so many several and multiplied 
forgeries. 

Indeed, we hoped, that the good nature, or at least 
the good judgment of the world, would have cleared ub 
from the imputation of such things, as bad been thus 
charged upon us by the malice of enemies, the want of 
judgment of friends, the unconcern of indifferent persons, 
and the confident assertions of booksellers. 

We are ashamed to find so ill a taste prevail, as to 
make it a necessary work to do thb justice to ourselves. 
It is very possible for any author to write below himself; 
either his subject not proving so fruitful, or fitted for 
him, as he at firat imagined ; or his health, or his hu- 
mour, or the present disposition of his min^, unqualify- 
ing him at that juncture : however, if he possessed any 
distinguishing marks of style, or peculiarity of think- 
ing, there would remain in his least successful writings 
some few tokens, whereby persons of taste might disco- 
ver him. 

But, since it hath otherwise fallen out, we think we 
have sufficiently paid for our want of prudence, and de- 
termine for the future to be less communicative : or ra- 
ther, baring done with such amusements, we are resolved 
to give up what we cannot fairly disown, to the severity 
of critics, the malice of personal enemies, and the indul- 
gence of friends^ 
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We are sorry for the satire ioterspersed in some of 
these pieces upon a few people, from whom the highest 
provocations have been received, and who, by their con- 
duct since, have sliown, that they have not yet forgivea 
U8 the wrong they did. It is a very unlucky circum- 
stance to be obliged to retaliate the injuries of such au- 
thors, whose works are so soon for<;otten, that we are in 
danger already of appearing the first aggressors. It is 
to be lamented, that Virgi! let pass a line, which told 
posterity he had two enemies called Bavins and Mxvius. 
The wisest way is not once to name them, but (as the 
madman advised the gentleman, who told him he wore 
a sword to kill his enemies) 4o let them alone and they 
will die of themselves. And according to this rule we 
have acted throughout all those writings, which we de- 
signed for the press: but in thc^e, ihc publication 
whereof was not owing to our folly, but that of others, 
the omission of the names was not in our power. A t the 
worst, we can only give them that liberty now for 
something, which they have so many years exercised 
for nothing, of railing and scribbling against us. And 
it is some commendation, that we have not done it all 
this wliile, but avoided p!iblic1y to characterise any per- 
son witliout long experience. M>num premattcr in an- 
ntim is a good nde for all writers of characters ; because 
it may happen to those, who vent praise or censure too 
precipitately, as it did to an eminent English poet, who 
celebrated a young nobleman for erecting Dryden's 
monument upon a promise, which his lordship forgot, till 
it was done by another. 

In regard to two persons only, we wish our raillery, 
tjioiigfa ever so teuder, or resentment, though ever so just, 
had not been indulged. We speak of Shr John Van- 
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briigh,*= who was a man of wit, aod of honom'; aod of 
Mr. Addi80D,f whose name deserves all respect from 
every lover of learniDv. 

We cannot deny (and [yerhaps most writers of our 
kind have been in the same circumstances; that in seve- 
ral parts of our lives, and according to the dispositions 
we were in, we have written sotne things, which we may 
wish never to have thought on. Some sallies of levity 
ought to be imputed to youth, (tfupposed iu diarity, as it 
was in truth, to be the time in which we wrote them) 
others to the gaiety of our minds at certain junctures 
comn)on to all men. The publishing of these, which we 
cannot disown, and without our consent, is, I think, a 
greater injury, thau tiiat of ascribing to us the most stu- 
pid pj'oductions, which we can wholly deny. 

This has been usually practised iu other countries, 
after a man's decease ; which, iu a great measure, He- 
counts for tliat manifest inequality found iu the works of 
the best authors ; the collectoi's only considering, that so 
many more sheets raise the price of the book ; and the 
greatest fame a writer is in possession of, the more of 
such trash he may bear to have tacked to him. Thus 
it is apparently the editors interest to insert what the 
author's judgment had rejected; and care is alwaya 
taken to intersperse these additions in such a manner, 
that scarce any book of consequence can be bought, 
without purchasing something unworthy of the author 
along with it. 

But in our own country it is still worse: those very 
booksellers, who have supported Uiemselves upon an 
author's fame while he lived, have done their utmost 
after his death to lessen it by such practices; eveu a 
man's last will «is not secure from being exposed in 

* See the tenth volume of (hie edition. T^. 
/ ^-ee tke Fragn^eot of a Satire, ia Vol. XXIV, "^l. 
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print; wbereby his most particular regards, and evea 
his djiDg tendernesses, are laid open. It has beca 
bumoTouslj said, that some have fished the very jakes 
for papers led there by men of wit : but it is no jest 
to affirm, that the cabinets of the sick, and the closets 
of the dead, have been broke open and ransacked to 
publish our pnvatc letters, and divulge to all man- 
kind the most secret sentiments and intercourse of 
fricndbhip. Nay, these fellows are arrived to that 
height of impudence, that, when the author has publlcljf 
disowued a spurious piece, they have disputed his owu 
name witli him in printed advertisements ; which has 
been practised to Mr. Congreve nud Mr. Prior. ^ 

We are therefore compelled, in respect to truth, ta 
submit to a very great hardship ; to own such pieces, as 
in our fitrSctcr judgments we would have suppressed for 
ever: we are obliged to confess, that lliis whole collec- 
tion, in a manner, consists of what we not only thought 
unlikely to reach the future, but unworthy even of the 
present age; uot our studies, but our follies; not our 
works, but our idlenesses. 

Some comfort, however, it is, that all of them are in- 
Bocent, and most of them, slight as they are, had yet a 
moral tendency ; either to soften the virulence of parties 
against each other; or to laugh out of countenance some 
vice or folly of the time; or to discredit the impositions 
of quacks and false pretenders to science ; or to humble 
the arrogance of the ill-natured and envious; in a word, 
to lessen the vanity, and promote the good humour of 
mankind. 

Such as they are, we must in truth confess, they are 
ours, and others should in justice believe, they are all 
that are ours. If any thing else has been printed, in 
which we jealJy had any hand, it is e\\\\e\ iwV^^'cx^^'^ 
imperfect, or loaded with spuriouB m\A\V\oi\^ V wc«v^n:vwnr» 
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even irith iosertions oi men's names, which we oe? ^/' 
jneant, and for whom we have an esteem and r^^ 
spect. Eyep those pieces, in which we are least ior 
jured, have never before been printed from the true 
ipopies, or with any tolerable degree of correctness. 
We declare, that this collection contains every piece, 
which in the idlest humour we have written; not 
only such, as came under our review or correction ; 
but many others, which, however unfinished, are not 
now in our power to suppress. Whatsoever was in our 
own possession at the publishing hereof, or of which no 
copy was gone abroad, we have actually destroyed, to 
prevent all possibiHty of the like treatment. 

These volumes likewise will contain all the papers, 
wherein we have casually had any share ; particularly 
those written in conjunction with our friend% Dr. Ar« 
buthuot and Mr. Gay ; and lastly, all this sort composed 
singly by either of those hands. The reader is there- 
fore desired to do the same justice to these our 
friends, as to us; and to be assured that all the 
things, called our Miscellanies (except the works of 
Alexander Pope, published by B. Lintot, in quarto and 
folio, in 1 7 1 7 ; thoee of Mr. Gay, by J. Tonson, in quar- 
%o^ in 1720 ; and as many of these Miscellanies as have 
been formerly printed by Beiij. Tooke) are absolutely 
spurious, and without our consent imposed upon the 
public. JOJNTATH. SWIFT, 

ALEX, POPE. 
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ADVEftTISEMEJSTT TO A FOURTH 
VOLUME. 1729. 



Ov tke following Tolunie. we need ouly say, that it 
contdns the remainder of those Miscellaneous Pieces, 
irfakh were'io some sort promised in the preface to the 
fatter volumes, or which have been written since. The 
VmtH are paged separately, that they may be added to 
that volume, which wholly consbts of Yerse, and the 
Tnatise of the Bathos placed in their stead in this. The 
leader may he assured no other Edition is either genu- 
ioe or complete, and that they are all the things of thb 
iiod irhich will ever be printed by the same hands. 
There are io this volume, as in the former, one or two 
amall pieces by other hands. 
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE FIFTH AND 
SIXTH VOLUMES. 1736. 



As roost of this Autlior's WritiDg» have been already 
published in '' The Drapier^s Lettei^" *' GulliverV 
Travels," and the fomr volames df ** Miieellanies,'^ 
printed for Messieurs Motte and Giiy ver, it would havie 
been injurious to tlie English buyer, as well as proprie- 
tor, to have reprinted here the Dublin editioQ 9f hi* 
Works. We are tlierefore only to assure both, that .these 
two volumes consist of such pieces as are not in the 
foreroentioned volumes, but, excepting three Taltlen^ 
contain every thing in the Doblia edition besides. 



MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS 



n£FI fiA60T2: 



OK, 



THE ART OF 



SINKING IN POETRY. 



FIRST FUBLISUSD IN 1727. 



The learned Mr. Upton has made an ingenldiu remark on the title 
of this piece: " *Tis pkasaot enoagh to consider how the change of 
a single letter has often kd learned commentators into mistakes ; and 
a n, being accidently altered into a B, in a Greek Rhetorician, gave 
occasion to one of the best pieces of satire that was ever written in 
the English language, vis. IIEPI B AeOTZ; a treatise concerning the 
Art of Sinking in Poetry. The blunder I mean is in the second section 
ofLonginus: £1 E2TIN T¥OrX TIZ H BA60T2 TBXNH» 
instead of IIAeOTS j a most ridiculous blunder, which has occasion- 
ed as ridiculous criticisms.** Observations on Shakspeare , p. 256. 

M. De Larchet, the translator of Herodotus, gave a French trans- 
lation also of this Life of Scriblerus. ft is easy to imagine that the 
humour has evaporated in a French translation. 

The blunder relating to the word irctBitff reminds one of a most 
egr^ous mistake of Rapin the critic, whose knowledge of Greek has 
been much questioned. Relating a story of Euphranor the painter, 
he says, " Apion has related it.** Having read the story in Eusta^ 
tkius; who says, 0tv/»v fy^«4'<i' > which meant, that Euphranor, 
hearing a description of Jupiter read in Homer, ** went away and 
painted it.** Da. Wabtvi^ 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



When ^ The Art of Siokiog io Poetry" iras insert- 
ed in the '' MificeUanies" published io 1 727, it wai 
accompanied by the following note : ^ Martinus Scbib- 
LKRU8, though of German extraction, was born in Eng- 
land. See his Life and Memoirs, which will shortly be 
published." 

From whatever cause the delay arose, those '' Me* 
moirs" were not given to the public till the year 
1740, when Dr. Arbuthnot had been five years dead, 
and the faculties of Dr. Swift were rapidly declin- 
. ing; and even then one book alone was produced; 
a considerable part of which was undoubtedly the 
production of Arbuthnot, though in other parts the 
inimitable pen of the Dean is undoubtedly to' be 
traced. 

But on this head we shall transcribe the seotimeuts 
of successive commentators. 

*' Mr. Pope, Dr. Arbuthnot, and Dr. Swift, in con- 
junction, formed the project of a satire on the abuses of 
human learning; and, to make it the better received, 
proposed to execute it in the manner of Cervantes (the 
original author of this species of satire) under a conti- 
nued narrative of feigned adventures. They had ob- 
served that those abuses still kept their ground against 
all that tlie ablest and gravest authors could «»:^ V.<(^ 
discredit them ; they concluded, iheretovt, V\\^ \o\^^ ^1 
ridicule was warning (o quicketi ll\c\r AV6eci<te^ vcv^ 
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ridicule was liere in its place, when the abuses had 
beeu already detected by sober reasoning; and truth 
in no danger to suffer bj the premature use of so pow- 
erful an instrument. But the separation of our au- 
thor and his friends, which soon after happened, with 
the death of one, and the infirmities of the other, 
put a final period to their design, when they had 
only drawn out an imperfect essay towards it, under 
the title of The First Book of the Memoirs of Scri- 
blerus. 

Moral satire* never lost more than in the defeat of 
this project; in the execution of which, each of this 
illustrious triumvirate would have found exercise for 
his own peculiar talent; beside constant employment 
for those they all had in common. Dr. Arbuthnot 
was skilled in every thing which related to science f 
Mr. Pope was a master in the' fine arts ; and Dr. Swifl 
excelled in the knowledge of the world. Wit they all 
had in equal measure, and in a measure so large, 
that no age perhaps ever produced three men, to 
whom Nature had more bountifully bestowed it, or 
in whom Art had brought it to higher perfection." 
Bp. Warburton. 

** The Memoirs of Scrihlerus extend only to the 
first book of a work projected in concert by Pope, 
Swift, and Arbuthnot, who used to meet in the time 
of Queen Anne, and denominated themselves the Scrih- 
lerus Club. Their purpose was to censure the abuses 
of learning by a fictitious life of an infatuated scholar. 
They were dispersed ; the design was never completed ; 
and Warburton laments its miscarriage, as an event 

* In tbe early editions this was politt letters. N. 
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yeiy disastrous to polite letters. If the whole may be 
estiioated by this specimeo, which seems to be the pro- 
duction of Arbutlmot, with a few touches perhaps by 
Pope, the waot of more will not be much lamented ; for 
the follies which the wiiter ridicules are so little 
practised, that they are not koown ; nor can the satire 
be understood but by the learned: he raises phan- 
toms of absurdity, and then drives them away; he 
cares diseases that were never felt. For this reason 
this joint production of three great writei? has never 
obtained any notice from mankind ; it has been little 
read, or when read it has been forgotten, as no man 
could be wiser, better, or merrier, by remembering it 
The design cannot boast of much originality ; for, be- 
side its general resemblance to Don Quixote, there 
Hid be found in it particular imitations of the His- 
tory of Mr. Ouffle. Swift carried so much of it into 
Ireland as supplied him with hints for bis Travels f 
and with these the world might have been content- 
ed, though the rest had been suppressed." Dr. John- 
son. 

" The life of the solemn and absurd pedant. Dr. 
Scriblerus, of which Johnson speaks too cootemptur 
ously, and says it is taken from the History of Ouffle^ 
is the only true and genuine imitation we have in our 
language of the serious and pompous manner of Cervan- 
tes ; for it is not easy to say, why Fielding should call 
big Joseph Andrews, excellent as it is, an imitation of 
his manner. Don Quixote is in tnith the most original 
and unrivalled work of modern times. The great art 
ef Cervantes consists in having painted his mad hero 
irith such a number of amiable qualities, as to make 
it impossible for us totally to despise him. Tb\& V\^^ 



16 ADy£RTIS£M£NT TO TH£ ART 

and Bhade ia drawiug characlers shows the master. 
It is thus AddisoD has represented his Sir Roger, and 
Shakspeare his FalstafE How great must be the 
oative force of Cervantes' humour, when it can be 
embellished by readers, even unacquainted with Spa- 
nish manners, with the institution of chivahry, and 
with the many passages of old romances and Italian 
poems, to which it pei-petually alludes. There are 
three or four celebrated works that bear a great re- 
semblance, and have a turn of satire similar to that of 
these Memoirs ; The Barbon of Balsac ; The Life of 
Montmaur, by Menage and others ; the Chef d'Oenvre 
d'un loconuu of Mathanase ; and La Chailatanerie des 
Sevans of Menken. 

'' Whatever may be determined of other parts of 
these Memoirs, yet the fifth, sixth, seveoth, eighth, 
tenth, and twelfth chapters, appear to be the produc- 
tion of Arbuthuot -, as they contain allusions to many 
remote and uncommon parts of learning and science, 
with which we cannot imagine Pope to have been 
much acquainted, and which lay out of the reach and 
course of his reading. The rich vein of humour, 
which, like a vein of mercury, runs through theite 
Memoirs, is much heigh teno<I and increased by the 
great variety of learning which they contain. It is 
a fact in literary history worth observing, and which 
deserves to be more attended to tlian I think it usu- 
ally is, that the chief of those who have excelled in 
exquisite works of art and humour, have at the same 
time been men of extensive learning. We may in- 
stance in Lucian, Cervantes, Q,uevedo, Rabelais, Ar- 
buthuot, Fielding, and Butler above all ; for no woi k 
in our language contains more learning than Hudibras.^ 
Dr. Wabton. 
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That tbe reader maj form his own judgment of theie 
Mem<Mn, the Introduction originally prefixed to them 
shall be copied at large, and the contents of the several 
chapten; referring for further particulars to the Works 
of Mr. Pope, as published respectively by Bp. Warbur- 
loo and Dr. WaVton. 
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mTRODUCTION TO THE MEMOIRS OF 

SCRIBLERUS. . 



In the rei^n of Q,ueen Anoe (which, notwithstanding 
those happj times which succeeded, every Euglishmao 
may remember) thou may'st possibly, gentle reader, bare 
seen a certain venerable person who fi^equented the out- 
side of the palace of St. Jameses, and who, by the 
gravity of his deportment and habit, was generally taken 
for a decayed gentleman of Spain. His stature was 
tall, his visage long, his complexion olive, his brows 
"were black and even, his eyes hollow yet piercing, his 
nose inclined to aquiline, his beard neglected and mixed 
with grey : all this contributed to spread a solemn melan- 
choly over his countenance. Pythagoras was not more 
silent, Fyrrho more motionless, nor Zeno more austere. 
Hb wig was black and smooth as the plumes of a raveo, 
and hung as straight as the hah* of a river god rising 
from the water. His cloak so completely covered his^ 
whole person, that whether or no he had any other 
clothes (much less any linen) under it, I shall not say; 
but his sword appeared a full yard behind him, and 
his manner of wearing it was eo stiff, that it seemed 
grown to his thigh. His whole figiu'e was so utterly 
unlike any thing of this world, that it was not natural 
for any man to ask him a question without blessing 
himself first. Those who never saw a Jesuit, took him 
for one, and others believed him some high priest of the 
Jewg, 
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But under this macerated form was concealed a mind 
replete with pcionce, burDin«: with a zeal of benefiting 
his fellow creatures, and filled with an honest conscious 
pride, mixed with a scorn of doing or sufiering the 
least thing beneath the di^rintj of a philosoplier. Ac- 
cordioglj he had a soul that would not let him accept 
of any oiTers of charity, at the same time that his bodj 
seemed but too much to require it. His lodging wai 
in a small chamber up four pair of staiv, where be re- 
gularly paid for what he had when he eat or drank; 
and he was often observed wholiy to abstain from both. 
Qe declined speaking to any one, except the queen or 
her first minister, to whom he attempted to make some 
applications; but his real business or intentions were 
tttterlj unknown to all men. Tims much is certain, 
that he was obnoxious to the queen^s ministry; wh*^ 
either out of jealousy or envy, had him spirited away, 
and carried abroad as a dangerous person, without any 
regard to the known laws of the kingdom. 

One day, as this gentleman was walking about dinner 
time alone in the Mall, it happened that a manuscript 
dropt from under his cloak, w^ich my servant picked 
op, and brought to me. It Was written in the Latin 
tongue, and contained many most profoun<l secrets, la 
in unusual turn of reasoning and style. The first leaf 
WW inscribed with these words, CodicilluSy sen Liber 
MtnwriaUs^ Martini Scribferi. The book was of so 
wonderful a nature, that it is incredible what a desire I 
conceived that moment to be acquainted with the author, 
who I clearly conceived was some great philosopher ia 
diiguisc. I several times endeavoured to speak to him, 
which he as ofien industriously avoided. At length I 
found an opportunity (as he stood under the piazzi by 
the dancing-room in St. James's) to acqumV \i\vti V(\ >\\^ 
Jj^iin toogiie, that bis manuscript was faWeti \wV.o ^^ 
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hands; and saying tliM» I presented it to him, ivith great 
eacoiDiuros on the learned author. Hereupon he took 
me aside, surveyed me over with a fixt attention, aad 
opening the clasps of the parchment cover, spoke (to my 
great surprise) in English, as follows : 

" Courteous stranger, whoever thou art, I embrace 
thee as my best friend ; for cither the stars and my art 
are deceitful, or the destined time is come which is to 
manifest Martik^s Scriblerus to the world, and thoa 
tlie person choseik by fate foi* this task. What thou seeit 
in me is a body exhausted by the labours of the mind. 
I have found in Dame Nature not indeed an unkind, but 
aver}' coy mistress: watchful nights, anxious days, slen- 
der meals, and endless labours, must be the lot of all who 
pursue her through her labyriuths and meanders. My 
first vital air 1 drew in this island (a soil fruitful of phi- 
losophers) but my complexion is become adust, and my 
body arid, by visiting lauds (as the poet has it) alio sub 
soU ciUentes. I have, through my w^hote life, passed 
under several disguises and unknown names, to screen 
myself from the envy and malice which mankind express 
against those who are po^essed of the Arcoftum Ma^ 
num. But at present I iin forced to take sanctuary ia 
the British court, to avoid the revenge of a cruel 
Spaniard, who has pursued me almost through the whole 
terraqueous globe. Being about four years ago io the 
city of Madrid, in quest of natural knowledge, I was in- 
formed of a lady who was marked with a pomegranate 
upon the inside of her right thigh, which blossomed, and, 
ai it were, seemed to ripen in the due season. Forth-* 
with was I possessed with an insatiable curiosity to view 
this wonderful phenomenon. I felt the ardour of my 
passion increase as the season advanced, till, in the 
month of July, I could no longer contain. I bribed her 
dueaaa, was admitted to the balls ««w Vvex u\x<L\eened) 
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auil the wonder displayed. This was soon after disco- 
Tcred by the husband, irho finding some letters I had 
writteo to the duenna, containing expressions of a doubt- 
ful meaDing, suspected me of a crime most alien from 
the purity of my thoughts.. Incontinently, I left Ma- 
drid by the advice of friends, have been pursued, dog- 
ged, and waylaid through several nations, and even now 
scarce tliink myself secure within the sacred walls of 
this palace. It has been my good fortune to have seen 
all the grand phenomena of nature, excepting an earth- 
quake, which I waited for in Naples three years in vain ; 
and now, by means of some British ship (whose colours 
DO Spaniard dare approach"*) I impatiently expect a safe 
paasage to Jamaica, for that benefit. To thee, my 
frieiid, whom Fate has marked for my His^toriographer, 
I leave theae my Commentaries, and others of my works. 
No more — be faithful and impartial." 

He 8000 after performed his promise, and left me the 
Commentaries, giving me also further lights by many 
conferences ; when he was unfortunately snatched away 
(as I before related) by the jealousy of the queen^s 
ministry. 

Though I was thus, to my eternal grief, deprived of 
his conversation, he has for some years continued his 
correspondeucey and communicated to me many of his 
prqjectfl for the benefit of mankind. He sent me some 
of his writings, and recommended to my care the reco- 
I veiy of others^ straggling about the world, and assumed 
by other men. The last time I heard fi:om him was on 
oeeanoD of his strictures on the Dunciad : since when, 
Kveral years being elapsed, I have reason to believe 
this excellent person is either dead, or carried by his 
yAemeot thirst of knowledge into some remote, or per- 

* TUi marks the time whea the istrodaction was WT\\Xienx. Vf ^^- 
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haps undiicovered region of the world. Id eit 
I think it a debt do lonfcer to be delayed, to re^ 
I know of this prodigy of science, and to give 1 
rj of his life, and of his extensive merits to n 
in whicli, I dare promise the reader, that whe 
begins to tliink any one chapter dull, the styi€ 
ittmediately changed in the next. 



(23) 

CONTENTS OF THE MEMOIRS OF 
SCRIBLERUS. 

Cbip. 

1. Of the parentage and familj of Scriblenit, how he 

was begot, what care was takeo of him before he 
was bom, and what prodigies attended his birth. 

2. The speech of Amelius over his son, at the hour of 

his birth.^ 

3. Showing what befell the Dodar'a son and his shield* 

on the day of the christening. 

4. Of the suction and nutrition of the great Scriblerus 

in his infancy, and of the first rudiments of his 
i earning. 

5. A dissertation upon plajthings.t 

& Of the gymnastics; in what exercises Martinus was 
educated ; something concerning music ; and what 
sort of a man his uncle was. 

7. Rhethoric, Logic, Metaphysics. 

8. Anatomy. 

9. How Martinus became a great aritic.| 

10. Of Martinus' uncommon practice of physic; and 
how he applied himself to the diseases of the times. 

* Most happily copied by Sterne that true disciple of Swift. 

Dr. Wabtok. 

f Dr. Arbuthnot used to say, that notwithstandiug all the boasts of 
the safe conveyance of tradition, it was no where preserved pure and 
iacormpt but among schoolboys, whose games and plays are handed 
down faivariably the same, from one generation to another. Dr. 

WliTOK. 

) In this chapter occurs the following passage: ** He resolved to try 
first upon Virgil, Horace, and Terence. The specimen on Virgil he 
has given us. His Terence and Horace are in every body^s hands, 
lader the names of Richard BenUey and Francis Hart.'*'* On which 
Br. Warton observes, ** Sir Isaac Newton, it is said, spoke with much 
contempt (but surely without just grounds) of these two accomplished 
aehdars and critics, for squabbling, as he exprcBied \^ vXmnX ^Xk c^^ 
pigy-book." N, 
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1 1 . The case of a young oobleinao at court, uith the 

Doctor^s prescription for the same. 

12. How Martinus endeavoured to find out the seat of 

the soul, and of hb correspondence iritb the Free- 
thinkers.* 

13. The Double Mistress. 

1 4. This chapter is so paintedly allusive to the Dean, 

that the whole of it shall he inserted. 

* This whole chapter is an iDimitable ridicule on CoUins^s argu- 
■tenti against Clarke, to prove the soul to be only a quality. B^ 
Wabbirton. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

SECESSION OF NARTINU8 ; AND BOME UlNTS Of 
HIS TRAVELS. 

18 in the jear 1699, that Mania set out on his 
.♦ Thou wilt certainly be very curious to know 
Bj were, it b not yet time to inform tliee. But 
Qts I am at liberty to give, I will, 
shah know then, that in his first voyage he was 
by a prosperous storm, to a discovery of tlie re- 
r the ancient Pygnuuan empire, 
in his second, he was as happily shipwrecked 
and of the giants^ now tlie most humane people 
odd. 

in his third voyage, be discovered a whple 
1 of philosophers^ who govern t^ the fnaJQumO' 
!th whose admirable schemes and projects he re- 
benefit his own dear country ; but bad the 
ne to find them rejected l^" the envious minb> 

'ery acutely and justly observed by Mr.^afnbrid^ io the 
o his Scrtbleriad, that it was surprising Mr. Pope shonld 
Sciiblerus so complicated a character ia 1^ represenXs him 
e end of his Memoirs, attribatiDg tolum things quite in* 
e. Nay, such is his lust of loading tbis character, that he 
9ulKver*s Travels to be the Travels of Scriblerus : and this 
toy other pretence, than that Swift had once designed to 
Travels of Scriblerus. What reasons induced him to change 
of humour, to a particular 'grati6cation of his spleen, it is 
present purpose to malce known ; but this is certain, that 
aade so total an alteration in his design, he took care not 
e feature of Scriblerus to his Gulhver. Dr. Wabton, 

ZXIIt. B 
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tcrs of Queen *^nne, and himself sent treacberouslj 
away. 

And hence it is, that in his fourth Toyage he disco- 
vers a vein of melancholy proceeding to almost a dis- 
gust of bis species ; but above all, a mortal detestation 
to the whole flagitious race of ministers, and a final re- 
soUitioD not to give in any memorial to the secretary cf 
state, in order to subject the lands he discovered to the 
crown of Great Britain, 

Now if, by these hints, the reader can help/^imself 
to a farther discovery of the nature and contents of these 
Travels, he is welcome to as much light as they can af- 
ford him ; I am obliged, by all the ties of honour, not 
to speak more openly. 

But if any man shall see such very extraordinaiy 
voyages, into such very extraordinary nations, which 
manifest the most distinguishing marks of a philosopher, 
a politician, and a legislator; and can imagine them to 
belong to a surgeon of a ship, or a captain of a merchant- 
man, let him remain in his ignorance. 

And whoever he be, that shall further observe, in eve- 
ry page of such a book, that cordial love of mankind, 
that inviolable regard to truth, that passion for his dear 
country, and that particular attachment to the excellent 
princess Queen Jinne ; surely that man deserves to be 
pitied, if by all those visible, signs and characters, he 
cannot distinguish and acknowledge the great Scribk- 
rus. 
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Oup. 



15, Of the discoveries and works of the great Scrible- 
ras, made and to be made, 'writtea and to be 
written, known and unknown.* 

* Among the qualifications attributed to Scribleras, ia the foUow- 
nig, particularly appropriate to Swift: ^ In politics, bis writings are 
of a peculiar cast, for the most part ironical, and the drift of them 
often 80 profoand and delicate as to be mistaken by the vulgar. He 
once went so far, as to write a persuasive to people to eat their 
OTO children, which ^as so little understood as to be taken iafll 
part." N. 
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MARTirfUS SCRIBLEKUS 



HEPI BAeOYS. 



€HAP. I, 



INTBODt'CTION. 



Ix bath beeu long (my dear couiitiymca) (he subject 
of my coDCcra and surprise, that whereas DumberlesB 
poets, critics, and orators, have compiled and digested 
the art of ancient poesy, there hath not risen among us 
one pei-son so public-spirited, as to perform the like for 
the modern. Although it is universally known that our 
every way industrious moderns, both in the weight of 
their writings, and is the velocity of their judgments, do 
so infinitely excel the said ancients. 

Nevertheless, too true it is, that while a plain and 
direct road is paved to their v'^^as, oi' sublime ; do track 
has been yet chalked oat to arrive at our |9«la(, or pro- 
found. The Latins, bs they came between the Greeks 
and us, make use of the word qffUuda^ which implies 
equally height and depth. Wherefore, considering, 
with DO small grief^ how many promising geniuses of 
this age are wandering (as I may say) in the dark, with- 
out a guide, I have undertaken this arduous, but neces- 
sary task, to lead them as it were by the hand, and step 
by step, the gentle down-hill* way to the bathos; the 
bottom, the end, the central point, the nan phts uUra^ of 
/me moJera poesy ! When you c^D&i&ex (m^ d^^t ct^un- 
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Hrymeo) the extent, fertility, aod populoiuneflB of our 
lowlands of Faraassug, the flourisbiug state of our trade, 
and the plenty of our meottfaGture ; tl^re are two ie» 
lections, which adninistes great occasion of surprise; 
the one, that all dignities and honours, should be bestow- 
ed upon ihe exceeding few meagre inhabitants of the top 
af the mountain ; the other, that our own nation should 
have arrived to that pitch of greatness it now possesses, 
without any regular system of laws. As to the first, it 
is with great pleasure I have observed of late the gra- 
dual decay of delicacy and refinement among maniiind^ 
who are become too reasonable to require, that we should 
labour widi infinite pains to come up to the taste of these 
ftKNiotBineers, when they without any may condescend' 
jl9 oura. But as we have now an unquestionable majpri- 
ty on our side, I doubt not, but we shaU shortly be able 
(p level the higlilanders, and procure a farther vent for 
im own product, which is already so much relished, en- 
toHraged, and rewarded by tJbe nobiHty and genti^ of 
Great Britain. 

Therefore, to supply our former defect, I purpose tb 
•oHect the scattered rules of our art mto regular insli- 
Mes» froBi the example and practice of the deep genius- 
es of our nation; imitating herein my predecessors, the 
roaster of Alexander, and the seaetaiy of the renown- 
ed Zenobia: and in. this my undertaking I am the more 
animated, ^s I expect more success than has attended 
even those great critics ; since their laws, though they 
might be good, have ever been slaekly executed ; ttod 
their precepts, however strict, obeyed only by fits, and 
by a very small number. 

At the same time I intend to do justice upon our 
neighbours, inhabitants^ of the upper Parnassus ; who 
takiqg BdvaDtage of the rinDg ground, ^le ^\^\»s&l 
throwing^ dowa nibbisb, dirt, and aloaesu^vi^^ "^^^^^ 
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suflferiug as to live in peace. These men, while they 
eojoy tlie crystal stream of Helicon, envy us our com- 
mon water, which, (thank our stars) though it is some- 
what muddy, flows in much greater abundance. !Nor is 
this the greatest injustice, that we have to complain of; 
for, though it is evident that we never made tlie least 
attempt or inroad into their territories, but lived con- 
tented in our native fens ; they have often not only com- 
mitted petty larcenies upon our borders, but driven the 
country, and cairied off at once whole cartloads of our 
manufacture; to reclaim some of which stolen goods is 
part of the design of this treatise. 

For we shall see, in the course of this work, that oor 
greatest adversaries have sometimes descended toward 
us ; and doubtless might now and then have arrived at 
the bathos itself, had it not been for that mistaken opi- 
Dion they all entertained, that the rules of the ancients 
were equally necessary to the moderns; than which 
there cannot be a more grievous error, as will be amply 
proved in the following discourse. 

And indeed when any of these have gone so far, as by 
the light of their own genius to attempt new models, it 
is wonderful to observe, how nearly they have approach- 
ed us in those particular pieces ; though in their others 
ihe^r differed M0 ccdo from ns. 
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CHAP. II. 

THAT THE BATHOS, OR PROFOUND, IS THE NATURAL 
TASTE OF MAN, AND IN PARTICULAR OF THE PRE- 
SENT AGE. 

The taste of the bathos is Implanted by nature itself 
io the soul of man ; till, perverted by custom or exam- 
ple, he is taught, or rather compelled to relish the sub- 
lime. Accordingly, vre see the unprejudiced minds of 
children delight only in such productions, and in such 
images, as our true modern writers set before them. I 
have obseiyed how fast the general taste. is returning to * 
this first simplicity and innocence ; and if the intent of 
all poetry be to divert and instruct, certainly that kind, 
which diverts and instructs the greatest number, is to be 
preferred. Let us look round among the admirers of 
poetry ; we shall find those, who have a taste of the 
sublime, to be very few : but the profound strikes univer- 
sally, and is adapted to every capacity. It is a fruit- 
less undertaking to write for men of a nice and foppish 
gusto, whom, after all, it is almost impossible to please ; 
and it is still more chimerical to write for posterity, of 
whose taste we cannot make any judgment, and whose 
applause we can never enjoy. It must be confessed, our 
wise authors have a present end, 

£t prodesse voluot, et delectare poets. 

Their true design is profit or gain ; in order to acquire 
wliich, it is necessary to procure applause by administer- 
ing pleasure to the reader : from whence it foUo¥(% de^ 
moastrahjjr, that their productions mu«\.)ae %v&V^^\ft^^ 
present state. And I cannot but coi\gc%Vvi\%\fc wx 'W^ 
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00 this peculiar felicity, that though we have made iii^ 
deed great progress iu all other branches of luxuij» we 
are not jet debauched with aoj high relish in poetry, 
but are in this one taste less nice thao our ancestors. 
K an ait is to be estimated by its success, I appeal to 
txperieoce, whether there have not beed, in piopor* 
tion to their number, as many starving good poets as bad^ 
ones? 

Ti'everthelesB, iu making gain the principal end of oor 
art» far be it from me to exclude any great geniusea of 
rank or fortune from diverting themselves this wif. 
They ought to be praised no less than those princes 
who pass their vacant hours in some ingenious mechani- 
cal or manual art. And to such as these it would bo^ 
ingratitude not to own, that our art has been ofiea i||^ 
finitely indebted 



GHAP. Ill, 

THE KBCESSITY 09 THE BATHOS PHYSICALLY COM^ 

DERBD. 

Farthbrhore, it were great cruelty and injosticey. 
IT all such autbcHTs as cannot write in the other way^ 
were prohibited from writing at alL Against this I draw 
an argument from what seems to me an undoubted phy- 
sical maxim ; that poetry is a natural or morbid secre- 
tion from the brain* As I would not suddenly stop a 
cold in the bead, or dry up my neighbour's issue, I 
would as little hinder him from necessary writing. It 
may be affirmed' with great truihj that there is hardly 
any human creature past childhood, but at one time or 
other bsas hadfiome poetical eTacii^\.iois%xi^, i^o ci^^^vi^Tkv 
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wa» mttoU the better for it id bi» health : mo true is the 
fijing, fMuarfnrr poeta. Therefore is the desire o 
vritiDg (woperly termed pruritus the ^ thillation oCthe* 
generative faculty of the brain,'' and the person is said 
to eoneeiv^ : now, such as conceive, must bring fortli. 
I have koowD a man thoughtful, melancholy, and raving 
far diren days, who- forthwith grew wonderfully easy, 
Hgtatsome, and cheerful, upon a discharge of the peccant 
humour In exceeding purulent metre. T9'or can I qties- 
tioa, bat abundance of untimely deaths are occasioned 
ibrwaot of this laudable vent of unruly passions: yea, 
pcrhapfi, in poor wretches (whioh is very lamentable) for 
mere want of pen, ink, and paper ! From hence il foi^ 
lowsi that a suppression of the very worst poetry is of 
dangerous consequence to the $tate. We ftnd by expe* 
rience, that the same humours which vent themselves in 
ainmier in ballads and sonnets^ are condensed by the 
winter's cold into pamphlets acd speeches for and against 
the ministry : nay, I know not, but many times a piece 
of poetry may be the most innocent composition of a mit 
nitter himself. 

It is therefore manifest, that mediocrity ought to be. 
dlowed, yea, indulged, to the good subjectaof England. 
Nor can I conceive ho« the world has swallowed the 
contrary as a maxim, upon the single authority of Ho- 
race.* Why sbouldithe golden mean, and qtMntessence 
of all virtues, be deemed so offensive ia this art? or 
opolnesi or medioerityl)e so amiable a 4{uaUty in a maii, 
and so deiestable in a poet ? 

However^ far.be it from me to compnre these writers 
vi&h tbope g^eatr spirits,, who ai^ born with a vwacki de 
feHuUsWi or (as an English autlwr jB al l g'ir) an " alacri- 
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b2 



- Mediocribos esse po€\\% 
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if of sinking ;''* and who bj strength of nature akme 
can excel. All I mean, is, to evince the necessity of roles 
to these lesser geniusses, as well as the usefulness of tbeo» 
to the greater. 



CHAP. IV. 

THAT THSaE IS AN ART OF THE BATHOS, OR PROFOWHir*. 

We come now to prove, that there is an art of sinkr 
iog in poetry. Is there not an ai*ehitecture of vaults^ 
and cellars, as well as of lofty domes and pyramids?' 
Is there not as much skill and labour in making ditehei^ 
as in raising mounts ? Is there not an art of diving, as 
well as of flying ? and will any sober practitioner affirm^ 
that & diving engine is not of singular use in making him 
longwinded, assisting his descent, and furnishing hio^ 
with more ingenious means of keeping under water ? 

If we search the authors of antiquity, w« shall find 
as few to have been distinguished' in the true profound, as 
in the true sublime. And the very same thing (as it 
appears from Longinus) had been irae^ined of that, as^ 
now of this; namely, that it was- entirely the gift of na* 
ture.. I grant, that to excel in the bathos, a genius is 
requiisite ;. yet the rules of art must be allowed so far 
useful, fits to add weight, or, as I may say, hang on lead" 
to facilitate and enforce oiu* descent, to guide us to the 
mosl advantageous declivities, and habituate our imagi- 
oatioa to a depth of thinking. Many there are that can 
fall, but few can arrive at the felicity of falling grace-^ 

• Spoken by Falstaff of hinuelf in 81iak»peare'» " Merry: WkesOf 
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fntly ; much more for a man, who is among the lowest 
of the creatioo, at the very bottom of the atmosphere; 
tondesceod beneath himself is not so easy a task, uoless 
he calls 10 art to his assistance. It is with the bathos a» 
With stnatl beer,^ which is indeed vapid and insipid, if 
left at large and let abroad ; but being by our nifes con- 
fined and well stppt, nothing grows so frothy, pert, and 
bouncing. 

The sublime of nature is the sky, the sun, moon, stars, 
ike. The' profound of nature is gold, pearlF, precious 
stones, and the treasures of the deep, which are inesti- 
mable as unknown. But all that lies between these, as 
com, flowers, fruits, animals, and things for the mere use 
of man, are of mean price, and so common as not to be 
greatly esteemed by the curious. It being certain that 
toy thing, of which we know the true use, cannot be in- 
vaiiNible : which affords a solution, why common sense 
bath either been totally despised, or held in small re- 
pate, by the greatest modern critics and authors* 



CHAP. V, 

•V THl CRUS OEVnrS FOR THE PROPOUND, AND BY VTHJLt 

IT IS CONSTITUTED. 

Ami> I win venture to lay it down as thtf first maxim, 
ind comer-stone of this our art, that whoever would ex» 
eel theieio, must studiously avoid; detest, and turn big 
head from all the ideas, ways, and workings of that pes- 
tilent foe to wit, and destroyer of fine figures, which i» 

4 

* The MUBBe ffaiJe is repeated in the Dunciadi Dt . \^ MiTQ^r 
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linown hj the name of cmrnn^n- seHse.** His biuideBftv 
must be to contract the true gM de. tranfors ; and to .ac- 
quire a most happjy uncomoioo, .uuaccouatable waj or 

thinkings 

He i9 to consider bimaelf at a groteaque paiDlef, 
nhoee wcnrka would be spMled b^ an imitatioD jof na- 
fure, or uniformity of design. He is to miogle Uta of 
tbe roost various^ or discordaot kinds, landscape, biatMy,. 
portraits, animals ;. aod connect them with.;a great deal; 
of flourishing, by head or tail, aa it shall please his un* 
agination, and contribute to his principal end;, which is^. 
to glare by strong oppositions of colours, and surprise by. 
QNitrariety of images. ^ 

Sfirpeotes svibos gemiaentar, tigribui asBi. Hes. 

His design ought to b6 like, a labyrinth, out of »bkh 
nobody can get clear but himself. And since the great 
art of all poetiy is to mix truth with fiction, in order to 
join the credible with the surprising, our author shall prv-- 
duee the credible, by painting nature in her Jowest sim- 
plicity ; and the surprising, by contradicting common . 
opinion. In^ the very same manner he will affect the 
marvellous; he. wilt draw Achilles with the patience of^ 
Job; a prince talking like a Jack-pudding; a maid of 
hcHiour selling bargains ; . a footman, speaking like a phi- 
losopher ; and a fine gentleman like, a scholar. Who-- 
evier is conversant in modern pl^ys, may make a most 
pobl^ collection of this kind, and at the same time form^ 
i^.complete body of modem ethics and morality. 

* Thiq if tM stroDgfy.ezpressed : directly, and without palliation . 
aiid diifuite, tOT^^onmeiidabiiirdity, it folae writing, and nnnatural . 
to a great deg^reej so alsoiB the beginning of the tenth chapter. 

Dn. Wavvov. 
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IVodiiog seenedmore ptein^to our great autbon^ than 
Aat the world:hath long been. weary of Datucal tbii^ 
How arachtbe coDttaigr are formocl'to please, is OTident 
ftom tlie uttiverBal applause daily given to (be admira- 
ble eotertaiiuiieDts of harlequins aad nagidaos on our 
Blage. When an audience behold a coach turned into a 
wbedbarrow, a coojurer into an old woman, or a maa's 
head where his heela should ba^ how are they struck 
with transport and delight! wbidi can only be imputed 
to this cause, that each, object i& changed iot^rthat whicli 
hath been suggiested to them by their, own low ideea be- 
fore. 

He ought therefore to render himself master, of this 
bappy and anti-natural way of thiaklug, to ^ such a de- 
gree, as to he id^le^ oo^ the appearance of any object, to 
Aurnish his imagination with ideas Infinitely below it. . 
And lib eyes should be like unto the wrong end of a 
penpectimaglasS) by which all the objeetaoltnature are 
knened.. 

For example ; when a true geoifts looks upon the sky,: 
ke immediately catehe84he ^dea.of a piece of blue hit^ 
itriog, or a. child's mantle.. 

The skies,. whose spreading volumes scarce have room, 
Spoo thio, and wove in nature^s finest loom, 
The DeW''b<irfi .world in their soft lap emhraeM, 
And all around their starrj mantle east* 

If he looks upon a tempest, he shall have an image 
of a tumbled bed> and describe a succeeding calm in this- 
amnner;. 

The ocean, jdyed to se&tii(& tempest fled,.. 

New lajrs his waves, and smooths hit ruffled bed.f 

•^Prince Arthur, p. 41, 42. f P. 14. 

If. B. In order to do jostice to these {reat poels^ fSKKt tVbsJ&mA %:t^ 
taiea Crom the bett, Cfce isift^ and ttoetconett «d\\MMtAlS^^'^MifiXv 
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The triumphs and acclamations of the angels at thei 
creation of the universe present to hts imagination " the 
rejoicings on the lord mayor's day;'' and he beholds 
those glorious beings celebrating their Creator, by hi^z*' 
zaing, making illuminations^ and flinging squibs, crack* 
ers, and sky-rockets. 

Glorious illaminfttioDt, itiade on high 
By all the stars and planets of the sl^y. 
In just d^reesy and shining order placed. 
Spectators charmM, and the blest dwellings graced. 
Through all the enlightm'd air swift fire-works flew^ 
IVhich with repeated shouts glad cherubs threw, 
Comets ascended with their sweeping train, 
Then fell in starry showers and glittering rain. 
In air ten thousand meteors biasing hung. 
Which from th* eternal battlements were flung.*' 

If a man, who is violently fond of wit»^ will sacrifice 
to' that passion his friend or his God, ivould it noi be a 
shame, if he who is smit with the love of the bathos^ 
should not sacrifice to it all other transitwy regards ? 
You shall hear a zealous protestant deacon invoke a 
saint, and modestly beseech her to do more for us thao 
Providence. 

Look down, blest saint, with pity then look down, 
Shed on this land thy kinder influence, 
And guide us through the ousts of providence, 
hi which we stray.f 

Neither will he, if a goodly simile come in his way^ 
scruple i- affirm himself an eye-witness of things never 
yet beheld by man, or never in existence f as thus : 

That which we use of Prince Arthur, is in duodecimo, 1714, the loilrthr 
edition revised. P. 
* Piince Arthur, p. 50. 

/ AmkfMC FJulipSf oa the ^x\k ef Ct^tnailkiiy^ 
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Thus have I seeo, io Arabj the blest, 
A phoeaix couch'd opoa her funeral nest* 

But to GODvioce you that oothiDg is so great which a 
manellous geuius, prompted by this laudable zeal, is not 
able to lessen ; hear how the most sublime of all beiogi^ 
is represented in the following images. 

First he is a Painter. 

SometimeB the Lord of Nature, ia the air, 
Spreads forth bis clouds, his saUe canvass, where 
His pencil, dipt in heavenly colour bright. 
Paints hii lair rainbow, charmiog to the sights 

^ow he is a Chemist. 

Th* Alfflighfy Chemist does his work prepare. 
Pours down his waters on the thirsty plain. 
Digests bis lightning, and distils his rain4 

Now he is a Wrestler. 

Me in hit griping arms th* Eternal took, 
And with such mighty force my body shook, 
That the strong grasp my members sorely bruis*d. 
Broke all my bones, and all my sinews loosM.) 

Nov/ a Recruiting Officer. 

For clouds the sunbeams levy fresh supplies, 
Aod raise recruits of vapours, which arise 
Drawn from the seas, to muster in the skies^ 

* Anon. 

f Blackmore, opt. edit. duod. 1716, p. 172. 

The gravity of the solemn pedant Scriblerus is not at all kept up kk 
this piece. His criticisms are not any more in character than the 
Travels of Gulliver, erroneously asserted (o be part of the plan in- 
tended to be pursued by Pope, Arbutanot, and iihrift. No man ever 
attempted so many epic poems as Blackmore ; and few have written 
to many verses, except perhaps Lopea de V^;a, who is said to have 
produced in all 21,316 verses. Da. Wahton. 

X Blackmore, Ps. civ, p. 263. { P. 75. \\ V. \1^. 

Noae of these imageawe more absurd than ^\i«eI>rydA:\i «k^%.| vcl 
the 28M ttaaa ofbiiAanui Mirabiiis, UuJt \htt Mm\^7 \a.nvds 



Now a^peacetble QjhMMJJurvff 

It IcHtiM ofpwce the aei||tenr»did Bgi«e« 
And to maintaiD tliem.€kMl was fuaniitoe.* , 

Tfaen he 4i %& Aitormst. 

And terrible decrees against me writest ^ 
Ood will not be my advocate, , 
My cause to manage or debate.t ' 



In the foUowioc.UoM be b a GouxBBATsa. 

Who the rich metal beats, and Aen with ctfre 
GnlbldB the golden kaves to gild Ihe^telds ofair.t 

Tbea a Fuxlbr. 

-th* exhaling reeks, that secret riae, 



Borne on reboondiag taobeaals thMogh tfaetkies. 
Are thickened, wrought, and whiten*d, till they grow 
A heavenly flte ce i - . 

A MunCMB. e« FACxia. 

Didst thoo one end of alc*i wide cnrtain held, 
. And help the bales of iGther to unfold^- 
Say, which cosn^lean pile was hy t|iy hand onroUM ?$ ; 

I#oked down for some time on the. Bee of Londontat last daps ai 
tingoisher upon it: 

' ** An hollow crystal pyramid he takes - 
In firmamcntal waters dipt above; 
Of it a broad eztingqidier he makes, 
And hoods the flames that to thefa* quarry dwve.**' 
But another pamege in Dryden is carried to a still greater leng 
profiineness and absurdity in his Hind and Panther ; who^npeaks 
of the Creator r 

«* The dbine Maektaiith in Ih* abyss of light, 
Vawakig and leQing with^a careless beat, 
Stmck oot the mote dreation at a beat^ 



Bat he we*k*d hardLtt^ lummer oot our soak, . 
He blew the bellowt, imditlrrM up the coals ; 
Long time he thought) and eoi^ not on % sudden, 
Knead up with imskimmM sdlk this reasoning paddlijj(« 

**mukmor.;p,fO. f|».^. tt.m. \V^^VL \^w^:^ 



And in bis airy oven 



CHAP- ^^• 



^ TBS FBOf O*^*®^ 

""r°d^wa lu^ ^"'"i"; SSe that in.«o. 
,ebave drawn ^j ^^ '^"^ ..,«oeU.y, »«* 

a„eby left toom f« « 



•***' .*^fcook thirty^ ^^"^ 
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praise in inferior kinds. Many painters, who coul 
never hit a nose or an eje, have with felicity copied 
smallpox, or been admirable at a toad or a redherring 
and seldom are we without geniuses for still life, whic 
they can work up and stiffen with incredible accurac; 

A universal genius rises not in an age; but when 1: 
rises, armies rise in him ! he pours forth five or six ep 
poems with greater facility than five or six pages a 
be produced by an elaborate and servile copier after ii 
ture or the ancients. It is affirmed by Quintilian,^ th 
the same genius, which made Germanicus so great a g 
neral, would, with equal application, have made him : 
excellent heroic poet. In like manner, reasoning fro 
the affinity there appears between arts and sciences, 
doubt not, but an active catcher of butterflies, a carel 
and fanciful pattern-drawer, an industrious collector 
shells, a laborious and tuneful bag-piper, or a dilige 
breeder of tame rabbits, might severally excel in thi 
respective parts of the bathos. 

I shall range these confined and less copious genius 
under pr4>per classes, and (the letter to give their p: 
tures to the reader) under the names of animals of soi 
nor! oi' other ; whereby he will be enabled, at the & 
sight of such as shall daily come forth, to know 
what kind to refer, and with what authors to compi 
them.f 

1. The Flying Fishes; these are writers who n< 
and. then rise upon their fims, and fly out of the pi 

* la a fine passage of the tenth book : " Germanicum August 
ab institutis studils deflexit cura terranim ; parumqu^ diis visum 
etse eum maximum poetanim '* • Dr. Warton. 

f This was the chapter which (rave so much oflfence, and exci 

rach Ictid clamours ajvainst our author by his introduction of tl 

jn/tiaj Jetters, which h** in vain asserted were placed at randoin, \ 

mesLut no partieulw writers ; wbich wn^ iio\,\M^vcrf«&« TV^Mb voi 

Jttten caanot now be auUtentlcally fOiM ^v^ Dt . \( lAxva. 
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found; but their wings are soon diy, and they drop down 
to the bottom. G. S. A. H.* C. G. 

2. The Swallows are authors, that aie eternally skim- 
ming and fluttering up and down, but aJl their agility 
M employed to catch flies. L. T. W. P. Lord H. 

3. The Ostriches are such, whose heaviness rarely 
permits them to raise themselves from the ground ; their 
wings are of no use to lift them up, and their motion is 
between flying and walking ; but then they run very 
ilEist. D. F. L. £. the hon. £ H. 

4. The Parrots are they, that repeat auother^s words 
in such a hoarse odd voice, as makes them seem their 
own. W. B. W. S. C. C. the reverend D. D. 

5. The Didappers are authors, that keep themselves 
long out of sight, under water, and come up now and 
then, where you least expected them. L. W. G. D. 
Esq. the hon. Sir W. Y. 

6. The Porpoises are unwieldy and big ; they put all 
their numbers into a great turmoil and tempest, but 
whenever they appear in plain light (which is seldom) 
diey are only shapeless and ugly monsters. I. D. C. 
G.'l. O. 

7. The Frogs are such, as can neither walk nor fly, 
bat can leap and bound to admiration ; they live ge- 
nerally in the bottom of a ditch, and make a great noise, 
whenever they thrust their heads above water. E. W. 
I. M. Esq. T. D. gent; 

* By a letter from Mr. Pope to Aaron Hill, (printed in Ruffhead*! 
Ufe of Pope, p. iS3) it appears that Mr. Hill took these initial letters 
to be meant of himself; ** though every letter in the alphabet*' (Mr. 
fopt says) ** was put in the same manner : and in truth (except tome 
kw) those letters were set at random, to occasion, what they did oc- 
cttioB, the suspicion of bad and jealous writers, of which number I 
enild nerer reckon Mr. Hill, and most of whose names I did wol 
know.*' We are afraid that many of the warmest adDiAter^ ol'tAt* 
f^ wUi b9 iocUocd to dmibt this peremptory asMTVVou. ^ • 
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X The |£elfe are obscure authors, Ihat wrap UiMh 
selves up ia their own mud; but are mighty iiimbKe aod 
port. L. W. L. T. P. M. General C. 

9« The Tortoifiea ane slaw aod efaill, aod like pasliNrsl 
writexBy delight mach io gardens : the7 have Ar the 
most part a fioe embroidered sheil,. and uoderneathit a 
heavy hunp. A. P. W. B. L. K The right hen. £. 
ofS. 

These are the chief characteristics of the bathos, sod 
t)i each of these kinds we have the comfort to be blesisd 
with sundry and manifold choice spirits in this our iBt 
s(nd. 



CHAR VII. 

OF THE PROrOVWS^ WHSN IT CONSISTS IN THE . 

TUOUGHT. 

We have already laid down thepnbeiples, upon wbid 
our author is to proceed, and th^ manner of formiqgUk 
thought by fsuniliariziog.his mind to the lowest objects 
Io which it may be added* that vulgar eoBTcrsallon wll 
ipreatly contribute. There k do questioQ,. but the garze 
or the printer's bey may ofteo be discerned in the com 
podtions made io such scenes andeon^any ^ and tmel 
of Mr. Curll hiniself has been insensibly infused into th 
^orka of his kamed writers. 

The phydcian^ by the study and inspection of mio 
and ordure, approves himself in the science; andio lik 
sort, should our author ac^islon and exercise bia JM 
^D ation upon the dregs of sattnce^ 
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This will rdnder his thoughts ttn]y and fundamental- 
' low,* and carry him many fathorms beyond mediocii- 
r. For, rertainit is (though some lukewarm heads ima- 
ioe the}' may be safe by tem^porizing between tbe ex* 
■eoies) that where there is not a triticalness or medioc- 
ity In the thought, it «ao never be sunk iato (he genuine 
nd perfect bathos by the most elaborate low expression : 
icao, at tnost, be only carefuHy obscured, or metapho- 
ieally debased. But, it is the thought alone that stiikes, 
md gives the whole that spirit, which we admire and 
lare at. For instance, in that ingenious piece on a lady's 
iriaktng the Bath waters : 

She driaks ! «he dtinkb ! behold the matchless dame 1 

To her His water, but to us *Hf flahte : 

Thus fire is w&tex^ water fire by turns. 

And the same stream at once both cools and burns.* 

What can be more ea^ and unaff^ted, tlran the diction 
of these verses f It is the turn of thought alone, and the 
Tariety of imagination, that charm and surprise us. And 
wbeo the same lady goes into the bath, the thought (as 
U ^udee ft ought) goes still deeper : 

VoDoa beheld her, ^midst her crowd of slaves , 
And tlMogbt herself jost risen from the w^res.i 

Boy Bmeb out of the way of commou sense is this re* 
iMiott frf Venus, inH knowing herself from the lady ! 

drihe sane nature is that noble mistake of a frighted 
«ti| in a fuU chase, wlio, saiib theipoett-> 

* it would be impaTdonable iMit to csttsore sath images and ex- 
fMMiuu Dp. WjnfroK. 
^ AdMTfltfonff. 
fldem. 
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. Hears his own feet, and thinks they sound like more ; 
And fears the hind-feet will overtake the fore.* 

« 

So a^toDishio^ as these are, they yield to the follow- 
ing, which is profundity itself. 

None but himself can be his parallel. f 

UDless it may seem borrowed from the thought of that 
master of a show in Smithfield, who writ in large letters 
•f the picture of his elephant, 

This is the greatest elephant in the %rorld, except himself. 

However, our next instance, is certainly an original. 
Speaking of a beautiful infant : 

So fair thou art, that if great Cupid be 
A child, as poets say, sure thou art he. 
Fair Venus would mirtake thee for her own| 
Bid not thy eyes proclaim thee not her son. 
There all the lightnings of thy mother^s shifie, 
And with a fatal brightness kill in thine. 

* Dr. Ridley told Mr. Steevens that Mr. Spence informed him, 
thesp lines were originally in ** Windsor Forest," as Pope had ac- 
Inovrledged to him : and that when Spence liad published the first 
"^rt of his Essay on the Odyssey, Pope immediately introduced him- 
self and entreated for better treatment in the second. Mr. Spence 
also informed Dr. Warton that this passage, and many other ridica- 
lous ones, in this treatise, were quoted from our poet's own early 
pieces, particularly his epic poem, called Alcander. So sensible of its 
Qwn errors and imperfections is a mind truly great. When Voltaire 
^rst brought on the stage his Maria mne, 1722, in which Herod gave 
her a cup of poison, the parterre cried out, ^^ La Reine boit,'* and 
the play was damned. N. 

f Theobald, Double Falsehood. 

It is a little remarkable that this line of Theobald, whieh if 
tho\:^,!>t to be the masterpiece of absurdity, is evidently ci^ied finw 
a line of Senec«t, in the Hercules Purois : 

" Quaeris Alcidae parem, 

IMemo ett dUi Ip oc ^ Ov. WiiToer. 
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First he is Cupid, then he is not Cupid ; first Venus 
would mistake him, then she would not mistake biro ; 
next his ejes are his mother's, and lastly they are not 
his mother's, but his own. 

Another author, describing a poet that shines forth 
amid a circle of critics. 

Thus Phoebus throagh the zodiac takes his way, 
And amid monsters rises into day. 

What a peculiarity is her^ of invention ! The au- 
thor's pencil, like the wand of Circe, turns all into mon- 
sters at a stroke. A g;reat genius . takes things in the 
lamp, without stopping at minute considerations : in 
rain might the ram, the bull, the goat, the lion, the crab, 
the scorpion, the fishes, all stand in its .way, as mere 
natural animals : much more might it be pleaded, that a 
pair of scales, an old man, and two innocent children, 
were no monsters : there were only the centaur and the 
maid, that could be esteeitied out of nature. But what 
of that ? with a boldness peculiar to these daring geni- 
uses, what he found not monsters, he made so. 



CHAP. yiiT. 

or THE PROFOUND, CONSISTING OF THE CIRCUMSTAN- 
CES : AND IN AMPLIFICATION AND FERIPHRASB IN 
GENERAL. 

What in a great measure distinguishes other writers 
from ours, is their choosing and separating such circum- 
stances in a description, as ennoble or elevate the sub- 
ject 
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Tlie cireamstaiices wind) are most natural, are obv 
0118^ fherefere mft aftonfshinj^ or t)ecnlfar : but tb& 
tkat are fai^fetched or unexpected, wiiardtycompadbl 
ivill surprise prodigiously. These therefore we mu 
pAatijpMy hunt otft ^ but above all, preserve a laud 
blc prolixity : presenting the whole and every «ide 
once of the image to view. For, clioice and distinctic 
are not only a curb to the spirit, and Umit the descri 
live faculty, but also lessen the book; which is fr 
'quently the worst consequence of all to our author. 

Job says, in shQrt,be washed his feet in butter ; a cl 
cumstance some poets would have softened, or passe 
over : now bear how this butter is spread out by tl 
:great genius. 

IVith tcSLts distended' with their milky store, 
Such nnmeroos lowing herds before my door, 
Their painftil taurdes to4inload did meet, 
That we with butter might liave washed our feeL*^ 

» 

How cautious and particular ! ^ He had,^' says oi 
*author, " so many herds, #hich herds thrived so we 
and tlit'iving so well gave so much milk, and that mi! 
produced so much butter, that, if he did nol, he mig! 
have washed hb feet in it.^' 

The ensuing descriptioB-of ^Hel) k tie less remarkab 
in the circumstances. 

In flaming heaps the raging ocean rolls, 
Whose livid "waver involve despairing souls ; 
. The liquid burnings dreadftil ^colours shew. 
Some deeply red and others faintly blue.f 

Could the roost mioilte Dutch painter have been ma 

* Blaekmore, Job. p. 13SL 

f Prince Arthur, p. 89- 
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€3Cict ? How ioimitablj- circumstaDtial is this also dt^ 
irip^orse ! 

Hit eyd)alls burn, he bounds the smoking plain. 
And knots of scarlet riband deck his mane.* 

Of certain Cudgel-plaj-ers. 

They brandish high in air their threat'ning staves, 
Their hands a woven guard of osier saves, 
In which tliey fix their hazel weapon's end.f 

Who woald not think the poet had past his whole life 
fetvakes in such laudable diversioBs ? since he teaches 
tt how to hold, nay, how to make a cudgel ! 

Periphrases is another great aid to prolixity f being 

* AnonTmous. t Prince Arthur, p. 197. 

I It is to be lamented that our author himself has furnished too 
many examples of improper Periphrase and Amplification in bis 
aindations of Homer. Of a Tripod set on the fire he says, (Odyssey, 
'). Tiii. :) 

" The flames climb round it with a 'fierce embrace. 
The fuming watets bubble o'er the blaze." 

or a person wearied : 

" Lost in lassitude be all the man ; 

Deprived of voice, of motion, and of breath ; 
The soul scarce waking in the arms Of death.^' 

Of shotting a door, (b. i. ) : 

" The bolt obedient to the silken cord, 
1*0 the strong staplers inmost depth restoiM, 
SecurM the valve." 

')f a sword, (b. viii-): 

** — — Whose blade of brass displays ' 
A ruddy gleam ; whose hilt a silver blaze ; 
Whose ivory sheath, inwrought with curious pride^ 
Adds graceful terror to the wearer's side/* 

The$e, aad a namber of other Hoes tlnit nai^t be aAAft4, «xe \^-' 
^L, kxju. c 
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a diflTused circumlocutory manoer of expressing a kiuMri 
idea, which should be so mjsteriouslj couched, as t< 
give the reader the pleasure of^ guessing what it is tha 
the author cau possibly meao ; and a strange surprise 
when he finds it. 

Tiie poet I last mentioned is incompsurable in thi 
figure. 

A waviog sea of heads was roiiod me spread, 
And still fresh streams the gazing dehige fed.* 

Here is a waving sea of heads, which by a fresh strean 
of heads grows to be a gazing deluge of heads. Toi 
come at last to find, it means a great crowd. 

How pretty and how genteel is the following ! 

Nature's confectioner 

Whose suckets are moist alchemy^ 
The still of his refining mould 
Minting the garden into gold.f 

What is this but a bee gathering honey ? 

Little Syren of the stage, 
Empty warbler, breathing lyre, 
Wanton gale of fond desire. 
Tuneful mischief, vocal spell. | 

stances of the false flori<J and over laboured omarhent, directly coi 
trary to the simplicity and energy of Homer. At the same time 
ought to be observed, that he was betrayed into this turgid, force 
and figurative languaige, by the difficulty of translating Homer in 
rhyme ; for he never falls into this fault in his other works, which a 
remarkable for purity and brevity of style. " C*cst une belle cho 
(says Corneille, with his amiable frankness, in one of his preface 
que de faire vers puissaos et majestueuz ; cette pompe ravit d'onj 
naire les esprits, et pour le moins les 6blouit : mais il fout qoe i 
sujets en fassent naitre les occasions.'* Clitandre, p. 106. Dr. Wa 

TON. 

^ Job. p. 78. t Cleveland. 

/ Ambnae Philips toCussona* 
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Who woiuld think, thb was 0DI7 a poor geQUewoanui^ 
that iuog finely ? 

We may define amplification to be making the nmt 
ef a thought: it is the spinning-wheel of the batlios, 
which draws oat and spreads it into the finest thread. 
There are amplifiers, who can extend half a dozen thia 
thoughts over a whole folio ; but for which, the tale of 
many a vast romance, and the substance of many a fair 
volume, might be redifced to the size of a primer. 

In the book of Job are these words, ** Hast thou 
commanded the morning, and caused the day-spri;*g to 
know his place T' How is this extended by the mostce* 
lebrated amplifier of our age ? 

Canst tboa set forth th* ethereal mines on high, 
Which the refulgent ore of light supply P 
Is the celestial furnace to thee known, 
In which 1 melt the golden metal down ? 
Treasures, from whence I deal out light as fast, 
As all my stars and lavish suns can waste.* 

The same author has amplified a passage in the 104th 
^Im ; '* He looks on the earth, and it trembles. He 
touches the hills, and they smoke.^^ 

.The hills forget theyVe fix'd, and in their fright 
Cast off their weight, and ease themselves for flight « 
The woods, with terror winged, outfly the wind. 
And leave the heavy, panting hills behind, f 

* lob, p. lOd. 

f Job, p. 267. 

iWe are rather too many etaraplei, tioweVer apposite Ihey nky 
be, taken fr6m Blackmore alone. The Job of Sandys does not seeia 
to be admired and known, in a degree equal to its merits Harte told 
lie how highly Pope thought of it The versiBcation Ss equal to that 
Of Waller. iThere it gr6at force and eoersy ^ Young's Paraphrase 
oapartoftheboc^of Jeb. Dr^Wkvraf^^ 
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Tou here see the hills not tremblhig, but sbakioi; nff 
woods from their backs, to run the faster : after this you 
are presented with a ibot-race of mountains and wood^ 
where the woods d'istance the mDuntaios, that, Hke eor- 
fulent pursy fellows, come puffing and panting a vast 
way behind them. 



CHAlP. IX, 

OF IMITATION, AtiO THB MAJimCR OP. I^rTATINa. 

That the true autltors of the profound are to imitate 
diligently the exam]iles in their o\fn way, is not to be 
questioned, and that divers have by this means attained 
to a depth, whereunto their own weight could never have 
carried them, is evident by sundry instances. Who sees 
not that De Foe was the poetical son of Withei-s, Tate 
of Ogilby, £. Ward of John Taylor, and Eusden of 
Blackmore ? Therefore when wc sit down to write,** let 
us bring some great author to our mind, and ask our- 
selves this question ; **How woiild Sir Richard have 
said this? do I express myself as simply as Ambrose 
Philips ?, or flow my numbers with the quiet thought* 
lesioess of Mr. W«bted.*'t 

But it may seem somewhat strange to assert, that our 
proficient should also read the works of those famous 

*-. An- admirable Pftrodif on the Fcnrteenth Section of LoqcIiiss, 
miiea be adviies ibe writer to ask himieU; wlvlit Jie it ''^^r^if^ aoy* 
worir, ^^jloir. would Qoaier, Plato, or TliimoiflMBfp, kfftm itipreated 
Ibuffif^rei Ob tbif sol^M^** Dr. WAnm. 

t ▲ nHifr not M>tQj|»U7 coabeB^tflile. >Sm h« WoHn, pnbliihed 
by Ma Klehofi, with a defence of sereral oitbis piecet, avo. 1787. 
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pbete, who have excelled id the sablime t yet is not this 
a paradox. As Virgil is said to have read Ennias, oat of 
kis duoghili to draw gold ; so msj our author read 
Shakspeare, Milton, and Drydeo, for the contrary eiid» 
to burj their gold in his own dunghiil. A true genius^*' 
when he finds any thing lofty or shining in them, will 
have the skill to bring it down, take off the gloss, or quite 
discharge the colour, by some ingenious circumstance 
or periphrase, some addition or diminution, or by some 
of those figures, the use of which we shall show in our 
next chapter. 

The book of Job is acknowledged to be infinitely 
Bublirae, and jet has not the father of the bathos reduc- 
ed it in every page ? Is there a passage in all Virgil 
more painted up and laboured than the description of 
Etna in the third iEneid ? 



Horrificis jaxta tanat JE^a nimii. 



Interdumque atram proruini»t ad sethera Dubcn^ 
Turbine fiunantem piceo, et candeate favilla, 
AttoIIitque globos flammonim, et sidera lambit :f 

* Here again a bare-fkced absurdity is recommended withoot pal- 
liatioB^ which is fake and unaatural writing. 

f These two words, after he had said *' AttoIIitque globos ^aiqma- 
roB,** are perhaps the only two in Vii^il that may be called bombast 
^ mpertraiffitali ovT^etytKcix says Longkiag, hut VA^M.r^etym^A. 

Perhaps we have not in our language a more striking example of a 
true turgid expression and genuine fustian and bombast^ than in the 
following lines of Nat Lee^s Alexander the Great, who is introduced 
»7iag, 

" WhenG^ry, like tiie dazzling eagle, ^tood 
Pterch*d on my beaver in the Granic flood ; 
When Fortune's self my standard trembling bore, 
And the pale Fates stood frighted on the shore ; 
When the Imoiiortals on the billows rode, 
And I myielf appear'd the leading God !*' 

bit to be coneeived that Dr. Warburton affiim^^ uv^Xoh^^t^k^ 
«o tbeFint S^ti^of £[orace, b. ik that ^* these «bL\\ueacx9!cAs^vaW!^ 
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h i te fdo M teopalot arubaqoe Tiieeni montis 

ErigitenicUna, liquefactaqae aaxa sub aurms 

' Cbm (eaulu glofflerat^ fundoque exestuat imo. 

(I be|^ pardon of the gentle Eoglish reader, and aocb 
•f our writers as uDderstand not Latio.) Lo f how this 
la taken down bj our British poet, by the single happy 
thought of throwing the mountain into a fit of the celfe* 

JEtoa, and all the barning mountains, find 
Their kindled stores with inbred storms of wind 
Blown up to rage; and roaring out complain. 
As torn with inward gripes, and torfring pain : 
Laboring, they cast their dreadfiil romit round. 
And with their melted boewels spread the ground.* 

Horace, in seuch of the subliin^ struck hia head 
agiunst the 8tanr;t but Empedocles, to fathom the pnv 
fMind, threw himself into ^tna. And who but would 
imagine our excellent modern had also been tbere ironi 
%ii deflcripiion ? 

Imitation is of two sorts ; the first k, when wefoice to 
our own purposes the thoughts of others ; the second, 
consists in copying the imperfections or blemishes qf 
celebrated autl^rs. I have seen a play profeasedlf 

otij the most sublime, but the most Judicious imagei7 that poet7 
oould c<mce!Te or paint I"^ I thought that a note which contained scr 
ootrageous a paradox, and' so totally iocomnstent with true tast^ asd 
solid judgment, ought not to be retained. Dr. WifttiMr. 

* Prince Arthur, p. 75. f ** Sublimi feriam sidera vertic^**^ 
And so did the writer of the GsUowing lioes^ in a welHuiown IVa* 
l^edy: 



u 



Shouldthe fieneNortfa, upon his finosen wingi^ , 
Bear him aloft above the wandering, clouds,. 
And seat him in the Pleiads' golden charioti, . 
Thence should wj Airy drag hin down to toctnna.^. 
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« 

irrit io the style of Shakspeare, wherein the resemblance 
laj in one single line. 

Jkod 80 good morrow t^ye, {ood master lieutenant 

And sundiy poems in imitation of Milton, Ti^Iiere, with 
the utmost exactness, and not so much as one exception^ 
netertheiess was constantly noLldeas* embroidered was 
hindered^ hermits were eremites^ disdained ^sdeigned, 
iluufy undfrageausy enterprise emprise, pagan paynxm^ 
finions pennons, sweet dulcet, orchards orchats^ bridge- 
work pontifical ; nay her was hir, and their was thtr 
through the whole poems. And in very deed, there is 
DO other way, by which the true modern poet could read 
to any purpose the works of such men, as Milton and 
Shakspeare. 

It may be expected, that, like other critics, I should 
sect speak .of the passions : but as the main end and 
principal effect of the bathos is to produce tranquillity •f 
mind (and sure it is a better design to po mote sleep 
than madness) we have little to say on this subject. Nor 
will the short bounds of this dbcourse allow us to treat 
at large of the emollients and opiates of poesy ; of the 
cool, and the manner of producing it; or of tl»e methods 
used by our authors in managing the passions. I shall 
but transiently remark, that nothing contribtites so much 
to the cool, as the use of wit in expressing passion ; the 
true genius rarely fails of points, conceits, and proper 
nmiles on such occasions : this we may term the pathe- 
tic epigraramatical, in which even puns are made use of 

• He alluded particularly to Philips's Cyder, of which he often ex- 
pressed a strong disapprobation, and particularly on account of these 
antiquated words. He often quoted the following line as not English: 

" AdiDiiiirtcr their tepid genial airi.*' Cyder ^\>. Vv 
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uRith good success. Hereby our best authors have avoid»> 
ed throu ing themselves or their readers iato aoy iode« 
cent transports. 

But, as it is sometimes needful to excite the passions 
of our antagonist in the polemic way, the true students 
HI the law have constantlj taken their methods from low 
life, where they observed, that to move anger, use is 
made of scolding and railing; to move love, of bawdry;: 
to beget favour and friendship, of gross flattery ; and to 
produce fear, of calumniating an adversary with Crimea 
obnoxious to the state. As for shame, it is a silly pasv 
sion, of which as our authors arc incapable themselves 
so^they woijd not produce it in othei:s; 



eHAP., X. 

TROPES AND FIGURES : AND FIRST OF THE VARIEOAT* 
IKO, CONFOUNDING, ANp REVERSING FIGURES. 

But we proceed to the figures; We cannot too eamr 
estly recommend to our authors the study of the abuse 
of speed]. They ought to lay down as a priociple, to 
say nothing In the usual way, but (if possible) in the dK 
rect contraiy. Therefore the figures must be so turned* 
AS to manifest that intricate and wonderful cast of head^ 
which distinguishes all writers of this kind : or (as I 
may say) to refer exactly the mould, in which they were 
formed, in all its inequalities, cavities^obJiquities^ odd. 
cradnies, and distortions. 

It would be endless, nay impossible, to enumerate all 
such figures,* but we shall content ourselves to range 

• Another figure whio^i greatly contributes to tiie Bathos might here 
ife added, wbkb Longioos,itt biithird Kct\«ii,cmV\«\heP«tc«AVyT«a« •, 
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the principal, which most powerfully contribute to the 
bathos, under three classes. 

I. The variegatiog, confounding, or reversing tropes 
and figures. 

ir. The maguifjing, and 

III. The diminishing. 

We cannot avoid giving to these the Greek or Ro- 
man names; but in tenderness to our countrymen and 
fellow writers, many of whom, however exquisite, are 
wholly ignorant of those languages, we have also ex- 
plained them in our mother tongue. 

Of the first sort, nothing so much conduces to the ba- 
thos, as the 

CikTACHRESIS. 

A master of this will say, 
•* Mow the beardy 
Shave the grass^ 
Pin the plank, 
' Nail my sleeve." 

From whence results the same kind of pleasure to tlie 
mind, as to the eye, when we behold Harlequin trimmii^ 
Umfelf with a hatchet, hewing down a tree with a razor, 

1 kind ofvioleoce and emotion, ill-timed and out of season, and difl> 
IiroportioQed to the tabject ; into which good writers, nay Horace 
bimseU; is said to have fallen. When he says, that ** even as the 
■oet superb and useful monuments of human skill and regal magntft- 
ecDce, the making new ports, the draining of marshes, the altering the 
course of rivers, the building moles, and other vast and expensive 
works, aher and decay ; so do words and current expressions : 

" Debemur morti nos nostraque-* 
— — Mortalia beta perihunt, 
Nedum sermonum stet honos et gratia vivaz.'* ^ 

** The d^tsbjr wbicb tidn decay of words are \\\u<j1y^\«4 vr^ Vca 
hige and important (or the occasion.** Roa. Xtt ol Y<>eVxi > V ^^ 
SeeMhadeU's CtmpmrimtB of Horace and PindaT. Dt, N^ A»tw. 
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makiog his tea in a cauldron, and brewing his ale in a 
tea-pot. to the incredible satisfaction of the British spec- 
tator. Another source of the bathos is, 

The Metonymy, 
the inverBion of causes for effects, of inventors for inyen- 
tious, &c. 

Lac'd in her Cosins* new appeared the bride, 
A Bubble-boy f and Tompiont at her aide, 
And with an air divine her Cohnar|| ply*d : 
Then O ! she cries, what slaves I round me see ! 
Here a bright Red-eoat, there a smartf Twip€e** 

The Synecdoche, 

which coDsists iu the use of a part for the whole. Yoi 
may call a young woman sometimes pretty^face and pigs 
eyes, and sometimes snotty-nose and draggle-tail. Or, c 
accidents, for persons ; as a lawyer, is called spUt'Causi 
a tailor, prick-louse. Sic. Or of things belonging to 
man, for the man himself; as a sword-inan, a gown-ma 
a t-m-t-d-man ; a white-staff', a tum^key^ &c. 

The Aposiopesis, 

an excellent figure for the ignorant, as, ^ what shall 
say ?" when one has nothing to say : or, ^ I cau n 
more," when one really can no more. Expressioi 
which the gentle reader is so good as never to take i 
earnest. 

• Stays. f Tweeier-casc. \ Watch. j] Fan. 

^ A sort of periwig : all words in use at this present year 1727. 
** These five lines, and the two in the middle of p. 62, are quoti 
from his own youthful poems ; as indeed are most of those mark< 
^ Afionjfnunu. See also note on p. 40. 
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The MxTAPHOB.* 

The first rule is to draw it from the lowest things, whkh 
is a certaiD way to siok the highest ; as whea jou speak 
of the thunder of heaven, say, 

The lords above are hungiy, and talk bi^.f 

Or, if 70U would describe a rich man refunding his 
treasures, express it thus, 

Tho* he (as said) may rkhes gorge, theqK>Jl 
Painful in massy Tomit shall recoil: 
Soon shall he perish with a swift decay, 
I^e his own ordure, cast with seem away.t 

The second, that whenever 70U start a metaphor, 
you must be sure to run it down, and pursue it as far as 
it can go. If you get the scent of a state negotiatioo> 
follow it in this manner : 

The stones, and all the elements, with thee 
Shall ratify a strict confederacy; 
Wild beasts tlieir savage temper shall forget. 
And for a firm alliance with tliee treat ; 
The finny tyrant of the spacious seas 
Shall send a scaly embassy for peace ; 
His plighted faith the crocodile shall keep, 
And seeing thee, for joy sincerely weep.§ 

Or if you represent the Creator denouncing war 

* It were to wished that all the critical opinions of Dr. Johnson 
were as solid and judicious as are his admirable observations in the 
life of Cowley, on mixt Metaphors, false Wit, and what (after Dry- 
dev) he calls '* Metaphysical Poetiy.*' Alter a certain period, in 
every coontry and in every language, men grow wesry cK VKi^iAXm^V 
Mri search t/ler l&e dogahr, JDa. Wastom. 

f Lee'0 AkxBoder, ..| BlaclUllprt,3Qb^l).^^^^• 

/ Job, p. 22, 
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against the wicked, be sure not to omit one circumsta 
usual io pToclaimiDg and levying war. 

Enroys and agents, who hj my command 

Rsside in Palesiina's land. 

To whom commitHuons I have given 

To manage there the interests of Heaven. 

Ye holj heralds, who proclaim / 

Or war or peace, in mine your master's name, — 

Ye pioneers of Heaven, prepare a road. 

Make it plain, direct, and broad ; — 

For I in person will my people head ; 

For the divine deliverer 

Will on his march in mi^esty appear. 
And needs the aid of no confederate pow*r.* 

Under the article of the Confounding we rank, 

1. The Mixture OF Figures,! 

which raises so many images, as to give jou do imagi 
all. But its prLicipal beauty is, when it gives an i 
just opposite to wbat it seemed meant to describe. T 
an ioge ious artist, painting the spring, talks of a sc 
of blossoms, and thereby radres an unexpected pict 
of winier. Of this sort is the following : / * 

The gaping doads poor lakes of sulphur down. 
Whose livid flashes sickening sunheams drown4 

What a noble coufunon ! clouds, lakes, brimstone, flao 

* Blackmore, Isaiah, c.'xL 

f In Coocannen*s Supplement to the Profound, letter the seei 

which b a counterpart to this tenth chapter, and treats of Pigu 

are some more shrewd remarks and more pertinent ejLamj^es t 

might be expected from such a writer, and are enough to make 

think he had some more aUe assistant Coticannen was at that i 

MS intimale ftiend of Warfaarton ; and it has bees suggested was 

mrted by bim ia writiof thfiK xcbmIu^ M. ^ \kas^b«c«u m fQiH 

/UYMi^ Dr. Wartoh. 

t ftioce AiiJbxa^ p. 37. 
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sliD-beams, gaping, ponrii^ sick^Diog,^ drowDiog t all ia 

tvolioes. 

2. The Jargon. 

Thy head shall ris^tho* buried in the dust. 
And ^midflt the stars his glittering turrets thrust* 

Qmre. What arc the glittering turrets of a manV 

beads 

Upon the shore ; as frequent ai the sand, 

To me^t the prince, the glad Dimetians ttaDd.f 

Qfutre. Where these Dimetians stood ? and of what 
lize they were ? Add also to the jargon such as the 
following : 

Destruction's empire shall no longer last, 
And desolation lie for ever waste.l 

Here Niobe, sad'mother, makes her moalb, 
4nd leems conTcricd to a stune iu stone. § 

lut for variegation, nothing is more useful than; 

3. The Paranomasia, or Pvi^tt 

^ere a wcnrd, Uk.e tlte tooguie of a jack-daw, speaks 
twice as much by being split; as this of Mr. Dennis : 

• Job, p. 107; 

t Prince Arthttf, p. 157. $ Job, p. 89. § T. Cook, 

Foenu. W. 

I An happy reading of Atterbury vindicates Milton from degradia|r 
^ftyle b|r a very vile pun often quoted : 

" And hrooght into thia world, a world of woe." 
Mkxbatjr woald point it thus: 

** And brought into this world (a world of woe«.**) 
pMeothcHf, aad putting fh« repeated word in %v?M^^^i>^ ^^ ^ 
Dr, Wamtom, 
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r BuBeCi, tiiftt wound, like Parthians as tbej fly :* 

«r this excellent one of Mr. Welsted, 

-Behold the yirgio lie 



Naked, and only coverM by the aky.f 

To which thou maj'st add, 

To see her beauties no man needs to stoop, 
She has the whole horison for her hoop. 

4« The Antithesis, or Sse-saw,| 

irherebj contraries and oppositions are balanced ia iMich 
m waj, as to cause a reader to remain suspended be- 
tween them, to his exceeding delight and recreation. 
Such are these on a lady, who made herself appear out 
tii m^y by hiding a jouog princess under her clothes. 

While the kind nymph, changing her faultless Aape, 
Becomes aahandsome, handsomely to scape.) 

On the maids of honour in mourning. 
Sadly they charm, and dismally they please.|| 



-His eyes so bright 



Let in the ofaject and let out the light.** 
The Gods look pale to see us look so red.f f 



-The Fairies and their queen, 

In mantles blue came tripping o'er the green.|| 

All nature felt a reverential shock. 

The sea stood stiU to see the mountains rock.§} 

* Poems, 1603, p. 19. f Welsted, Aeon and Lavinia. P. 
I It were to be wished oar author himself had not beea so riij 
Ibnd of this figure; of all others, if too often repeated, the most ^n- 
^pme and diigusting. Dr. Waxton. 

/ Waller, J Steele, on Queen Mary. •• Quarles. ft !««•, 
Akaamtkr^ ti PhiUps's PtstonOi. 1^ BUA\cnw%^ Mkv l*^ 
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CHAP. XI. 

THK FIGURES C0MTIKI7ED : OF THE HAGMIETINO AMD 

DIMINISHING FIGURES. 

A GENUINE writer of the profound, will take care neyer 
to magnify auy object without clouding it at the same 
time ; bis thought will appear ia a true mist, and yerj 
unlike what is io nature. It must always be remember- 
ed that darkness is an essential quality of the profound^ 
or, if there chance to be a glimmering, it must be^ as 
Milton expresses it, 

No figfatf bat rather darkness visible. 

The diief figure of tliis sort isi 

• 

The Hyperbole, or impossible.* 

For instance, of a Lion. 

He roared bo loud, and k>ok*d so wondrous griiD, 
His wery shadow durst oot.follow hiai.f 

Of a Lady at Dinner.^ 

The silver whiteness that adorns thy neck, 
Sollies the plate and makes the napkin black.. 

Of the Same. 

— » The obscureness of her birth 
Cannot eclipse the lustre of her eyes, 
Wluch make her all one lights 

* Into which even the great Comeille has sometimes ftdlen, and 
that too even in bis Ciuna ; much more when he copies the extrava- 
gancies of Guillam de Castro, in his Cid. The Spanish writers abound 
in these absurdities ; and indeed there art many such in Rotrou.andi 
in Roosard. Dr, Wamtqk, 

f Vet Auu I TheobaM, Dou\ilft.¥i\iilMwAu 
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Of«ft Bull-batiog. 

Up to the itan the iprawling maitiffi fly, 
Afld add new mdiuttt^ to the frighted ikj. 

Of a Scene of Misery. 

Behold a scene of miserjr and woe ! 
Here Argas loon might weep himself quite blind, 
Ev*n tho* he had Briarens^ hnndred hands 
To wipe his hmidied eyes-i 



And that modest request of two absent lorers i 

Ye gods ! annihilate hot space and time^ 
And make two lovers happy. 

2. The Periphrasis, which the modems call the 
cumbendilnis^ nrhereof we have given examples in the 
ninth chapter, and shall again in the twelfth. 

To the same class of the magnifying may be referred 
the following, which are so excellently modem, that we 
have yet no name tot them.^ In describing a coiintiy 
prospect, 

Vd call them monntainB, but canH call tiiem so, 
For fear to wrong them with a name tec low | 
While the fair vales beneath so humbly lie. 
That even humble seems a term too high.| 

III. The last class remaim ; of the diminlriiiDg; U 
The Anticlimax, and figures where the second lUie . 
drops quite short of the first, than which nodiing cfieaies. 
greater surprise. ^ 

On the Exteit of the British Arm;. 

Under the Tropics U oor language Spoke, 
And part of Flanders hath receiV'd our yoke,\ 

* ^lackmore,. e* 81. f AAooTiiiOiii. 
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Of) a Warrioi^ 

And thou, Dalhousy, the great god of war, 
Lieutenant-colonel to the eari of Mar.* 



On the valour of the English. 

Nor Art nor Nature has the force 
To stop its steady course, 
Nor Alps nor Pyrenaeans keep it out 
Nor fortify 'd redoubt. f 

At other times this figure q)erftles in a lai^er exteut ; 
od when the gentle reader is in expectation of some 
real image, he either finds it surprisingly imperfect, or 

presented with something low, or quite ridiculous : a 
irprise resembling that of a curious person in a cabinet 

antique statues, who beholds on the pedestal the 
imes of Homer, or Cato ; but looking up finds Homer 
itbout a head, and nothing to be seen of Cato but liis 
ivy member. Such are these lines of a Leviathan at 
a: 

His mn^ien works, and beats the oozy mud, 
And with its slime incorporates the flood, 
'Till all th' incumber»d, thick, fermenting stream 
Does like one pot of boiling ointment seem. 
Where'er he swims, he leaves along the lake 
Such frothy furrows, such a foamy track, 
That all the waters of the deep appear 
Hoary with age, or gray with sudden fear4- 

ut perhaps even these are excelled hj the ensuing. 

Now the resisted flames and fieiy-storej 
By winds assaulted, in wide forges roar. 
And raging leas flow down of mehed -ore. 
Sometimes they hear long iron bars removed* 
And to and fro huge heaps of cinders 8liQvM.|| 

* Anonymoas. f DeiitU9on.N«D0iaT. 

i BUekmor^f Jobf J97, ^ Prince ArthttT, ^. Ibl. 
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2^*1116 Vulgar 

is aho a speciegof the diroiDishiDg : by this a spear fly 
iqg ioto the air is compared to a boy whistling as \h 
goes 00 an errand. 

The mighty Stuffk threw a many spear. 

Which, with iti errand pleased, sung through the air.* 

A Man raging with grief to a mastiff dog. 

I cannot itifle this gigantic woe, 

Hot on my raging grief a mozsle throw.f 

And clouds big with water to a woman in great oe 
cesntj. 

Distended with t)ie Waters in 'em pent, 

The clouds hang deep in air, bat hang unreat 

3. The iNFANTim. 

This is, when a poet grows so very simple, as to thiol 
and talk like a child. I shall take my examples fran 
the greatest master in this way. Hear how he ibodk 
like a mere stammerer: 

Little charm of placid mien. 
Miniature of Beauty^s Qaeen, 
Hither British Muse of mine. 
Hither, all ye Grecian Nine, 
With the lovely Graces three, 
And your pretty norseling see. 

When the meadows next are seen, 
Sweet enamel^ white and green, 
When again the lambkins play. 
Pretty sportlings fiill of May. 

Then the neck so white and ronnd, 
(Little neck withbriUiants bound) 

• FHnceArtiiiin f Job, p. Ii. 
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And thy gentleDess of miod, . 

(Gentle from a gentle kind,) Sec: 

Happ7 thrice, and thrice again, 
Happiest he of happy ni«n,* &c. 

and the rest of those excellent lullabies of his compo- 
sition. 
How prettily he asks the sheep to teach him to 

bleat? 

Teach me to grieve with bleating moan, my sheep.f 

Hear how a babe would reason on his nurse's death. 

' That ever she could die ! Oh most unkind ! 
To die, and leave poor Colinet behind ! 
And yet, ^why blame I her ?^ 

With no less simplicity does he suppose, that shep- 
herdesses tear their hair and beat their breasts at their 
ewD deaths : 

Ye brighter maids, faint emblems of my fair, 
With looks cast down, and with dishevelM hair. 
In bitter anguish beat your breasts, and moan 
Her d^th untimely, as it were your own.$ 

4. The Inanity, or Nothingness. 

Of this the same author fumislies us with most beau* 
tiful instances. 

Ah silly I, more silly than my sheep, 
(Which on he flow*ry plain I once did keep.)|i 



* Ambrose Philips on Miss Curaone. 
t Philips's Pastorals. X HjW. 

PhiUp's Pastorali. || Ibid, 
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To the gimve senate bhe could coionsd giTe, 
(V^Thich with astonishnent thi^ did rtceire.)* 

He whom loud cannon cooM notterriQ^ 

Falls from the grandeur of Ms majesty.f 

• 

Happ)r, merry u« Icing, 
^pping dew you np and sing.t 

Where you easilj perceive the nothiogness of 
second verse. 

The noise returning widi returning light, 

What did It ? 

Dispersed the silence, and dispell^ the night.9 

The glories of proud London to. survey, 

The sun himself i^all rise-*-^y break of day. 

5. The Expletive. 

admirably exemplified in the epithets of man 
th<nrs. 



Th* umbrageous shadow, and the verdant green,*^ 
The running current, and odorous fragrance, 
Cheer my lone solitude with joyous gladness. 

Or in prettj drawling words like these. 

All men his tomb, all men his sobs adore, 
And his bob's sons, till tixere shalll>e no more.ff 

* PhnipB on a Mary. f Ibid. 

X T. Cook, on a Grasshopper. \ Anonymous. 

n AutorVet 

** I am afraid he glanced at tlionuion. Db. WARTom 

ft % Cook, Poems. 
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The riaiog sun our g;rier did lee, 
The Mtting: sun did lee the nme $ 

While wretched we remembered thee, 
Sioo, dioo, loveiy name !* 

6. The Macrology and Pleonasm 

are as generally coupled, as a lean rabbit with a fat 
<«,* nor 18 it a wonder, the superfluity of words, and 
Tacuity of sense, being just the same thing. I am 
pleattd to see one of our greatest adversariesf employ 
tMs figure. 

The growth of meadows, and the pride of fields, 

The food of armies and support of wars, 

Refuse of swords, and gleanings of a fight. 

Lessen his numbers and contract his host, , ^ ■ 

>Vhere*er his friends retire, or foes succeed, 

CoverM with tempests, and in oceans drownM.^ 

Of all which the perfection is 

The Tautology. 

Break through the billows, and— divide the main.§ 

* T. Cook, Poems. 

i Even such pure writers as Catullus, Lucretius, and Horace, have 
tnuetteesbeen guilty of Pleonasms ; of wliich there are examples in 
tbe Miscellaneous Observations of Jortio, p. 37, vol. ii. Of this sort 
of Krle Quintilian, as usual, speaks elegantly: * Ut corpora non 
vobore sed valetudine inflantur ; et recto itinere iapsi, plerumque 
^Tcrtoot Erit ergo obscurior, quo quisqui deterior.* Again, * Ut 
lUtmi breves in digitos eriguntur, et plura infirmi minantur. Ne 
Mieretnr tamen verbis multis; nam rit longa et impedita oratio, ut 
cunjodicessimilem agmini totidemlixas habenti quotmilites; in quo 
ctnnmenB est duplex, necduplum virium.' The six English lines 
^ quoted are a severe stroke on Addison*s Campaign. Dr. Wam- 

t Camp. 

\ ToDson's Miscellanjt 12mo. vol iv. p. 291. 4th edit. 

VOL. XXIII. » 
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III aBOotber nomben, and-^ softer vene. 
Divide— and part— the leverM world— in two.* 

With ten thousand others equally musical, and 
fully flowing through most of our celebrated 
poena* 



CHAP. XII. 

OF EXPRESSIOK, AND THE SETSRAL SORTS OF 8^ 

THE PRESET AGE. 

The expression is adequate, when it is propor 
low to the profundity of the thought. It n 
be always grammatical, lest it appear pedai 
ungentleroanly ; nor too clear, for fear it beci 
gar ; for obscurity bestows a cast of the wondei 
throws an oracular dignity upon a piece which 
meaning. 

^or example, sometimes use the wrong nun 

The ivord and pestilence at once devourst 

^instead of dewmr^^ 

Sometimes the wrong case : 

• Tonson^s Miscellany, rol. vi. p. 121. 

t Our author himself has more than once fallen into tl 
hath been observed in the notes of this editionf and cf 
liowth in his Grammar mentions many instances. Dn, W 
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And who more fit to soothe the god than ihte [^ 

}tead of thou. 

And rather than say, 

Thetis saw Achilles weep, 

e heard him weep. 

We must he exceeding careful in two tfaings ; first, 
the choice of low words : secondly, in the sober and 
derly way of ranging theiQ. Many of our poets are 
aurally blessed with this talent, insomuch that they 
e in the circumstance of that honest citizen, who had 
ade prose all his life without knowing it. Let verses 
in Id this manner, just to be a vehicle to the words ; I 
ke them firom my last cited author, who though other- 
ise by no means of our rank, seemed once in his life to 
ive a mind to be simple. 

If not, a prize I will myself decree, 

From him, or him, or else perhaps from thee.f 

—— ^ull of days was he ; 

Two ages past, he lived the third to see4 

The king of forty kings, and honoorM more 
By mighty Jove, than e^er was king before.^ 

That I may know, if thou my prayer deny, 
The most despised of all the gods am I.j{ 

Then let ray motlier once be nil*d by me. 
Though much more wise than I pretend to be.^ 

♦TickeU, Homer, II. i. 

f Tickell, Homer, II. i. p. 1 1 . J P . iT. 

J P. 19. II P. 34. **P.38. 
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Or these, of the same haod :^ 

I leave tba arts of poetry and verse 

To them that practise them with more soccess. 

Of greater truths I now prepare to tell, 

And so at once, dear friend and muse, fareWelLf 

Sometimes a single ward will vulgarize a pc 
idea ; as where a ship set on fire owes all the spi 
the balhoB to one choice word, that ends the line. 

And bis scorchM ribs the hot contagion frjM. t 

And in that description of a world in niSns : 

Should the whole frame of nature round him break, 
He, unconcerned, v.ould hear the mighty crack. $ 

So also in these. 

Beasts tame and savage to the river's brink 
Gome from the fields and wild abodes— to drink.H 

Frequently two or three words will do it effectua] 

He from the doads does the sweet liquor squeeze, 
That cheers the forest an4 the garden trees.** 

* Asseiiing plainly that the first book of the Iliad, publii 
TickeU, was really the work of Addison. Dr. Warton. 

f Tonson's' Miscellany, 12nio. vol. iv. p. 292. 4th edition, 
are the two last feeble lines of Addison's Epistle to S5acheven 
the two preceding ones are ai bad. Dr. Wakton. 

X Tonson's Miscellany, voL vi. p. 119. 

i Job, p. 263. 

II Prince Arthur, p. 151.! 

** Id. Job, p. 264. 
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It s also useful to employ technical tennsy* which 
estrange your stjie from the great aud general ideas of 
nature ; and the higher your subject is, the lower should 
jou search into mechanics for your expression. If you 
describe the garment of an angel, say that his linen was 
finely epun^ and bleached on the happy plain&f CaH 
in army of angels, angelic cidraaaiera 4 and if you 
have occasion to mentioo a number of misfortunes, stjle 
Ibem 

Fresh troopa of pains, aud regimented woe8.(| 

Sttle is divided by tlie rhetoricians into tlie proper 
and figured. Of tlie figured we have already treated, 
ftod the proper is what our authors have nothiog to do 

* No passage in Blackraore tiimself can exceed the vulgarity of in- 
troducing technical terms, and sea language, morethaga tlic following 
lines of the 146, 147, and 148, stanzas of Dryden's Annus oirahiiia. 

** So here some piclrbnt bullets from the fides. 
Some drive old okum thro* each seam and ri(t, 

Their left hand does the calking iron guide, 
The rattling mallet with the right they Hit. 

" With boiJing pitch anothei* near at hand 
From friendly Sweden brought, the seams instop.* ^ 

Which well laid o'er, the salt sea waves withstand, 
And shake them from the rising beak in drops. 

** fiome the galPd ropes with dawby marling blind, 
Ot sear-cloth mash with strong tarpauling coats, 

To try new shrouds one mounts into the wind. 
And one below their ease or stiffness notes.*' 

Who would llrink it possible that these lines, and there arc many 
such to be found in his works, could have been written by tlie author 
of Palamon and Arcite, and the Ode on St. Cecilia's day? 

Dr. Wahton. 

t Prince Arthur, p. 19. 

t Ibid. p. 330. 

11 Job, p. 8D. 



74 MARTmUS SCRIBLERUS 

with. Of Btjles we shall mention only the prioci 
which owe to the moderns either tlieir chief impr< 
ment, or entire invention. 

I. The Florid Stylk,- 

than which none is more proper to the bathos, as II 
ers, which are the lowest of vegetables, are most gai 
and do many times grow in great plenty at the bo( 
of ponds and ditches. 

A fine writer of this kind presents you with the 
lowing posie : 

The groves appear all drest with wreaths of flowers^ 
And (rom their leaves drop aromatic showers; 
IVhose fragrant heads in mystic twines above, 
Exchanged their sweets, and mixM with thousand kiss^ 

Am if the willing branches strove,* 

To beautify and shade the grove, f 

which indeed most branches doj But this is still 
celled by our Laureate : 

Branches ia branches twined compose the grove, 
And shoot and spread, and blossom into love. 
The trembling palms their mutual vows repeat, 
And bending poplars bending poplars meet 
The distant plantains seem to press more nigh. 
And to the sighing alders, alders sigh.f 



* It is surprising to find so false and florid a conceit as is cont 
in the following lines, in a writer generally so chaste and corn 
Addison. 

" While here the vine on hills of niins climbs, 
Industrious to conceal great Bourbon*s crime?.** Camp 

Dr. Wart 
f Belm^s Poems, p. 2. 
t Guardian, 12mo. 137. 
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Hear also our Homer. 

His robe of state is form*d of light reGnM, 
An endless train of lustre spreads behind. 
Hi^ throne*s of bright compacted glory made. 
With pearls celestial, and with gems inlaid : 
Whence floods of joy, and seas of splendour flovr, 
On all the angelic gazing throng below.* 

2. The Pert Style. 

This does in as peculiar a manner become the low in 
fit, as a pert air does the low in stature. Mr. Xhomas 
Brown, the author of ^ The London Spy," and all the 
spies and trips in general, are herein to be diligently 
studied ; in verse, Mr. Gibber's prologues. 

But the beauty and energy of it is nevet so conspicu- 
ous, as when it is employed in modernizing, and adapt- 
ing to the taste of the times, the works of the ancients. 
This we rightly phrase, doing them into English^ and 
making them English ; two expressions of great propri- 
ety ; the one, denoting our neglect of the manner how ; 
the other, the force and compulsion with which it is 
brought about. It is by virtue of this style, that Taci- 
tus talks like a coffee-house politician, Josepbusf like 
the British gazetteer, Tully is as short and smart as 
Seneca| or Mr. Asgill, Marcus Aurelius is excellent at 

• Blackmore, Ps. civ. 

t Josephus, translated by Sir Roger L'Estrange. W. 

X In such familiar phrases as these ; ** One good turn is the shoeing 
horn of another. — He does me good in spite of my teeth. — After a 
matter of eight years." And in iBsop, " The moon was in a heavy 
twitter." Collier's Antoninus was in the same smart taste. Thomas- 
i-Kerapis was translated by Dr. Stanhope, whose primness is here 
noted. There is hardly any species of bad writing but what is ex- 
posed in some part or other of tliis little treatise, in which the jostest 
rules are delivered under the mask of ridicule, fortius et melius, than 
in professed and serious critical discourses. Dr. Waston. 
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SDipsDap, and honest Tboroag-a-KeinpiB as prim and p 
lite as any preacher at court* 

3. The Alamode Style, 

nhich is fine bj being new, and has this happineiBi 
tending it, that it is as durable and extensive as the p 
cm itself. Take some examples of it, in the descripti 
of (lie sun in a mourning coach upon the death of Ctuei 
Marj. 

!ke Phoebus noff', as once for Phieioo, 

lias masked bis Hice, and^ut deep mourning ofl ; 

Bark cloods his sable chariot do surround, 

A nd the dull steedi stalk o^er the melancholy round. ^ 

Of Prince ArlhurV soldiers drinking. 

WbUerich btirgundian wine, and bright champaign, 
Chase from their minds the terror of the main, f , 

ivhcncc we also learn, that l)urgundj and cbampaig 
oifl^e a man on sliore despise a storm at sea. 

Of the Almighty encamping hb regiments.- 

— — Ue sunk a vast capacious deep, 
Where he bis liquid regiments does keep. 
'JThkher the waves file off, and make their way 
To form the mighty body of the sea ; 
Where they encamp, and in tiieir station stand. 
Entrenched in works of rock, and lines of sand, t 

Of two armies on the point of engaging. 

Von^ armies are the cards which both must play *, 
At least come oflFa saver, if you may: 



* Ambrose Philips, 
f Prince Arthur, p. 16. 
\ Blackmore, Pft. civ. p. 261. 
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Throw boldly at the stim the gods have set ; 
These od your side will all their fortunes belt* 

AH perfectly agreeable to the present customs and best 
fashions of our metropolis. 

But the principal branch of the alamode is the Fru- 
bunt; a style greatly advanced and honoured of late 
by the practice of persons of the first quality ; and, by 
tlie encouragement of the ladies, not unsuccessfully in- 
troduced even into the drawing-room. Indeed its incre- 
dible progress and conquests may be compared to those 
of the great Sesostris^ and are every where known by 
the same marks, the images of the getiital parts of men 
or women. It consists wholly of metaphors drawn from 
tvo roost fruitful sources or springs, the very bathos of 
the human body, that is to say *** and ***** hiatus 
mapius ladtrymahUis ****. And selling of bargains, 
9Rd double entendre^ and Ki^?e^<c*^0$ and 'OX^^iMtcffu 
aU derived from the said soiirces. 

4 The Finical Style,! 
which consists of the most curious, affected, mincing me- 
taphors, and partakers of the alamode ; as the foilowiug : 

Of a brook dried by the sun. 

Won by the summer ^s importuning ray^ 

Th* eloping stream did from her channel stray, 

And with enticing suu->beams stole away4 

*■ Lee, Sophonisba. 

t Id which Felton^s Superficial Dissertation on the Classics is vrit- 
ten, who is very fearful to be thougtit a scholar, and makes an apol9< 
SF for quoting a common piece of Latin. Dr. Warton. 

^Blackmore, Job, p, 26. 
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Of ao easj dcatli. 

When watchful death shall on his harvest look, 
Aad see thee, ripe witli a^^c, invite the hook : 
He^U gently cut thy bending stalk, and thee 
Lay kindly in the grave, his granary.* 

Of trees in a storm. 

Oaks, whose extended arms the winds defy, 

The tempest sees their strength, and sigiis, and passes by. -;■ 

Of water simmcriog over the (ire. 

The sparkling flames raise water to a smile. 

Yet the pleatM liquor pines, and lessens all the while4 

5. Lastly, I shall place the Cumbrous,} wI 
moves heavily uader a load of metaphors, aod draw 
ter it a long traiu of words; and the Buskin, or stat 
frequently and with great felicity mixed with the 
rocr. For, as the first is the proper engine to dep 
what IS higli, so is the second to raise what is base 
h>w to a ridiculous visibility. When noth these ca 
done at once, tlien is the bathos in perfection ; as wh 
man is set with hb head downward and hb breech 
right, hb degradation b complete : one end of iiim : 
high as ever, only that end b the wrong one. Will 
every true lover of the profound be delighted to be^ 

* Blackmore, Job, p. 23. 
f Dean. 

t Anonymous, in Tenson's Miscellany, Part 6. p. 224. 
^ This Is the fault of two eminent writers, who at the nme 
abound in transcendent beauties, and whom for that reason it if 
invidious to mention, ThomsoD and Johnson ; and I fear even M 
Jlias famished an example i 

** I hear the sound of words, their sense, the air 
Dissolves, aioointed,e*er it reach my ear. 

SamsoDAsoiuites, y. HO. J)t, WAt^n 
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ie most vulgar aad low actions of life exalted in the 
)llowiDg manner ? 

Who knocks at the door ? 

For whom thus rudely pleads myloud-tongued gate,- 
That he may enter? 

See who is there ? 

Advance the fringed curtains of thy eyes, 
And tell me who comes yonder.* 

Shut the door. 

The wooden guardian of our privacy 
Quick on its axle turn. 

Bring my clothes. 

Bring me what nature, tailor to the bear, 
To man himself deny M ; she gave me cold, 
Bat would not give me clothes. 

Light the fire. 

Bring forth some remnant ofPtometbean theft, 
Quick to expand th' inclement air congeaPd 
By Boreas^s rude breath. 

Snuff the candle. 

. Yon* luminary amputation needs, * 
Thus shall you save its half extinguishM life* 

Open the letter. 

Wax ! render up thy trustf 

Uncork the bottle, and chip the bread. 

Apply thine engine to the spungy door : 
Set Bacchus fh>m his glassy prison, free, 
Asd strip white Ceres of her nnt^irown coat 

* TeiDpest. t Theobald, Double FaUhood*. 

d3 
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CHAP. XIIL 

▲ PROJECT FOB THE ADTANCEMENT OF THE BATHOjk^ 

Thus have I {my dear couutr}'meu) with iacrediUe 
paios aod diligence discovered tlie hidden sources of the 
bathos, or, as I maj say, broke open the abysses of this 
great deep. And liaving. now established good and 
wholesome laws, what renraios, but that all true moderoi 
with their utmost might do proceed to put the same id 
execution ? in order whereto, I think I shall, in the se» 
cond place, highly deserve of ray countr}% by proposing 
such a scheme, as may facilitate tliis great end. 

As our number is confessedly far superior to that of 
tlie enemy, there seems nothing wanting but unanimity 
among ourselves. It is tlierefore humbly offered, that 
all, and every individual of the bathos^ do enter into 
a firm aesociatioa, and incorporate iuto one regular bo- 
dy, whereof every member, even the meanest, will some 
way contribute to the support of the whole;, in like man- 
ner as the weakest reeds, when joined in one bundle^ 
become infrangible.- To which end, our art ought to be 
put upon tlie same foot with other arts of this age. Th^ 
vast improvement of modern manufactures, arises from 
their beiut; divided into several branches, and parcelled 
out to several trades : for instance, in clock-making, one 
artist makes the balance, another the spring, another the 
crown-wheels, a fourth the case, and the principal work- 
man puts all together ; to this economy we owe the per- 
fection of our modern watches, and doubtless we also 
might that of our modern poetry and rhetoric, were the 
several parts branched out in the like manner. 

Nothing is more evident than that divers pei-sons, no 
other way remarkable, have each a strong disposition 16 
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die formattoD of some particular trope or figure. Arb- 
(olle galth, that ** the bjperbole is an omaraeot fit for 
joung meu of quality ;" accordioglj, we find iu those 
geoilemeo a vooderful propensity toward it, which is 
marvellously improved by travelling. Soldiers also, 
and seamen, are very happy in the same figure. The 
feripkrash^* or circumlocution, is (he peculiar talent of 
country farmers ; the proverb and apolopte^ of old men 
at clubs ; tlie ellipsis, or speech by half-words, of minis- 
ters and politicians; the aposiopesis, of courtien; the 
Ueiee, or diminution, of ladies, whisperers, and back* 
biters; and the anadiplasis of common criers and hawk- 
ers, who, by redoubliug the same words, persuade people 
to buy their oysters, green bastings, or new balladsv 
Ephhets may be found in great plenty at Billingsgate; 
sarcasm ami irony learned upon the water ; and the epi' 
phouema, or exclamation, frequently from the bear-gap- 
denii and as frequently from the *' Hear him" of the 
house of commons. 

Now, each man applying his whole time and genius 
upon his particular figure, would doubtless attain to {ler- 
iection; and when each became incorporated and sworn 
into die society (as hath been proposed) a poet or era- 
tor would have no more to do, but to send to the parti- 
cular traders in each kind ; to the metapborist, for his 
allegories ; to the simile-makcr, for his comparisons ; to 
the ironist, for his sarcasms ; to the apothcgmatist, for 
bis sentences, &c. whereby a dedication or speech would 
be composed in a moment, the superior artist having 
nothing to do but to put together all the materials. 

I therefore propose, that there be contrived, with all 
convenient despatch, at the public expense, a rhetorical 

•All this paragraph, down to the words in it, ** House of CommoDi,** 
ii wouderfttlly acute and satirical, especially the mcDti<Kiing tkc 
Bear^gardco. Dr. Wabt^s. 
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chest of drawers, coosisting of three stories ; the higha 
for the deliberative, the middle for the demoostrativi 
and the lowest for the judicial. These shall be divide 
iijto loci or places, beiog repositories for matter and ai 
gumeut io the several kinds of oration oi writing; an 
every drawer shall again be subdivided into cells, re 
sembliog those of cabinets for rarities. The apartmea 
for peace or war, and that of the liberty of the press, ma] 
in a very few days be filled with several arguments per 
fectly new ; and the vituperative partition will as eittilj 
be replenished with a most choice collection, entirely a 
the growth and manufacture of the present age. EveQ 
composer will soon be taught the use of this cabinet, aoc 
how to manage all the registers of it, which will bf 
drawn out much in the manner of those in an organ. 

The keys of it must be kept in honest hands, by some 
reverend prelate, or valiant officer, of unquestioned loy- 
alty and affection to every pi'esent establishment io 
church and state ; which will sufiiciently guard against 
any mischief, that might otherwise be apprehended fnMb 
it. 

And being lodged in such hands, it may be at discie- 
tion let out by the day to several great orators in both 
houses : from whence it is to be hoped much profit and 
gain will also accrue to our society. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



■w 



HOW TO MAKE DEDICATIONS, PANEGYRICS, OB SATIKES, 
AND OF THE COLOURS OF HONOURABLE AND DIS-v 
HONOURABLE. 

Now of what necessity the foregoing project may 
prove, will appear from this single consideration, that 
nothing is of equal consequence to the success of our 
works, as speed and despatch. Great pity it is that so- 
lid brains are not like other solid bodies, constantly en- 
dowed with a velocity in sinking proportioned to their 
heaviness : for it is with the flowers of the bathos, as with 
those of nature, which, if the careful gardener brings not 
hastily to market in the morning, must unprofitably pe- 
rish and wither before night. And of all our produc- 
tions none is so short-lived as the dedication and pane- 
gyric, which are often but the praise of a day, and 
become by the next utterly useless, improper, indecent, 
aiid false. This is the more to be lamented, inasmuch 
•as these two are the sorts, whereon in a manner depends 
that profit, which must still be remembered to be the 
main end of our writers and speakers. 

* It will be difficult to find more knowledge of life, more wit, more 
litire, more good sense, in any passage of equal length, than is com- 
p'ued in this fourteenth chapter. Perhaps Dryden*8 Dedication of 
the State <^ Innocence to the duchess of York is a piece of the grossest 
and most abject adulation that ever disgraced true genius, except in- 
deed the nauseous and fulsome Dedication of such a man as Corneille 
ofhis Horace to Cardinal Richlieu. after this proud churchman had 
treated him so injuriously in the affair of the Cid. If it be. thought 
that I speak disrespectfully of such a great minister as Richlieu, I beg 
leave to say, that one such poet as Corneille is of more real value than 
1& hundred Richlieus, in the eyes of those who regard merits laore 
than stations. JDr. Warto^* 
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We shall therefore employ this chapter in showiog the 
quickest method of composing them ; after which we wilt 
teach a short way to epic poetry. And these bdog 
confessedly the works of most importance and difficulty, 
it b presumed we may leave the rest to each author's 
own learning or practice. 

First, of panegyric. Every man is honourable, who= 
is so by law, custom, or title. The public are better 
judges of what is honourable than private men. The 
virtues of great men, like those of plants, arc inherent in 
them, whether they are exerted or not ; and the matt 
strongly inherent, the less tliey are exerted ; as a man la- 
the more rich, the less he spends. All great miobterii 
without either private or economical virtue, are virtueui 
by their posts ; liberal and generous upon the public 
money, provident upon the public supplies, just by pay- 
ing public interest, courageous and magnanimous by (bid 
fleets and armies, magnificent upon the public expeosee^ 
and prudent by public success. They have, by their 
office, a right to a share of the public stock of vurtuea ; 
besides, thoy are, by prescription immemorial, iDvested 
in all the celebrated virtues of their predecessors io tbs 
same stations, especially those of tlieir own ancestors. 

As to what are commonly called the colours of hoiKNUh 
able and dishonourable, they are various in difTerent- 
countries : in this they are blue, green, and red* 

But, forasmuch as the duly we owe to the public doth 
often require, that we should put some things in a strong 
light, and throw a shade over others, I shall explain the 
method of turning a vicious man into a hero. 

• A severe sarcasm on three orders of Iroighthood in this coaotrjr. 
But why ridicule such orders!' Is it not of public utility, and conse- 
quently, providential, that there should be a sort of minds in the world. 
eap-ible of being ictuatcd and put iuto motion by sucll ol^ects, B5 
vit9 and ptiilosophers call trifles p Pr. WABTon. 
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The first and chief rule is the goldea rule of trans- 
InrmatloD, which eousists in converting vices into their 
bofderiog virtues. A man who is a spendthrifU and 
will not pay a just debt, may have his injustice trans- 
ibrmed into liberality ; co\rardiee may be metamorpo- 
sed into prudence ; intemperance into good nature and 
good fellowship ; corruption into patriotism ; and lewd- 
ness into tenderness and facility. 

The second is the mie of contraries : it is certain, the 
less a mwi is endued with any virtue, the more need he 
lias to have it plentifully bestowed : especially those 
good qualities, of which the wortd generally believes he 
liaih none at all : for who will thank a man for giving 
bim tliat which he has ? 

The reverse of these precepts will serve for satire ; 
ihereiu we are ever to remark, that whoso loses his 
place, or becomes out of favour with tlte- government, 
hath forfeited his share in public praise and honour. 
Therefore the truly public spirited writer ought in duty 
to strip him, whom the government hath stiipped ; 
irhkh IB the real poetical justice of this age. For a 
bll collection of topics and epithets to be used in the 
praise and dispraise of ministerial and unministeriel' per- 
wn, I refer to our rhetorical cabinet ; concluding with 
id' earnest exliortation to all my brethren^ to observe 
(he precepts here laid down, the neglect of which hath 
cost some of them their ears in the pillory. 
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CHAP. XV. 



A RECEIPT TO MAKE AV EPIC POEM.* 

An epic poem, the critics agre6, is the greatest voit 
human nature is capable of. They have already liU 
dovrn many mechanical rules for compositions of tbii 
sort, but at the same time they cut ofT almost all under- 
takers from the possibility of ever performing them ; fibr 
the first qualification they unanimously require in t 
poet, ii a genius. I shall here endeavour (for the bfr 

* A severe animadversion is here intended on Boaia ; whOf after 
he has been so many years quoted, commended, and followed, fay a 
long train of respectable disciples, must, 1 am afraid, alas ! be at last 
deserted and given up as a visionary and fantastic criUe ; e i pe ciaH y 
for imagining, among other vain and groundless conceita and rSm^ 
ments, that Homer and Virgil .first fixed on some one maral trntkar 
axiom, and then added a fable or story, with suitable namet aad 
characters, proper to illustrate the truth so fixed upon. Befiare Boatoy 
Mambrun had advanced the same doctrine, and treated it m m philo- 
•ophical Aristotelian manner, in a laboured Diraertation, which ha 
exemplified by a woful Latin Epic Poem, intituled ConstantiBus. He 
was one of tliose many critics who may remind us of the fiite of JBoe- 
ealini, when he was appointed by Paul V. governor of a mall tows, 
because he had written well on political subjects and on the art of 
government ; but was obliged to be recalled after three montha ad- 
ministration for incapacity in the business. The lamentable Epk 
Poems that Boileau has strung toj^ether, the Jonas, the David, the 
Closes, the Alaric, the Clovis, are exactly of the sort and sixe of Sir 
Richard^s Job, Arthur, and Alfred ; from whom our Scriblerus takes 
so many instiinces of the absurd. To these Voltaire has added a 
work that ought to be exempted from this catalogue, the Si. Louis of 
tlie Jesuit Le Moine, who seems to have possessed a more vigorous 
and fertile fancy than any of his countrymen ; who, whatever talents 
they may lay claim to, are not eminent for imagination and creative 
powers, f Us poem is in eighteen books, on the Recovery of oor 
Saviour^s Crown of Thorns from the Saracens; the sutgect, therefore* 
closely resembles that of Tasso, certainly one of the most interesting 
subjects that has ever been treated. He has, like Tasso also, intro- 
duced machinery of angels, demons, and magicians. The speech and 
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ne&t of my countryiueD) to make it manifest, that epic 
poems may be made i^ithout a genius, nay without learn- 
ing or much reading. This must necessarily be of great 
use to all those who confess they never read, and of 
vbom the world is convinced they never learn. Mo- 
Here observes of making a dinner, '' that any man can 
do it with money, and if a professed cook cannot do it 
without, he has his art for nothing." The same may 
be said of making a poem. It is easily brought about 
by him that has a genius, but tlie skill lies in doing it 
without one. In pursuance of this end, I shall present 
the reader with a plain and certain recipe, by which 
any author in the bathos may be qualified for this grand 
performance. 

Wit?ioor of one of the latter, Mireme, in the fifth book, page 145, 
iH» calls up fW>in Hell the shades of many departed tyrants, u con* 
ttivid with wonderful wilduess of fancy, heighteii&d by the scene of 
^transaction, near the pyramids of Egypf ; especially when the 
^uHt of Saladin declares, with an awful and tremendous voice, that 
the Saltan must slay his daughter as an expiatory sacrifice. In short, 
this poem abounds in the terrible graces, and is in a tone and manner 
nry superior to that generally used by the writers of France, and 
tpprottching to the sublimity of Dante or Milton ; the noble fictions 
tf whose Paradise Lost, the cautious and severe Boileau has, it is 
IngiDcd, endeavoured to ridicule in the third canto <^ his Art of 
^Kfary, V. 193. 

" Et quel objet enfin 4 presenter aux yeux, 
Que le diable toiijours hurlant contre les cieux, 
Qui de votre hCros veut rabaisser la gloire, 
Et souvent avec Dieu balance la victoire." 

What BoileaH says of the Epopee is the worst, and whatMarmon- 
lel says, is the best part in their respective Arts of Poetry. It ought 
to be added, that although Le Moine frequently uses a turgid and 
bTperbolical style ; yet that he has prefixed a discourse on Heroic 
^etry, in which are many sensible and acute remarks. Le Moinc ia 
pnuscd by Fontoncllc, vol. ii. of hU works. Voltaire very frankly 
»fni, " Les Francois n*ont pas la tete 6pique." Dr. Warton. 
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For tlie Fable. 

Take out of aoy old poem, bistorj-book, romance, or 
legend, (for instaoce, Geoffrey of Monmouth, or Dob 
Belianb of Greece,) tbose parts of the story which af- 
ford most scope for long descriptions : put these pieces 
together, and throw all the -adFentures you fancy iota 
one tale. Then take a hero, wliom you may choose for 
the sound of his name, and put lilm Into the midst of 
these adventures : there let him work for twelve booki-; 

• 

at the end of which you may take him out, ready pre- 
pared to conquer or to marry ; it being necessary that 
the conclusion of an epic poem be fortunate. 

To make an Episode. 

Take any remaining adventure of your former cp^ 
lection, in which you could no way involve your bin: 
or any unfortunate accident, that was too good to]^ 
thrown away ; and it will be of use, applied to anj 
other person, who may be lost and evaporate in ibt 
course of the work, without the least damage to the 
composition. 

For the Mobal and Allegort. 
These you may extract out of the fable aftervatdv 
at your leisure : be sure you strain them sufficiently. 

For the Manners.* 

For those of the hero, take all tlie best qualities yon 
can find in the most celebrated heroes of antiquity f if 

•■ A sti*oke of ridicule on Bossii. Two very different opiniooa uet 
held on tbis su^fcct : and two very opposite interpretations are given 
of the ^ii(et nBu of Aristotle, and notandi morts of Horace. Da- 
cier, Bossn, Shaacsbiuy, Harris, maintain that the words mean, thai 
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they will Dot be reduced to a consisteDCj, lay them all 
OD a heap upon him. But be sure thej are qualities, 
Thich jour patron would be thought to have ; and to 
{revent any mistake^ which the world may be subject 
lis select from the alphabet those capital letters that com- 
pose his name, and set them at the head of a dedication 
before your poem. However, do not absolutely observe 
the exact quantity of these virtues, it not being deter- 
nined whether or not it be necessary for the hero of a 
poem to be an honest man. For the under characters, 
gather them from Homer and Vii^il, and change the 
aames as occi^on serves. 

For the Machines. 

Take of Deities^* male and female, as many as you 
can use : separate them into two equal parts, and keep 
Jlipker in the middle ; let Juno put him in a ferment, 
ud Yenus mollify him. Remember on all occasions to 
Bake use of volatile Mercury. If you have need of 
devils, draw them out of Milton's Paradise, and extract 
your spirits from Tasso. The use of these machines is 
evident; since no epic poem can possibly subsist with- 



r 



\ 



ibe Banners should be only poetically good ; but Heinsius, Hare, Bat- 
tenix, MaiTOontel, and Twining, insist that they should be morally 
pad. The succeeding paragraph about the use of machines cannot 
tat lenund one of the different opinions held on this sul^ect by Petro- 
\ ika, fay BoMU, by Hobbes, by Temple, by Hurd, by Voltaire, by 
Lord Kaims, by Blair, and Boileau. Dr. Warton. 

* la Dryden^s long dedication to Lord Dorset of his translation of 
ibvenal, he gives an account of his design of writing an Epic Poem 
•itfae actions either of Arthur or the Black Prince, and of the maehi- 
■ay he intended to have used, on that occasion, which seems to have 
taen happUy and judiciously imagined, founded on an idea of a con- 
iot between the Guardian Angels of kingdoms. But Arthur was re- 
«rved for anotb(7 fate, and furnishes the mostabsard examples in the 
flithos. Dr. Wartpx. 
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out tliem, the wisest way is to reserve them for 70 
greatest Decessities: -when jou cannot extricate 70 
hero by any human means, or yourself by your own w 
'seek relief from heaven, and the Gods will do your fa 
siness very readily. This is according to the &c 
prescription of Horace in his " Art of Poetry.'* 

** Nee dtuM inUrsitf nisi dignut fDindiu nodus 
Incident* 

That is to say, a poet should never call upon the gw 
for their assistance, but when he is in great perplexity 

Por the Descriptions. 

For a Tempest. Take Eurus, Zephyr, Auster an 
Boreas, and cast them together in one verse : add to the 
of rain, lightning and thunder (the loudest you cii 
quanium suffiat. Mix your clouds and billows well t 
gether till they foam, and thicken your descriptioD ha 
and tliere with a quicksand. Brew your tempest w( 
in your head, before you set it a blowing. 

For a Battle. Pick a large quantity of images ai 
descriptions from Homer's Iliad, with a spice or two 
Virgil, and if there remain any overplus, you may Is 
them by for a skirmish. Season it well with similtt^ m 
it will make an excellent battle. 

For a Burning Town. If such a description be 11 
cessary (because it is certain there is one in Virgil) ^ 
Troy is ready burnt to your hands. But if you fei 
that would be thought borrowed, a chapter en: two • 
Burnet's "Theory of the Conflagration,*'* well ci 
cumstanced, and done into verse, will be a good suco 
daneum. 



^ Ad undeserved sarcaun on a work full of itrong imagery, Bu 
«et'8 Theory. Dr. Wabton. 
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for simiHes and metaphorsy they may be found all 
be creatioo ; the mogt igooraot may gather them, 
e difficulty is in applying them. For this advise 
rour bookseller.* 

e Dhcoane of Voltaire on the Epic Poets of all nations, add- 
ii Henriade, contains manj false and rude opinions, particu- 
Nne otgections to Paradise Lost. Id the Geneva edition of this 
re are informed of a curious anecdote : When U was printed at 
I in 1726, in quarto, by subscription, Mr. Dadikj, a Greek, and 
of Smjrma, who at that tioae resided in London, saw hj chance 
t leaf as it was printing, where was the following line, 

" Qui forca les Francois & devenir heureux ;" 

lediately paid a ▼isit to the Author, and said to him, ** 1 am 
umntry of Homer ; he did not begin bis Poems b^ a stroke of 
f an Enigma.** The Author immediately corrected the line : 
eg leaye to add, that he did not correct many others of the same 
B kind. Voltaire has dropt a remark in the last edition of his 
on Epic Poetry, which is not indeed very favourable to the 
iThis countrymen ; but is perfectly tnie and just, and which he 
to have forgotten in some of his late assertions : 
most be owned that it is more difficult for a Frenchman to-suc- 
in Epic Poetry than for any other person ; but neither the con- 
t of rhyme, nor the dryness of our language, is the cause of this 
hy. Shall I venture to name the cause I^ It is because, erf" all 
ed nations, oura id tlic least i>oetic. The works in verse, which 
est in vogue in Prance, are pieces for the theatre. These pieces 
be written in a style that approaches to that of conversation, 
'eaux has treated only didactic sabjects, which require simpli- 
It is well known that exactness and elegance constitute the 
merit of his verses, nnd those of Racine ; and when Despreaux 
ipteda sublime ode, he was no longer Despreaux. These exam- 
mve accustomed the French to too uniform a march. ^^ 

Dr. WarVok. 
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CHAP. XVl. 

A PROJECT FOR THE ADTANCBMENT OF THB 81 

It maj be thought that we should not whol 
the drama, which makes so great and so lucrativi 
of poetry:. But this province is so well taken 
by the preseot managers of the theatre, that ii 
fectly needless to suggest to them any other i 
than they have already practised for the advai 
of the bathos. 

Here, therefore, in the. nam^ of all our breth 
me return our sincere and humble thanks to tl 
august Mr. Barton Booth, the most serene Mr. 
WUks, and the most undaunted Mr. Collej Cib 
whom let it be known, when the people of this aj 
be ancestors, and to all the succession of our sue 
that to this present day they continue to outc 
their own outdoings; and when the inevitable 1 
sweeping time shall have brushed off all the work 
day, may this testimony of a contemporary critic 
fame be extended as far as to>morrow. 

Yet if to so wise an administration it be possib 
thing can be added, it is that more ample and c 

• Tha character of a Player is in this chapter treated n 
eontemptooudx. JoknsoD fell into the same cant, and treate 
friend Garrick ookindlj and ui^jusily, at a time when hewat 
into the femiliaritj of some of the best families in this couot 
ron, Chamelle, La Covreur, Du Menil, Le Kain, were eqnallly 
ed in France. But the whole chapter is, in other respects, 
with incomparable and original humour, particularly the thi 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh articles of this project I have i 
able to discover that Booth, who was a man of excellent chars 
Wilks, ever gave any such particular offence to our author a 
NUrve the sarcasms here thrown upon them. Dr. Wa 
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vadfe flcheme which Mr. DeDois and Mr. Oildoa (the 
ro greatest critics and reformen then living) made 
itdic ia the jear I72O9 in a project signed with their 
lines, and dated the second of February. I cannot 
itter conclude than by presenting the reader with the 
fataooe of it. 

** 1. It 18 proposed, that the two theatres be incorpo^ 
tted into one company ; that the royal academy of 
one be added to them as an orchestra ; and that Mn 
)g with his prize-fighters, and Violante with the rope- 
ineen^ be admitted in partnership. 
"^ 2. That a spacious building be erected at the pul^ 
e expense, capable of containing at least ten thousand 
wetaton $ which is become absolutely necessary by 
IS great addition of children and nurses to the audience^ 
aee the new entertainments.* That there be a stage 
iMige as the Athenian, which was near ninety thousand 
MMKtrical paces square, and separate diyisions for the 
iro houses of parliament, my lords the judges, the 
oDonrable the directors of the academy, and the court 
r aldermen, who shall all have their places frank. 
** 3. If Westminster-hall be not allotted to this sei> 
ke (which by reason of its proximity to the two cham- 
ni of parliament above mentioned seems not altoge- 
hsr improper) it is left to the wisdom of the nation 
rhether Somerset-house may not be demolished, and a 
tnatre built upon that site, which lies convenient to re^^ 
dve spectators from the county of Surry^ who may be 
rifted thiUier by water-carriage, esteemed by all pro- 
ectoiB the cheapest whatsoever. To this may be added, 
liii the river Thames may in the readiest manner con^ 
fty those eminent personages from courts beyond the 
teas, who may be drawn, either by curiosity to behold 

* PaDtomimes were tbeo first exhibited ia England. ?« 
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0ome of our most celebrated pieces, or by 
see their countrymeH, the harlequins and euoucfa 
wbich coDTenieut uoticc niaj be given, for two or 
mouths before, in the public prints. 

^ 4. That tlie theatre abovesaid be environed « 
fair quadrangle of buildiugs, fitted for the Bceomi 
tioa of decajed critics and poets ; out of whom 
the most aged (tlicir age to be computed from the 
wherein their first work was published) shall be el 
to manage tiie affairs of the societj, provided nevi 
less that the laureat for the time being may be a] 
one. The head or president over all (to preven 
putes, but too frequent among the learned) shall I; 
roost ancient poet and critic to be found in the \ 
island. 

" 5. The male-plajcrs are to be lodged in the § 
of tlie said quadrangle, and to attend the persons < 
poets dwelling under them, by brushing their ap 
drawing on tiieir shoes, and the like. The actresst 
to make their beds and wash their linen. 

'- 6. A large room shall be set apart for a libra] 
ronsist of all the modem dramatic poems, and al 
tnxticisms extant. In the midst of this room sball 
round table for the council of six to sit and delifa 
on the merits of plays. The majority shall detei 
the dispute : and if it should happen, that three and 
should be of each side, the president sball have a a 
voice, unless where the contention may run so hij 
to require a decision by single combat. 

^ 7. It may be convenient to place the council i 
in some conspicuous situation in the theatre, where, 
the manner usually practised by composers iu n 
they may give signs (before settled and agreed upc 
dislike or approbation. In consequence of these 
iJje whole audience shall be required to clap or hiss, 
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Ike towo may learn certaiolj, urben and bow far ibey 
oogfat to be pleased. 

^ 8. It is submitted, whether it would not be proper 
to dbtinguish the council of six by some particular 
halnt or gown of an honourable shape and colour, to 
vhich may be added a square cap and a white wand. 

" 0. That to prevent unmarried actresses making 
away with their infants, a competent provision be allow- 
ed for tbe nujrture of them, who -shall for that reason be 
deemed the children of the society^ and that they may 
be educated according to the genius of their pnreuisi, 
ibe said actresses shall declare upon oath (as far as their 
memory will allow) tlie true names and qualities of 
their several failiers. A private gentleman's son sliali 
tt the public expense be brought up a page to attend the 
caoadl of six : a more ample provision shall be made 
ibr the sou x>( a poet, and a greater still for ihc son of a 
critic 

^ 10. If it be discovered, that any actress is got with 

child during the interludes of any play, wherein slic 

hath a part, it shall be reckoned a neglect of her busi- 

nesi, aod she shall forfeit accordingly. If any actor for 

the ^ture shall commit murder, except upon the stage, 

he shall be left t<> the laws of tlie land ; the like is to 

be understood of robbery and theft. In all other cases, 

ptrdcularly in those for debt, it is proposed that this, 

Uke the other courts of Whitehall and St. James's, may 

be held a place of privilege. And whereas it has been 

found, that an obligation to satisfy paltry creditors has 

been a discouragement to men of letters, if any person 

of quality or others shall send for any poet or critic of 

this society to any remote quarter of the town, the said 

poet or critic shall freely pass and repass, without being 

Tiable to an arrest. 
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^ 11. The foremeodoned scheme, in its several re* 
guIatioD^ may be supported faj profits arising from evety 
tfaund-olght throughout the year. And as it would be 
hard to suppose, that so many persons could live with- 
out any food (though from the former course of their 
lives a very little will be deemed vcdtkleni) the masten 
of cakulatloQ will, we believe, agree, that out of those 
pfofits the said persons might be subsisted in a sober and 
decent manner. We wUl venture to affirm farther, that 
not only the proper magazines of thunder and lightniof^ 
but paint, diet-drinks, qpitting-pots, and all other neces- 
aaries of life, may in like manner fairly be provided 
for. 

^ 12. If some of the articles may at first view seem 
liable to objections, particularly those that give so vast 
a power to the council of six (which is indeed laiger 
than any entrusted to the great officers of state) this 
may be obviated by swearing those six persons of ik 
majesty's privy council, and obliging them to pass eveiy 
thing of moment previously at that most honoarflble 
board**^ 

Fofe, dfruerei 

MAR. SCRI& 
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HARTINI SCRIBLERI 

SUMMI CRITICI, 

CASTIOATIOKUM m iBN£ID£M 

SPECIMEN. 

'AMhnx totfim, amke lectox^ iiuiumerabilibiu peii& 
aeodis seaturieiiten^ ad prktinmi seoBum re^ocatu- 
■nk Id nDguUs fiere Tefsitms spuris occiifrent leo* 
tloQeti in omnflms qnos unquam ridi codicibiu, aut ml* 

■ fads aut ioeditia, ad opprobrium uique criticonun, id 
knoc diem ezisteDtes. Interea ad?erte ogu1o% et his 
panda ftuere. At n qu9 siot in Ingce castigationibus, 
de quibus noo satis liquet, syllabaram quantitatei^ 
wfOayifAtfet nostra Ubro ipsi pmfigenda, ut coosttlapi^ 
noneoa 



4*4 It ^b very easy, but rery uugrafeful, to laugh at collectors of 
varioHs readings, and adjusters of textt, those poor pioneers of Utera- 
iure; who drag forward 

A waggon load of meanings for one word, 
While A*s deposM, and B with pomp restored. 

To the iodefetigaUe researches of many a Dutch eommeatator antt 
German editor, are we indebted for that ease and facility with which 
we are now enabled to read. " I am persuaded,** says Bayle, ^that 
the ridiculous obstinacy of the first critics, who lavished so much of 
their time upon the questioq, whether we ought to say VirglllM or 
Vergilius, has been oltimately of great use ; they thereby, iiupiflj^ 
men with an extreme veneration for antiquity, they disposed then tn 
a sedulous inquiry ipto the conduct and character of the ancient Om- 
cians and Romans, and that gave occcasion to their improviBg hf 
those great examples." Diet. Tom. v. p. 79^. I. haire alwajjibfBB 
struck with the following words of a commentator, who was alfo a 
great philosopher, I mean Dr. Clarke; who thus finishes the prefhce to 
bis incomparable edition of Homer. ^Levia quidem hflsc, jit pwi 
forte, 81 per se spectentur momenti. Scd ex elementis cooBtant| ex 
principiis oriunter, omnia : £t ex judicii consue^udine in rebus miimtis 
adhibita, pendet sspissimS in maximis vera atqiie accnrata scienfia.^ 
Real scholars will always speak with due regard of such naaMi at 
the Scaligers^ Salmasiuse?, Heinsiuses, Burmans, Reiskiuses, Mark- 
la ndii, Gesners, Ilejne, Toups, Bentleys and Hares. ** Sans se 
<)u*on appelleles erudits,** says Marmontel, very sensibly, '^nom 
9Crion8. encore b^rbares. C*est grace aux lumitres quails ont tranfc 
mlses:, que leurs Merits ne sont phis de saison.** Jortin os^frequent* 
ly to nnntion this attempt to discredit emendatory criticisms, with 
strong marks of derision ; and I have now before me, a letter fronii 
l^oup to Mr. Thomas Wartpn, in the same strain. Dr. Wj»ton. 
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I. SPECIMEN LIBRI PRIMI, Ver. I. 

Arxa Tirumque caoo^ Trojs qui priffliu ab mi^ 
ItaHam,yato profugus, Lavimtque venit 
litora. Multum ille et terris jacdsfti^ et alta, 
Vi faperCUn— - 

Aim Tiraroque caoo, Trq^ qui primus ab oris 
lUBm^Jlaiu profugU8» LoHnaqus veoit 
liUcHra. Multum ille et ierm vexatus^ et alta 
Tifloperilm 

Ab an«, nempe Hfr<^ Joms^ Tide lib. ii. ver. 512; 
550-^la^ Teatorum JSo2t> ut sequitur — Latina certe 
litoa cum Mneas aderat, Lamna non nisi postea ab 
^ opmioata, lib. xii. ver. IQZ-^^jiuUUus terris noa 
eonTeait. 

II. Vkr. 52. 

Et qiusquis numen Junoma adoret ?^ 
Et quisquis nmnm Junonis adoret ? 

^ Longe melius, quam, nt antea, numeny et proculdubio 

<ic VicgiHus. 

III. Ver. M. 

Yenti, yehxi agminefaciOi 

^aa data porta ruunt 

VcDti, Telut aggere JractOy 
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Qmz data porta ruuot- 



Sic corrige, meo periculo. 

TV. Ver. 117. 

Fidumque vehebat OranUm. 
Fcrtemque vehebat Orontetn. 
NimJUktm^ quia epitheton Achatct ootifisUnum 
DODquam datur. 

V. Veb. 119. 

ExBUtitur, pronusque magister 
Volvitur in caput 

Excutitur: pronusque mc^fttf ffr 
Volvitur in caput— 

Aio Virgilium aliter noB flcriprine, quod plaol 
irmatur ez seqaeatibos — Ati iUMm ter Jbulxa ti 
tm'fucl 

VI. Veb. 122, 
Apparent rari naotea in gnigite vasto 



Armi kmrnmtm: ridkold antea orwut vUitm^ qi 
ferro coiiflata» quomodo poflsuni natare ? 

VII. Vee. 151. 

Atqne roUa Hommu leviter perlabitur wnias. 
Atque rotis jjummm leviter perlabitur tubj, 
Simttma ei Unier perlahi^ pleoDasmus est : mirifl 
tera lectio Neptuui agilitatem et celeritatem exp 
idmili modo noster de Camilla, ^n. xi. 

lUe ftd mtacta segeibper sutnma volareti &c. I 
boHcd. 
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Vm. Veb. IH. 

Jmapsfaces ex ssxa Yolwt, jfur&r anna rnhmbrei. 

Imfxees et saxa yolaiit, fi^;miique ndnisin : 

tti sdeot, ifistaDtl periculo— Fa;ee« facibus loDgd pra^ 

itaot, quid enim nfsi faeces jactarent nilgus sordir 

dm? 

IX. Ykr. 17©. 

Awte sulr adrena scopuMs pendenMtts aDtram^ 
tsMt aqutt diilee% yiyoque sedIHa saxo. 
Froote 8ub adyersa popuUs prandentibus antrum. 

Sic malim/ toBg^ potMfai quHin scapuHs pendmtiiw: 
BBgiE ! nooae Tides venu sequenti lAito^ o^ua^ ad po- 
tioduBi et seditta ad discumbendum dari ? in quorim 
ttom? qoApfe pranienlium. 

X. Via. 13S. 

Tres littore c^rvo^ 
PhMpkit errantes: hos M0 tfrme/ito seqimntur 



Tres RttcNre c^rvM 
Aipkit erraotes : hos agmma Ma sequuntMr 

kVtxfgi^ 

CM, lectio Tulgata, absurditas Botinima : Iubc animaHa 
10 Afiicawm iotenta, quis neseit ? at mobts $1 amkukat' 
< riiua coTVontm, quis dod agaorit hoc loco? jLittgr^ 
locoi obi emnt eonrf, uti nosier alibi, 

ft sda in mea steam spaUaiar arum. 
Otten proedariflsimuBi, iiiiai5 et i^fimmbua miUkim 
fcqaenter obsenratumj ut patet en bistofieur. 

* One would tiiink this note was written tbildicate Wfu<burtoii, sot 
BenUey*! mode of eritkidiig; it is so exactlji apposite to masj oCtiis 
iBkrprtlatioBi. Th.W jumm. 

m2 
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XI. Ver. 748. 
ArctMnun^ pluviuque H^^eatgeminosque Trian/uk 
Error gravusimiu. Cerrigo — sefiUmque TrioiMs^ 



XII. Vkr. 631. 

Ctuare agile, O juvenes, tectis succedite nostris. 

htOis potius dicebat Dido, poHta magis oratioae, et 

upica voce et toruni et mensani: exprimebat: ] 

lectioneoi probe confiimat appellatio O juvenes! £ 

cem huoc aensuiD alibi etiam Maro lepide ioouit, M 

Ter. 10. 

Httie uoi fomao potui succumbiere culpa: 

Aonal fetebor eDiiD-< — 

Sic corriges, 

HuU um [viro sciL] potui succumbere culpas? 

Anna ! fatebor enim, etc. 

Yon succumbere quam eleganter ambigua ! 



LIBEB SECUNDVS. Ver. L 

CoNTicuBRx omnefl^ iotentique ora tenebant, 
UsxopeUer ^neas sic orsus ab alto. 

Cmmbuere ooioes, jnUntlque otdi tenebaat; 
Inde toro aatur ^Eneas sic orsus ab alto. 
Omcuhuerey quia, toro ^oeam vidimus accumbei 
quia et altera ratio, sciUcoiiltcuere^ era tenebant^ 
logidi. dictum. Id mamiscripto perquam rarissii 
l^tris museg^ legitur, are gemebant ;. sed magis iog< 
quam ver^. Satur ^neas, quippe qui jamjam a pi 
wirexit^ pater nihil ad rem. 
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II. Ver. 3. 

Aj/Soufton, regiaa, jubes renovare dolorem* 
htfBuUum, ECgioa^ jubes renovHre dolorem. 
Sic haud dubito verterrinois c^icibua scriptum ftifsae i 
quod satis constat ex peraotiquft iWk BiitaDDonim canti- 
fenft YocBik Chevy ChacCi cujiu autor hunc locum sibi 
ttci?it io bsc verba, 

The child may rue thai is unborn. 

ni. Ver. 4.. 

Trojanas ut q^s^ et lamentabile reguum. 

iruaint Danai. 

Trojaoas ut ooe& et lameotabile return. 

HiruennU 

Mallem m)es potKls quam apes^ quoniam in antiquissii* 
mis iliis temporibus oves et armeuta diyitiae regunt' 
fuere. Yel fortasse aves Paridis innuit, quas super Idam* 
Duperrime pascebat, et jam in vindictam pro Helenas 
raptu, a Menelao, Ajace, [vid. Hor. Sat. ii. 3.].aliisque 
dudbus, merit5. occisas*. 

IV. Ver. 5. 

Quaeque ipse miserrima vidt, 
Et quorum pars magna fui. 

Quaeque ipse miserrimus audi, 

Et quorum pars magna fui 

Omnia tarn audita qu^m visavecie distinctione enacra*^ 
re bic iEneas profitetur : multa quorum noz ea fatalis solft 
cooscia fuit, vir probus et pius tanquam visa referre nam 

potuit. 

V. Ver. 7. 

Quis talia/amfo> 

Teroperet a lacrymis ? 

513, 
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Temperet m lacbryinifl ? 

Major eoini doI<^ iodieatio^ absque moio ladtrynate^ 
qu&m aolummodo a laehrjinis dod teraperare. 

VI. ViB.9. 

Et jam nox hnmda coelo 
nrttc!pitat,8uadeDtque cadentia sydera sonioos, 

Et jam nox lumina coelo 
Fnecipitat, soadentque latentia sydera somoog^ 

Lectio, hMamdOy vespertioum rorem solum ionuere 
TidetUT : magis mi arridet lumina^ qus latentia poatquam 
pracqriianiury aorone adreatum annuiiciant 
Sed d tautus amor casus cogaoBcere nostras^ 
Et hYeviter Trojcc stipremum audire labwem. 
Sed ri tantus amor euros cogDoecere noclis^ 
Et krevi Ur Trpjtt suptritmque audire laboresm 

Cura J^octis (scilicet ooctis ezcidii Trojaoi) magis 
compendiosd (vel ut dixit ipse hrmter) totam belU ca- 
tastropbeo denotat, quim diffusa ilia et iodetermioata 
lectio^ casus nostras. Ter audire gratum fuisse Didoi^ 
patet ex libro quarto, ubi didtur, lUacasquc itamn 
Semens audire labwes exposcU: Ter enim jpro sajfe uboP' 
patur. Trcjct^ superumque ktboresy rect^ quia ooo tan- 
tum homines sed et Dii sese his laboribus immiscueruDt 
Vide Mn. ii. Ter. 610, etc. 
Ctuanquara aoimus memkiisse horret, ktctuque refugii, 

lucipiam. 

Qjuaoquam aaimus memioisse horret, lactusque resurgit^ 

Resurgit mu1t5 propriib dolorem renascerUum .notat 
quam nt hactemis, r^ugU. 

VII. Vkb. 19. 

Fracti beIlo» fatisque repulsi 
Boctorea Xknafim, tot jam ld)eDtiba8 autiia 
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lostar moDtis equum, divina Palladis arte 

J&di&cBni Ae. 

, TmcU bello, fatisqae repulsi. 

TVodt ft r^pM^ andthesia perpulchra ! Froctt, frigid^ 
fCtvulgarit^r. 

Equum jam Trqjanum (ut vulgus loquitur) adefimus ; 

^pem a ifuam Gracam voeabiB) lector, mioime fieccea: 

rflolaB eoim femelbe atero gestant Uterumque armato 

*mUite campUnt — Uteroque recusso Insonuere cowk'^ 

JtfK utero sfmHum qnaUr arma dedere—^'^IfH^od 

utero Dana^iy &e. Yoxftia oon coDvenit maribus, — 

SeandUfaiaihmachmamuros. Foeta armi^— — Falla* 

! dem virginen, eqoo man fabricando invigilare deeukie, 

[ 9dB putat ? et incredible pronus ! Q,uamobrem eziatino 

Tcitm ifum ketiooem passim rcstituendam, nkl ubi forte, 

\ netricaiuBayefirtimpotiuBquamf^Mamj^^itti^ pro M^nr^ 

i (Bxit Maio. Tale ! dum baec paucula corriges, majus 

tpmuoveo.* 

f Hmto it mnch pleaiaiitrj in luppoeing it should be the Tnjaa 
awe, «M& not hone ; and in the reavons assigned for this new reading. 
Tito nmemay be sud of altering iecHa for iectu, ver. 631 ; ant ef al- 
for 9HSf rtr, 4, chap. 3. Br. Yfjonoiu 
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AN ESSAY 
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LEiUUTED MAETIl^US SCRIBLERU8, CX)NC£RrnNG 1 

ORIGIN OF SGlENCEfi. 



WBlini^ TO THE MOST LEARNED DR. ■ F. B. 

FROM THE DESERTS OF NVBIAr 

Among all the inquiries which have been pun 
by the curious and inquisitive, there is none more i 
thy the search of a learned head, tlian the source t 
whence we derive those arts and sciences whieh f 
us so. far above the^ vulgar,, the countries in which t 
rose, and the channels by which they have been € 
veyed. As those, who first brought them among os^ 
tained them by travelling into the remotest parts of 
earth, I may boast of some advantages by the si 
means; since I wxite thb from, the deserts of Mtbio 
from those plains of sand, which have buried the piid 
invading armies, with my foot perhaps at thb insl 
ten fathom below the grave of Cambyscs ; a solitud< 
which neither Pythagoras nor Apollonius ever peneti 
cd« 

It is universally agreed, that arts and sciiences n 
derived to us from the ^Egyptians and Indians ; but f 
whom they first received them is as yet a secret. \ 
highest period of time, to which the learned attemjp 
trace them, is the beginning of the Assyrian monarc 
when their inventors were worshipped as gods. ] 
therefore necessary to go backward into times c^ 
more remote, and to gain some knowledge of their 1 
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toy, from irhateyer dark and broteo biota maj waj 
waj be found' io aDcieot autbon coocerning them. 

Nor Troy nor Tbebes were the first of empires ; we 

hye mentioo, though not histories, of an early warlike 

people called the Fygnueans. I cannot but porsuade 

vapt]i, from those accounts in Horner,^ Aristotle^ and 

others of their history, wan and^revohitieDSy and* from 

the Teiy air in which those authors speak of them as of 

tUogp known, that they were dien a part.of the study of 

tke learned. And though all we directly bear is of their 

■ilitaiy achievements, in the brave defence of their 

countiy from- the annual invasions of a powerful enemy^ 

jet I cannot doubt, but that they excelled as much in 

■the^arts of peaceful government ; though there remain 

BS traces of their civil institutions. Empires as great 

have been swallowed up in the wreck of time, and suck 

■ddeo periods have been put to them, as occasion a to^ 

tsl ignorance of their story. And if I should conjecture^ 

that the like happened to this nation from a general ez- 

liipation of the people by those flocks of monstrous 

biifli^ wherewith antiquity agrees they were continaally 

bfealed ; it ought not to seem more incredible^ than that 

m of the Balears was wasted by rabbits, Staiynthe 

by mice,t and of late Bermudas almost depopulated by 

nts.| Nothing is more natural to imagine, than that 

the few survivors of Uiat empire retired into the depths 

of their deserts, where tbey lived undisturbed, till they 

were found out by Osiris in his travels to instructmanf 

kmd. 

• He met," says Diodorus,§ " in iGthiopia a sort of 
Httle Satyrs, who were hairy one half of their body, and 
vhose leader Pan accompanied him in his expedition 

* II. iU. Horn. f EoBtatbius in Hom. II. i. 

t 8peede, in Berioudsf. ) Diod^l, i. ch. 1%. 
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te the dTiKzug of miokiiid.'' Now of this gmX p» 
Bonage Fsd we tiare a Tery particular deacripiioB io the 
MDskat writers; who uoaDimoudy agree torepnaeat 
Uai shaggy-bearded, hairy tU oTer, half a mam and hal 
B beaat, and walkic^; erect with a stafl^ the piMlae k 
which his race do to this day appear amoog m. Jai 
aioee the chief thing to which he apfAied hnnself watlk 
dTiliziiig of mankind, it should sem, that the fintpnl' 
dples of sdeoce must be»received from that natiea^ H 
which the gods were by Homer* said to resort twehr i 
days erery year^ for (be conrersation of its wise aal 
just inhabttaots. 

If from Egypt we proceed to take aview of India, we 
shall find, that their knowledge also derived itasK km 
the samesource. To thatcountry did theaenehkeni* 
tures accompany Bacchus in his expedition under 4faft 
conduct of Silenus, who is also described to ua wiA4bt 
same marks and qualifications. ^ Mankind is igaanntj^ 
saitb Diodonis,t *" whence Silenus derived his fakdi^ 
tlirough his great antiquity; but he had a tail o»kli> 
hyins^ aa likewise had all hu progeny, in sign of theM^ 
aeent" Here then they settled a colony, which ftrAfe 
day subsists with the same tails. From this Ume ittf 
seem to have communicated themselves only to 
men, who retired frtmi the converse of theit own 
to a more unlnlenupted life of contemplatlou. I an 
much incMned to believe, that hi the midst of tfaeaa «lll> 
mdea they instituted the much celebrated otder-ef 
gymnoBOfAists. For whoever observes the scene' aui' 
nanner of their Kfie^ will easily find them to harve ind^ 
tatod with all earaetness imaginable the masners ailA 
enstaoM of their mastoa and instructors. Tliey are mU 
to dwell in the thickest woods, to go naked, to snfite 
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bodies to be ofvernva with baff, and their naili to 
fnm to ki pradl|;ioiu length. Phitarch tays^* ** they eat 
Ihtt tbqr could get in the fiekb, their drink was water, 
mt liMehr bed Made of leaves or moss." And Herodo- 
■rl^tetti tail that thcjr esteemed it a great exploit to 
dil very many ants or tttejping things. 
.lisiica we Bee,tiiat the two nations which contend for 
ha ttrtgfn of leartiing, are the same thAt have ever most 
dMNMdad with this ingenldas race. Though they have 
MtMled, which was first blest with the rise of science, 
f«t hapra they oons|^ed in being grateful to their com- 
aoa masters. Egypt is so well known to have wor- 
Uppedthem of old in their own images ; and India may 
^otdibly supposed to have done the same, from that 
ijhwtinn which they paid in lattei» thnes to the tooth 
li:MBe( these hairy philosophers i in jnst gratitude, as 
lltattld seem, to the mouth, from whkh they recdved 
kair kftowkdge. 

•Hlto wc now over into Chreece; where we find Or* 
(irtofttntaing out of Egypt, with the same intent aa 
DMMa and Baocfaiis made their expedilionB. From this 
PlM k was, that Greece first hetird the name of satyrs, 
M^jvoed tbem fer semideL And hence it is surely rea- 
mMn to conclude, that he brought some of this won^ 
MkA species tfong with bun, who also had a leader of 
Sialltie of Pan^ of the same naane, and expressly called 
Hllg^ by TlieocriCus.); If thus much l>e afiowed, we 
ari^ sncoBOl far two of the strongest reports ie all an- 
tlplly. One is« that ef the beasts following the aniaie 
ilOrplMusi wUch has been inCefpretedof bis tmiaf 
Ipige tempera, bet will thus have a literal appHeaCioD. 
The other, which we most inrirt upoo, ia the fidndoos 

* FlotaMH la bil OmM. M Alettiider*8 forti»«. 

t Herod. hi t n«f ' Af«$. TheKr. Id. t. 
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story of the gods compressing women in woods andcF 

bestial appearances ; wliicb will be solved by the Urn 

these sages are known to bear to. the females of oiirlw^ 

I am sensible it may be objected, that they are said li 

have been compressed in the shape of diffierent aaimabt 

but to this we answer, that women under 8uch< apprehA 

sioos hardly know what shape tliey have to deal widk 

From what has been last said, it is highly cre^Uih 

that to this ancient and generous race the world is I* 

debted, if not for the heroes, at least for the acniest witi 

of antiquity. One of the most remarkable instances, k 

that great mimic genius iEsop,"^ for whose extractkM 

from these •ylve^tres hmnmea we may gather an aigq^ 

meat from Planudes, who says, that JEaop aligiiifies.t]M 

same thing as i&thiop^ the original nation of our peqpbi 

For a second argument we may offer the descriptiiNMI 

his person, which was short, deformed, and almostsav^ 

insomuch that he might have lived in Ae woodi^ Am 

not the benevolence of his temper made him nit)K 

adapt himself to our manners, and come to court i 

wearing appareL The third proof is his acute andssli 

rical wit; and lastly, his great knowledge in the oaM 

of beasts^ togethei^ with the natural pleasure he toek li 

speak of them upon all occasions. .v^, 

The next instance I shall produce is SocratVi 

First, it was a tradition, that he was of an unoommi 

birth from the rest of men : secondly, he had acooqlf 

nance confeming the linehe sprung from, being hald^ll 

nosed, with prominent eytB, and a downward. lo|9|i 

thii!dly9 he turned certain fables of .£sop into vm 

probably out of the r^speet to beasts io generals and kn 

to his family io particular. 

^ Vit JEtop. udiia, f See Plato and Xenophoa 
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pnicen of time the women, with whom these 9yl- 
woaldhave lovingly cohabited, were either taught 
•nkind, or iodiiced by an abhorrence of their 
9^ to slran their embracesf so that our sages were 
dtated t» mix with beasts. This by degrees occa- 
i the hair of their posterity to grow higher than 
middies ; it rose in one generation to their arms, 
s second it invaded their necks, in the third it gain- 
e ascendant of their heads, till the degenerate ap- 
ince, io which the species is now immersed, became 
leted. Though we must here observe, that there 
a few, who fell not under the common calamity ; 
beng some unprejudiced women in every age, by 
e of whom a total extinction of the original race was 
sited. It is remarkable also, that even where they 
mixed, the defection from their nature was not so 
!^but there still appeared marvellous qualities among 
, u was manifest in those who followed Alexander 
dia. How did they attend his army and survey 
rder ! how did they cast themselves into the same 
I 'for march or for combat! what an imitation was. 
df all his diciplioe ! the ancient true remains of a 
ke disposition, and of that constitution, which they 
•ed, while they were yet a monarchy. 
I proceed to Italy : at the first appearance of these 
p^oaophers, there were some of the least mixed 
vouchsafed to converse with mankind; which is 
mt from the name of Fauns,* Afando^ or speaking, 
was. he, who coming out of the woods in hatred 
ranny, encouraged the Roman army to proceed 
At the Hetniscans, who would have restored Tar^ 
But here, as in all the western parts of the world, 
was a great and memorable era> in which they be- 
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gan to be silent. This we may place aomethiDg mi 
the time of Aristotle, when the number, vanity, and tt 
Ij of human philosopben increased, by which mart 
beads became too much puzzled to receive the dnpllj 
wisdom of these ancient Sylvans ; the questions of mji 
academy were too numerous to be consistent with tli^ 
ease to answer; and too intricate, extravagant, idk^ii 
pernicious, to be any other than a derision or scorn nnll 
them. From this period, if we ever hear of their ^ 
log answers, it is only when caught, bound, and coft 
strained, in like manner as was that ancient Gtadii 
prophet, Proteus. 

Accordingly we read in Sylla's* time of sodi a jpH 
losopher taken near Dy rrachium, who would not be |Mi 
auaded to give them a lecture by all they codld «gF I 
him, and only showed his power in sounds by iMJ||M m 
ly^e a horse. 

But a more successful attempt was made in Aafi 
tus's reign by the inquisitive genius of the great Tlij^ 
whom, together with Varus, the eoromentaton Hppii 
to have been the trae persona, who are related Itt tt 
sixth Bucolick to have caught a pfailosopher, and dMiN 
less a genuine one of the race of the old SileooBi V 
prevail upon him to be communicative (of the importaM 
of which Vligil was well aware) they not onlj tled'W 
fast, but allured him likewise hj a courteooa pxeieiit^ 
a comely maiden called ^le, which made him diig bM 
meirily and instructively* In thia song we have tHi 
doctrine of the creation, the same In all prdbaMHtJrii 
waa taught do many ages before in the great pygairiii 
empfae, and several hieroglyphical liBl>le8 iimter wMe! 
they couched or embellished their morals. For whK 

• Vii. PloUrch. in Vit S7lla. 
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ttmm I look ap<m this BuooJick at ao inestimable trca^ 
mate of the moat ancient Bcience, 

Id the teign of Comtautioe we hear of another taken 
ha net, and broi^ht to Alexandria, round whom the 
JgiagHe floefced to hear his wiadoni; but as Ammianus 
MucelKinu reporteth, he proved a dumb philosopher; 
■ad only instructed by action* 

Tiie last we shall speak of, who seemeth to be of the 
Irae race, is said by St. Jerome to have met St Antho- 
ngr* in a desert ; who inquiring the way of him, he 
■howrd hb understanding and courtesy by pointing, but 
irauld not answer, for he was a dumb philosopher 

Tlieae are all the notices, which 1 am at present able 
ll^ptber, of the appearance of so great and learned a 

rs CO your side of the world. But if we return to 
aneient native seats, Africa and India, we shall 

%|Q.iind, even in modem times, many traces of thek 

ijll^ttai Qpnduct and valour. 
, Jn Africa (as we read among the indefatigable Mr. 

^^pchas's collections) a body of them, whose leader 

ms iaflamed with love for a woman, by martial power 
mi stratagem won'a fort from the Portuguese. 

But I must leave all others, at present^ to celebrate 
|m -praise of two of their unparalleled monarchs in lo" 
iia. The one was Pcrimal the Magnificent, a prince 
apHlearned and communicative; to whom in Malabar 
tteir excess of seal dedicated a temple, raised on seven 
kpidKd pillars, not inferior in Mali^us'st opinion to 
ftpie of Agrippa in the Pantheon. The other, Hani* 
aant the Marvellous, his relation and successor, whose 
knowledge was so great, as ma'le his followers doubt if 
eren that wise species could arrive at such perfection : 

♦ Vit.«. ADt t Maff. Vi. 
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and therefore tliey ralber ima^iDed him and hia race t 
sort of gods formed into apes. His was the tooth vlBck 
the Portuguese took in Bisoagar 1550, for which theln- 
diaos ofTcred, accordiog to Lioschotten,* the imnenie 
sum of seven hundred thousand ducats. Nor let m 
quit thb head without mentioning with all due xttfM 
Oran Outang the Great, the last of this line ; wte 
unliappj chance it was to fall into the hands of Europe 
ans. Oran Outang, whose value was not known iorm, 
for he was a mute philosopher : Oran Outang, bj wbOR 
dissection the learned Dr. Tysonf has added a cooir 
mation to thb system, from tlic resemblance between tk 
homo si^lvestris and our human body, in those ovgam I9 
which the ^rational soul is exerted. 

We must now descend to consider this people as wnk 
into the hruta naiura by their continual commerce «M 
beasts. Yet even at thb time, what experiments do thq 
not aflford us, of relieving some from the spHeeOi-ad 
others from impostluimes, by occasioning laughter atfjin 
far seasons ! with what readiness do they enter iototb 
imitation of whatever b remarkable in human tife! toi 
what surprising relations have le Comte^ and otbei 
given of their appetites, actions, conceptions, affectiov 
varieties of imaginations, and abilities capable of ponu 
iug tlicm ! If under their present low cii'cumstanov > 
birtli and breeding, and in so short a term of life u i 
now allotted them, they so far exceed all beasts^ U! 
equal many men ; what prodigies may we not oooodf) 
of those, who were nati melioribus oMnUy those prin 
tive, loDgeval, and antediluvian man- tigers, who fin 
taught science to the world ? 



* Linstcbot. cb. 44. P. 

+ Dr. Tyson's Anatomy of a Pigmy, 4to. P. 

; Father le Ccmte, a Jesuit, in the tccoimt of hii travels. 
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This account, which is entirelj my owo, I am proud 

Id imagine has traced knowledge from a fountain cor- 

ifeipoiidciil to severaf opidious of the ancientB, though 

Mfaerto andiacovered both by thera and the more in- 

pnioiis moderas. And now what shall I say to man- 

kind in the thought of this great discoveiy ? uhat, but 

Ihat they i^oald abate their pride, and consider that the 

Mthon of our knowledge are among the beasts ? that 

tbeie, wlio were our elder brothers by a day in the crea- 

liDO, wlioae kingdom (like that in the scheme of Plato) 

wai goTeroed by philosophers, who flourished witli 

kaniing in Ethiopia and India, arc now distinguished 

and known only by the same appellation as the man-tiger 

and the monkey ? 

t Aa to fpeech, I make no question, that there are re- 
ntfna of the first and less corrupted race in their native 
toerta, who yet have t-he power of it. But tlie vulgar 
, raaion given by the Spaniards, ** that they will not 
for fear of being set to work," is alone a sufficient 
considering how exceedingly all other learned per- 
■ffect their ease. A second is, that these observant 
•oeaturea, having been eye-witnesses of the cruelly witli 
■which that natiou treated their bi-other Indians, find it 

BtGesaary not to show themselves to be men, that they 

nay be protected not only from work, but from cruelty 
• iho. Thirdly, they could at best take no delight to 
vcanverse with the Spaniards, whose grave and sullen 

iBoper is so averse to that natural and open cheerfulness, 

vMch is generally observed to accompany all true 

knowledge. 
But now were it possible, that any way could be 

iouud to draw forth their latent qualities, I cannot but 
UnDk it would be highly serviceable to the learned 
"vorld, both in respect of recovering past knowledge, 
^3(1 promoting the future. Might iheic uo\.\y^lQ>x^^ 
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certaia geoUe aod artful methods, whereby to eodMr u 
to them ? Ib there no Datioa id the world, wboie miat 
ral toro is adapted to engage their societji and win thm 
bjr a sweet similitude of maoners ? Is there no Da0i% 
where the men might allure them by a distinguisfaiii 
civiliAy, and in a manner fascinate them by assimilitcd 
motions? no naUon, where the women with eaiy lre^ 
doms, and the gentlest treatment, might obUge the 
loving creatures to sensible returns of humanity ? The 
love I bear my native country prompts me to wish thh 1 
nation might be Great Britain ; but alas ! in our preieot 
wretched, divided condition, how can we hope^ (hat 
foreigners of so great prudence will freely declare their 
sentiments in the midst of violent parties, and at so Ttit 
a distance from their friends, relations, and countiy? 
The affection I bear our neighbour state, would iocfioe 
me to wish it were HoUand- 



Svd leva in parte maiuill'ce 
Nil salit Arcadico. 



It is from France then we must expect this restoratioQ 
of learning, whose late monarch took the sciences under 
his protection, and raised them to so great a h&(jiA» 
May \re not hope their emissaries will some time cr 
oOier have instructions, not only to invite learned mea 
Into their country, but learned beasts, the true ancieot 
man-tigers I mean of Ethiopia and India ? Might not 
the talents of each kind of these be adapted to the in- 
provement of the several sciences ? the man- tigers to io- 
struct heroes, statesmen, and scholars ; baboons to teach 
ceremony and address to courtiers ,* monkeys, the art 
of pleasing in conversation, and agreeable aflfectatiooe U» 
ladies and their lovers; apes of less learning to form 
comedians and dancing masters $ and marmosets, court 
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ges Mid young Englbh travellen ? But the dktio- 
Ubing of each kind, aod allotting the proper buaoess 
each, I leave to the inquisitiye and penetrating geniiu 
d|e JeeuitB in their respective missions. 

FaU, etfruere. 



>or. nm. 
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ANNUS MIRABILIS: 

OR, 

THE WONDERFUL EFFECTS 

OF 
THE APPROACHING CONJUNCTION OF THE PLANER 
JUPITER, MARS, AND SATURN. 
BT MART. 8CRIBLBRUJ, PHILOMATH. 



i 



In nova fert animus mutatas dicere formas 
Corpora 

I SUPPOSE eveiy body is sufficiently apprised of, vbA 
duly prepared for, the famous conjuoction to be celebra- 
ted the 20th of this iDstant December, 1722, foretold bf 
all the sages of antiquity under the name of the annus 
mirabiUs^ or the metamorphostical conjunctioo : a word 
which denotes the mutual transformation of sexes (llie 
effect of that configuration of the celestial bodies) (be 
human males being to be turned into females, and the 
human females into males. 

The Egyptians have represented this great transfcw^ 
mation by several significant hieroglyphics, particularly 
one very remarkable. There are carved upon an obe- 
Hsk, a barber and a midwife ; the baiber delivers bis 
razor to the midwife, and she her swaddling clothes to 
the barber. Accordingly Thales Milesius (who, like 
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llie rest of his countrjmen, borrowed his learning from 
the £g7ptiau8) after hariog computed tbe^tim^ of this 
limous conjunction, ^ then," sajs he, ''^^alt^men and 
women mutually exchange the pangs of shaTing and 
cbildbearing." 

Aoaximaoder modestly describes this metamorphosis 
ia mathematical terms, *' tlieni" says he, " shall the ne- 
gslive quantity of the women be turned into positive, 
(heir — into + (i. e.) their minus iaio plus *^ 

Plato not only speaks of this great change, but de- 
scribes all the preparations toward it, ^ Long before 
tiie bodily transformation,'' says he, *' nature shall be> 
gu the most difliqult part of the work, by changing the 
ideas and inclinations of her two sexes : men shall turn 
effeiniuate, and women manly; wives shall domineer, 
ud husbands nbej ; ladies shall ride a horseback, dresi- 
ed like cavaliers-; princes and nobles appear in uiglit- 
raik and petticoats ; men shall squeak upon theatres with 
ienik Voices, tod women corrupt virgins ; lords sliall 
loot and cut paper: and even the northern people 
«^i«»tijr^y i^mli,' a f hrase (which, for modesty's sake, 
Ifotbear to translate) which denotes a vice too frequent 

among us. 
That the ministry foresaw tliis great change, is plain 

inm the calico act; wliereby it is now becoide the oc^ 
tipation of the women all over £nglaud, to convert their 
HNkiB female habits into beds, window-curtains, chairs, 
and joint-stools; undres&iag themselves {as it were) be- 
fore their transformation. 

The philosophy of this transformatioa will not seem 
lurnrising to people, who search into the bottom of 
tUigB. Madame Bourignon, a devout French lady, has 
shown us, how man was at first created male and female 
ill one individual, having the faculty of propagation 
vithin himself; a clicumstance necessary to the ?x^v^ ^ 
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ioDooeiicey vbereio a nuui's happioeai was not to depend 
upon the caprice of another* It tras not till afier he 
had made a faxa pas^ that he had his female mate. 
iVIanj such transformations of individuals have bees 
well attested; particularly one by Montaigne, and an- 
other bj the late bishop of Salisbury. From all which 
it appears, that this system of male and female has al- 
ready undergone, and may hereafter suffer, several al- 
terations. Every smatterer in anatomy knows, that a 
woman is but an introverted man; a new fiisioo and 
JUOus will turn the hollow bottom of a bottle into a cob- 
Tczity; but I forbear for the sake of my modest meo- 
readen^ who are in a few days to be virgins. 

In some subjects the smallest alterations will do: 
some men are sufficiently spread about the hips^ aid 
contrived with that female softness, that they want oalj 
thenffadve quantity to make them buxom wenchei; 
smd there are women who are, as it were, already tJK 
ibaudu!* of a good sturdy man. If nature could bf 
puzsded, it will be how to bestow the redundant maUei 
of the exuberant hubbies that now appear about town 
or how to roll out the short dapper fellows into well 
sized w<Mnen. 

This great conjunction will b^in to operate oo Satar 
jay, the 2Qth instant. Accordipgly, about-eight at night 
«a Seneuno shall begin at the opera, St md^, he sM 
be observed to make an unusual motion ; upon whici 
the audience yrlll be affected with a red sufiUsioo ove 
their countenance : and because a strong successioD c 
the muscles of the belly is necessary toward performiD; 
tlus great operation, both sexes will be thrown into 
proliise involuntary laughter. Then, to use the modei 
terms of Aoazimander; ^ shall negative quantity b 

* Sketch, rough draught, sr enay, S. 
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turned iolo poeltiTe," Sic. Time never beheld, nor 
will it ever assemble, such a number of untouched vir- 
gios within those walb! but, alas i such will be the irn* 
patience and curiosity of people to act in tlieir new 
capacity, that many of them will be completed men and 
wunen that very night To prevent the disorders thai 
may hqppea upon this occasion, is the chief design of 
this paper. 

Gentlemen have begun already to make use of this 
conjunction to compass their fiUliy purposes. They tell 
the laidiea, forsooth, that it is only parting with a perish- 
able commodity, hardly of so much vaUie as a calico un- 
der petticoat; since, like its mistress, it will be useless 
10 the form it is now in. If the ladies have no regard 
to the dishonour and immorality of the action, I desire 
they will consider, that nature, who never destroys her 
own productions, will exempt big-bellied women till the 
time of their Ijing in; so that not to be transformed, will 
be the same as to be pregnant. If they do not think it 
worth while to defend a fortress, that is to be demolished 
Id a few days, let them reflect, that it will be a mdan- 
cboly thing nine months heuce to be brought to bed' of 
a bastard ; a posthumous bastard, as it were, to whkh 
the qumkdam father can be no more than a dry nurse. 

This wonderful transformation is the instrument of 
Mture to balance matters between the sexes. The 
craelty of scornful mistresses shall be returned; the 
slighted maid shall grow into an imperious gallant, and 
reward her undoer with a big belly, and a bastard. 

It is hardly possible to imagine the revolutions (hat 
this wonderful phenomenon wiU occasion over the face 
of the earth. I long impatiently to see the proceedings 
of tlie parliament of Paris, as to tlie title of succession to 
the crown ; this being a case not provided for by the 
Salique law^ There will be no pt^yetiVAiv^ «vs«i^«* 
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wmoDg friars and monlu; for certaioty vows of cfaaatit]^ 
do not bind, but under the sex in which they were 
made. The same will hold good with marriages, thougk 
I think it will be a scandal among protestants for ha» 
bands and wives to part, since there remains still a pQa" 
sibility to perform the debitum conjvgale, by the hm- 
band being femme comerte. I submit it to the jadgment 
of the gentlemen of the long robe, wiiether the traDsfo^ 
mation does not discharge all suits of rapes. 

The pope must undergo a new groping: but the false 
prophet Alahomet has eontriyed matters well for hift. 
successors ; for, as the grand seignior has now a great 
many fine women, he will then have as many fine young 
gentlemea at bis devotion. 

These are surprising scenes; but I beg leave to afr 
ilim, that the solemn operations of nature are subjects of 
contemplation, oot of ridicule. Therefore, I make it my 
earnest request to the merry fellows and giggling ghrln 
about town, that they would not put themselves in a high 
twitter, wiien they go to visit a general lying in of hk. 
fint child; his officers serving as mid wives, nurses, and 
rockers dispensing caudle; or if they behold the reve- 
rend prelates dressing the heads and airing the lines at 
court; I beg tiiey will remember that these offices must 
be filled with people of the greatest regularity, and beet 
cjharacters. For the same reason, I am sorry, that a 
certain prelate,"^ who» notwithstanding his confinement,f 
still preserves his healthy, cheerful countenance, cannot 
come in time to be a nurse at court. 

I likewise earnestly intreat the maids of honour, (then 
ensigns and captains of the guards) that at their first sat: 
ting out they have some regard to their former station; 
and do not run wild tfirough all the infomous housa 

» Dr. Atterbuij. N. f In Decdober, 1722. N. 
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abottttoWB: that Uie preieiit graow of the bed-chanibcr 
(tkeo niaidi of hooour) would not eat chalk and lime ia 
tlieir green-dckiiefli : and, in general, that the-men 
«iiild renember they are become retromingent, and not 
bj iwdverteocy lift up agaioBt walla and posts. 

Ffitticoats will not be burdensome to the clergy; but 
balls and aseemUies will be indecent for some time. 

As for yoi^ coquettes, bawds^ and chambermaids (the 
fttoie ministers^ plenipotentiaries, and cabinet*counsel- 
iors to the princes of the earth) manage the great in- 
trigues that will be committed to your ehaige with your 
aaial secrecy and couduct, and the affairs of your mas- 
Un will go better than ever. 

O ye Exchange-women !* (our right worshipful re- 
pceicntatiTes that are to be) be not 'so griping in the sale 
of your ware as youi predecessors, but consider that 
the nation, like a spendthrift heir, has run out : be like* 
win a little more condnent in your tongues than you 
we at present, else the length of debates will spoil your 
dinoenu 

Toa honsewifely good women who now preside over 
the confectionary (henceforth commissionerB of the trea* 
NUy) be ao good as to dispense the sugar-plums of the 
gofenuneDt with a more impartial and frugal hand. 

Ye prudes and censorious old maids (the hopes of the 
bench) exert but your usual talent of finding faults, 
tad the laws will be strictly executed; only I would 
not have you proceed upon such slender evidences as 
you have done hitherto. 

It is from you, eloquent oyster-merchants of Billings- 
gate, (just ready to be called to the bar, and qudfed 
4ike your sister sergeants) that we expect the shortening 
the time, and lessening the expenses of lawsuits; for I 
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thhik 700 vtt obsenred to bring your debtties to t ihor 
uaue; and eren cuttom will restrain 70a fron tddij 
the 07ster» and leaving 00)7 ^he ahdl to 7oiir elieot- 

7e pbydcians! nho in the figure of old wtM 
^«re to ckan the tripe in the markets, scour it at eAefeu 

aU7 as 70a have done thai of 7our patieotii and tk 
town will fare most deliciousty on Saturda78. - 

1 cannot but congratulate human nature upon ^ 
happ7 transformation : the oniy expedient left to restor 
the liberties and tranquillit7 of mankind. This is s 
evident, that it is almost an affront to common sense t 
insist upon the proof: if there can be an7. such stufi 
creature as to doubt it, I desire he will make but 4> 
following obvious reflection: There are in Euiap 
alone, at present, about a million of sturd7 fellowi 
under the iknomiuation of standing forces, with an 
in their hands : that those are masters of the Hve 
liberties^ and fortunes of all the rest, I believe no \n 
Hy will den7. It is no less true in fact, that reams < 
paper, and above a square mile of skins of vellum, hai 
l)een emplo7ed to no purpose to settle peace amoo 
those sons of violence. Pra7 who is he that will ss 
unto them, ^' go and disband 7our8elves :** but lo ! h 
this transformation it is done at once, and the hal^ 
on da7S of public traQquillit7 return ; for neither tl 
miiitar7 temper nor discipline can taint the soft se 
for a whole age to come: hellaque nuUrihus mai« 
wars odious to mothers, will not grow immediatel7 pi 
latable in their paternal state. 

Nor will the influence of this transformation be le 
in famil7 tranquillit7 than it is in national. Ores 
faults will be amended, and frailties foigiven on hot 
sides. A wife, who has been disturbed with late hour 
and choked with the hautgout of a %ot, will remembc 
bfr suttbriag^ and avoid \Yit l<»D^\al\Qm \ and wil 
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for the same rea«Mi8 iodiilge her mate, in hit female 
cqMcitf , In iome pomioua, which she is sensible from 
Oferieoce are uatnral to the sex; such as yanl^, 
(tee clothes, being admired, &c. And how tenderly 
wat she use her mate under the breeding qualms and 
hbeor-pi^ns which she hath felt herself! In short, all 
unreasonable demands upon hudi)ands must cease, be- 
«Buie,' ihey are already satisfied, from datura! experi- 
eoee, that they are impossible. 

That the ladies may govern the affairs of the world, 
lod the gentlemen those of their household, better thait 
eUier of them have hitherto done, is the hearty de- 
ire of 

Their most sincere well-wisher, 
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Since this unhappy divlsioD of our oatioo into parties^ 
it 18 not to be imagined how many artifices have been 
made use of by writers to obscure the truth, mid coyer 
designs which may be detrimental to the public. la 
particular, it has been their custom of late to vent their 
political spleen in allegory and fable. If an honest be- 
lieving nation is to be made a jest o( we have a story 
^ of " John Bull and his wife :" if a treasurer is to be 
glanced at, an ant with a white straw is introduced ; if 
a treaty of commerce is to be ridiculed, it is immediate- 
ly metamorphosed into a tale of ^ Count Tariff." 

But if any of these malevolents have a small talent 
in rhyme, they principally delight to convey their malice 
in that pleasing way ; as it were gilding the pill, and con- 
teaUog the poison under the sweetness of numbers. 

It is the duty of every well-designing subject to pre- 
vent, as far as he can, the ill consquences of such per- 
aicious treatises; and I hold it mine to warn the public 
•f a late poem, entitled ^ The Rape of the Lock C^ 
wluch I shall demonstrate to be of this nature. 

It is a conmion and just observatibn, that, when the 
■eaning of any thing is dubious, one can no way better 
judge of the true intent <tf it, than by considering who is 
the author, what is his character in general, and his d» 
position in particular. 

Now that the author of this poem is a reputed Psk 
pist b well known ; and that a genius so capable of dth 

mg service to ibat cause may baye\)t^ t^uvx^v^*^ 
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the eoune of his educatioDbjr Jesuits or others, i 
\y very omch to be suspected ;- notwithstandini 
seeming eoolaess and moderatioii, which he has 
(perhaps artfiilly) reproached with by those of h 
persuasioD.^ They are seonble^ that this natioc 
cured by good and whoksome laws to prevent s 
practices of the church of Rome;, particularly th 
BeatioD of boc^ that may io may sort propagai 
doclHoe : their, authois- are tiierefbie obliged to 
their designs the deeper ; and though I eanuot ai 
iutentioD of this gentleman wasdire^ly to spre 
pish doctrioes^ yet it comes to 4he same point if In 
the govemraeat: for the court of Rome knowi 
wdl» tiiat the church at this time is so firmly fo 
oo the state, that the only way to shake the one, 
attacking the other. 

- What confirms me in thisoj^ionis an accident 
covery I made of a rery artiiil {^eoe of mamig 
mnoog his Popbh irieods and abettors, to hide his 
design upon the government by taking all the c 
ten upon themselves. 

Upon the day that this poem was published^ 
my fortune tostep into the Cooo»>tree, where a c 
gentleman was railing very liberaliy at theauthoi 
a paanoo extremely wefl counterfeited, for havi 
he said) reflected upon him in the <sharacter of Sir I 
Upon his fgoiug out^ I inquired who he was^ aoc 
told me '* he was a Roman cathoUc knight" 

I was the same evening at Will's, and saw a 
round another gentlemaii, who was railing in like 
iier, and showing hissnufl^x and cane to prove h 
satirized in the same character. I asked this g 
man's naoie, and was told ** he was a Roman ca 
IomL'' 
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k day or two alter I bappened tobeio eompanywith 
the youiig lady to whom the poem It dedicated. She 
iht took iQ> the character of Belinda with much fraDk- 
lOi aad good humour, though the author has given usa 
tht io hb d6dicaddo»*' that he meant tomething farther. 
Ihb lady it alao a Roman catbolie. At the same time 
•Ikn of the chencters were claimed by gome perMNM. 
titharoom; and all of them Roman cathoUo. 
• But to proceed to.the work itieU 

kiall thingi which are intricate^ as aDegories in their 
•WB nature are, and tspeclMy those that are industri- 
urijf made so, it is not to be expected^ we should find 
ts^dew at fint sight : but when once we have laid hold 
isttaty we dmlt trace this our author through ail the 
hbyrinths, doublings,, and tnrmngs of bis intricate oom- 
poodon. 

First then let it be observed, that in the most demon- 
itntive sciences tome pe^laia are- to be granted, upon 
vUch the rest is naturally founded. 

The ooly pastuUamnj or concesnon, which I desire to 
be made me, i% tliat by the Locb; is meant 

The BAjutixB^TBEAiT.t 

& First then, I shall discover that Belinda repfesents 
(heat Britain, or (which is the samethlng) her late ma- 
jeity. This is plainly seen in his description of her : 

On her white breast a fpartiing croM the bore: 

tttuding to the ancient name of Albion, from her white 
clifis^ and to the. cross which is the ensign of England. 

* ** The character of Belinda (as it is here managed) resembles yoa 
iafeoOuDf batbeanty.** Pedlcatioii to the Rape oftiie Lock. P. 

t For a full account of the political transactions relating tothia- 
tttaty, see •* The Condact of the Allies,'^ and *^ TltTawYt Wk ^«i 
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II. The baroD, -who cuts off the lock, or barrie 
ty, ii the £. of Oxford. 

III. Clarisia^ who lent the tckeorB, 1117 Lady Mi 

IV. Thaleitria, who provokes Belinda to resi 
loss of the lock, or treaty, the duchess of Marttxi 

V. Sfar Piwne, who is moved by Thaleatris te 
maud it of Chreat Britain^ Friooe Eugeoe, wh( 
hither for that purpose. 

There are some other inferior characters, wh: 
shall observe upoo afterward : but I shall first c 
the foregoing. 

The first part of the baron*s character is his bei 
venturous, or enterprising, which is the common < 
given to the eari of Oxkvd by his esemies. Thi 
he aspires to is the treasury, in order to which h( 
a sacrifice : 



- an altar built 



Of twelve rait FreDch rcnpaDcefl neatly gilt. 

Our author here takes occasion maliciously to ins 
this statesman's love to France ; representing the 
he chiefly studies to be vast French romances: 
are the vast prospects from the friendship and a] 
of France, which he satirically calls romances : £ 
thereby, that these promises and protestations w< 
more to be relied on than those idle legends. Oi 
he is said to buUd an altar ; to intimate that tlie 
dation of his schemes and honours was fixed upo 
French romances above mentioned. 

A hUf a garter, hair al pair •f gloves. 

One of the things he sacrifices is a fan ; which, bo 
its gaudy show and perpetual fluttering, has been 
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Mes of the bedchanber. The garter alludes to the 
VoDOurs he coDferred oo some of his friends ; and we 
MjTy without straioiog the sense, call the half pair of 
l^es a gauntlet, the token of those military esnploj* 
BMDt% which he is said to have sacrificed to his designs. 
Tlie prise, as I said before, means the treasury, which he 
Mkes his prayer soon to obtain, and long to possess. 

Tke powers gave ear, and craoted half his pray 1r, 
The rcft, the winds diipersM in enptj air. 

lathe first of these lines he gives him the treasury, and 
& the last suggests, that he should not long possess that 

SBDOOr. 

Vhat Thalestris is the duchess of Marlborough, a^ 
pesn both by her nearness to Belinda, and by this 
lutbor's malevolent suggestion that she is a lover ol 

irar. 

To arms, to arm?, the bold Thaleatria crxei : 

hat more particulariy by several passages in her spetdi 
to Belinda upon the cutting off the lock or treaty, 
iiioog other things she says, ** was it for thb you bound 
joor locks in paper durance ?" Was it for this so mudi 
ptper has been spent to secure the barrier treaty ? 

Metbinks, abvady I yoor tean lorrty ; 
.^iready hear the horrid thinfi they fay, 
Already see you a degraded toast 

This describes the aspersions under which that good 
princess suffered, and the repentance which must have 
followed the dissolution of that treaty ; and particular- 
ly levels ai the refiisal some people made to drink her 
msjesty'B health. 
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Siv Plaae (a proper Dame for a loldier) has al 
circnnMUoceg tbat agree with Prince Eugene : 

Sir Flume|.qf. aapber mafl^box jastly vaia, 
And the nice'condiict of a cloaded cane, 
With earaeft e yn 

'Tie remarkable, this general ii a great taker of ; 
as well as towns; bis conduct of the clouded cane 
him the honour which is so justly his due, of an i 
conduct in battle, which is figured bj his cai 
truncheon, the ensign of a general. His *' earnest i 
or the vivacity of his look, is so particularly rem 
ble in him, that this character could be mistaken f 
other, had not the author purposely obscured U b; 
fictitious circumstances of a ^ round unthinking fa 

Having now explained the chief characters < 
human persons (for there are some others that will 
after fall in by the by, ia the sequel of this discour 
shall next take in pieces his machinery, whereL 
satire is wholly confined to ministers of state. 
. The sylphs and gnomes at first sight appeared 4 
to rignify the two contending parties of this nation 
these being placed in the air, and those on the eai 
thought agreed very well with the common deuo: 
ti(m, high and low. But as they are made to b 
first movers and influencers of all that happens, 
plain they represent pronriscnoosly the heads of pa 
whom he msJtes tabe the authors of all those chi 
in the state, which are generally imputed to the I( 
mid instability of the British nation. 

This ening mortals lewity may call : 

Dh Uind to truth ! the iif Iphi contrive it all. 
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i of (bb he has givea us a plain demoiMtratioD :- for, 
takiog of these gpiri(% he sajs ia express tennsi 



The chief, the care of aations own, 



And guard, with arms divine, the British throne. 

knd here let it not seem odd, if in this mysterious 
f of writieg, ve find the same person, who has before 
to represented by the baron, again described in the 
racter of Ariel ; it being a commas way vith authors, 
his fabujous manner, to take such a liberty. As for 
jmce, I have read in St. Evremond, that all the dif- 
iDt characters in Fetronitis, are but Nero in so many 
ferent appearances. And in the key to the curious 
Muice of Barclay's Argeuis, both Poliarchus and Ar- 
mbrotua mean only the king of Navarre. 
Ve observe, in, the very beginning of the poem, that 
iA ia possessed of the ear of Belinda $ therefore it 
ifaaoliitely necessary, that this person must be the 
tSiter who was nearest the queen. But whoever 
dd be farther convinced that he meant the treasurer, 
f know him by his ensigns in the following line : 

He raiied his azure wand. 



i« 



^ ntting oa the mast of a vessel shows his presiding 
T the South-Sea trade. When Ariel assigns to his 
gihB all the posts about Belinda, what is more clearly 
cribed than the treasurer's disposing of all the places 
lie kingdom, and particularly about ber majesty ? 
t let us hear the lines : 



Ye spirits, to jrour charge repair, 



The ikittering fon be Z^hyretta's care ; 
The drops to the, Brillante, we ooodgn, 
And, Momentilla, let the watch be thine: 
IX> thou, Crispisn, tend her fa?*rite lock. 
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Be has hen particularised the ladies and women of lis 
bed-chandier, tl^ keeper of the cabinet, and her nMJfl^ 
t7*s dresser, and impudently given niclLnames to esck 
To put this matter beyond all dispute, the sylphs ait 
said to he wondrous fond of place, in the canto follinr- 
ii^ where Ariel is perched uppermost, and all the itk 
take their places subordinately under him. 

Here again I cannot but ol»erve the excessive ou^|- 
oitv of this author, who could not leave the characte 
of Ariel, without the same invidious stroke which he gift 
him in the character of the baron l)efore- 

Amai'd, confused, he saw his pow*r expir*d^ 
Resigned to fate, and with a sigh retir*d : 

being another prophecy that he shouM resign his plitfl 
wliich it is probabfe all ministers do, with a 8%h. 

At the head of the gnomes he sets Umbriel, a dsri^ 
melancholy spurit, who makes it his business to giveBl 
Hnda the spleen ; a vile and malicious suggestion agsiail 
some grave and worthy minister. The vapours, pha» 
toms, vttiotts, and the like, are the jealousies, fears^fid 
cries of danger, that ha%*e so often affrighted and 
ed the nation. Those who are described, in the 
of spleen, under those several fantastical forms, ajpjB dM 
same whom their iilwillers have so often called- # 
whimsical. 

The two foregoing spurits being the only oonsideraMc 
characters of the machinery, I shall but just mentioo 
the sylph, that is wounded with the scissors ait the loss ol 
the lock ; by whom is undoubtedly understood my Lord 
Townshend, who at that time received a wound in hk 
character for making the barrier-treaty, and was cutout 
of bis employment upon the dissolution of k : buTthal 
spurit reunite^. and reci^ves no harm,* to signify thatl^ 
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Ctfoe to iKilliiog> and his knUiip had do real hufi 
tjit. 

But I must not conclude (his head of the characten 
l^thout obscrviDg, that our author hat run through 
rmy atage of beiogB io search of topics for detractioo. 
At he has characterised some persons under angels and 
■KD, so he has others under animak and things inaoi- 
Ittte : he has even represented an eminent clergjtnau 
m a dog^ and a noted writer as a tooL Let us examioe 
jji^ former : 



But Shock, who thought she slept tqo lonz. 



Leapt up, and wak*d his mistress with hii tongue. 
'*Twa> then, Belinda, if report say true, 
Thy ejcs first open*d on a billet-doaz. 

9f flns Shock, it is manifest he has Biost audaciously 
ttd profaoely reflected on Dr. SacheverelU who leapt 
^Ihat is, into the pulpit, and awakened Great Britain 
MA IiIb toogue, that is, with his sermoo, which made 
^H^viich noise, and for which he has been frequently 
tertted bj others of his enemies, as well as by this au- 
'Akr, h dog. Or perhaps, by his tongue may be more 
ItaraHy meant his speech at his trial, since immediately 
^taeupoo , our author says, her eyes opened on a billet- 
^tiuk. BiDet-dottx being addresses to ladies from lover;, 
%j be aptly interpreted those addresses of loving sub* 
jecis to her majesty, which ensued that trial. 
The other instance b at the end of the third canto » 

ated did the laboun of the gods dettroy, 
And strike to dnit th* imperial tow Vs of Troj. 
flteel eoold the workf of mortal pride confound, 
And bew trimpbal archee tothe ground 

Here he molt impudeutly attributes the demolitiouof 
IkuikiriEi oot to the pleasure of her joqesty, or «( ttet 
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iniiiktix, but to the frequeut instigfttioin of hii 
Mr. Steele. A verj artful pun, to conceal his 
lampeoDTj! 

Having now considered the general intent an 
of the poem, and opened the characters, I aha 
discorer the malice which is covered under the ej 
and particular passages of it. 

The game at ombre is a mj^stical representa 
the late irar, which is hinted bj his making 
the trump; spade in Spanish signifying a swoi 
being jet so painted in the cards of that nation, tc 
it is well known we owe the original of our care 
this one place indeed he has unawares paid a < 
ment to the queen and her success in the war ; I 
linda gets the better of the two that plays again 
viz. the kings of France and Spain. 

I do not question but every particular card 1 
percon and character assigned, which, no doubt, f 
thor has told his friends in private ; but I shall oi 
stance in the description of the disgrace under whi 
duke of Marlborough then suflered, which is so 
rent in these verses : 

E*eD mighty Pam, that kings and qneens overthrew, 
And mowM down anniea in the Bghts of loo, 
Sad chaoce of war I now destitute of aid, 
Falls undistinguished 

And that the author here bad an eye to our ri 
transactions, is very plaiq* from an unguarded stro 
ward the end of this game : 

Aod now, as oft in sone diitemper'd state, 
On one nice trick depends the ^enVal fate. 



A lET TO THE LOCK. 13d 

AAmr tkt toodiBaoa of the war, the pubKc rejoicings 
lod tbaDki^vings are ridiculed io the two followiDg 



The nymplH exulting, filli with shouts the sky, 
The walls, the woods, aad loog canals reply. 

> Iflunediately npon which there follows a malicious insi- 

I Batioo, io the raaoDer of a prophecy (which we have 

fcverly obserred this seditious writer delights io) that 

iif peace should coDlitme but a short time, and that the 

4l)r should afterward be cursed, which was then celc- 

: Inted. with so much joj : 

•flndden'tfaeBe honours shall be snatchM away. 
And cun*d for ever this victorious day. 

Ai the game at ombre is a satirical representation of 
%late war, so is the tea-table that ensues, of the coun- 
dkable, and its consultations after the peace. By this 
kwoidd bhit, that all the advantages we have gained 
kf Mr late extended commerce, are only Coffee and tea, 
wdmip of no greater value. That he thought of the 
Wk Id tfaSa place, appears bj the passage which repre- 
iMIillei^r^te particularly careful of the Hch brocade; 
lAiviBg beta a frequent complaint of our mercers, that 
.ftttdi brocades were imported in great quantities. I 
Ml hot say he means those presents of rich gold stuff 
iAi^ which were said to be made her majesty by the 
Uog of France, thou($h I cannot but suspect that he 
iNces at it 

Here this au^ior (as well as the scandalous John Dun- 
too) represents themini^try, in.plain terms^ taking fre- 
<|iieDt cups. 

And frequent eups prolong the rich repast ; 
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for it U maoifiMt he meaol aometbiog moK 
coffee, by hk calling it. 



Coffee that makei the politicUn wiie ; 

and hy telliiig um, it was this coffee, that 

Sent op in vspoaii to the b%rbD*8 bnie 
Mew itratageBM. 

I shall only farther observe, that it was at thi 
the lock was cut off; for where but at the counci 
should the barrier treaty be dissolved ? 

The ensuiog coDtentions of the parties upon 1 
of that treaty, are described in the squabbles fa 
the rape of the lock ; and this he rashly ezpreasi 
-•ut any diiiguise, 



All die hi partiet— — 

and here joa have a gentleman who sinks bes 
chair : a plain allusion to a noble lord, who lost h 
of preddent of the counciL 

I come next to the bodkin, so dreadful ia U 
of Belinda; by which he intiiiiates the British 
80 revered in the hand nf our late aogust priocei 
own note upon this place tells us, he alludes la 
tre; and the Terses are ao plain, they need no i 

The faae (hii aneieBt peneaaKe to deck) 
Her great ireat graaMre wore about his neck 
la thraneal ria|t, whieh, after laelted dowo, 
PormM a Tart boeUe for hii widow^f gown ; 
Her faiftuitgraiidaBe*f whistle aeit it grew. 
The beUs die giiffled, aad the whistle blew j 
Thea ia a bodkkl grae*d htr iaother*B hairs, 
Whieh leag dw wei%aBd BOW BeUada 
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ia opep satire npoo hereditary right t The three seal 
fiDgs plaioly aUude to the three kiogdoms. 

These are the chief passages ia the battle, by which, 
« hath before been said, he meaos the squabble of par- 
ties. UpoD this occasioD he could not cod the descrip- 
ika without testifying his raalignaDt joy at those dissen- 
ms, from which he forms the prospect that both should 
be disappointed, and cries out with triumph, as if it were 
idresdy accomplished, 

fiebold how oft ambitioufi aims are cr^st. 
And chiefs contend till all the prize is lost. 

The lock at length is turned into a star, or the old 
Inrier treaty into a new and glorious peace. Thi8» np 
doubt, is what tlie author, at tlie time he printed thb 
foem, would have been thought to mean ; in hopes by 
tint compliment to escape tlic punishment for. the rest of 
Ail piece. It puts me in mind of a fellow, who conclud- 
ed a bitter lampoon upon the prince and court of his 
diy^ with these lines : 

tsod save the king, the commons, and the peers, 
knA gnnt the author long may wear his cars. 

■ 'Whatever this author may think of that peace, I ima- 
^ k the most extraordiuaiy star that ever appeared 
kmt hemisphere. A star that it is to bring tis all the 
^realth and gold of the Indies ; and from whose influ- 
ence, not Mr. John Partridge alone (whose worthy la- 
Vxin thb writer so uugenerously ridicules) but all true 
Britons may^ with no less authority than he, prognostic 
ate the fall of Lewis in the restraint of the exoffoitant 
)ower of France, and the Cste of Rome in the trium- 
phant conditioo of the ehwreh of England. 

vol. XXIII. « 
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We hare oow conridered this poem io its polit 
view, wherein we have shown, that it has two diflfe 
walks of satire; the one in the story itself, which is 
dicule on the late transactions in general ; the othe 
the machinery, which is a satire on the ministers of e 
in particular. I shall now show that the same p< 
talLen in another light, has a tendency to popery, wl 
is secretly insinuated through the whole. 

In the first place, he has conveyed to us the doct 
of guardian angels and patron saints in the machine] 
his sylphs^ which being a piece of popish supersti 
that has been exploded ever since the reformatioc 
would revive, under this disguise. Here are all 
particulars which they believe of those beings, vbi< 
shall sum up in a few heads. 

Ist. The spirits are made to concern themselves ' 
all human actions in general. 

2dly. A distinct guardian spirit or patron is assig 
to each person in particular : 

or these am I, who thy protection claim, 
A watchful sprite 

3dly. They are made directly to inspire dreams, 
sions, and revelations. 

Her guardiaoi sylph prolongM her balmy rest, 
tTwashe had 8ummon*d to' her silent bed 
TJl^e morning dream 

4lWy. They are made to be subordinate in diffei 
degrees, some presiding over others. So Ariel has 
several under officers at command : 

# 

■ Superior by the. head was 4»riel plac'ii. 
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5th1y« They are employed in various offices, and 
each has his office assigned him : 

dome in the fields of purest other plaj, 
And bafk and whiten in the blaze of day ; 
' Some guide the course, ftc. 

6th]y. He hath git'en his spirits the cfaai^ of (he 
several parts of dress ; intimating thereby that the saints 
preside over the several parts of human bodies. They 
have one saint to cure the tootbach, another the gripes, 
aiiother the gout, and so of the rest. 

The fluttViog fan be Zephyretta^' care. 
The drops to thee, Brillante, we consign, &c. 

9tbly. They are represented to know the thoughts of 
men: 

As on the nosegay in her breast reclinVI, 
i He watch'd th' ideas rising in her mind. 

8thly. They are made protectors even to animal and 
mtionai beings : 

Ariel himself shaU be the gtiard of Shock. 

So St. Anthony presides over hogs, Sic. 

Olhly. They are made patrons of whole kingdoms 
^d provinces : 

Of these the chief the care of nations own. 

So St. George is imagined by the papists to defend 
Etigland ; St* PMrick» Ireland ; St. James, Spain ; &c. 
Now what is the consequence of all this ? By grantipg 
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Uiat thejr htte this poW^r, we must lie hroaiJR 
again to praj to them. 

The toilette is an artful recommendatioD of th 
and pompouB oerenkmies of the church of Rome 
unvelHog of the ritar, the diver yases upon it ; 
robed in white, as the priests are upon the chii 
▼ab; and the head uneorend, are manifest u 
iMs: 



A hcmvfDlyimmge in the gtius appears, 
To that she bends 



plainly denotes image worship. 

The goddess, who is decked with treasures, 
and the various offerings of the world, manifestly 
to the lady of Loretto. You have perfumes br( 
from the incense pot in the following line : 

And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 

The character of IBelinda, as we take it in th 
view, represents the Popish religion, or the w 
Babylon; who is described in the state tliis mal 
author wishes for, coming forth in all her glor 
the Thames, and overspreading the whole natii 
ceremonies: 



Not with more glories in th* ethereal plain 
The Sun first rises o*er the purple main, 
Than issuing forth, tike rival of his beams 
Launched on the bosom of the silver Thames. 



She ir dressed with a cross on her breast, the 
of popery, the adorktien of which is plainly recon 
ed in the following lines : 
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09 ber white breast » sparkling cran die wore. 
Which Jews might ktss, and iniidds adore. 

Stxk he wepffimntB her as the uoiTenal chilreb> it> 
idiDg to the boeaU of the Papists: 

,1^. Uka the Sun die shuieB on ^11 alike. 

ier which he tells us, 

If to her share some female errors fell, 
Look on her fiice, and you'll forget them all. 

iKxigh it should be granted some enrors fall to her 
Mre, look on the pompous figure she makes throughout 
It worid, and they are not worth regarding. Id the 
KriAce foUowiog you have these two Hoes : 

For this, ere Pbebos rose, he had iniplor'd 
Ihuiilti^pis. |l?sv*iiy and e?*r7 poiHr ador'd. 

I llif^ Snt of QfevBi be ptaioly ^ts at dieir rising to 
itiin; in the seoood) by adoring every power, the in- 
leation of saints. 

Belinda's visits are described with numerous wax- 
Sbts, which are always used in the ceremonial part of 
e Bonu^h worship : 



-Visits shall be paid on solemn days, 



When numerous wax-lights in bright order blase. 

The lunar sphere he mentions opens to us their Fur- 
lory, which is seen in the following line : 

Since all things lost on earth are treasur M there. 

is a Popish doctrine, that scarce any ^^ecton c^u&j^xSd^ 
rH bm be must touch at YurfpXorj m\^ ^v) M^ 
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r 

Heaven ; amt it is bere also represented as the treasu- 
ry of the Romish church. !Nor is it much to be won- 
dered at, that the moon should be Pur^satory, when a 
learned divine hath in a late treatise {Nroved the sun to 
be Hell.* 

I shall now, l)efore I cooclude, desire the reader to 
compare this key with those upon any other pieces, 
which are supposed to have been secret satires upon the 
state, either a^'iieot or modern : in particular with the 
keys to Petronius Arbiter, Lucian's True History, Bar- 
clay's Argeuis, and Rabelais's Garagantua ; and I doubt 
not he will do me the justice to acknowledge, that the 
explanations here laid down, are deduced as naturally, 
and with as little violence, both from the general scope 
and bent of the work, and from the several particulars : 
farthermore, that they are every way as consistent and 
undeniable, every way as candid, as any modern inter- 
pretations of either party on the conduct and writings of 
the other. And I appeal to the most eminent and able 
£tate decipherers themselves, if, according to their art, 
any thing can be more fully proved, or more safely 
sworn to ? . 

To sum up my whole charge against this author in a 
few words : he has ridiculed both the present ministry 
and the last; abused great statesmen and great generals; 
nay, the treaties of whole nations have not escaped 
him, nor has the royal dignity itself been omitted in the 
progress of his satire ; and all tins he has done just at 
the meeting of a new parliament. I hope a proper 
authority may be made use of to bring him to condign 
punisliment. In the mean while, I doubt not, if the per- 
sons most concerned would but order Mr. Bernard Lin- 

* The rererend Dr. Swkiden. H. 
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»t, the printer and publisher of this dangerous piece, 
> be taken into custody and examined, many farther 
iacoveries might be made both of this poet's and abet- 
»r'8 secret designs, which are doubtless of the utmost 
nportance to the government. 



(-14^) 
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TLERK OF THIS PARISH. 



2J)y£RTI6EBI£NT. 

The origida) of the folloiriog extraordioary treatise c 
ttisted of two large YolumeB ia folio ,* which mi 
justly be entitled, '^ The Importance of a Mao 
himself r' but, as k can be of very little use to ; 
bodjr besides, I have contented myself to give c 
ibk short abstract of it, as a taste of the true ^[uri 
memoir-wrhers. 

In the name of the Lord. Amen. I, P. P. by 
gp«ce of God, clerk of this parish, writeth this histo 

* It was impoaaible bat that such a history, as Burners, which 
Memoirs are intended to ridicule, relating recent events, so nes 
t\mit of their transactioo, should be \rari0ttsl7 represeirted by th 
lent pjarties that have agitated and disgraced this country ; ti 
these parties arise from the very nature of our free government, 
csrdingly.tbis prelate's History of his own Time was as much ▼ 
and depreciated by the tories as praised and magnified by the 1 
As he related the actions of a persecutor and a benefactor, hi 
accused of partiality, injustice,, malignity, flattery, and false 
Bcfvil Higgins, and Lord Lansdown, and others, wrote remar 
him; as did the great Lord. Peterborough, whose animadversio 
his amanuensis, a Mr. Holloway, .assured me, were very severe 
were never published. As Burnet was much trusted andconsnll 
King Wiinam,.and had a great share in bringing abootthe revol 
his narrations, it must be owned, have a strong tincture of m 
porta^ce and' ^otiam. Theae two qualities, are chiefly expo 
./Afiw Mtmoin, Burnt and Dilryia]^ Vi&v t \a\tjEii q^c&w>u \i 
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£Ter riooe I arriyed at the age of diacretion, I had a 
iail to take upoo roe the fuoctioo of a parish-clerk : and 
!0 that ead, it feemed uato pie meat and profitable to 
MMciate myself with the parish-clerks of this laod ; such 
[ nean as wec^ right worthy iu their calling, Bien ^ a 
eleu and sweet voice, and of becoroiug gravity. 

Now it came to pas^ that I was bora in the year of 
Mr Jiord jinno Domim 1655, the year wherein our 
vorthy benefactor, Esquire Bret, did add Ape bell to the 
rk^ of this parbh. So that it bath been wittily said, 
^ tlHit one and the same day did give to this our church 
tvo rare gifts, its great bell and its clerk." 

Even when I was at ichool, my qaistiw did ever ex- 
M ne above (he rest of the youth, in that I had n laud* 
lUe voice. And it was furthermore ob^rved, t|iat I 
took a kindly a0ection unto that black letter, in which. 
MMT lubles are printed. Yea, often did | exercise my- 
KtTio jnngiog godly ballads, such as, ^' The Lady and 
Dwth," " The Children in the Wood," and ** Chevy- 
cbaee;" imd not like other children, in lewd and trivial 
iBtties. Moreover, while I wasa4)oy, I always adveu- 
!9red to lead the psalm next after master William Har- 
% my predecessor, who (it must be confessed to the 

ore bim. After all, he was a man of great abilitief , of much open- 
Mi and frankness of nature, of much courtesy and benevolence, inde- 
kktigahlcin his studies, and m peHbiming eonitantly the duties of his 
tation . His character is finely drawn by the marquis of Halifiiz ; one 
tragraph of which is too remarkable to be omitted : ** His indiifer- 
Me for preferment, his contempt not only of splendour, but of all 
nqeeesBary plenty; his degrading himsdf to the lowest, and most 
aii^ duties of his calling; are such miprelatieal qualities, that Jet 
im be never so orthodox in other things, in these he must be a dis- 
jster." Pew persons or prelates would liave had the boldness and 
oMsty to write «Mh a reraoftstrance tQ Chaiies II. on bis disKilute 
fe and naonei^ as did^ Burnet in the ywr Ifisa We nay easily 
ociB what the sycophants of Uiat profligate court, and tbetr profli- 
ate master, said tod tlMught of the piety and frcedooi «( tl^ W»cs . 

Q 2 
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(i;lory of God) was a most excelleot parish-clerk ia that 
his day. 

Yet, be it acknowledged, that, at the age of sixteen,! 
became a conipaoj keeper, being led into idle coDvena- 
tioo by my extraordinary love to ringing; insomudi, 
tliat in a short time I was acquainted with erery set of 
bells in the whole country : neither could I be prevailed 
upon to absent myself from wakes, being called thereunto 
by the harmony of the steeple. While I was in tbeie 
societies, I gave myself up to unspiritual pastimes, such 
as wrestliug, dancing, and cudgel-playing; so that I 
often returned, to my father's house with a broken pate. 
I had my head broken at Milton by Thomas Wyat, as 
we played a bout or two for a hat, that was edged with 
silver gaUooo ; but in the year foHowing, I broke the 
bead of Henry Stubbs, and obtained a hat not inferior 
to the former. At Yelverton, I encountered George 
Cummins, weaver, and- beheld my head was broken a 
second time t At the wake of Waybrook I engaged Wil- 
liam Simkins, tanner, when lo, thus was my head broken 
a third time, and nmch blood trickled therefrom. Bot 
I administered to my comfort, saying within myself 
" What man is there, howsoever dexterous in any craft, 
who is ior aye on his guard ?" A week after I had i 
base- born child laid unto me; for, in the days of mj 
youth, I was looked upon as a follower of venereal fan 
tasies : thus was I led into sin by the comeliness of Su 
sanna Smith, who first tempted me, and then put me t( 
shame ; for, indeed, slie was a maiden of a seducing eye 
tad pleasant feature. I humbled myself before the jus 
tice» I acknowledged my crime to our curisite, and to d< 
away mine offences, and make her some atooemeol 
was joined to her in holy wedlock on the sabbath da] 
following.. 



1^ 
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How often do those things which seem unto us miifoF- 
tuoes, redound to our advantage ! for the minister (wh6 
bad long looked on Susanna as the most lovely of Us 
jNinsbiooers) liked so well of my demeanour, that he re- 
commended me to the honour of being his clerk, which 
was then become vacant by the decease of good master 
\filliam Harris. 

[Hc^re ends the first chapter ; after which follow fifty 
or sixty pages of his amours in general, and that par- 
ticular one with Susanna his present wife ; but I proceed 
to chapter the ninth.] 

No sooner was I elected into mine office, but I laid 
aside the powdered gallantries of my youth, and became 
a Dew man. I cop^dered myself as in somewise of 
ecclesiastical dignity, since by wearing a band, which u 
DO small prut of the ornament of our clergy, I might 
not unwmthiiy be deemed, as it were, a shred of the 
linen V€stment of Aaron. 

TPhou mayest conceive, O reader, with what concern 
J, perceived the eyes of the congregation fixed upon me, 
^hen I first took my place at the feet of the priest. 
When I raised the psalm, hpw did my voice quaver for 
fear; and wlien I arrayed the shoulders of the minis- 
ter with ttie surplice, how did my joints tremble under 
me ! I said within myself, " remember, Paul, thou 
standest before men of high worship, the wise Mr. Jus- 
tice Freeman, the grave Mr. Justice Thomson, the 
good Lady Jones, and the two virtuous gentlewomen 
her daughters ; nay the great Sir Thomas Truby, knight 
and baronet, and my young master the ieaquu^, who 
shall one day be lord of this manor." NotwithstaodiDg 
which) ^^ ^88 ^7 &^ ^^P ^0 acquit myself to the good 
liking of the whole congregation ; but the Lord foMd 
I should glory therein. 

G 3 
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[The next chapter cootaius an accouut bow be db- 
charfSe^ the several duties ef his ofiice ; iu particular he 
iDsiBtB 00 the loUowiag :} 

I was determined to reform the manifold comiptiom 
aod abuses, which had crept roto the church. 

First, I was espectally severe in whipping forth dogi 
from the temple, excepting the lapdog of the good widoi 
Howard, a soV.er dog which jelped not, oor was then 
offence in his mouth. 

Secondly. I did even proceed to moroseness, thongl 
sore against my heart, unto poor hades, in tearing fros 
them the half-eaten apples, which they privily muncbo 
at church. Btit verily it pitied me, for I rememberet 
the days of my > outh. 

Thhdly. With the sweat of my own hands, I di 
make plain and smooth the dogs' ears throughout ou 
great Bible. 

Fourthly. The pews and benches, which were form© 
ly swept but once in three years, 1 caused every Sat^; 
day to be swept with a besom, and trimmed. 

Fifthly, and lastly. I caused the surplice to be neati 
daroed, washed, and laid in fresh lavender (yea, ai 
sometimes to be sprinkled with rose-water,) and I hi 
great laud and praise from all the neighbouring clerg 
forasmuch as uo parish kept the minister in cleam 
lineD. 

[Notwithstaodiog these his public carei^ in the el 
veuth chapter he informs us, he did not neglect his usu 
occupations as a haodycraftsman.] 

Shoesi sakh he, did I make (and if intreated, men 

with good approbation; faces also did I shave, and 

dipped the hair. Chiruigery I also practised in tl 

wonnkig of di^B ; but to Meed adventured I not, exce 

"the poor. Upoo thia my twofold profeiBion there 
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Doi^ meo a merry tale, delectable euougb to bt re- 
maned ; bow that beiog overtaken is liqiw»r one Satmr- 
\j eveoiog, I shaved the priest with Spanish blackiDg 
r shoes ioaiead of a washball, aod with lamp-black 
»wdered his peruke. But these were sa)'iugB of meuy 
lifhtioi; in their own conceits more than in ihe* truth, 
or, il is well known» tliat great was my skill in these 
]r«rafts ; yea, I once had the honour of trimming Sir 
homas himself without fetching blood. Farthermore, 
was sought unto to geld the Lady Frances her spaniel^ 
bich was wont to go astray ; he was called Toby, that 
to^ay Tobias. And thirdly, I was entrusted witli a 
Ws^ooa p W of shoes of the said lady to set a heelpiece 
itt^on f and I received such praise, therefi^rt, Ihat H 
as said all over the pnurish, I shoidd be recommended 
il# the king^to mend shoeaibr his majesty : whom Ood 
reserve 1 Amen. 

[The rest of this chapter I purposety omit, for it must 
e (iwned, that when he speaks as a shoemaker he ia 
eiy absui'd. He talks of Moses pulling off his ihoes^ 
f tanning the hides of the bulls of Basao, of Simon the 
aooer. Sic* and takes up four or five pages to prove, that 
rten the apostles were iosti-ucted to travel without 
bo^ the precept did not extend to their succes* 
on.] 

[The next relates how he discovered a thief with s 
Ufak and key, and experimented verses of the psalms^ 
>bit had cured agues.} 

[I pass over many others, which inform as of parish 
ifim oalyy such aa of the succession of curates ; a list 
if the weekly texts; what psalms he chose on proper 
Meaiiona ; and what children were bam and buried : 
the last of which artiolci he cotphidca tbui-^ 
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That the shame of woroeo may oot endure, I apeak 
not of bastards ; neither will I name the motheis, al* 
though thereby I might delight many grave women of 
the parish : even her who hath done penance in tk 
sheet will I not mention, forasmuch as the cburti 
hath been witness of her disgrace : let the father wM 
hath made due composition with the churchwardens to 
conceal his infirmity, rest in peace ; my pen shall iMt 
bewray him, for I also have sinned. 

[The next chapter contains what he calls a great re^ 
volution in the church, part of which I transcribe.] 

Now was the long expected time arrived, when tbt 
psalois of king David should be hymned unto the sane 
tunes, to which he played them upon his harp ; so. wai 
2 informed by my singing-master, a man right cunohf 
in psalmody. Now was our overabundant quaver and 
trilling done away, and in lieu thereof was instituted 
the sol-fa, in such guise as is sung in his majesty's 
chapel. We had London singing-masters sent into everjr 
parish, like unto excisemen ; and I also was ordained to 
adjoin myself unto them, though an unworthy disdple, 
in order to instruct my fellow parishioners in this netr 
manner of worship. What though they accused me of 
humming through the nostril as a sackbHt ; yet would I 
not forego that harmony, it having been agreed by tbe 
worthy parish-clerks of London still to preserve (be 
same. I tutored the young men and maidens io tuoe 
their voices as it were a psaltery, and the church on the 
Sunday were filled witli these new halleliyahs.. 

[Then follow full seventy chapters, containing an exact 
detail of the lawsuits of the parson and his parishiooeis 
concerning tithes, and near a hundred pages left blaok 
H*irb an earneA desire that the history niight be com- 
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eted by any of his successors, in whose time these suits 
ould be ended.] 

[The next contains an account of the briefs read in 
B church, and the sums collected upon each. For the 
paratioo of «ine churches, collected at nine several 
Des, 2s. and 7 3-4if. For fifty families ruined by fire, 

• h2d. For an inundation, a King ^Charles's groat^ 
vta by Lady Frances, Sic.] 

[In the next he laments the disuse of wedding-ser- 
MIS, and celebrates the benefits arising from those at 
nerals, concluding \vith these words: *^Ah ! let not 
e relations of the deceased grudge the small expense 

* a hatband, a pair of gloves, and ten shillings, from 
e satisfaction they are sure to receive from a pious 
ivine, that their father, brother, or bosom wife, are cer- 
Inly in ^eaven.] 

{Id another he draws a panegyrick on one Mrs. Mar- 
uret Wilkins; but, after great encomiums, conclude^ 
that notwithstanding all, she was an unprofitable ves- 
ili being a barren woman, and never once having fur- 
bhed Qod's church with a christening."] 

[We find in another chapter how he was much stag- 
ered in his belief, and disturbed in his conscience by 
D Oxford scholar, who had proved to him by logic, 
lat animals might have rational, nay, immortal souls { 
lit how he was again comforted with the reflection, that 
'80, they might be allowed christian burial, ^nd great- 
r augment the fees of the parish.] 

[Id the two following chapters he is Overpowered 
ith vanity. We are told, how he was constantly ad- 
iKied to all the feasts and banquets of the church offi- 
eipB, and the speeches he there made for the ^o^ q*1>\v^ 
wrish. How be gave hints to youu^ cXev^m^u \.^ 
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preach; but above all, bow he gave a text for the 30tl 
of January, which occasioned a moat exoelteDt sermi 
the merito of which he takes entirely to himself. E< 
gives an account of a cooference he had with the Tka 
concemiDg the use of texts. Let a preacher (says be 
consider the assembly before whom he preachetbi an 
unto them adapt hb text. Micah the 3d and Uth al 
fordeth good matter for courtiers and court-serving ma 
^ The heads of the land judge for reward, and the peo 
pie thereof judge for hire, and the prophets thereof di 
vine for aaoney ; yet will they lean upon the Lordj w 
say, Is not th^ lord among us?'' Were the first mioiBlfl! 
to point out a preacher before the house of comroon^* 
would not he be wise to make choice of these wonh 
*^ (Hve, and it shall be given unto ye.'' Or before A 
lords ^ Giving no offence, that the ministry be no 
blamed, 2 Cor. vi. 3." Or praising the warm z^ o 
an adminbtratioo, ^ who maketh bb ministers a flaadoj 
fire, Psal. civ. 4." We omit many other of hb texts a 
too -tedious.] 

[From thb period the style of the book rises ez 
tremely. Before tlie next chapter was pasted the efi 
gies of Dr. Sacheverell, and I found the opposite pigi 
all oo a A>am with politics.] 

We are now (says he) arrived at that celebrated yen 
10 which the church of England was tried in the penM 

* This applkatioa of texts is equal io hnmour to what is nid «■ <b 
■ame subject in £achard*8 Contempt of the CSergjr t a work tb 
abounds in wit, and was evident^ much read by Swift. If was oi 
fbrtunate for Dr. Sheridan tiiat, with his usual absence of b^bBi k 
chose for his text, to a sennon on the accession of George 1, **Stal 
cient unto the day u the cyiI thereof i^' little imagloing anjr 
eonld be taken. Dr. 
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P Dr. SacheverelL^ I bad ever the intereflt of our 
ig|i-chiii€h at heart, neither would I at aoy seaMD 
iQgle onyielf m the sodeties of fauatka, whom I from 
J infaocy abhorred more than the heathen or gentile. 
; was in these days I bethought myself, that moch pro* 
t might accrue unto our parish, and even unto the -na- 
90, could there be assembled together a number of 
Msen men of the right spirit, who might argue, refine, 
id define, upon high and great matters. Unto thia 
irpose did I institute a weekly assembly of divers wor- 
ly men, at the Rose and Crown alehouse^ over whom 
ysdf (though unworthy) did preside. Tea, I did read 
I them the Posi-boy of Mr. Roper, and the written let- 
ar of Mr. Dyer, upon which we communed afterward 
Dong ourselves. 

Our society was composed of the following persons : 
tdbM Jenkins, farrier; Amos Turner, collar-maker; 
lenfe nicocka, late e^tclsetttan i Thomas Whiter wheiel* 
bright ; and myself. 

Fint, of the first, Robert Jenkins. He was a man of 
r%ht parts and shrewd conceit, for he never shoed a 
Mie of a whig or a fanatic, Imt he lamed him sorely. 

Amos Turner, a wxirthy pcrBoo, rightly esteemed 
aong us for his sufferings, in that he bad been honour- 
d in the stocks for wearing an oaken bough. 

George Pilcocks, a sufferer aho; of zealous aad lau- 
liUe freedom of speech, insomuch that his occupation 
ad been taken from him. 

* Bolii^broke, speaking of Sachererell, in hit Dedi«atton to Sir 
iobert Walpole, lays, ** You bad a Sermon to condemn, and a par- 
n to roast; for that, I think, was the decent language of the time; 
id, to carry on the allegory, you roasted him at so fierce a fire, that 
Ml bomt yourselves ; your arguments being confioed to th« propon- 
Bu this- preacher had advanced^ you may acem rather to have jnstl- 
id resistance, or the means employed to brin^ Q\KMLttVift'^^^^^^\ 
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ThomM White, of good repute likewise, for thtt iu^ 
UDde by the mother^s nde had formerly beeo servitor it 
Maudlio college, where the glorious Sacheverell wai 
educated. 

T9'ow were the eyes of all the parish upon these tm 
weekly councils. In a short space the minister came 
among us; he spake concerning us and our councils to 
a multitude of other ministers at the visitation, and tbey 
spake thereof unto the ministers at London, so tliat even 
the bishops heard and marvelled thereat Moreover, 
Sir Thomas, member of parliament, spake of the same 
unto other members of parliament,' who spake thereof 
unto the peers of the realm. Lo ! thus did our coundb 
enter into the hearts of our generals and our lawgivers; 
and from henceforth, even as we devised, thus did tbe^. 

[After thisb ^^ hook is turned on a sudden from l)i» 
own Hie to a history of all the public transactions of & 
lope, compiled from the newspftpers of those times.. I 
could net comprehend the meaning of this, till I perceit' 
ed at last, to my no small astonishment, that alUbe mea- 
sures of the four last years of the queen, together vitb 
the peace at Utrecht, which have been usually attri^t* 
ed to the earl of Oxford, duke of Ormond, Lords Hsr- 
court and Bolingbroke, and other great men, do here 
most plainly appear to have been wholly owing to Bo- 
bert Jenkins, Amos Turner, Geoige Pilcocks, Thomas 
WWte, but above all, P. P. 

The reader may be sure I was very inquisitive after 
this extraordinary writer, whose .work I have here ab' 
stracted. I took a journey into the country on purpose : 
but could not find the least trace of him : till by acci- 
dent I met an old clergyman, who said he could not be 
positive, but thought it might be one Paul Philips, who 
bad Aeeo dend about twelve ye%x«. KvAu^oii Vcic^irfi 
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ire could letro of that penoo from the neighbourhood. 
^ that he had beeo taken notice of for swallowing 
dtes, and remembered by some people by a black 
i white cur with one ear, that constantly followed 

In the church-yard I read this epitaph, said to be 
tten by himself.] 

O reader, if that thou canst read, 

Look* down upon this stone; 
Do all we can, D^th is a nan 

That never spareth none. 



A. 
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LinJBCBIFT roDMO IM T&X GABIHR OV THI FAIMUS 

■IB H. rouuwoaxB, in thc tkab 1712; 



Hm Hlftory or Jgbn BdU, who Int pnbll*^ la4>la(kediw«i 
^ Horpbev, in 1TI2, «u Kid to tie " )tr Um Ntlwr of tbe Nmt 
hMk" Ai it DOW •tsDdi, tin whde hai baoi mctbodiRd, lad. 
tfevpMHcao^ttcd. SeapartinlarljclMp. uiL If. 



11% "^ VoQ nmtt hay a imall two-penny tMtmphlet callc 
MMomleti JPU. It ii vtiy prettily written ; and there will 
part'' J9urmii98uati, March 10, 171 M2. 

** The ieeond part of Ltuo it a hoUvmUtt Pit is just no 
and better, I think, than the first*' Jhid, March 16, 1711 

** iTbe Appendix to the third part of John Bull was pal 

terday ; it if eqoal to the last I hope you read John Bi 

a Scotch gentleisant a firiend of nfaie, that wrote ii ; but 

Dponme." iM, May 10^ 1712. 
'0 • 

** John BuU it not wrote by the person you imagine, 
food for another to own. Had It been Grub-street, I woo! 
people think as they please } and t think that's right." Ai 

** Have yoa seen the feftrth pirt of J9kn BuU 9 It is e 
first, and ettrcmcly good.*' JHd, AiigU£t7. 
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THE OCCASION OF THE LAWSUIT. 

[ iivED not tell yoa of the great quarrels that have 
jip^ed vd dur neighbourhood siuce the death of the 
e Lord Stiicutt ;* how the parsOD,f aod a cuooiog at- 
niej^ S9^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^'c his estate upon his cousin Phi* 
I Baboonjl to the gr^at disappointment of his cousin 
squire South.§ Some s^.k not to say, that the parson 
id the attorney forged a win, for which they were well 
nd by the family of the Baboon«: let that be as it will, 
I is matter of fact, that the honour and estate have cob- 
bued every since in the person of Philip Baboon. 
Tou know that the Lord Strutts have for many years 
iKeD possessed of a very great landed estate, well con- 

* Charles II. of Spain died without Issue; and 

f Card. Portocarero and the 

\ manhal of Harcourt, employed, as is supposed, by the house of 
^rboo, prevailed upon him to make a will, by which he settled the 
^Kcenion of the Spanish monarchy upon 

I Philip of Bourbon duke of Anjou, though his right had by the 
^^^ lolem renunciati<His been barred in favour of 

§ the Archduke Charles of Austria ; 
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ditkmed, wooded, watered, with coal, salt, tin, copper, 
iron, &C. all withiD themselves ; that it has been the 
misfortune of that familj to be the property of their 
stewards^ tradesmen, and inferior servants, which hii 
brought great incumbrances upon them; at the sane 
time, their not abating of their expensive way of livioj; 
has forced them to mortgage their best manors : it ii 
credibly reported, that the butcher's and baker's Inll of i 
Lord Strutt, that Bved two hundred years ago, are not 
yet pdd. 

When Philip Baboon came first to the possession of 
the Lord Strutt's estate, his tradesmen, as is usual upoo 
such occasions, waited upon him to wish him joy sod 
bespeak his custom : the two chief wisre John Bull* the 
clothier, and Nic Frogf the linen draper : they told 
him that the Bulls and Frogs had served the Lod 
Strutts with drapery-ware for many years ; that Aqf 
were honest and fair dealers ; that their bills had nev^ 
been questioned ; that the Lord Strutts lived gen^rgji^ 
ly, and never used to dirty their fii^gers with peQy,|i|||^ 
and counters; tliat his lordship mlight depend upon tlie|^ 
honesty ; that they would use him as kindly as tfeij 
had done his predecessonb The young lord seeafo^^ 
take all in good part, abd dismissed them with a 4^|f 
seeming content, assuring them he did not intend p 
change any of the honourable maxims of his prede^jlh 
sors. / 

* iheEngluhand 

f the Dutch congratalated PhiUp apon a Buceessioo, which thef 
were not able to preyent: but to disappoint the ambitioofof 
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CHAP. IL 

low BULL 1.NJD FROG GREW JEALOUS, THAT TH£ LORIJ 
8TRUTT INTENDED TO GIVE ALL HIS CUSTOM TO HIS 
GRANDFATHER LEWIS BABOON.* 

It happened uufortuDatelj for the peace of our oeigh- 
boarhood, that this young lord had an old cunning rogue, 
or (as the Scots call it) a false locn, of a grandfather, 
that one might justlj call a Jack of all trades ;t some- 
times you would see him behind his counter selling 
broad cloth, sometimes measuring linen: next day he 
would be dealing in mercery -ware : high heads, ribands, 
l^ves^ fans, and lace, he understood to a nicety ; Charles 
Hathcr could not bubble a young beau better with a 
toy : nay, he would descend even to the selling of tape, 
garters, and shoebucklcs; when shop was shut up, he 
Tould go about the neighbourhood, and earn half a crown 
iij teaching the young men and maids to dance. By 
tkse methods he had acquired immense riches, which 
be used to squander away at back-s^ord,( quarter-staflf 
lad cudgel play, in which he took great pleasure, and 
cUlenged all the country. You will say it is no won- 
der if Bull and Frog should be jealous of this fellow. 
^It is not impossible (says Frog to Bull) bat this old 
Yogue will take the management of the young lord's bu- 
dness into his hands; besides, the rascal has good ware, 
iQd will serve hinx as cheap as any body. lu that case, 
I leave you to judge what must become of us and our 

* Lewifl the XlVth ; and hinder the French nation, whow 
t trade and character are thui detcribed, and whose king had a 
i itroDt diipositioD to war, from beeomine too potent, an alliaocc 
^M formed to " procure a reasonable satisfiction to the bouse of 
Nutria for its pretenEions to the Spanish succeseioo, and 8ttt&cU\it 
TOL. XXIIL U 
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ftmilies; we must starve, or tim joumejn 
Lewis Babodo; therefore, oeighbour, I hold 
ble, that we write to youog Lord Strutt to 
bottom of this matter.'' 



CHAP. in. 

▲ COPT OP BULL AND FROg's LETTER 1 

STa¥TT. 

MY LORD, 

I 8UPF0SB your lordship knows, that the 
the Frogs have served the Lord Strutts will: 
drapery-ware time out of mind : and whei 
jealous, not without reason, that your lordi 
henceforth to buy of your gran dsire old Lev 
this is to inform your lordship, that this proc 
not suit with the circumstances of our familic 
lived and made a good figure in the woild b 
rosity of the Lord Strutts. Therefore we 
acquaint your lordship, that you must find s 
curity to us,* our heirs and assigns, that ) 
employ Lewis Baboon ; or else we will tak 
dy at law, clap an action upon you of 20,( 
debts, seize and distrain your goods and chal 
considering your lordship's circumstances, 
you into difficulties, from which it will not 
extricate yourself; therefore we hope, whe 



* ncurity to Eoglaodand Holland for Uieir dominie 
and commerce, and to prevent the union of the Vn 
Fruce mni Spaia.** To effect these purposes, Queen 
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5 better considered on it» joa will conply with 

lire of 

Tour loving friends, 

JOHN BULL, 
NIC. FROG. 

i of Bull's friends advised him to take gentler 
s with the joung lord ; but John naturally loved 
)lay. It is impossible to express the surprise of 
rd Strutt upon the receipt of this letter; he was 
h in ready either to go to law, or clear old debts, 

cou4d he find good bail : he offered to bring 
I to a friendly accommodation ; and promised, upon 
d of honour, that he would not change bis dr«- 
nit all to no purpose, for Bull and Frog saw 

that old Lewis would have the cheating of him. 



CHAP. IV. 

ULL AVD FROG WTMT TO LAW WITH ]j«KD STEVTT 
DT THE PREMISES, AVO WmiJOIllVD BT Tint 
r OP THE TRADESMEN. 

s . endeavours of accommodation betwe^ Lord 
and his drapers proved vain ; jealouriei increased, 
ideed it was rumoured abroad* that Lord Strutt 
espoke his new liveries of old Lewis Baboon* 
coming to Mrs. BnU's* ears, wheo John Bull came 
be iDund all his family in an uproar. Mrs. Bull, 
lUst know, was very apt to be choleric. ** Tou sot,** 
he, "^ you loiter about alehoosetaod tavemi, spend 

r purltament precipittt«dintothew«raiaprlacl|ml» AaKmg 
ief were 
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your time at billiards, uine pios, or puppet-shows, or flui 
about the streets iu jour new gilt chariot, never miodi 
nse nor jour numerous familj. DooH jou hear hs 
Lord Strutt has bespoke his Kveries at Lewis Babooi 
shop ^ DouH JOU see how that old fox steals awaj joi 
customers, and turns jou out of jour business eve 
day, and jou sit like an idle drone with jour hands 
jour pockets? Fie upon h! up man, rouse thjself; I 
sell to roj shidt, before I'll be so used bj that koave 
You must think Mrs. Bull had been pretty welliivM 
up bj Frog, who chimed in with her learned haraogu 
No farther delaj now, but to counsel learned iu the la 
ihej go, who unanimouslj assured them both of tbeju 
tice and infallible success of their lawsuit. 

I told JOU before, that old Lewis Baboon was a N 
of a Jack of all trades, which made the rest of the trade 
men jealous, as well as Bull and Frog ; thej heariii| i 
the quarrel, were glad of an opportunitj of jolnfa 
against old Lewis Baboon, provided that Bull and Fia 
would bear the charges of tlie suit; even lying Nei 
the chimney-sweeper of Savoy,* and Tom, the Port^gi 
dustman,t put in their claims; and the cause was pa 
into the hands of Humphry Hocus the attomey^^ 

A declaration was drawn up to show '* Tluit Bullao' 
Frog had undoubted right by preEcrlption to be.draps 
to the Lord Strutts; that tliere were several old ciD 
tracts to that purpose; that Lewis Baboon had takeo«] 
the trade of clothier and draper, without servii^iii 
time or purchasing his freedom ; that he sold good^ tkl 
were not marketable, without the stamp ; that he hinttBl 



• the diikt of Saroy and 
t the kiog of Portugal ; and 

X John Churchill, dake of Marlborough, was appointed genenii 
Wbief of the confederate arm)r, 



JOHN BULL. m 

>re fit (or a bully than a tradesman, and vent 
Jirou^ all the coiintijf fairs, challenging people 
t prizes, mrestling, and cudgcl-plaj T' and abtm" 
sore to this purpose. 



CHAP. V. 

jm CHAByiCtaRS OF JOHN HULL, KIC FItOC, AKD 

BOOC«. 

the better understanding the following history^ 
ider ought to know, that Bull, in the main, waa 
lest plain-dealing fellow, choleric, bold, and of a 
inconstant temper; he dreaded not old Lewis, 
at back-sword, single falchion, or cudgcl-play; 
n he was very apt to quarrel with his best friends, 
illy if they pretended to govern him : if you 
d him, you might lead him like a child. John^s 

depended very much upon the air; hii spirits 
id fell with the weather-glass. John was quick, 
iderstood his business very well ; but no man alive 
3re careless in looking into his accounts^ or more 
i by partners, apprentices, and servants. This 
casSoned by his being a boon companion, loving 
Itle and his diversion ; for, to say trutli, no man 
better bouse than John, nor spent his money more 
usly. By plain and fair dealing, John had ac< 

tome plums, and might have kept them, bad it 
en for his unhappy lawsuit. 
• Frog was a cunnings sly whoreson, quite the re- 
of John in many particulars; covetous, frugal; 
3 domestic affairs ; would pinch bis belly to save 
cket 5 never lost a farthing by careleia wrrac^]Ktft 
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bad debtors. He did not care much for any sort 
▼ersioiu^ except tricks of High Gertnao artisi 
legCT'de-main : do mao exceeded Nic. id these : 
must be ovned, that Nic. was a fair dealer, aod i 
way acquired im mease riches. 

Hoetis was au old cuoniog attoroey ; and thouj 
was the first considerable suit that ever he was < 
ed io, he showed himself superior in his address t 
of his profession ; be kept always good clerks, be 
money, was smooth-tongued, gave good words, ai 
dom lost b!s temper ; he was not worse than an 1 
for he provided plentifully for his family ; but he 
himself better than them al! : the neighbours re 
that he was henpecked ; which was impossible by 
mild-spirited woman as bis wife was. 



CHAP. VI. 

OV THl TABIOUS SUCCXtt Of THB LAWfVIl 

Law is a bottomless pit : it is a cormorant, a 
that devours every thing. John Bull was flatte 
the lawyers, that his suit would not last above 
or two at most ; that before that time he wouli 
quiet possession of liis business; yet ten long ye 
Hocus steer his cause through all the meanders 
law, and all the courts. No skill, no address wai 
ing: and, to say truth, John did not starve his 
there wanted not yellow boys to fee counsel, hii 
oessea, and bribe juries: Lord Strutt was general] 
never had one verdict io his favour ; and John w 
mised that the next, and the next, would be tl 
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itenniDation :* but alas ! that final determiaation and 
ippy cooclusion was like ao enchanted island, the near- 
John came to it, the farther it went from him : new 
lab upon new points still arose; new doubts, new mat- 
fi to be cleared ; in short, lawyers seldom part with 
»good a cause, till thej have got the oyster, and their 
ieDts the shell. John's ready money, book-debts, 
Dodi^ mortgages, all went into the lawyers* pockets : 
Ko John began to borrow money upon bank-stock and 
Snt-India bonds: now and then a farm went to pot : at 
at it was thought a good expedient to set up Esquire 
imth's title, to prove the will forged, and dispossess Phi- 
ip^ Lord Strutt, at once.f Here again was a new field 
or the lawyers, and the cause grew more intricate than 
iftr. John grew madder and madder ; wherever he 
net any of Lord Strutt's servants, he tore oflf their 
;Mbes : now and then you would see tliem come home 
Mked, without shoes, stockings, and linen. As for old 
Lewis Baboon, he was reduced to his last shift, though 
!k had as many as any other : his children were reduc- 
ed from rich silks to Doily stuffs, his servants in rags, 
Mid bare-footed : instead of good victuals, they now liv- 
id upon neck -beef, and bullock's liver : in fehort, nobo<ly 
pi much by the matter, but the men of law. 

* Tha wtr wss carried on agai»st France and Spain wilh grcut 
■KCM^and a peace might have been concluded upon the priuciples 
itbt alliance: but a partition of the Spaniih dominions in favour of 
U home of Austria,'and an engagement that the same person should 
itnr be king of France and Spain, were not now thought lumcient. 

t H was insisted, that the wUl in favour of Philip was contrary to 
n^ty > and there was a parUamentary declaration for eonUnuing 
ht war, till he tbo^ld. be dethroned. 
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CHAP. VII. 

HOW JOUN BULL WAS 80 MIGHTILY PLEASED WI 
SUCCESS, THAT HB WAS GOING TO LEAVE O 
TRADE, AND TURN LAWTEI&. 

It is wisely observed bj a great philosophc 
iiabit is a second nature : tbis was verified in t 
of Jolin Bull, wbo from ao bonest and plain trac 
bad got Eucb a baunt about the cnurts of jiistii 
aucb a jargon of law-wordi«, that he concluded 
as able a lawyer as any t])at pleaded at the bar. 
QD the bench: be was overheard one day talking 
self after this manner :* '* How capriciously dc 
or chance dispose of mankind ? How seldom is t 
siuess allotted to a man, for which he is fitted 
ture ? It is plain I was intended for a man of lai 
did my guardians mistake my genius^, in placi 
like a mean slave, behind a counter ? Bless me 
immense estates these fellows raise by the law ? I 
it is the profession of a gentleman. What a plei 
is to be victorious in a cause ? to swagger at tl 
What a fool am I to drudge any more in this ' 
trade ? for a lawyer I was born, and a lawyer 
be; one is never too old to learn." All this whil 
had coDued over such a catalogue of hard wc 
were enough to conjure up the devil ; this he i 
babble indiflrerently in all companies, especially 
fee-houses; so that his neighbour tradesmen bt 
shun his company, as a man that was crackec 
stead of affairs of Blackwell hall, and the price o 

* The mannert and sentiments of the natioD became exti 
and chinpiul. ■ 
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)tb, wool, and baizes, he talks of Dotbiug but actiona 
100 the case, returns, capias, alias capias, demurrers, 
oire facias, replevins, supersedeases, certiorans, writs 
error, actions of trover and conversion, trespassei, 
sdpes and dedimus. This was matter of jest to the 
lined in law ; however. Hocus, and the rest of the 
be, encouraged John in bis fancy, assuring him, (hat 
had. a great genius for law ; that they questioned 
t, but in time he might raise money enough by it to 
mburse him all his charges; that if be studied, he 
uld undoubtedly arrive to the dignity of a lord chief 
lice :^ as for the advice of honest friends and neigh- 
iirs, John despised it ; he looked upon them as fel- 
rs of a low genius, poor grovelling mechanics^ John 
:koned it more honour to have got one favourable ver- 
;t, than to have sold a bale of broad cloth. As for 
ic Frog, to say the truth, he was more prudent ; for 
Nigh he followed his lawsuit closely, he neglected not 
i ordinary business, but was both in court and lo bis 
op at the proper hours. 



CHAP. VIIL 

W JOHW BISCOTSRID THAT HOCUS HAD JIN IKTRiaUX 
WITH Hit WXFK ; AHD WUAT FOLLOWED THKRI^ 
VPOH. 

loHN bad not run on a madding so long, had it aot 
en for an extravagant bitcb of a wife, whom Hocui 
rceiving Jolm to be fond o( was resolved to win over 
Us side. It Is a true saying, ^ that the last oai^oC 

• Hold the balaace of powen^ 
B 2 
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the parish, thtt knows of his cuckoldom, is hi 
It was olneiTed by all the neighbourhood, that 
had dealings with John's wife,* that were not si 
for bis honour ; but this was perceived by Jot 
tie too late ; she was a luxurious jade, loved s] 
equipages^ ^j% treats, and ballsy dlSerlDg ver 
from the sober manners of her ancestors, and 
means fit for a tradesman's wife. Hocus fed hei 
▼agaucy (what was still more shameful) with 
own money. Every body said, that Hocus had a i 
mind to her body; be that as it will, it is matter 
that upon all occasions she run out extravagantly 
praise of Hocus. When John used to be fibdii 
with his bills, she used to reproach him as ungra 
his greatest benefactor ; one that had taken 8< 
pains in his lawsuit, and retrieved his family h 
oppression of old Lewis Baboon. A good sw 
sum of John's readiest cash went toward building 
cus's country-bouse.f This affair between Ho 
Mrs. Bull was now so open, that all the worl 
scandalised at it ; John, waa not so dodpated, bu 
he took the hiut.^ The parson of the parish pr 
one day with more zeal than sense against adi 
Mrs. Bull told her husband, that fie was a very 
fellow to use such coarse language before people 
dition ; that Hocus was of the same mind ; ai 
they would join to have him turned out of his 

* And it was belieted that the general tampered with tfa 
ment,. 

f who settled iipoa bim the manor of Wooditock,^ and a 
entailed that, with 60001. per omncm, payable out of the pott 
detcendirith his honoora; over and above thip, an immense 
expended in building Blenheim-hixue. Aboat this time (No! 
1709) 

X Dr. Henry Sacheverell preached a sprmom against pops 
tance of regal authorii;y. 
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iHr vmag persoDal reflectioos.* Hoir do you mean, 
lyB John, by pereoiiBl reflections ? I hope lo God, irife, 
K M not x^ect upon yoa? *' No, thank Ood, my re- 
nbUion k too well eBUid>lished in the world to receive > 
oij-liurt irom such a foul-mouth'd scoundrel as be; hb 
Ueliine tends only to make husbands tyrants^ and wives . 
isves; most we be shut up, and husbands left to their 
iMrtj? Very pretty indeed! a wife must never go 
lload with a Platonic to see a play or a ball; she must 
lever stir without her husband, nor walk in Spring-gar- 
ka with a cousin. I do say, husband, and I will stand 
7 St, that without the innocent freedoms of life, matri- 
Moy would be a most intolerable state; and that a 
rife's virtue ought to be the result of her own reasoDj 
lod not of her husband's government ; for my part I 
rsnld scorn a husband that would be jealous, if he saw 
I fellow abed with me."t All this while, John's blood 
loiled in his veins : he was now confirmed in all his sus- 
»ieiooB; jade, bitch, and whore, were the best words 
sbo gave her4 Things went from better to worse, till 
bii Bull aimed a knife|| at John^ though John threw 
bottle§ at her head very brutally indeed : and after 
Hi thore was nothing but confusion ; bottles^ glasses, 
^e«D% plates, knivesi forks, and dishes flew about like 

■ 

* The bouie of conunoas voted thii sennon a libel on her mzietty 
id her 'government, the revolution, the protettant succesiion, and 
19 parliament; they impeached him of high crimes and misdemear- 
ni; he was silenced for three years, and the sermon burnt by the 



t These proceedings caused a great ferment in the natioa. 
i The bouse complained of being aspersed and vilified; opprobrl- 
is terms were used by both j;»arties, and one had recourse to 
I military power, because it was assaulted by the other with 
) tumolt and rioti 



b3 
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duft f theTonlt of whldi waii Uud Mn. Bull receh 
a braise^ io bier f%U ncle, of wUch she died half a 74 
after. The bnte impattbinnated» aod-iAenrard 
ed to a tUnUnsuteer, which mader cvaiy body ahjF^j 
GQiieMarberi jti she wanted 110I the help of mi 
able phjaiciaDi^ whei atieoded very dilffeatly, and 
wImC neaof ekill could do : but all to no piiipoee» fki 
tar caadkioQwat now qidte desperate^ all tegular 
fietans, and ber ncaveit relatiQi]% haiiog gif^a^ 
oiirer. 



GHAF. IX. 

fifOW SOXB QfTACKS OMimtTOOX TO COBJE 2fBS. BVUII 

ma vLciB.j: 

Thebs is natfaifi^ so IfflfKieiible ia aatare, but 
tebaoks will undertake; nothli^ so iacredible, but 
will aflbm : Mrs. Bull's eondiiion was lodM opo^ii 
desperate by all the meo of art; but ihere were ftae^ 
that bragged they bad an iofaQible ohrtmeot and plia 
ter, which being applied to the sove^ would core ft fa a 
few days; at the same time they would give her a pU^ 
that would purge off all her bad hainonrs, iweetcrlRr 
blood, aod rectify her disturbed imagmatioQ. In splce 
of all applicationsi the patient grew woive every dqrf 
she stunk so nobody durst come within a stooeV 



* l%e coDfaBOB e^eiy day iftsrtMeil; tlie whlpor lowctodipi^ 
Xj in the house of commoof bewail to decline. After miGh conteBtiB* 
and debate 

t the Parltament wftf prorogued, 

X and notwithBtdndiQg many attempt! to pn^tona it^ ptrtkultfl/ 
Wne difficultief started by the lonl 



V 
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bf her, escept those qnaeks who attended her close, and 
apprehended no danger. If one asked them, how Mrs. 
Bull did? Better and better, said they; the parts heal, 
ud^beroonstttiition mends; if she submits to our goverot 
■KDt, she will be abroad in a little time* Nay, it is re- 
l^orted, that they wrote to her friends in the country, 
ihfll>alicahould dance a jig next October in Westminster- 
ball, and that her illness had chiefty been owing to bad 
)p|gr8ici4ns. At last one of them* was sent for in grieat 
liaste, his patient grew worse and worse : wheu he came, 
lie affirmed that it was a gross mistake, and that she was 
a^er in a fairer way : Bring hither the salve, says he^ 
and give har a: plentiful draught of my cordiaL As he 
was applying his ointments, and administering the corr 
dial» the patient gfl.ve up the ghost, to the great confu« 
1^0 of the quack* and the great joy of Bull 'and his 
friends* Tb& quaefc fiung away out of the house in 
gireat disorder, and swore there was foul play, for he was 
waa bis medicinea were iufaiiible^ Mrs. Bull having 
died, without aq^ ^gna of repentance or devotioo» the 
vCkm^ ?irauld haEdly allow her a chnstiaa burial. The 
idationatbad once resolved to sue John for the murder ; 
tant coHsidering. better of • it, and that such a trial would 
ii|hup Maares^ and disoover things not ao much to the 
BipiilHtloa of tlie deceased^ they dropped their desigm 
Shaleft oQrWiU» ooly there wa» found iu her strong box 
thatfalkMiiflg^ weeds wrote on a^ scrip of papei; ** My 
cnae on Joba.BuU, and all my posterity, if aver th^ 
aiMBfrtoany conpositioB with the L6vd Sunitt." 

She left him- three daughters, whose namsa were Fo^ 
kflria, iMscoffdisi,.and Uauria*t 

• chanedoci it waHdiBnfared S«ivt. 24, 171^1 
f War, Facte, aad Vmrr^ 



\i 



fh THE HISTORY OF 



CHAP. X. 

OF JOHN BULL^S 8EC0KD WIFE, AND THE GOOD IDTICt 

THAT SHE GAVB HIM.* 

John quickly got the better of his ^ef, aod aeekg 
that neither his constitution, nor the afiairs of his faroilj^' 
eould permit him to live in an unmarried state, he 
resolved to get him another wife ; a cousiu of his lait 
wife's was proposed, but John would have oo more oC 
the breed : in i^ort, he wedded a sober couotrj gentlfr 
woman, of a good family, and a plentiful fortune, the 
reverse of the other in her temper, not but that «be 
loved money, for she was saving, and applied her fortaoe 
to pay John's clarmorous debts, that the onfrugal mh 
thods of hb last wife, and this ruinous lawsuit had 
brought him into. One day, as she had got her husbaad 
in a good humour, she talked to him after the foUowiflf 
manner :t " My dear, since I have been your wife, I 
have observed ^at abuses and disorders in your family; 
your servants are mutinous and quarrelsome, and f^heat 
you most abominably ; your cook-maid is in a combioa- 
tion with your butcher, poulterer, and fishmonger : ysor 
butler purloins your liquor, and the brewer sells yoo 
hogwash ; your baker cheats both in weight and in tale ; 
even your milk-woman and your nursery*maid have i 
fellow feeling ; your tailor, instead of sbre^ cabbagci 
whole yards of cloth ; besides, leaving such lonig Bcatth 
and not going to market with ready money, forces us to 
take bad ware of the tradesmen at their own price* 

* The new parliament, which wat averse to the war, made 
t areprefeatationorthemismaaageaientin theseTeral offices, ft*- 
licularly thote for VictaaUiog and clothing the nzry wmd annr ,* 
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u have not posted jour books these ten 3rear8 ; how 
it possible for a mao of biisioess to keep his aflEairs 
m io-the world at this rate ? Pray God this Hocus be 
lot: would to God you would look over his bills, 
I see how matters stand between Frog and yoa:^ 
cBgious sums are spent in this lawsuit, and more must 
borrowed of scriveners and usurers at heavy interest, 
rides, my dear, let me beg of yon to lay aside that 
d project of leaving your business to turn lawyer, for 
Kcb, let me tell you, nature never designed you. Be- 
re me, these rogues do but flatter, that they may pick 
ir pocket ; observe what a parcel of hungry ragged 
ows live by your cause ; to be sure they will never 
ke an end on't : I foresee this haunt you have got 
ut the courts, will one day or other bring your family 
t>eggary. Consider, my dear, how indecent it is to 
lodon your shop, and follow pettifoggers ; the habit is 
itroDg upon you, that there is hardly a plea between 
> country esquires about 9 barren acre upon a com- 
n, but you draw yourself in as bail, surety, or solici- 
f* John heard her all this while with patience, till 
pricked his maggot, and touched him in the tender 
ot ; then he broke out into a violent passion, *' What, 
tot fit for a lawyer ! Let me tell you, my ckdpated 
itions spoiled the greatest genius io the world, when 
J bred me a mechanic. liord Strutt, and his old 
:ue of a grandsire, have found to their cost, that I 
I manage a lawsuit as well as another." ^ I don't 
ly what you say,^ replied Mrs. Bull, ^ nor do I call in 
iBX\on your parts ; but, I say, it does not suit with your 
Bumstaoces : you and your predecessors have lived 10 
k1 reputation among your neighbours by this same 

and of the sums that had been expended on the war, 
which was hewevcr ftiU a &T«iiriie with the ptovh. . 
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clothiiig-trade^ and it were madoess to leave it off. B< 
•ides, there ara few that know all the tricks and dm 
of these lawyers; does not your own experience te« 
you, how they haye drawn you on from one ietm 
another, and how you have danced the round of all il 
courts, still flattering you with a final issue, and, 1 
aught. I can see, your cause is not a bit clearer thao 
was seven years ago." ^ I will be damn'd," says Jiol 
** if I accept of any composition from Strutt or. 1 
grandfather ; I'll rather wheel about the streets an ( 
gine to grind knives and scissors ; however, I'll ta 
your advice, and look over my accompts." 



CHAP. XL 

HOW JOHN LOOKED OTERHIS ATT0EWBY8 BILL. 

Whbn John first brought out tlie bills, (he surpr 
of all the family was unexpressible at the prodigious • 
mensions of them*; they would have measured with t 
best bale of cloth in John's shop. Fees to judges, puis 
judges, clerks, prothonotaries, filacers, chirograpbe 
uoder-clerks, proclamators, counsel, witnesses, juiyoM 
marshals, tipstaffs, criers, porters,* for enrolling?, eze 
pUfications, bails, vouchers, returns^ caveats, exaraii 
tions, filing of writs, entries, declarations, replicatln 
recordats, noli prosequis, certioraris, mittimuses, deou 
rers, special verdicts, informations, scire facias, sttpen 
deas^ habeas corpus, coach-hire, treating of witae«< 
Sic. " Verily," says John, ** there are a prodigio 
Bumber of learned words in this law; what a prel 
idence it u !*' ^ Ajl but husband, you have paid 1 
every syllable and letter of these fine words; Ue«iJi 
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ibat immeoae sums are at the bottom of the acjcoiuat t^ 
Joim ipeot^veral weel^s io looking over his bills: aad 
jif comparing and stating his accounts, he diacoyered 
Chit, bedde the extravagance of everj article, he had 
ItffOi egregipiuly cheated ; that he had paid for coansel 
Ihat were never feed, for writs that were never drawn, 
fer.diuoers that were never dressed, and journies. that 
woe never made : In short, that the tradesmen, lawyers, 
aod Frog, had agreed to throw the burden of the law- 
qjt upon his shoulders. 



CHAP. XIL 

■OW JOHN GREW AKGBT, AND RESOLVED TO ACCEPT 

A composition;* and what methods WERS 

PHACTISED BT THE LAWTERS FOR KEEPING HIM 

YROM IT. 

« 

Well might the learned Daniel Burgess say, that a 
lliauil is a suit for life. He that sows his grain upon 
^iriile, will have many a hungry belly before harvest. 
Ib^ John felt by woful experience. John's cause was 
i|pwd milch cow, and macy a man subsisted his family 
B|U of lU However, John began to think it high time 
ta,lo<^k about him. He had a cousin in the country, 
ne Sir Roger Bold,t whose predecessors had been bred 
up, to tlie law, and knew as much of it as any body ; bul 
brving left off the profession for some time, they took- 

*f When at Ifatth peace wai thonght to be eligible upon nore muh 
krate terms, a treaty vras entered into by 

t Robert Harley, aiUrwardi earl of Oxford, who was made trea- 
■■er ia the stead of the Lord Godolphio, and tbcre WM aow oot oalf 
^ lev parliamrnt, hot a seir niaiftry. 
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great pleafure ia compouDding lawsuits among their 
neighboun, for which ihey were the aFernoo of the gear 
tlemen of the long robe, aad at perpetual war with aB 
the country attome^B. John put his cause in Sir RogeA 
hands, desiring him to make the best of it : the news had 
no sooner reached the ears of the lawyers, but they wcff 
all In an uproar. They brought all the rest of the trades' 
men upon John : 'squire South swore he was betrayed, 
that he would starve before he compounded ; Frog sad 
he was highly wronged ; even lying Ned the chimney- 
sweeper, and Tom the dustman, complained that tbeii 
interest was sacrificed.''^ The lawyers, solicitors, Hocw; 
and his clerks, were all up in arms, at the news of the 
composition ; they abused him and his wife most shaBe- 
fully .f ^^ You silly, awkward, illbred, country soi 
(quoth one) have you no more manners than to rail il 
Hocus, that has saved that clodpated numskull'd nlnoy- 
bammer of yours from ruin, and all hb family ? It is wdl 
known, how be has risen early and sat up late to make 
him easy, when he was sotting at every alehouse in 
town. I knew his last wife ; she was a woman of breed- 
ing, good humour, and complaisance ; knew how to life 
in the world: as for you, you look like a puppet morad 
by clockwork : your clothes hang upon yon, as they 
were upon tenter-hooks, and you come into a room as 
you were going to steal away a piss-pot ; get you gone 
into the country to look after your mother's poultry, io 
milk the cows, chum the butter, and dress up nos^gsjff 
ibr a holiday, and not meddle with matters which yoo 
know no more of, than the signpost before your door: it 
is well known, that Hocus had au established reputaticMif 
he never swore an oath, nor told a lie in all his life) ^ 

* The meaiare was opposed bj the allies and the general ; 
/ the houM of commoai was censured as totally isnoraot of b**^ 
a€9t; 
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gratefitl to his benefacton, faithful to his frieods, libe- 
il to his dependants, and dutiful to his 8Ui>erior8 ; he 
dues not jour monej more than the dust under his 
set, but }ie hates to be abused. Once for all, Mrs. 
lynx, leave off talking of Hocus, or I will pull out 
Mie saucer eyes of yours, and make that red-streak 
DUDtiy face look as raw as an ox cheek upon a but- 
her's stall : remember, I say, that there arc pillories and 
nckhig-stools." With this, away thej flun^, leaving 
fln. Bull no time to reply. No stone was left unturned 
ft fright John from his composition ; sometimes ther 
(read reports at coffee-houses, that John and his wife 
rare run mad ; that thej intended to give up house, and 
Dike over all their estate to Lewis Baboon ;* that John ' 
lid been often heard talking to himself and seen in the 
treets without shoes or stockings; that he did uothioi^ 
lom morning till night but beat his servants, after hav- 
flg been the best master alive ; as for his wife, she was a 
iKifb natural. Sometimes John's house was beset with 
ivhole regiment of attorneys* clerks, bailiffii and bail- 
V fbHowen, and other small retainers of the law, who 
ttrew stones at his windows, and dhrt al himself; as he 
vent nhoQ the street. When Jobu complained of want 
tfieadj money to carry on his suit, they advised him 
^pawD his plate and jewels, and that Mrs. BuH should 
lA her linen and wearing clothes. 

* iBd it wainid, that the nation would at Uit b» nwificcd to tbA 
VlibltioB of France. 
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After Uii^ passage, io some of the early editions f 
lowed this small chapter, under the title of 

m6W THE LAWYERS AGREED TO SEND DON DIH 
BI8MALL0. THE CONJURER, TO JOHN BULL, 
DISSUADE HIM FROM MAKING AN END OF HIS LA 
SUIT ; AND WHAT PASSED BETWEEN THEM. 

Bull. How does mj good fricDd Don Die go ? 

Don. Never irorse. Who cao be easy when tli 
friends are playing the fool ? 

Bull. But then you may be easy, for I am respli 
to play the fool no longer : I wish I had hearkened 
your advice, and compounded this lawsuit sooner. 

Don. It is true ; I was then against the ruinous w 
of this lawauh, bat louklug over my scheme sine 
find there is an error in my calculation. Sol and Ji 
ter were iu a wrong bouse, but I have now discov^ 
their true places ; I find that the stars are unanima^ 
#f opiniotjytbat you will be successful in this cause; t 
Lewis will come to an untimely end, and Strutt wSD 
lUmed out of doors, by his wife and children. Tbeo 
went on with a torrent of ecliptics, cycles, epicycle 
eendants, trines, quadrants, conjunctions,. buUs|. te 
foats am) rams and abundance of h^d words*. wU 
lieing put together, signified nothing. Johu all tbisjii 
stood gaping and staring, like a man in jbl traoce. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

as. bull's tini^ication or the indispxnsablk 

DUTY OF CUCKOLDOM, INCUMBENT UPON VrXVEB 
15 CASE OF THE TYRANNY, INFIDELITY, OB IN- 



SUFFICIENCY OF HUSBANDS *. BEING A FULL AN- 
SWER T 

TERY.* 



SWER TO THE DOCTCR's SERMON AGAINST ADUL< 



John found dailj fresh proofs of the infidelity and 
id designs of his deceased wife ; among other thingSi 
le day looking over his cabinet, he found the following 
iper ; 

It is evident that matrimony is founded upon an ori- 
dbI contract, whereby the wife makes over the right 
€ has by the ft w of nature to the ccncuhitus vagus^ in 
vour of the husband : by which he acquires the pro- 
rty of all her posterity. But then the obligation is 
iCual : and where the contract is broken on one side 
ceases to bind on the other. Where there is a right, 
ere must be a power to maintain it, and to punish the 
ending party. The power I affirm to be that origiual 
{ht, or rather that indispensable duty of cuckoldomy 
Iged in all wives in the cases above mentioned. No 
ife is bound by any law, to which herself has not con- 
Dted : all economical government is lodged originally 
' the husband ' and wife, the executive part being in 
€1 Husband ; both have their privileges secured to them 
f law and reason : but will anj man infer from the hus- 
ind's being invested with the executive power, that 
^t wife is deprived of her t'hare, and that which is the 

*Tlie tories* reprereatatiM cf the speeches at S^clliyercTO^iNxViN. 
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principal branch of it, the original right of cuckoldoa? 
And that she has no remedy left, but fnreces et ladm/mtt 
or an appeal to a supreme court of judicature ? Nolen 
frivolous are the arguments, that are drawn from the 
general appellations and terms of husband and wife. -A 
husband denotes several diflerent sorts of mapstiagr, 
according to the usages and customs of different climila 
and countries. In some eastern nations it signifies a ty- 
rant, with the absolute power of life and death : in Tv 
key it denotes an arbitrary governor, with power o 
perpetual imprisonment : in Italy it gives the buabilM 
the power of poison and padlocks ; in the countries e 
England, France, and Holland, it has quite a diflfelCl 
meaning, implying free and equal government, secoriqi 
to the wife, in certain cases, the liberty of cuckokdoi 
spid the property of pin-money, and separate mini^ 
nance. So that the arguments drawn from the temi ( 
husband and wife are fallacious, and ^no means fit t 
support a tyrannical doctrine, as that of abaolute itt£ 
mited chastity, and conjugal fidelity. 

The general exhortations to chastity io wives n 
meant only for rules in ordinary cases, but they natnrsl 
ly suppose three conditions, of ability, justice, and fick 
lity in the husband : such an unlimited, uocooditiooo 
fidelity in the wife could never be supposed by reaiooi 
ble men: it seems a reflection upon the ch — i€h|K 
charge her with doctrines that countenance of^reif&op* 

This doctrine of the original right of cuckoldea ii 
congruous to the law of nature, which is superior (o i 
human laws, and for that I dare appeal to all wireii I 
is much to the honour of our English wives, that tbQ 
have never given up that fundamental point ; and^l^ 
though in former ages they were muffled up in dartaitf 
and superstition, yet that notion seemed engraveo oc 
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leir mindfl; and the impreBsioo so stroog, that nothiog; 
»uld impair it. 

To aseal the illegality of cuckoldom upon Buy pre- 
Dce whatsoever, were to cast odious coloun upon the 
•rried state^ to blacken the Decesearj means of perpe- 
lating families : such laws can nerer be supposed to 
ive been designed to defeat the very end of matrimonj, 
le propagation of mankind. I call them necessary means ; 
»r in many cases uhat other means are left ? Such a 
octrine voutids the honour of families; unsettles the 
lies to kingdoms, honours, and estates; for if the actions 
mn which such settlements spring were illegal, all that 
I built upon tliero must be so too : but the last is absurd, 
iMrefore the first must be so likewise. Whai is the cause 
hat Europe groans at present under the heavy load of 
( cruel and expensive war, but tlie tyrannical custom of 
i certain nation, and the scrupulous nicety of a silly 
ineen,* in not exercising this indispensable duty of 
^ckoldom, whereby the kingdom might have bad an 
leii; and controverted ^iccession might have been avoid- 
ed P These are the effects of the narrow maxims of your 
cfeigy, That one must not do evil, that good may come 
sfit 

The assertors of this indefeasible right, stn^jus divimim 
if matrimony, do all in their hearts favour gallants, and 
^ pretenders to married women ; for if the true legal 
hindation of the married state be once sapped, and in- 
tfead thereof tyrannical maxims introduced, what must 
Mow but elopements instead of secret and peaceable 
eaekoTdom ? 

From all that has been said, one may clearly perceive 
Hie absurdity of the doctrine of this seditious, discontent- 
ed, hot-headed, ungifted, unedifying preacher, assertuig, 

* The queen of Chirlef II. ofSpMii, u^ob whole death without iasuc 
the vmr broke cut. 
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That the grand secaritf of Ifae tnatrioKMiia! state, 'ini 
the pillar upoo which it stands, is fdmided upon the 
wife*s belief of an absolnte unconditional fidelity to As 
husbaod^s bed : hj which bold assertion he spikes at At 
root, dip die foundation, and removes the badi^ a|^ 
which the happiness of a married state is built lifir 
his personal reOections, I would gladlj know who"M 
those wanton wives he speaks of? who are those ladhi 
ef high' station, that he so boldly traduces in his sermes? 
It is prettj plain whom these aspersions are aimed i(: 
for which he deserves the pillory, or something wane; 
In confirmation of this doctrine of the indispeoMUl 
^uty of cuckoldom, I could bring the example of IkB 
wisest wives in all ages, who hj these means harefia^ 
served their husbands' families from ruin and bbttvia 
by want of posterity; but what has been said, ifi 
sufficient ground for punishing this pragmatical panMSk 



CHAP. XIV. 

THE TWO GREAT PARTIES OF WIVES, THE DEVOTOZS IK* 

. TMB HITT8.* 

The doctrine of unlimited chastit7 and fidelitjrii 
wives was universallj espoused by all husbands, whs 
went about the country, and made the wives sign pS: 
pers, signifjing their utter detestation and abhorrence sT 
Mrs. BulFs wicked doctrine of the indispensable d^ 
of cuckoldom. Some yielded, others refused to plrt 
with their native liberty ; which gave rise to two i^ 
parties among the wives, the devotoes and the htts^ i 

* Thoie who were for or agateit the doctrine of nott-raikttt0ei 
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riKNigli it naft be owned, the diitinetioD was more 
MBiDal than real ; for the derotoes would abuse free* 
]mm sometines; and those who were difltingoished by 
IM nane of hitts were often reiy honest. At the same 
hM there came out an ingenious treatise, with the title 
#^Oood Advice to Husbands ;" in which thej are 
laniaelled not to trust too much to their wires ownfoj^ 
Ii0^k>etrine of unlimited conjugal lldelitj, and sa to ne« 
;1ect family duty, and a due watchfuhsess oyer the 
Monera of their wives; that the greatest security to 
mbaods was a vigorous constitution, good usage of their 
and keeping them from temptation; many bus- 
having been sufferers by their trusting too much 
it g eoer d professions, as was exemplified in the case of 
fr IMiah and negligent husband, who, trusting to the 
rtkacy of this principle, was undone by his wife's 
elspement from him. 



CHAP. XV. 

<4I ICCOUMT OF THE CONFBRaNCE BETWEEN MRS. BVLL 

AND DON DIEOO. 

The lawyers, as their last effort to put off the compost- 
tioD, sent Don Diego* to John. Don Diego was a xery 
Inorthy gentleman, a friend to John, his mother, and 
(leient wife ; and therefore supposed to have sumo in- 
Mhence over her : he had been ill used himself by John's 
uriirerB; but, because of some animosity to Sir Roger,t 

* Anoog otiier obstaclea to the treaty, was the oppositioD of the earl 
StMottiofhain, a tory aobleuao, whobad great influence in tlie bouse 
Qfeoomoas. 

f The cause of his animosity, from which this conduct is supposed 
to proceed, was Mr. Harley's being chosen to succeed him as principal 
Secretary of state, when he was removed from that office iu \IL\«'9«»x 
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was agaiost the conpositioD.* The coDference belwcco 
him and Mn, Bull was word for word as follows: 

Don Diioo. Is it possible, cousin Bull, that you cat 
foiget the honourable maxims of the family you are tm 
.of, and break your word with three of the hooestesti baib 
meauing persons in the world. Esquire South, Frof^ siA 
Hocus, that have sacrificed their interests to youn? ft 
is base to take advantage of their simplicity and txtixH^f 
and leave them in the lurcli at last 

Mrs. Bull. I am sure they have left my family Iss 
bad condition ; we have hardly money to go to msrittt; 
and nobody will take our word for sixpence. A vof 
fine spark tiiis Esquire South ! My husband took Ufliii^ 
a dirty snotty-nosed boy ; it was the business of bstftbe 
servants to attend him, the r<^e did l)awl andflult- 
such a noise : sometimes he fell in the fire and bumlUi 
face, sometimes broke his shins clambering over ihs 
benches, often pissed abed, and always came in sodiitjt 
as if he had been dragged through the kennel at a bosrt* 
iog-school. He lost his money at chuck-farthing, sbuflfc- 
cap, and all- fours; sold his books, pawned his iiotti 
which we irere always forced to redeem. Then tilt 
ivhole generation of him are so in love with bagpipa 
and puppetsliows ! I wish you knew what my biutoMl 
hss paid at the pastry-cook's and confectiooerli for \ 
Naples biscuit, tarts, custards, and sweetmeats.! All 
this while my husband considered him as a geoiksHD 
of a good family that had fallen into decay, gave Ub 
good education, and has settled him in a good credltibte 
way of living, having procured him, by hn interest, sDe 
of the best places of the country : and what retura^ iHA 

* He expostulated against the peace with great warmth is thebflM't 
when the queen was present ineog. 
t Something relating to the manners of a great prince, superstitioili 
ovci> operas, shows, &c. 
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fw, doci thk fine geoUemaD make at ? He will hai^Iy 
ghre aie or my hinbaod a good word, or a civil exprenkm : 
ioBtetd of air and madam,^ (which though I'say it, it our 
riae) he calk us goodj and gaffer auch-a-one : says, he did 
■a a great honour to board with us : huffs and dinp at 
bmIi a rate, because we will not spend the little we have 
kA, to get him the title and estate of Lord Strutt : and 
then, forsooth, we shall have the honour to be his woollen- 
drapers. Besides, Esquire South will be Esquire South 
■dH ; fickle, proud, and ungrateful. If he behaves him- 
pelf 10, when he depends upon us for his daily bread, can 
mj man s^y what he will do when he is got above the 
iNnld? 

D* DiiGO. And would you lose the honour of so no- 
bfe and generous an undertaking ? Would you rather 
■cc^ this scandalous composition, and trust that old 
HKiie, Lewis Baboon ? 

3Mn. Bull. Look you, friend Diego^ if we law it 
m, tin Lewb turns honest, I am afraid our credit will 
VttiJow at Blackwell-hall. I wish eveiy man had his 
two ; but I still say, that Lord Strutt's money shines 
li bright, and chinks as well as Esquire South's. I don't 
ftBow any other hold, that we tradestiien have of these 
freat folks, but their interest; buy dear and sell cheap, 
Wd 111 warrant ye you will keep your customer. The 
worst is, that Lord Strutt's servants have got such a, 
haunt about that old rogue^s shop, that it will cost us 
iMny a firkin of strong beer to bring them back again ; 
^ the longer they are in a bad road, the harder it will 
be to get them out of it. 

D. Duoo. But poor Frog! what has he done ? On 
my conscience, if there be an honest, sincere man in the 

irorid, it b that Frog. 

* Something relating to forms and tltlcf .* 
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Mn. Bull. I Hoaik^ I need do! tell you hoi 
Ffog bat becD obliged to our family from his cbil 
lie canlet Ut head high now, but he had nerer I 
man be ia^ irithout our help.* Ever smce tl 
meDeemeot of thb lawsuit, it has been the bus 
II0CU8, in abariog; our expenses, to plead fc 
*' Poor Frog,'' says he, '' is in hard circumstan 
has a numerous ftunily» and lives from hand to 
his children don't eat a bit of good victuals f 
yearns end to the other, but live upon salt h^rio 
curd, and borecole ; he does his utmost, poor fc 
keep things even in the world, and has exerted 
beyond his al^ity in this lawsuit ; but he really 
wherewithal to go on. What signifies this 
pounds ? place it upon your side of the account 
great deal to poor Frog, and a trifle to you.'' '. 
been Hocus's constant language, and I am sur 
)iad obligations enough to us to have acted anot 

D. DuGo. ^o ckmbt Hocus meant all thi 
beat, but he is a tender-hearted, charitable ma 
is indeed in hard circumstances. 

Mrs. Bull. Hard circumstances! I swea 
provoking to the last degree. All the tim< 
lawsuit, as fast as I have mortgaged, Frog 
chased : from a plain tradesman with a sho| 
house, and country hut, with a dirty fishpon 
end of it, he is now grown a very rich coud 
tleman, with a noble landed estate, noble pala 
nors, ptirks, gardens, and farms, finer than any 
ever master of.f Is it not strange, wlien my 

* On the other side, compUint was made of the unequal 
the war ; « 

f and of the acquisition of the Dutch in Flanders ; du 
debates the house took in consideration 
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Mbaned great turns eyerj term, Frog thould be pur- 
dmnog tome new farm or manor ? So that if tfab 
lawtoit latti, he will be far the richett mao in bit ooon- 
07* What 10 worse than all this, he steals away my 
customers every day ; twelre of the richest and the best 
Jkave left my shop by his persuasion, and whom, to my 
certain knowledge, he has under bonds never to return 
.again : judge you if this be neighbouriy dealing. 
. D. Diego. F!rog is indeed pretty close in hk deal- 
ings, but very honest : yon are so touchy, and take 
.things so hotly, I am sure there must be some mistake 
.m Ibis. 

. . Mrs. Bull. A plaguy one indeed ! Tou know, and 
have often told roe of it, how Hocus and those rogues 
kspt ray httsbaod John BuU drunk for five years to- 
:|^ther with punch and strong waters; I am sure he 
never went one night aoiber to bed, till they got him 
to sign the strangest deed that «v€r you taw in your 
Jife. The methods they todc to manage him HI tell 
yau aootlier time i at present i'il read only the writing. 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 

BBTWKKN 

JQBN BXTLI^ Clothier, 

AND 

laCHOLAS FROG, Livm.d&apxb.'' 

I. That for maintaining the ancient good correspon- 
dence and friendship between the said parties, I ISh- 

* a treaty which had been concluded hy the Lord Townibeiid at 
the Hague between the qoecn and the itatef in 17W, for leeurioc the 
Plr^testast succenioo, sod for settUnc a liarriex toi HoWaxA ^i^^ao^ 



1 

II 
c 
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eholat Fh^ do solemnly engage and promiie to keep " 
peace io Jo4id Bull's familj; that neither his wife, 
childran, nor servants give him any trouble, distmb* p 
ante, or molestation whatsoever, bat to oblige thesi ^ 
all to do their duty quietly in thoir respective sts* h 
tions^ and whereas tlie said John Bull, from the s^P 
sured confidence he has in my friendship, has appointe< ^^ 
me executor of his last will and testament, and guu^ 
dian to his children, I do undertake for me, my hein 
and assigns, to see the same duly executed and pe^ 
formed, aiid that it shall be unalterable in all its pirti 
by Jolm Bull, or any body else : for that purpose ft 
shall be lawful and allowable for me to enter bis home 
at any hour of the day or night ; to break open ban^ 
bolts^ and doors, chests of drawers, and atroog boxM^ 
In order to secure the peace of my friend Jolm Bulh 
family, and to see his will duly executed. 

II. In consideration of which khid ndghbowrly efiee H 
of Nicholas Frog, in that he has been pleased to ac- 
cept of the aforesaid trust, I John Bull, having duly 
considered, that my friend Nicholas Frog at this time 
lives in a manhy soil and UDwholesome air Infested 
with fogs and damps destructive of the health of hi» 
self, wife, and children, do bind and oblige me, my 
hein, and astigiu, to purchase for the said Nicholai 
Frog, with the best and readiest of my cash, bonds, 
»^^*6^^ gvinla, lujd cbaUelsi a landed estate, with 
parks^ gardens^ palaces, rivers, fields, and outlets, con- 
sisting of as large extent as the said Nicholas Frog shall 
think fit. And whereas the said Nicholas Frog is at 

France. And it was retolred, that several articles of tbii treaty 
were destructive to the trade and ioterert of Great-Britaio, that Lord 
Tewodiend had bo authority to a^ree to theoi, and that he and all 
those, who advised ratHyiof the treaty, were enemies to their coun- 

trr- 
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[jresent liemmed iu too close by the grounds of Lewb 
Baboon, master of the science of defence, I the end 
Joho Bull do oblige myself^ irith the readiest of mjr 
cask, to purchase and cuclose the said grounds, for 
us mxoy fields and acres as the said Nicholas shall 
think fit: to the iulent that the said Nicholas may 
have free egress and regi*ess, without let or moletta- 
lion, suitable to the demaucis of himself and family. 

III. Fartliermorc, tlie said John Bull obliges huoself 
to make the country neighbours of Nicholas Frog allot 
a certain part of yearly rents to pay for tlie repairs of 
the said landed estate, to the intent that Iiis good friend 
Nicholas Fiog may be eased of all charges. 

lY. And whereas the said Nicholas Frog did contract 
vitfa the deceased Lord Stiiitt about certain liberties,' 
iwiviiegca, and immunities, formerly in the possession of 
the said John Bull, I the said John Bull do freely by 
time preseDts renounce, quit, and make over to the said 
NJcbolaa, the liberties, privileges, and immunities con* 
traeted for, in as full a manner, as if they never had be< 
loD^ged to me. 

Y. The said John Bull obliges himself, his heirs, and 
assign^ not to acli one rag of broad or coarse clotli to 
%Dy gentleman within the neighbourhood of the said 
Nicholas, excc|)t in such quantities and such rates, as 
the said Nicholas shall think fit. 

Signed and sealed, 

JOHN BULL. 
NIC. FROG. 

[The reading of this paper put Mrs. Bull iu such a pas- 
sion, that she fell downright into a fit, and they were 
forced to give her a good quantity of the sph-it of 
hartshorn before she recovered*! 
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D. DiBoo. Why in such a passion, coiuin ? c 
ing your drciunstances at that time, I don't tfa 
such an uoreasonable contract. You see Fro{ 
this, is religiously true to his bargain ; he sc 
hearken to any composition without your privai 

Mrs. Bull. You know the contrary.* R< 
fetter. 

[Reads the superscriptiou] 
Bwt Lewis Baboon^ master cf the noble science oj 

SIR, 

I UMDBRSTAi^D that you are at this time 
with my friend John Bull, about restoring tfa 
Strutt's custom, and besides, allowing him certai 
Iqiea of parks and fidi-ponds; I wonder how y 
are a man that knows the world, can talk with t 
Ijle fellow. He has been my bubble these twent; 
and to my certain knowledge, undentands no 
hb own atTairs than a child in swaddling-clothes, 
he has got a sort of a pragmatical silly jade of 
that pretenfis to take him out of my hands : 1 
and she both will find yourselves mistaken ; ] 
those that shall manage lier ; and for him, he < 
well be hanged as make one step in his aflfairs 
my consent. If you will give me what you p 
him, I will make all things easy, and stop the c 
ejectment against Lord Strutt : if you will n* 
^hat follows. I shall have a good action agai 



• In the nean time the Dutch were secretly negotial 
France. 
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kt preteodlog to rob me of my bubble. Take this 
winuogfirom, 

Your loTiog friead,- 

NIC. FROG. 

I atn told, coutto Biego, you are one of those that 
bave uDdertakeo to manage me, and that you have said 
you will carry a green bag yourself, rather than ve shall 
make an end of our lawsuit : III teach them and you 
too to manage. 

D. Diego. For God^s sake, madam, why so choleric ? 
I say this letter is some forgery ; it never entered into 
the head of that honest man, Nic Frog, to do any such 
ftiog. 

Mrs. Bull. I can't abide you : you have been railing^ 
ffiese twenty years at esquire South, Frog, and Hocus, 
caHibg them rogues and pickpockets, and now they are 
turned the honestest fellows in the world. What is the 
meaoing of all this ? 

S. Diego. Pray tell me how you came to emfJoy thi& 
Sii^ Boger in your affairs, and not think of your old 
G^end Diego?. 

Mrs. Bull. So, so, there it pinches^ To tell you. 
tmth, I have employed Sir^ Roger in several weighty 
alairs, and have found him trusty and honest, and the 
poor man always scorned to take a farthing of me. I 
have abundance that profess great zeal, but they are 
damuable greedy of the pence. My husbands and I are 
now in such circumstances, that we must be served upoa^ 
cheaper terms- than we have been. 

D. Diego. Well, cousin, I find I can do no good with* 

you ; I am sorry that you will ruin yourself by trusUng^ 

thh Sir Roger. 

I 2. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

HOW THE GUARDIANS OF THE DECEASED MBS. 
bull's THREE DAUGHTERS CAMS TO JOHN, AID 
WHAT ADVICE THEY GAVE HlM { WHSAEIM AEB 
BRIEFLY TREATED THE CHARACTERS OF THf 
THREE DAUGHTERS : ALSO JOHN BULL's AJISWU 
TO THE THREE GUARDIANS.^ 

I TOLD you in a former diapter, that Mrs. Bull^ bi^ 
foi*e she departed tbis life, had blessed John with thitt 
daughters. I need uot here repeat their names^ neitlMC 
would I irilliDglj use aoj scandalous reflections upoo 
youug ladies, whose reputations ought to be very teIlde^ 
Ij handled ; but the characters of these were so well 
l^oowu io the neighbourhood^ that it is doing them no ifr 
jury to make a short description of them. 

The eldest was a termagant, imperious, prodigal 
lewd, profligate wench, as ever breathed :* she used to 
raotipole about the liouse, pinch the children, kick the 
servants, and torture the cats and the dogs ; she wouU 
rob her father^s strong box, for money to give the young 
fellows tltat she was fond of : slie had a noble air» and 
something great in her mien» but such a noisome infec- 
tious breath, as threw all the servants that dressed her 
into consumptions ; if she smelt to the freshest nosegay 
it would shrivel and wiilier as it had been blighted : 
she used to come home in her cups, and break the chioa 
and the looking-glasses ; and was of such an irregulat 
t^niper, and so entirely given up to her passion, that 
you might argue as well with the north wind, as with 
her ladysliip : so expensive, that the income of thite 

* The debates in parliameot were, howerer, etill continaed. 
t jPoZemto, War. 
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idoniB was not enough to supply her cxtrayagance.. 
tts loFed her best, believing her to be his own, got . 

the bodj of Mrs. Bull. 

lie seeoud daugliter,t bom a year after her sister, 
I peevish, froward, iH-conditiotied creature as ever 
ugly aa the devil, lean, hagganl, pale, with saucer 

a sharp nose, and hunchbiicked : but active, 
htly, and diligent about her affairs. Her ill com« 
on vas occasioned by her bad diet, which was 
s, morning, noon, and night: she never rest- 
rietly abed ; but used to disturb the whole family 
kicking- out in her dreams, and plague them next 
with interpreting tliem, for she took them all for 
(I : she would cry out murder, and disturb the 
K neighbourhood ; and when John came niouing 
I stairs, to inquire what the matter was ; nothing, 
)th, only her maid had stuck a pin wrong in her 

: site turned away one servant for putting too 
I oil in her sallad, and another for putting too liKle 
D her wateigruel ; but such, as by flattery had pro- 
i her esteem, slie would indulge in the greatest 
u Her father had two coachmen ; when one was 
le coach'box, if the coach swung but the least to 
ide, she used to shriek so loud that all tlie street 
aded she was overturned ; but though the other was 
ally drunk, and had overturned the whole family, 
iras. very, angry with her father for turning him 
. Then she used to carry tales and stories from one 
other, till she had set the whole neighbourhood to- 
f by the ears; and this was the only diversion she 
pleasure in. She never went abroad, but she brought 

such a bundle of monstrous lies, as would have 
ed any mortal but such as knew lier : of a whale 

* Discordioj Faction. 
3 1 
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that bad swallowed a fleet of shipB; of the llom being. 
let out of the tower to deatroj the protetttant idi^ ; 
of tbe pope's being seen io a brandy -shop at Wupfkig; 
aud of a prodigious strong man, that was going todwve 
down the eupi^ of St. Paul's ; of three miliiooi of ive 
pound pieces, that esquire Soutbbad found aoder anaU 
wall ; of blazii^ stars, fljing dragons^ and aboDdme 
of such stuff. All the servants in the family madsftii^ 
aonrt to her, fer she domineered there, and turned tit 
and in whom she pleased ,* only there was an old gnidp. 
between her and Sir Roger, whom she mortally iHtoi^. 
and used to hire f^ows to squirt kennel water opis 
him, as he passed along the streets; so that he wu 
forced constantly to wear a surtout of oiled clolh, Iqr 
which means he came home pretty clean, except where 
tbe surtout was a little scanty. 

As for the third,* she was a thief^ and a eommon m» 
cenary prostitute, and that without any solicitatioD iron 
nature, for she owned she had no eojoyment She hid 
norespect of persons; a.fHioce or a porter was ril «ae^ 
Mcordiog as they paid ; yea, she would leave the iiMBt 
gentleman in the world, to go to an ugly pocky fcUmr. 
for rixpence more. Intiie practice of her pro/ession dM 
had amassed vast magazines of all sorts of things ; dML 
had above five hundred suits of fiue clothes, and jet 
iwent abroad like a dnderu'ench : she Tobbed and 
starved, all the servants, so that nobody could live mat 
iier. 

So much for John's three daughters, which, you will, 
say, were rai-ities to be fond of: yet nature will sIm»w ii- 
aetf ;. nobody could blame their relations for taking G«e 
of them : and therefore it was that Hocus, with two other 
of ^ guardians, thought it their duty to take cv» of. 

* Uswria^ Vnry. 
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tke Inlemt of tbe three girby md give John their best . 
aMoe befiMe he cempouoded the lawmiit. 

Hoemk What mtkea you ao iby of late, my good 
Artaid? Thefe*a nobody loyea you better than I, nor has 
taken mom pains in your affiin: asl liopetobesaTed, 
t would do any thing to serve you^ I would crawl upon 
olinr to.aerve yon; I have spent my health and pa- 
mal- «Mate in your service: I have indeed a small 
(ittanoe left, with which I might rethre, and with as 
tjaod a conacience a»aoy man : but the thoughts of this 
df^paoefiil oomposition so toudies me to the quick, that 
t oaooot sleep : after I had brought the cause to tbe last 
strolus, that one yecdict more had quite ruined old Lewis 
and.Lord Strutt, and put you^ia the quiet possession of 
tmry thing; then to compound ! I cannot bear it. This 
cause was my fayourite, I had set my heart upoo it; it 
is like an only child; I cauaot endure It should mis* 
oanry ; for God's sake cousidor only to what a dismal 
condition old Levis is brought He is at an end of ail 
hb cash ; his attorneys have hardly one trick left ; they 
are at an end of all their chicane; besides, he has both 
Us law and bis daily bread now upon trust. Hold out 
(ttly one term longer, and I'll warrant you, before the 
next, we shall have him in the Fleet I'll bring him 
to the pillory ; his ears shall pay for his perjuries. 
For the love of God don't compound : let me be damn- 
ed if you have a friend in the world, that loves you 
better than I : there is nobody can say I am covetous,, 
or that I have any interest to pumie, but yourk 

2d. QvAjgiDiAV. There is nothing so plain, as that 
dns Lewis has a design to rum all his neighbourhig. 
tradesmen ; and at this time he has such a prodigioos 
income by his trade of all kinds, that if there is not 
' some stop put to his exorbitant riches, he will monopo- 
Uxc every thing: nobody will be able to sell a yaxd 5^^-. 
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driperj or merceiy-ware but liimself. I tkeu hoUif^ 
advisable, that you coutiaiie the lawsuit, aod bunt him 
at once. My concero for the three poor in«)tberiea 
children obli|^ me to give you thb advice : for thoK 
estates, poor girls! depend upon the success of tbii 
cause. 

3d. GrAHDijLif. I own this writ of ejectment luwcoA 
dear; but then consider it is a jewel well worth thft 
purchasing at the price of all you have. None, bnt^ 
Mr. Bull's declared enemies can say, he has auy othtt 
security for his clothing trade but the ejectment of Lord 
Strutt The only question then that remains to be de^ 
cided, is, who shall stand the expenses of the suit ? To 
which the answer b as plain ; who but he, that is to 
have tlie advantage of the sentence! When Esquiio 
South has got possession of hb title and honour, b not 
John Bull to be hb clothier ? Who, then, but Joha 
ought to put him in possession ? Ask but auy indifie^ 
cut gentleman, who ought to bear hb charges at law ? 
and he will readily answer, hb tradesmen. I do ther^ 
fore affirm, and I will go to death with it, that, beiq; 
hb clothier, you ought to put him in quiet posseauoo of 
hb estate, and, with the same generous spirit you have . 
begun it, complete the good work. If you peisbt b 
(lie bad measui'es you are now in, what must become of 
the three poor orpliaos ? My heart bleeds for the pooir 
girls. 

John Bull. You are all very eloquent persons; but 
give me leave to tell you, you express a great deal 
more concern for tlie three girls than for me ; I think 
my interest ought to t>e considered in the first place. 
As for you, Hocus, I cauH but say you have managed 
my lawsuit with great address, and much to my ho- 
nour ; and though I say it, you have been well paid 
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liNT ii. Why must the burden be taked Off Frtg't back, 
iad laid BpoQ mj shoulden? He can drive about his 
>wn parka and fields in his gilt chariot, when I have 
Mtfii farced to mortgage mj estate : his note will go 
artlier than mj hood. Is it not matter of fact, that, 
ram the richest tradesman in all the country, I am re- 
hiced to beg and borrow from scriveners and usurers, 
ibat sack the heart, Mood, and guts out of me ? and 
what is all this for ? Did you like Frog's countenance 
better than mine ? Was not I your old friend and rela- 
iioD? Have I not presented you nobly? Have I not 
clad your whole family ? Have you not had a hundred 
yards at a time of the finest cloth in my shop ? Why 
must the rest of the tradesmen be not only indemnified 
Gram charges, but forbid to go on with their own busi- 
LMM^ and what is more their concern than mine ? As to 
hoMiog out this term, I appeal to your own conscience, 
has not that been your constant discourse these six years, 
^' aoe tqrm more, and old Lewis goes to pot." If thou 
ait to fond of my cause, be generous for once, aiid lend 
ne a brace of thousands. Ah Hocus ! Hocus ! I know 
tbee ; not a sous to save me from gaol, I trow. Look 
ye, gentlemen, I have lived with credit in the world, 
and it grieves my heart, never to stir out of my doors, 
but to be pulled by the sleeve by some rascally dun or 
oth< r : '* Sir, remember my bill : there's a small concern 
of a thousand pounds, I hope you thiuk on^t, sir." And 
to have these usurers transact my debts at coifee-bouses, 
and alehouses, as if I were going to break up shop. 
Loid ! that ever the rich, the generous John Bull, clo> 
thier, the envy of all his ueigiibours, should be brought 
to compound his debts for five shillings in the pound : 
aud to have bis nan)e in an advertisement for a statute 
of bankrupt. The thought of it makes roe road. I 
bave read somewhere in the Apocrypha, thatOQfi«b»is^4 
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*' not ebmolt with a woman, toucUDg her of whoa die 
k jealous; Dor with a merchant, cooceming e»9faia|ef 
nor with a buyer, of selling ; nor with an unmerdtd 
man, of kindness, ^c'' I could have added one tidog 
more, ** nor with an attorney, about eompovndiqg t 
lawsuit'' The ejectment of Lord Strut! will neyer d«. 
The evidence is crimp; the witnesses swear backwnd 
and forward, and contradict themselves; and his t^ 
nants stick by him. One tells me that I must cany os 
my suit, because Lewis is poor; another, because he k 
idll too rich: whom shall I believe? I am sure of on 
thing, that a penny in the purse is the best friend Jobs- 
can have at last; and who can say that this will be the 
last suit I sliall be engaged in ? Besides, if this qect- 
ment were practicable^ is it reasonable, that when Ei* 
quire South is losing his money to sharpers and ^d^ 
pockets, going, about the country with fiddlers and bo( 
foons^ and squandering his income with hawks and d^ 
I. should lay out the fruits of my honest industry ia a 
lawsuit, for him, only upon the hopes of being Ms d^ 
thier ? And when the cause is over, I shall not have Ik 
benefit of my project for want of money to go to nM- 
ket. Look ye, gentlemen, John Bull is but a plsk 
man ; but John Bull knows when he is ill used. I 
know tlie infirmity of our family ; we are apt to ffxf 
the kM)on companion, and throw away our money in our 
cups : but it was an unfair thing in you« gentlemen, tt 
take advantage of my weakness, to keep a parcel ef 
roaring bullies about roe day and night, with huzai 
and huntinghorns, and^ ringing the changes on butchers* | 
cleavers, never let me cool, and make me set my haod 
to papers when I could hardly hold my pen. Tfaeie 
will come a day of reckoning for all that proceeding* 
In. the mean time, gentlemen, I beg you will kt. me 
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into 007 aflkki a little, and that you would not grudge 
pe the snail remainder of a very great estate. 



CHAP. XTIL 
KsauiRE soiith's message and letter to> 

MRS. BULL. 

Tub arguments used by Hocus and the rest of the 

goardians had hitherto proved insufficient :* John and 

hk wife could not be persuaded to bear the expense of 

Esquire South's lawsuit. Thej thought it reasonable^ 

ttakt since he was to have the honour and advantage, he 

akmld bear the greatest share of the chai^ges ; and re- 

tftnch what he lost to sharpers, and spent upon country^ 

^boces and puppet-plays, to apply it to that use. This 

iMiiot very grateful to the esquire ; therefore, as the 

hst experiment, he resolved to send Signior Beneaato,! 

master of his fox-hounds, to Mrs. Bull, te try what good 

ke could do with her. This Signior'Benenato had all 

die qualities of a fine gentleman, that were fit to charm 

a hdy's heart ; and if any person in the world could 

have persuaded her it was he. But such was her un* 

shaken fidelity to her husband, and the constant purpose 

of her mind to pursue his interest, that the most refined 

arts of gallantry that were practised could not seduce her 

* But M aU attempts of the party to preelode the treaty were inef- 
Mnl, andcottplaints were made of the deficiencies of the houae of 
Aattria, the archduke sent a menaf e and letter 

f by Prince Eugene, urpng the continuance of the war, and oflier- 
ing to bear a proportion ef the expense. 
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heart The oeeklaoes, diaisoad cnwses, and rich ttraci- 
ku that were offered, die rejected with the atmodt'iM 
aod disdaio. The muiic and serenades that were glva 
her, souaded more uograieful io her ears thao the nok 
of a 8creech-9wl ; however, she received Esquire Souths 
letter bj the haods of ^igoior Beneoato with that le* 
spect that became his quality. The copy of the letter ii 
as follows, iu which you will observe he chauges a little 
his usual style : 

MADAM, 

The writ of ejeotoieol against Philip Babooo, (pitr 
tended Lord Strut!) is just ready to pass : there want 
but a few necessary forms, and a verdict or two more, 
to put me in quiet possession of my honour and estate : 
I question not, but that, according to your wonted gene- 
rosity and goodness, you will give it the finishing stroke ; 
an honour that I would gruclge in any body but your* 
self. In order to ease you of some part of the ckaiges» 
I promise to furnish pen, ink, and paper, provided jon 
pay for the stamps. Besides, I have ordered my stetr- 
ards to pay, out of the readiest and best of my rents, five 
pounds ten shillings a year, till my suit is finished. I 

wish you health and happiness, being, with due re« 
spect, 

Madam, 

Your assured friend, 

SOUTH, 

What answer Mrs. Bull returned to his letter you 
shall know in my second part, only they were at a pretty 
gpod distance in their proposals ; for as Esquire South 
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fered to be al the drngei ef pOi ink, and inpcr, 
uU refused sdj Bore thui toleod her buige.^ to 
isooiinad to Weetniniter-halL 

^roportioB wai, hovevcr, tbou^t to be bo incouidenlLf . 
>tter produced no other cfleci. thui the conroj of tiic fisrctf 
flish fleet t* Barcolooa. 
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THE PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 

HE world IS much indebted to the famom Sir Hutt- 
Polesworth fer Tiis iDgeuiotts and impartial accouot 
ihn BuH's lawsuit ; jet there is just cause <if coro- 
t against him, in that he relates it ob\j by parcels, 
nron't give us the whole work : this forces me, who 
dIj the publisher, to bespeak the assistaoce of his 
ds and acquaintance, to engage him to lay aside 
stingy humour, and gratify the curiosity of the pub^ 
; once. He pleads in excuse, that they are only pri- 
memoirs, written for his own use, in a loose style, to 
i as a help to his ordinary conversation.* I repre- 
id to him the good reception the First Part had met 
; that though calculated only for the meridian of 
t>-street, it was yet taken notice (rf by the better sort ; 
the world was now sufficiently acquainted with 
1 Bull) and interested itself in his concerns. He 

i^ exeoM of Sir Homphry can wly relate to the Second P^rt^ 
quel of the history. See the preface to the First Part, H. 
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aoswered, with a smile, that he had indeed some 
things to impart, that concerned John Bull's relatkw 
and domestic affairs ; if these would satisfy me, he ga^e 
me free leave to make use of them, because they uroiU 
serve to make the history of the law-suit more intelligi- 
ble. When I had looked over the manuscript, I fauod 
likewise some farther account of the composition, whkli 
perhaps may not be unacceptable to such as have mi 
the former part. 



CHAP. I. 

THE CUARi.CTER OF JOHN BUIJi's MOTHER.* 

John had a mother, whom he loved and boooured ex* 
tremdy, a discreet, grave, sober, good conditioned, €lea» 
ly old gentlewoman as ever lived,* she was oooe of ysoP 
cross-grained, termagant, scolding jades^ that one had li 
good be hanged as live in the house witb^ wuudk as nt 
always censuring the conduct, aod telling aeandalous ^ 
ries of their neighbours, extolling their own good qwri^ 
ties, aod undervaluing those of others. On the oeoM^ 
ry, she was of a meek spirit, aod as she wat strktty vl^ 
tuous henelf, so she alwaya pot the best coostrwcte 
upon the words and actions of her neighbours, exoa^ 
where they were irreoooeilable to the rules of hoMiV 
and deceo^. She was neither one of your precM 
prudes, not one of your fsDta&iical old belles, that drtit 
themselves like girls of fifteen : as she neither worst 
ruff, forehead dotb^ nor high crowned hat, so she bad liM 
aside feathers, flowers^ and crimped ribands, in her besd- 

* The church of England. H. 
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ftUy forbelow-scarft, and hoop-petticoats. She scorned 
> patch and paint, yet she loyed to keep her hands 
nd her face clean. Though she wore no flaunting laced 
oflles, she would not keep herself in a constant sweat 
rith greasy flannel : though her hair was not stuck with 
eivels, she was not ashamed of a diamond cross ; she 
iFis not like some ladies, hung about with toys and trin- 
kets, tweezer-cases, pocket-glasses, and essence-bottles ; 
she used only a gold watch and an almanac, to mark the 
boms and the holidays. 

Her furniture was neat and genteel, well fancied with 
a hon gciU, As she affected not the grandeur of a state 
with a canopy, she thought there was no oflfence in an 
elbow-chair ; she had laid aside your carving, gilding, 
and japau-work, as being too apt to gather dirt ; but she 
never could be prevailed upon to part with plain wains- 
eot and clean hangings. There are some ladies that af- 
iaek to smell a stink in every thing ; they are always 
h^y perfumed, and continually burning frankincense 
in their rooms ; she was above such afTcctation, yet she 
nerer would lay aside the use of brooms and scrubbing- 
Imhes, and scrupled not to lay her linen in fresh la- 
Teader. 

She was no less genteel in her behaviour, well-bred, 
iridMNii afl^tation, in the due mean between one of 
jvar affected curt'sying {rfeces of formality, and your 
tWBpB that have no regard to the common rules of civi- 
Ktf. There are some ladies that affect a mighty regard 
fa their relations ; we must not eat to-day, for my un- 
^ Tom, or my cousin Betty, died this time ten years ; 
Let's have a ball tonight, it is my neighbour such-a- 
^% Urtl^day. She looked upon all this as grimace ; 
yet she constantly observed her husband's birth-day, her 
Wedding-day, and some few more. 

VOL. XXIII. K 
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Though she was a truly good woman, aud had a sis 
cere motherly love for her sou John, yet there iiraute< 
not those who endeavoured to create a misuuderstaod 
log betweeu them, and they had so far prevailed vil 
him OBce, that he turned her out of doors,* to his gret 
sorrow as he found afterward, for his affairs went on i 
sixes and sevens. 

. She was do less judicious in the turn of her codtc 
satioo and choice of her studies, in which she far €: 
ceeded all her sex : your rakes tliat hate the compu 
of all sober, grave gentlewomen, would bear hers; ao 
bhe would, by her handsome manner of proceeding, sopi 
er reclaim them tlian some that were more sour and r 
served : she was a zealous preacher up of chastity, ai: 
conjugal fidelity in wives, and by no means a friend i 
the new fangled doctrine of the indispensable duty 
cuckoldom : though she advanced her opinions witti 
becoming assurance, yet she never ushered them iii^ i 
some positive creatures will do, with dogmatical attC 
tionfs Tliis is infallible ; I cannot be mistaken ; VQi 
but a rogue can deny it. It has been observed that sue 
people are oftener in the wrong than any body. 

Though she had a thousand good qualities, she. Yp 
not without her faults ; among which, one might peiivv 
reckon too great lenity to her servants, to whoiQ,||i 
always gave good counsel, but often too gentle cofj9( 
tioQ. I tliought I could not say less of John Buir^iM 
ther, because she bears a part in the following traoilt 
tions. 

■ 

•lDtherebenionofl641. H. 
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CHAP. II. 

iBB CHARACTSR OF JOHN BFLL'S SISTER PEG,* WITH 
VHB aVJLRBELS THAT HAPPENED BETWEEN MASTER 
; AND MISS IN THEIR CHILDHOOD. 

John iiad a sister, a poor girl that had beciD starved 
at nurse; aoy body would have guessed miss to have 
been bred up under the loflueoce of a cruel step -dame, 
and John to be the foodlitig of a tender mother. John 
looked ruddj and plump, with a pair of cheeks like a 
trumpeter ; miss looked pale and wan, as if she had the 
green sickness : and no wonder, for John was the dar- 
ling; he had all the good bits, was crammed with good 
pullet, chicken, pig, goose, and capon, while miss had 
oal7 a little oatmeal and water, or a dry crust without 
butter. John had his golden pippins, peaches,' and 
nectarines ; poor miss a crab apple, sloe, or a blackbeny. 
Master lay in the best apartment, with his bedchamber 
toward the south sun. Miss lodged in a garret, exposed 
to the north wind, which shrivelled her countenance ; 
however, this usage, though it stunted the girl in her 
i^tb, gave her a hardj constitution ; she had life and 
ipirit in abundance, and knew when she was ill used : 
now and then she would seize upon John's commons, 
iDitch a leg of a pullet, or a bit of good beef, for which 
they were sure to go to fisty-cuflfs. Master was indeed 
too strong for her ; but miss would not yield in the least 
point, but even when master had got her down, she 
^ould scratch and bite like a tiger : when he gave her 
A cuff on the ear, she would prick him with her knitting- 
needle. John brought a great chain one day to tie her 

* The nation and charch of ScotXaAd* 1^. 
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to the bedpost, for which afiront miss aimed a peuknii 
at his heart.* In short, tltese quarrels grew up to roo 
ed aversions; the^ gave one another nicknames; si 
called him Gundjguts, and he called her Lousy Pq 
thougli the girl was a tight clever wench as any w{ 
and through her pale looks you might dkcern spirit si 
vivacity, which made her not, indeed, a perfect beaut 
but something that was agreeable. It was barbaroos 
parents not to take notice of these early quarrels, si 
make them live better together, such domestic kn 
proving afterward the occasion of misfortunes to tlM 
both. Peg had, indeed, some odd humours, and coiw 
antipathies, for which John would jeer her. ^ Wl: 
think you of my sister Peg,^' says he, *' that (aiots 
tlie sound of an oigan, and yet will dance and frisk 
the noise of a bagpipe ?" «' What's that to you, Gand 
guts (quoth Peg,) every body's to choose tlieir own fl 
sic" Then Peg had taken a fancy not to say her 1 
temtkr^ which made people imagine strange thingi 
her. Of the three Inrothers, that luive made such a ch 
\xx in the world. Lord Peter, Martin, and Jack, Ja 
had of late been her incUiialions:t Lord Peter she ( 
tested : nor did Martin stand much better io her gs 
graces ; but Jack bath found tlie way to her heart 
have often admired, what charms she cBscovered lO ti 
awkward booby, till I talked wilh a person that was i 
qnaintod with the intrigue, who gave gie the followi 
acGomt of it. 



* Uxttiy Vfll. to aoite the two lungdoms under ooe sovereigti 
fered his daughter Mary to James V. of Scotland ; this ofler a 
rejected, and followed by a war : to this event probahly the autli 
allodes. H. 

t Love of presbytery. H. 
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CHAP. IIL 



i CBABMS, OK THE METHOD BT WHICH HE GJLIK- 
ED PEd's HEART.* 

he first place, Jack was a very young felfcnr, bj 
he youngest of the three brothers, and people^ in- 
Toodered ho\7 such a youa^ upstart jackaoapcs 
grovf 60 pert and saucy, and take so much upon 

[ bragged of greater abilities than other men; he 
ell gifted, as he pretended ; I need not tell you 
ecret influence that has upou the ladies. 
[ bad a roost scandalous tongue, and persuaded 
Bt a]] roaukind, beside himself, were poxed by 
arlet-faced whore Signiora Bubouia.t ^ As far 
ther, Lord Peter, the tokens were evident on bin, 
8, scabs, and the 4;orona: his brother Martin, 
he was not quite so bad, had some nocturnal 
rhich iiis friends pretended were only scoibutical ; 
was sure it proceeded from a worse cause.^ By 
lalicious insinuations he bad possessed the lady, 
i was the only man in the world of a sound, pure, 
itainted constitution : though there were some that 
Qot to say, that Signiora Bubonia and Jack rail- 
me another, only the better to hide an intrigue ; 
at Jack had been found with Signiora under his 
carrying her home in a dark stormy uig^it. 
k was a pi*odigiou6 ogler ; he would ogle you the 
3 of his eye inward, and the white upward 

* Character of the PresbTterians. H. 
t The whore of BabyloDi or the Pope. H. 
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Jack gave Ijinuelfout for a man of a great estate iu 
the Fortunate Islands ; of wbicb the sole property was 
vested in his person : by this trick he cheated abundance 
of poor people of small sums, pretending to make over 
plantations in the said islands; but when the poor 
wretches came there with Jack's grant, they were beat, 
mocked, and turned out of doors. 

I told jou that Peg was whimsical, and lorcd aoj 
thing that was particular : in that way, Jack was hm 
man, for he neither thought, spoke, dressed, nor acted 
like other mortals ; he was for your bold strokes ; he 
railed at fops, though he was himself the most affected 
in the world ; instead of the common fashion, he would 
visit lib mistress in a mourning cloak, band, short cu(&, 
and a peaked beard. He invented a way of coming intc 
a room backward, which, he said, showed more humil!' 
ty, and leas aflectation : where other people stood, he 
cat ; where they sat, he stood ; when he went to courtj 
he used to kick away the state, and sit down by hh 
prince cheek byjole: confound these states, says he, 
they are a modern invention : when he spoke to his prince, 
he always turned his br — ch upon him ; if he was advis- 
ed to fast for his health, he would eat roast beef; if he 
was allowed a more plentiful diet, then he would be sute 
that day to live upon watergruel ; he would cry at a 
wedding, laugh and make jests at a funeral. 

He was no less singular in his opinions ; you would 
have burst your sides to hear him talk politics : " All 
government," says he, " is founded upon the right dis- 
tribution of punishments ; decent executions keep the 
world in awe : for that reason the majority of mankind 
ought to be hanged every year. For example, I sup- 
pose the magistrates ouglit to pass an irretrievable sen- 
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tence upon all blue-ejed children from the cradle ;* but 
that there maj be some show of justice in this proceed- 
ing, these children ought to be trained up, bj masters ap- 
pointed for that purpose, to all sorts of villany ;t that 
they may deserve their fate, and the execution of them 
may serve as an object of terror to the rest of mankind.'' 
i As to the giving of pardons, he had this singular me- 
^ tbod, that when these wretches had the rope about their 
^ necks, it should be inquired, who believed they should 
i be hanged, and who not?:^ the first were to be pardon- 
1^ ed, the last hanged outright. Such as were once par- 
»| doned, were never to be iianged afterward for any crime 
whatsoever.ll He had such skill in physiognomy, that 
he would pronounce peremptorily upon a man's face; 
that fellow, says he, do what he will, can't avoid hang- 
ing ; he has a hanging' look. By the same art he would 
prognosticate a principality to a scoundrel. 

He was no less particular in the choice of his studies ; 

they were generally bent toward exploded chimeras, the 

perpetuum mobile^ the circular shot, philosopher's stone, 

fi silent gun-powder, making chains for fleas, nets for flies, 

and instruments to unravel cobwebs, and split hairs. § 

Thus, I think, I have given a distinct account of the 
methods he practised upon Peg. Her brother would 
now and then ask her, '^ What a devil do'st thou see in 
that pragmatical coxcomb to make thee so in love with 
him ? he is a fit match for a tailor or a shoemaker's 
a daughter, but not for you, that are a gentlewoman.^' 
** Fancy is free," quoth Peg : " I'll take my own way, 
do you take yours. I do not care for your flaunting 
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* Absolute Predestination. 

f Reprobation. 

t Saring faith ; a belier that one shall ceitainly be saved. 

II Election. 

f The learning of the Pre*V twlaup. II , . 
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beaus, that gaog with their breasts <^>ea, and their sarb 
over their waistcoats ; that accost me with set q^eedieg 
out of Sidoey's Arcadia, or the Academy of Comptt- 
meots. Jack is a sober, grave jouog man : tlioii|b he 
has none of jour studied harangues, his roeaniog is sin- 
cere : he has a great regard to his fisther^s will ; and he 
that shows himself a good son will make a good hi» 
band ; besides, I know he has the original deed of ceo* 
vejaoce to the Fortunate Islands ; Uie others are conih 
terfeits.'' There is nothing so obstinate as a yooqg la- 
dy in her amoiuv ; the more you cross her, the worse 
she is. 



CHAP- IV. 

HOW Tir& RELATIONS RECONCILED JOHN AND HIS 

sistsr peg, and what return feg made to 
John's mbssags.^ 

John Dull, otherwise a good-natured man, was teiy 
hard-hearted, to his sister P^, chiefly from an aversioo 
be had conceived in hb infancy. While he flowiBiied, 
kept a waiTO house, and dvove a plentiful trade, poor 
Peg was forced to go hawking and peddling about^tbe 
streets, selling knives^ scissors, and shoe>buckles : oov 
and then carried a basket of fish to the market ; sewed, 
spun, and knit for a livelihood, till her fingers-ends were 
sore, and when she could not get bread for her familj) 
she was forced to hire them out at journey-work to her 
neighbours. Yet in these her poor circumstances she 
still preserved the air and mien of a gentlewomao, 

* The treaty of union beiirccu GbiL«LCid and Scotland. H. 
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1 certaio decent pride, that extorted respect from the 
bau^tiest of her oelgbbouni ; when she came into any 
full aesembly she would not yield the pas to the best of 
them* If one asked her, are oot you related to John 
Bull ? '' Yes," says she, *'he has the honour to be my 
brother." So Peg's afTairs went, till all the relations 
cried out shame upon John for his barbarous usage of 
Us own flesh and blood : tliat it was an easy matter for 
him to put her in a creditable way of living, not only 
vithout hurt, but with advantage to himself^ being she 
was an industrious person, and might be serviceable to 
iiim in his way of business. *' Hang her, jade, quoth 
John ; I can't endure her, as long as she keeps that ras« 
cal Jack's company." They told him, the way to re- 
c\mn her was to take her into his house ; that by con- 
versation the childish humours of their younger days 
might be worn out. These ai^iments were enforced by 
a certain incident It happened that John was at tliat 
time about making hb will and entailing his estate,* the 
very same in which Nic. Frog is named executor. Novr 
hb sister Peg's name being in the entail, he could not 
make a thorough settlement without her consent. There 
was, indeed, a malicious story went about, as if John's 
last wife had fallen in love with Jack as he was eating 
custard on horseback :t that slie persuaded John to 
4ake his sister into the house, the better to drive on the 
intrigue with Jack, concluding he would follow his 
mbtrcss Peg. All I can infer from this story, is, that 
when one has got a bad character in the world, people 

* Tii« nicrcEMon to tUe croitn having been settled by act of parUa- 
mrnt in England, upon tbe houfe of Hanover, asd oo such act haviaf 
passed in Scotland, then a Fcparntc kingdom, it was thought a proper 
time to complete tbe union which had been oTieo attempted, and 
which was recommended to the Scots by King William 111. H. 

;■ Sit- Ift!in;:hr7 Edwio, a Prcsbyteriao, lord moyot ^\jaBkd«^ Ik. 

k2 
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wSIl report and believe anj thing of one, true or hlet. 
But to return to my storj ; when Peg received JobD'f 
message, she huffed and stormed Kke the devil :* **' Mf 
brother John," quoth she, " is grown . wondrous kind- 
hearted all of fr sudden, but I meikle doubt whether it 
be not mair fop their oim conveniency than for my good: | 
be draws up hb writs and his deeds, forsooth, and I 
must set my hand to them, unsight, unseen. I like the 
young man he has settled- upon well enough, but I thidc 
I ought to have a valuable consideration for my cod- 
sent. He wants my poor little farm, because it makfli 
a nook, in hb park-wall : ye may ten tell him, he bu 
roair than he makes good use of: he gangs up anddovo 
drinking, roaring, and quarrelling, through all the coua* 
try markets, making foolbh bargains in hb cups, which 
he repcolf when he is sober ; like a tlu'iftless wretch^ 
spending the goods and gear that his forefathers woo 
with the sweat of their brows ; light come, light go, h% 
cares not a farthing. But why should I stand auretj 
for hb contracts ,* the little I have is free, and I can caH 
it my awn ; hamc's hame, let it be never so hamely. I 
ken him well enough, he could never abide me, and 
when he has his ends, heUl e'en use me as he did be^ 
fore. I am sure I shall be ti-eated like a. poor dmdga*' 
X shall be set to tend the bairns, dearn the hose, floid 
mend the linen. Tben^ there's na living-with thatold 
carline hb mother ; she raib at Jack, and Jack's aa 
honester man than any of her kin ; I shall be plagaed 
with her spoils and her PaUr-nosters^ and silly old world 
ceremonies : I mun- never pair my nails on a Friday> 
nor begin a journey on Childermas day, and I mua 
stand becking and hinging, as I gang out and into 

* The Scoti expref red their (^n for the Fresbj^eriao fi;oTerDlBeDt^ 
%i(j( of being barde&ed with the English national dehts. U» 
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le hall. Tell bim be may e'en gang; his get ; I'll hare 
3thiag to do with bim ; Vll stay, ]ikc the poor coun- 
7 mouse, in mj awn balutation." So Peg talked ; 
at for all that, by the interposition of good friendsi 
Dd by manj a boony thing that was sent, and many 
Kwe that were promised Peg, the matter was cooclud* 
J, and Peg taken into the house upon certain arti« 
les : one of which was, that she might bare the free- 
om of Jack's conversation,* and might take him for 
fitter and for worse, if she pleased ; provided al- 
vys he did not come into the house at unseasonable 
ours, and disturb the rest of the old woman, John's 
lother. 



CHAP. V. 

>f SOME atTARRELS THAT HAPPENED AFTER PEG WAS 
TAKEN INTO THE FAMU.Y4 

It is an old observation, that the quarrels of relations 
e harder to reconcile than any other; injuries from 
ends fret and gall more, and the memory of them is 
t so easily obliterated. This is cunningly represented 
one of your old sages, called iBsop, in the story of 
\ bird, that was grieved extremely at being wounded 
b an arrow feathered with his own wing i as also of 
: oak, that let many a heavy groao^ wheo he was 
fl with a wedge of his own timber. . 
rfiere was do man in the world less subject to rancour 
n John Bull, considering how often his good nature 

The Act of Toleration. H. 

Quarrels about some of the articles of the UaioD, partieulsrly the 

age. H. 

&3 
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had beeo abMied; yet I dooH know how, but he wis loo 
apt Co hearkcD to tattling people, that carried laics be- 
tween hhn and Ids sister Pe|^ on purpose to sow jealooiiH, 
and set ihem together by the ears. Tliey say that these 
were some hardships put upon Peg, which had been better 
let ak>oe; but it was the business of good people to n* 
strain the injuries on one side, and moderate the icseol- 
menls on the other; a good friend ads both parts; the 
one without the other will not do. 

The purchase money of Peg's farm was ill paid;''^ thea 

Peg loved a little good liquor, and the servants shut op 

the wine cellar; for that Peg found a trick, for she made 

a false key.f Peg's servants complained, that they wcie 

debarred from all manner of business, and never sufoed 

to touch the least thing within the house ;^ if they ofibr* 

ed to come into the warehouse, then straight went the 

yard slap over their noddle ; if they ventured into the 

countiDg-room, a fellow would throw an ink4x>ttle at 

their head ; if they came into the best apartment, to set 

any thing tliere in order, they were saluted with a 

broom ; if they meddled with any thing io the kitchen, 

it was odds but the cook laid tliem over the pate with a 

ladle ; one tliat would have got into the stables, was net 

by two rascals, who fell to work with him with a bndi 

and a currycomb : some climbing up into the coaoh-boK, 

were told that one of tiieir companions had l>een there 

before that could not drive; then slap went the loiig 

whip about their ears. 

On the other hand it was complained, that Peg's set- 



* By the 15th article of the treaty of Unioo, it waa agreed that 

Scotland should have an equivaleut for several custonu aod ezciie>i 

to which she would become liable, and this equivalent was notpai<t 

t Run wine. H. H> 

X By the test act, diuenters'are excluded rrgin placet and cmploj- 

ments. H. 
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vaato were alwayg aBkiog for driok-moDef ;* that they 
had more thao their share of the Christmag-box : to mj 
the truth. Peg's lads bustled pretty hard for that ; lor 
when they were eodeavourk^ to lock it up, they got in 
their great fists, and pulled out faandfuls of half-crowns, 
ihilliDgs, and sixpences. Others in the soramble picked 
up guineas and broad-pieces. But there happened a 
WTOse thing than all this; it was complaiDed that Peg's 
servants had great stomachs, and brought so many of 
Iheir friends and acquaintance to the table, that John's 
tainily was like to be eat out of house and home. In- 
stead of regulating this matter as it ought to be, Peg's 
•young men were thrust away from the table; then there 
was the devil and all to do ; spoons, plates, and dishes, 
Hew about the room like mad ; and Sir Boger, who was 
>aow ffuysr dxmo^ had enough to do to quiet them. Peg 
laid, this was contrary to agreement, whereby she was 
in all things to be treated like a diild of the family; 
then she called upon those, that had made her such lair 
promises, and undertook for her brother John's good 
itthaviour; but alast to her cost she found, that they 
weve the first and readiest to do her the injuiy. John 
at last agreed to tliis regulation; that Peg's ibotmen 
■ight sit with bis book-keeper, journeymen, and ap- 
prentices : and Peg's belter sort of servants might sit 
with his footmen, if they pleased.f 

Then they began to order plum-porridge and mince- 
pies for Peg's dinner : Peg told them she had an aver- 
sion to that sort of food ; that upon forcing down a mess 
of it some years ago,:^ it threw her into a fit, till she 
brought it up again. Some alleged it was nothing but 

* Endeavoured to get their share of placeF. II. 
f Articles of Unioa, whereby they could make a Scots commoaer, 
but not a lord, a peer. H. 
1 Introducing episcopacy into Scotland, by tjbw;V:% V >& < 
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faamour, that the same men should be served op agtm 
for supper, and breakfast next momlBg ; others iroold 
liave made use of a horn ; but the wiser sort bid let kr 
alooe, and she might take to it of her own accord. 



CHAP. VI. 

THE C0NTBR8ATI0N BETWEEN JOHN BULL AND HIB 

WIFE. 

Mrs. Bull. Though our affairs, honey, are in a M 
condition, I hare a better opinion of them, since yon 
seemed to be convinced of the ill course you have been 
in, and are resolved to submit to proper remedies. Bat 
when I consider your immense debts, your foolish bt» 
gains, and the general disorder of your business, I have 
a curiosity to know what fate or chance has liroughtyoa 
into this condition. 

J. Bull. I wish you would talk of some other sub- 
ject ; the thoughts of it make me mad ; our family moit 
have their run. 

Mrs. Bull. But such a strange thing as this never 
happened to any of your family before: they have hid 
lawsuits, but though they spent the income, they ncnr 
mortgaged the stock. Sure you must have some of the 
Norman or the Norfolk blood in you. Prithee give oe 
some account of these matters. 

J. Bull. Who could help it? There lives not such 
a fellow by bread as that old Lewis Baboon : he is the 
most cheating contentious rogue upon the face of the 
earth. You must know, one day, as Nick Frog and I 
were over a bottle, making up an old quarrel, the old 
fellow iFOuld needs have us driuk a bottle of bis Cham- 
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pagoe, and so one after another/ tiU my frieud Nk. and 
I, not bein^ nsed to nich head j stuff, got bloody drunk. 
Lewis all the while^ either by the strength of his braiD» 
or flinching his glass, kept himselfsober as a judge. '' My 
worthy friends," quoth Lewis, ^' henceforth let us live 
neighbourly ; I am as peaceable and quiet as a lamb^ 
of my own temper, but it has been my misfortune to live 
imoDg quarrelsome neighbours. There is but one thing 
can make us fall out, and that is the inheritance of Lord 
Stnitt's estate ; I am content, for peace sake, to wave 
mj right, and submit to any expedient to prevent a law- 
suit ; I think an equal division will be the fairest way.*'* 
^ Well moved, old Lewis,'' quoth Frog ; '* and I hope 
my friend John here will not be refract<»ry." At the 
wine time he clapped me on the back, and slabbered me 
all over from elictk to cheek, with his great tongue. 
^S Dp as you please, gentlemen," quoth I, '^ 'lis all one 
to. John Bull." We agreed to part that night, and next 
morning to meet at the corner of Lord Strutt's park* wall 
with our surveying instruments, which accordifi|ily we 
did. Old Lewis carried a chain and a semicircle; Nic* 
paper, rulers, and a lead pencil ; and I followed at some 
dbtance with a long pole. .We began first with survey* 
iflg tlie meadow grounds; afterward we measured the 
cornfields, close bj close; then we proceeded to the 
|roodlands> the copper and tin mines.f All this while 
Kic. laid down every thing exactly upon paper, calcu- 
lated the acres and roods to a great nicety. When w& 
had finished the land, we were going to break into the 
house and gardens to take an inventory of his plate; 
pictures, and other furniture. 

Mrs. Bull. What said Lord Strutt to all this ? 

* A treaty for preserving the balance of power b Europe, b^ s pafr- 
tition of the Spanish dominioD?* U. 
t The West Indies. £L 
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J. BvtXm Am we had almoBt fioiflhed our cooce 
were aocoited by some of Lord Stmt^^f aervaots : ** 
day ! What'a here ? What a deviPa the meaoiof 
tbeae traogrami aod giniGrack^ genUemen? Vi 
the oame of wonder are you goiog about, jumpk 
my master's hedges^ and runaiug your lioes aa 
grounds ? If you are at any field pastime, you 
have asked leave; my master is a dvil, wellbn 
jon as any is." 

Mrs. Bull. What could you answer to this? 

J. Bull. Why truly my neighbour Frog and '. 
still hotheaded ; we told him his master was an ol 
iog puf^y, that minded nothing of his own bui 
that we were surveying his estate, and settlioi 
him, nnce he would not do it himselll Upon thii 
happened a quarrel, but we, being stronger thai 
seat them away with a flea in theur ear. The] 
home and told their master :* '^ My lord,^ eak 
'^ there are three odd sort of fellows going ahoa 
groyods, with the strangest machines that ever i 
held in our life : I suppose they are going to ml 
<irchard, fell your trees, or drive away your • 
they told us strange things of settling your estad 
is a lusty old fellow, in a black wig, with a black 
witiiout teeth: there's another thin squat k\U 
trui!(k*hoBe : the thurd is a little, long-nosed, tlii 
(I was then lean, being just come out of a fit of sicl 
I suppose it is fit to send after them, lest they 
something away.'' 

Mrs. Bull. I fancy this put the old fellow in 
tweague. 



* This partiUoQ of U»c king of Spain's dominions was mad 
»ut his cousent, or even his knov^ledge. H. 
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J. BvLL. Weak as be was, he called for bis long tole- 
^ swore and bounced about the room, ^ 'sdeath ! what 
wn I come to, to be affronted so by bij tradesmen? I 
know the rascals : my barber, clothier, and linendraper 
diipote of my estate ! bring hilber my blunderbuss. I'll 
varrant ye, you shall see daylight through them. 
Scoundrels ! dogs I the scum of the earth ! Frog, that 
iras my father's kitchen boy ! he pretend to meddle with 
my estate ! n ith my will I Ah poor Strutt ! what art 
tiiou come to at last ? Ttiou has lived too long in the 
^mrld, to see thy age and infirmity so despised : how 
will the ghosts of my noble ancestors receive these 
tidings ? They cannot, they must not sleep quietly in 
their graves." In short, the old gentleman was carried 
{ff In a fainting fit ; and, after bleeding in both arms, 
hardly recovered. 

Mrs. Bull. Keally this was a very extraordinary 
tay of proceeding : I long to hear the rest of it. 

1. Bull. After we had come back to the tavern, and 
taken t'other bottle of champagne, we quarrelled a Ht- 
tle about the division of the estate. Lewis hauled and 
^Ikd the map on one side, and Frc^ and I on the other, 
HB we had like to have torn the parchment to pieces. 
AA. last Lewis pulled out a pair of great tailoia' sheers, 
lod clipped a comer for himself which he said was a 
nanor tliat lay convenient for him, and left Frog and 
ne the rest to dispose of as we pleased. We were over- 
joyed to think Lewis was contented with so little, not 
imelling what was at the bottom of the plot There 
[lappened, indeed, an incident that gave us some dis- 
lurl^nce: a cunnmg fellow, one of my servants, two 
lays after, peeping through the keyhole, observed that 
old Lewis had stole away our part of the map, and saw 
bim fiddling and tumiug the map from one comer to the 
other, trying to join the two piec«B logeX\»x v(gto^% V^ 
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was mutteriiig fomethii^ to himself which we ^ 
well bear, 00I7 these words, ** 'Tis ipreat pity, 'tl 
pity !" My servaot addecl, that he believed tl 
some ill meaniDg. I told him he was a coscomb^ ; 
preteadiog to be wiser than his coropanion : Lei 
I are good frtends, he's an honest fellow, and I d; 
will stand to hb bargain. The sequel of th 
proved thb fellow's suspicion to be too well groi 
for Lewis rcFealed our whole secret to the d< 
I^rd Strult,* who, in reward to his treachery, 
vcnge to Frog and me, settled his whole estate u] 
present Philip Baboon. Then we understood w 
meant by picdug the map. 

Mrs. Bull. And was you surprised at 
Had not Lord Strutt reason to be angry ? Won 
have been contented to have been so used yoursf 

J. Bull. Why truly, wife, it was not easily rec 
to the common methods; but then it was the fas 
do such things. I have read of your golden ag 
silver age, &c. : one might justly call this the 
lawyers. There was hardly a man of substaoc 
the country, but had a counterfeit that prelende 
estate.! As the philosophy rs say, that there is s 
cate of every terrestrial animal at sea, so it was 
age of the lawyers, there was at least two of 
thing 5 nay, on my conscience, T think there wer 
esquire Hackumsf at one lime. In short, it wa 
for a parcel of fellows to meet, and dispose of thi 
estates in the country : ^ This lies convenient I 
Tom : thou wouldst do more good with that, Die 

* It ia sufpected that the Freneh king iotended to take th( 
and that he repealed the secret to the court of Spaio, upoa ^ 
will was made in favour of his graodsoo. II. 
t Several pretenderi at that time. IT. 
. t W«P of Pplaad, Hs 
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the old fellow that has it." So to law they went with 
ttie true owners; the lawjers got well by it; every 
hbdj else was undone. It was a common thing for an 
htaest man, when he came home at night, to find another 
ifilow domineering in his family, hectoring hb servants, 
^ cAing for supper, and pretending to go to bed to his 
%!re. In every house you miglit observe two Socias 
iparrelling who was master. For my own part, I am 
rtn afraid of the same treatment, and that I should 
IM somebody behind my counter, selling my broad- 
cfartb. 

Haa. Bull. There is a sort of fellows, they call 
baoterers and bamboozlers, that play such tricks : but it 
Kens these fellows were in earnest. 

J. Bi/LL. I begin to think, that justice is a better rule 
tbiQ conveniency, for all some people make so slight 
of it. 



CHAP. VII. 

OV THE HARD SHIFTS MRS. BULL WAS PUT TO, TO 
'PRESERVE THE MANOR OF BULLOCK's HATCH; WITH 

*siR Roger's method to keep off importunate 

duns.* 

As John Bull and his wife were talking together, 
tbey were surprised with a sudden knocking at the doon 

* AtiCT the dissolution of the parliament, tbe sinking ministrj en- 
deavoured to support themselves hy propagating a notion, that tho 
IHiblie credit would iufier, if the lord treasurer Godolphin was re* 
QBoved: the dread of this event produced it: the monied men began 
to sell their shares in the bank ; the governor, deputy governor, and 
two director?, applied to the queen to prevent 0\e clva.Tv^<f. ''^^ ^"um^ 
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*^ Those wicked ■criveoen aod lawjen^ no doubl,^ 
Joho; and lo it wai: some aikiog for the moo 
owed, and othcn waraiag to prepare for the app 
i^g term. " What a curBed life do I lead T 
John. " Debt ia like deadlj tin ; for God's sal 
Roger, get me rid of the fellows." " I'll warraul 
quoth Sir Roger : ^ leave them to me." And iu 
was pleasaat eoough to observe Sir Roger^s metbc 
these imporUiuate duiis; his siaoere frieodship fo 
Bull made him submit lo many thiogs for his i 
which he would have 8Corue<l to have done for li 
Sometimes be would stand at the door with his lei 
to keep off the dunsi till John got out at the back' 
When the lawyers and tradesmen brought extra 
Inlls, Sir Roger used to bai|;ain beforehand for 1( 
cut off a quarter of a yard in any part of the 
pleased : he wore a pair of scissors in his pocket i 
purpose, and would snip it off so nicely as you 
imagine. Like a true goldsmith, he kept all you 
days; there was not one wanting in his calender: 
ready money was scarce, he would set them tel 
thousand pounds iu sixpences, groats, and threi 
pieces. It would have done your heart good to 
seen him charge through an army of lawyei^s, attc 
clerks, and tradesmen; sometimes witli sword in 
at other times nuzzling like an eel in the mud. 
a fellow stuck like a bur, that there was no shakii 
off, he used to be mighty inquisitive about the he 
his uncles and aunts in the country ; he could cal 
all by their names, for he knew every body, and 
talk to them in their own way. The extremely j 

became general, and all the public fuDds gradually nnk. F 
by Balloek*t Hatch, the aotlMr meant the crowo landi. H. 
* Mannert of the earl of Oxford. H. 
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doent he would send awny to see some strange sight, as 
(be dragoo of Hocklej in the Hole ; or bid him cal} the 
lUrtieth of next February. Now and then you would 
IRldin in the kitchen weighing the l)eef and butter;* 
Jawing ready money, that the maids might not run a 
iiUk at the market ,- and the butchers, by brilnng them, 
prii damaged and light meat. Another time he would 
|llp into the cellar, and guage the casks. In his leisure 
^■hmtes, he was posting his books, and gathering in bis 
IMiIb. Such frugal methods were necessary, where mo- 
was so scarce, and duns so numerous. All this 
le John kept his credit, could show his head both at 
and Westminster-hall ; no man protested his bill, 
refused his hood ; only the sharpers and the scriye- 
the lawyers and their cleiks, pelted Sir Roger as 
iKDt along. The squirters were at it with their ken- 
-water, for they were mad for the loss of their bubble, 
iM that they could not get him to mortgage the manor 
f if Bollock's Hatch. Sir Roger shook his ears, and 
' MBzled along, well satisfied within himself, that he was 
, AnBg a charitable work, in rescuing an honest man from 
(S claws of harpies and bloodBuckers. Mrs. Bull did 
•d'that an affectionate wife, and a gopd housewife 
ciild jdo ; yet the boundaries of virtues are indivisible 
bes; it is impossible to march up close to the frontiers 
if frngality, without entering the territories of parsiroo-: 
i^* Tour good housewives are apt to look into the 
Mmitest things ; therefore some blamed Mrs. Bull for 
Hew heel-piecing of her shoes, grudging a quarter of a 
pQHod of soap and sand to scour the rooms ;t but e^- 
tially, that she would not allow her maids and appren- 



* Some regulations as to the purveyance ia the qaecn^i fami- 
ly. H. 
t Too great savings in the bonse of commOQS. H. 



fiDi THE HISTORY OF 

ikes the benefit of John BuDjao, the Londoo j 
tke, or the Seveo Champions in the black letter 



CHAP. VIII. 

X C0NIIK17ATI0N OF THE CONVERSATION BE! 
JOHN BULL AND HIS TflFE. 

Mrs. Bull. It is a most sad life we lead, my 
be so teased, pajiog interest for old debts, aud i 
tracting new ones. However, I don't blame 
Tindicating your liooour, and chastising old D 
curb the insolent, protect die oppressed, recoi 
own, aud defend what one has, are good eflfect 
law : the only thing I want to know is, how y 
to make an end of your money, before you 
your suit. 

J. Bull. I was told by the learned in the 1 
my suit stood upon three firm pillars : more m 
more law ; more law for more money ; and no < 
tion. More money for more law, was plain to t 
stration ; for who can go to law witliout money 
was plain, that any man that has money, may h 
for it. The third was as ciddent as the otlier t 
what composition could be made with a rog 
never kept a word he said ? 

Mrs. Bull. I think you are most likely to g 
this labyrinth by the second door, by want of re 
ney to purchase this precious commodity : but y 
not only to have bought too much of it, but hi 

* Aestraioiog the liberty of the prets by act of parliane 
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too dear for what you Ixwght ; else, how was it possible 

to nio so much io debt, wheo at this veiy time, the 

yearly incomej of what is mortgaged to those usurers, 

' frould discharge Hocus's bills, and give you your belly- 

^ liill of law for all your life, without ruDDing one skc- 

I pence io debt ? You have beeu bred up to busioess ; I 

".. wppose you cau cipher : I wonder you never used your 

pen and ink. 

^ . J. Bull. No\r you urge me too far ; prithee, dear 
L vife, hold thy tongue. Suppose a young heir, heedless, 
nv, and unexperienced, full of spirit and vigour, with 
a fovourite passion, in the hands of money scriveners : 
pch fellows are like your wiredrawing mills ; if they 
['get bold of a man's finger, they will pull in his whole 
^body at last, till they squeeze the heart, blood, and guts 
"^eiifc of him.* When I wanted money, half a dozen of 
diese fellows were always waiting in my antichamber 
trith their securities ready drawn. I was tempted with 
; the ready ; some faim or other went to pot. I received 
with one hand, and paid it away with the other to law- 
fen, that, like so many hell-hounds, were ready to de- 
Toor me. Then the rogues would plead poverty, and 
Miaccity of money, which always ended in receiving 
ripety for the hundred. After they had got possession 
tf my best rents, they were able to supply me with my 
09D money. But what was worse, when I looked into 
the securities, there was no clause of redemption. 
Mrs. Bull. No clause of redemption, say you ? that's 

; hard. 

^ J, Bull. No great matter, for I cannot pay them. 

r They had got a worse trick than that ; the same man 

; bought and sold to himself, paid the money, and gave 

the acquittance ; the same man was butcher and grazier, 

* Methods of preyio; upoo the necesaiUes of Ihft f|()V«roa&!«iV 1^<. 
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brewer and kntkr, cook and poulterer. There is 
thing itill noTBe than all this ; there came twent 
upoo ne at once, which I had given money to disc 
I was like to be paUed to pieces by brewer, butch< 
baker ; CTcn my berbwoman duoned roe as I weoi 
the streets. (Thanks to ray friend Sir Roger, 
most baFe gone to gaol.) When I asked the ni 
of this, I was told, the money went to the la 
oonnsd won't tiok, sir ; Hocus was urging : my 
keeper sat sotting all day, playing at put and all 
ID short, by griping usurers, devouring lawyers, ai 
ligent servants, I am brought to this pass. 

Mrs. Bjtll. This was hard usage ! but, methui 
least reflection might have retrieved you. 

J. Bull. It is true : yet consider my circumsl 
my honour was engaged, and I did not know hov 
out ; besides, I was for five years often drunk, 
muddled ; they carried me from tavern to tavi 
ale-houses and brandy-shops, and brought me ac< 
ed with such strange dogs !* ** There goes the pi 
feUow in the world," says one, " for managing a 
make him yours. There's another can pick you i 
nesses: setjeant such-a-one has a silver tongue 
bar." I believe in time I should have retained 
single person within the inns of court. The nigli 
a trial I U^ated the lawyers, their wives, and dau| 
with fiddles, hautboys, dnims, and trumpets. I n 
ways hotheaded ; then they placed me In the a 
the attorneys and their clerks dancing about nie, v 
log and hallooing, ^I^oog live John Bull, the 
and snppoit of the law." 

Mrs. Bull. Really, husband, you went through i 
notable coqrse. 

* Hiring still more troops. H. 



JOHN BUhL. 237 

T. Bull. One of the thiogs that find alarmed me, 
nil, that they showed a spite agaiost mj poor old mo- 
htr.* ** Lord)'' quoth I, " what makes you so jea* 
DOS of a poor, old, innocent gentlewoman, that minds 
Illy her prayers, and her Practice of Piety : she never 
Mddles in any of your concerns ?" '' Foh,*^ say they, 
^tai see a handsome, brisk, genteel young fellow, so much 
)0Tenied by a doating old woman ! why don't you go 
ad suck the bubby ? Do you consider she keeps you 
«t of a good jointure ? She has the best of your estates 
ettled upon her for a rent-charge : hang her, old thie( 
nm her out of doors, seize her land, and let her go to 
&w If she dares." *' Soft and fair, gentlemen," quoth 
; **my mother's my mother; our family are not of an 
imiatural temper. Though I don't take all her advice, 

wodH seize her jointure ; long may she enjoy it, good 
roman; I don't grudge it her; she allows me now and 
ben a brace of hundreds for my lawsuit : that's pretty 
itr." About this time the old gentlewoman fell ill of 
n odd sort of a distemper;! it began with a coldness 
nd numbness in her limbs, which by degrees affected 
lie nerves (I think the physicians called them) seized 
!ie brain, and at last ended in a lethargy. It betrayed 
aelf at first in a sort of indifference and carelessness 
1 all her actions, coldness to her best friends, and an 
version to stir or go about the common offices of life, 
he, that was the cleanliest creature in the world, never 
hrunk now, if you set a closestool under her nose, 
be, that would sometimes rattle off her servants pret- 
f sharply, now, if she saw them drink, or lieard 
tiem talk profanely, never took any notice of it. In- 
lead of her usual charities to deserving persons^ she 

• Railing against the church. H. 

t CardeMDeM in forms and discipline. H. 

VOL. XXIIL li 
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threw away lier money upon roaring, swearing bulliei 
and bcggan, that wcut about the streets.* ** What 1i 
the matter witli the old gentlewoman," said every baifi 
** slie never used to do in this manner ?" At last the # 
temper grew more violent, and threw her dowoi^ 
into raving fits :t in which she Ehrieked out so M4: 
that slie disturbed the whole neighbourhood. In her N 
she called upon one Sir William :( '' Oh ! Sir Wiilii^ 
thou hast betrayed roe! killed me! stabbed me! M 
me to tlie cuckold of Dover-ftreet ! See, see Clum vilk 
his bloody knife I seize him, seize him, stop him ! 9^ 
hold the fury with her hissing snakes! Where's my«i 
John ? Is he well, is he well ? poor man ! I pity hiof 
and abundance more of such strange stuff, that noboikf 
coidd make any thing of. I knew little of the matter: 
i'ur when I inquired about her health, the answer wai, 
'* that she was in a good moderate way." PhysidMi 
^\ ere scut for in haste : Sir Roger, with great difficulty, 
in ought Ratcliff; Garth came upon the first metsagt. 
'J'iicie were several others called in ; but, as usual upon 
huch occasions, they differed BtrBn«;c1y at the coonilta- 
tioo. At last they divided into two parties, one sided 
with Garlh, the other with Katcliff.J Dr. GARTRt 
-' This case seems to me to be plainly hyserical; the 
old woman is whimsical ; it is a common thing for yoU 
old women to be so; HI pawn my life, blisters, with the 
.-leel diet, will recover her." Others suggested strong 
purging, and letting of blood, because she was pletbo- 
ilc. Some went so far as to say the old woman wm 

"* Disposing of some (refermcDts to libertines aud unprincipled pe^ 
c*in0. H. 

7 The too violent clamour about the d^oger of the church. H. 

) Sir William, a cant name of Sir Humphry^g for Lord Treasurer 
Oodolphin. H. 

§ Garth, the low church partjj RatclilT, the high church party. 
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iSidt and nothiog would be' better than a little corporal 
itrrectioD. Ratclipv: <' Oeotlemeo, jou are mista* 
an IB this case ; it is plainly an acute distemper, and 
hnKcaDOot hold out three da^s, unless she is supported 
Ridi stroog cordials.*' I came into the room with a 
pl9d deal of concern, and asked them what they thought 
itimj mother ? '^ In no manner of danger, I vow to 
iad,'* quoth Garth, '' the old woman is hTsterical, fan- 
i&il, sir, I TOW to Gad." '' I tell you, sir," sajs Rat- 
iiC ^ahe cannot live three days to an end, unless there 
ii aome very eflectual course taken with her : she has a 
iwdigQant fever." Then feoK puppy, and blockhead^ 
reie the best words they gave. I could hardly restrain 
hem from throwing the inkbottles at one another^s 
leadiL I forgot to tell you that one party of the phy- 
Idaua desired I would take my sister Peg into the 
lease to nurse her, but the old gentlewoman would not 
icar of that At last, one physician asked, if the lady 
lid ever been used to take laudanum ? Her maid an- 
iweredy sot that she knew-; but indeed there was a 
Qigh-OermaD liveryman of hers, one Yan Ptschirn- 
Kwker,* that gave her a sort of quack powder. The 
^hysidaB desired to see it: "" Nay," say^s he, '« there is 
apfaira ID thb, I am sure." 

Mrs. BvLL. I hope you examined a little into this 
Wtter. 

J. Bull. I did, indeed, and discovered a great my&- 
Lery of iniquity. The witnesses made oath, That they 
(lad heard some of the liverymeuf frequently railing at 
Lheir mistress. '' They said, she was a troublesome, 
Bddlefaddle old woman, and so ceremonious, that there 

* Yan PtKhimiookcr, a bisbop at tbat tione, a ^eat 4ealcr in po- 
litic; and pUyMc. H. 
7 Th€ clergy. 
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was no beariog of her. They were ao plasaei 
bowing and crin|pn^ as thej went in and out 
room, that their backs ached. She used to acold 
ffft bii dirty shoes, at another for his greasy ha 
not combing his head : that she was so passioof 
fiery in licr temper, that there was no living wit 
she wanted something to sweeten her blood : tbs 
never had a quiet night's rest, for getting up 
rooming to early sacraments ; they wished the) 
find some way or anotlier to keep the old womai 
in her bed." Such discourses were often otc 
amoDg the liverymen, while the said Yan Ptschii 
cr had undertaken this matter. A maid made a£ 
" That she had seen the said Tan Ptschirosook< 
of the liver}*men, frequently making up of met 
and admiuisteriog them to all the neighbours ; tl 
saw him one morning make up the powder, wh! 
mistress took ; that she had the curiosity to ai 
whence he had the ingredients?" ^ They come^ 
he, '^ from several parts of de world ; dis I hav 
Geneva, dat from Rome, dis white powder fron 
sterdam, and de red from Edinburgh ; but de el 
gredieut of all comes from Tuikey." It was li 
proved, that the same Yan Ptschirosooker had hi 
quently seen at the Rose with Jack, who was kii 
bear an inveterate spite to his mistress : That he fc 
a certain powder to his mistress, which the exa 
believes to be the same, and spoke the following 
^' Madam, liere b grand secret van de world, mj 
ning powder, it docs temperate de Immour, dei 
wtnt, and cure de vapour; it lullet and qui< 
animal spirits, procuring rest and pleasant drea 
is de infallible receipt for de scurvy, all heati 
bloot, and breaking out upon de skin: it is < 
Uootslancbcr, stopping aU duxsa qC de bloot : if ; 
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tyw dka 70U will never ail any ding; it will cure you 
•f difeases;'^ and abundance more to this purpose, 
vUch the examinaot does not remember. 

John Bull was interrupted in his story by a porter, 
te brought him a letter from Nicholas Frog, which is 
atlDUowB. 



CHAP. IX. 
■A corr OF inc. frog's letter to john BrLL.'* 

[John Bull reads.] 

"- IRIBND JOHN, 

" What schellum is this, that makes thee jealous 
of ihy old friend Nicholas P hast thou forgot how some 
yeaiB ago he took thee out of the spungiog-house ?"f 
['Tis true my friend Nic. did so, and I thank him; but 
bf Aiade me pay a swingeing reckoning.] " Thou be- 
ifan'st now to repent thy bargain, that thou wast so 
hod of ; and if thou durst, would'st forswear thy own 
hasd -and seal. Thou say'st, that thou hast purchased 
te too great an estate already ; when, at the same time, 
thou know'st I have only a mortgage : *tis true, I have 
pOHessioo, and the tenants own me for master ; but has 
Hot esquire South the equity of redemption ?" [No 
ioubt, and will redeem it very speedily ; poor Nic. has 
[»Dly possession, eleven points of the law.] ** As for the 
tiimpikesjr I have set up, they are for other people, not 
for my friend John; I have ordered ray . servant con- 

* A letter from the StatesGeDeral. H. 
t Alluding to the Revolution. H. 
't The Dutch probibitha of trade. H. 
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stantly to attend, to let thy carria|;e8 through witho 
payiug aiiy thing ; only I hope thou "wilt not comet 
heavy laden to spoil my ways. Certainly I have ji 
cause of oiTence against thee, my friend, for suppon 
it possible tliat thou and I should ever quarrel : vk 
houndsfoot is it that puts these whims in thy head 
Ten thousand last of devils haul me, if I don't love tb 
as I love my life." [No question, as the devil lov 
holy water !] <* Does not thy own hand and seal dtiS^ 
tlicc to purchase for me, till I say it is enough ? Area 
these words plain ? I say it b not enough. Dost tb 
tiiink thy friend Nicholas Frog made a child's baigui 
Mark the words of thy contract, Mdpecunid^ with alltl 
money." [Very well 1 1 have purchased with my 01 
money, my children^ and my grand children's money, 
not that enough ? Well, totdpecunid let it be, for at preM 
} have none at all : he would not have me purchase wi 
other people^s money sure ? since totd pccunid is t 
bargain, I think it is plain, no more money, no mo 
purchase.] '' And whatever the world may say, Vkl 
las Frog is but a poor man in comparison of the rii 
the opulent Joim Bull, great clothier of ttie world, 
have had many losses, six of my best sheep were droi 
cd* and the water has come into my cellar, and spoiiec 
pipe of my best brandy : it would be a more frienc 
act in tliee to carry a brief about the country to rep 
the losses of thy poor friend. Is it not evident to 
the world, that I am still hemmed in by Lewis Baboo 
Is he not just upon my borders ?" [And so he will 
if I purchase a thousand acres more, unless he got soi 
body beiweeq^ them.] '^ I tell thee, friend John, tl 
hast flatterers, that persuade thee that thou art a mac 
business; do not believe tliem: if thou would'st s 
leave ttiy affairs in my hands, thou should'st see h 
handsomely I would deal by thee. That ever tl 
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^aould'st be dazzled, with the enchanted lAlanda, and 
ibuntains of gold, that old Lewis promises thee • 
tlswounds ! why dost thou not lay out thy money to 
hrehase a place at court, of honest Israel ? I tell thee, 
bill must not so much as think of a corapodtion.'* 
Sot think of a composition, that's hard indeed : I can't 
iclp thinking of it, if I would.] *' Thou complain'st of 
tant of money ; let thy wife and daughters burn the 
!0|d lace of their petticoats ; sell thy fat cattle ; re- 
Etnch but a sirloin of beef and a peck-loaf in a week 
hfna thy gormandizing guts." [Retrench my beef, a 
Un 1 Retrench my beef ! then it is plain the rascal 
HI an ill design upon me, he would starve me.] " Mort- 
j9gR thy manor of Bullock's Hatch, or pawn thy crop 
qr ten years." [A rogue ! part with my country-seat, 
ijOr patrimony, all that I have left in the world ; I'll see 
llbi hanged first.] " Why hast thou changed thy attor- 
K^ ? Can any man manage tiry cause better for thee ?'^ 
^eiy pleasant ! because a man has a good attorney, he 
mrt never make an end of his lawsuit.] *' Ah John 1 
foiin t I wish thou knew'st thy own mind ; thou art as 
lekle as the wind. I tell thee, thou hadst better let 
bis composition alone, or leave it to 

Thy loving friend, 

IS^IC. FROG." 
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CHAP. X. 

OF SOMB KXTRAORDIK ART THIHOS,^ THAT PASOtf iT 
THB BALITTATION TAYERIV, IK THE COMFniMCS Bl- 
TWSEN BULL, FROG, BSQtTIRB SOUTH, AHD LIWU 
BABOON. 

Frog had giren his trord, that he \rouM meet the 
above-mentioned companj at the Salutation to taftof 
this agreement. Though he dunt not directly hictk 
his appointment, he made many a shuffling excuse ; soe 
time he pretended to be seized with the gout ki Idi 
right knee ; then he got a great cold, that had slnek 
him deaf of one ear ; afterward two of his coach-hones 
fell sick, and he durst not go by water for fear of catdi- 
log an ague. John would take do excuse, but bwrfed 
him away : ^ Come Nic." says he, ^ let's go and heir 
at least what this old fellow has to propose t I hope 
there's no hurt in that." *' Be it so,'* quoth Nic " but 
if I catch any harm, wo be to you ; my wife and 
children will curse you as long as they liFe." Whes 
they were come to the Salutation, John concluded afl 
was sure then, and that he should be troubled do BKNt 
with law affairs ; he thought every body as plain and 
sincere as he was. " Well, neighbours," quoth be, 
^ let's now make an end of all matters, and live peace* 
ably together for the time to come ; if every body is as 
well inclined as I, we shall quickly come to the upshot 
of our affair." And so pointing to Frog to say some* 
thing, to the great surprise of all the company. Frog 



* The treaty of Utrecht : the difficulty to get them to meet When 
net, the Dutch would not speak their sentiments, nor the French d^ 
ijver in their proposals The house of Austria talked very high, fi* 
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uttts seized with the dead palsy in the tongue. John 
begao to ask him some plain questions, and whooped ami 
hallowed in his ear. '' Let's come to the point, Nic ! 
:.WiK> wouldest thou have to be Lord Strutt ? Wouldest 
ihou have Philip Baboon ?" Nic sliook his head and 
jaid Qothiog. '' Wilt thou then have esquire South to 
be Lord Strutt ?^^ Nic. shook his head a second time. 
^ Then who the devil wilt thou have P saj something 
or another." Nic. opened his mouth, and pointed to his 
tongue^ and cried, '' A, a, a, a !" which was as much as 
to say, he could not speak« John BulL— *'' Shall I 
serve Philip Baboon with broad clotli, and accept of the 
composition that he offers, with the liberty of his parks 
and fish-ponds ?'' Then JSic* roared like a bull, " O, 
0^ o, o !" John Bull. — ** If thou wilt not let me have 
.ibem, wilt thou take them thyself ?" Then Nic. grin- 
■fd, cackled, and laughed, till he was like to kill hinr- 
:ielf, aud seemed to be so pleased, that he fell a frisking 
and dancing about the room. John Bull.^-^* Shall I 
leave all this matter to thy management, Nic^ aud go 
about my business ?" Then Nic. got up a glass, aud 
drank to John, shaking him by the hand, till he had 
like to have shook his shoulder out of joint. John 
Bull. — *^ I understand thee, Nic. but I shall make thee 
speak before I go.'' Then Nic. put his finger iu his 
cheek, aud made it ay Buck ; which was as much as 
to say, I care not a iarthing for theer John Bull. — *' I 
have done, Nic. if thou wilt not speak, I'll make my 
own terms witli old Lewis here." Then Nic. lolled oul 
his tongue, and turned up his bum to him ; which was 
as much as to say, kiss— 

John perceiving that Frog could not speak, turns to 
old Lewis : '' Since we cannot make this obstinae fel- 
low speak, Lewis, pray condescend a Httle to bis htv^ 

L.2 
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aour, and let down tby meaimig upoo paper, ttialkr 
aay answer it iu aooUier scrap." 

«"! am inanitely sorry," quoth Lewis, "^ that ilha|^ 
pens so unfortunatelj : for playiDg a littk at cudgrii 
t'other day, a fellow has given me such a rap orer tke 
right arm, that I am quite lame : I have lost the uss if 
my forefiog^ and my thumb, so that I cannot hold Wf 
pen." 

John Bull. *" That's all one, let me write foryoo.*' 

Lewis. ** But I have a misfortune, that I cannot Nit 
any body's hand but my own." 

John BulL *^ Try what you can do widi your left 
hand." 

Lewis. "^ That's impossible; it will make such a 
scrawl, that it will not be legible." 

As they were talking of this mattet) in eame Esqaire 
SoutI), all dressed up in feathers and ribands, stark st8^ 
iug mad, brandkbing his sword,, as if he would have cot: 
off tlieir. heads; oryii^, ^ Room^ room, boys, for the 
grand esquire of the world! the flow^.of esquiiest* 
What ! covered in my presence ? I'll crush your souls^ 
and crack you like lice!" With that he had like to 
have struck John Bull's hat into the fire; but John, who 
was pretty strong-fisted, gave him such a squeeze as made 
his eyes water.. He went on still in bis mad pranb: 
" When I am lord of the universe, the sun shall prostrate 
and adore me! Thou, Frog, shalt be my bailiff; Lewis 
my tailor, and thou, John Bull, shalt be my fool!" 

AU this while Frog laughed in his sleeve, gave the 
esquire t'other noggin of brandy, and clapped him on the 
back, wliich made him ten times madder. 

Poor John stood in amaze, talking, thus to himself: 

* The Archduke was noir become emperor of Germanj, being, 
Mmumwtlj elected upon the death of Joreph the First. H. 
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^ Wel( Joho, thou art got into rare company ! One haa 
a dumb devil, t'other a mad devil, aod the third a spirit 
aCufinaitj. An honest mao has a fine time oo't among 
andi rogues. What art thou asking of them, after all ? 
Some mighty boon, one would think ! only to sit quietly 
at thy own.fiveside. 'Sdeath, -what have I to do with 
aprb lallowst John Bull, after all his losses and crosses, 
can live better without them, than they ean without 
Uflii Would to God I lived a thousand leagues o£f 
then ! but the devil'» in't, John Bull is in, and John 
Bull must get out afr well as he can/' 

As- be was talking to himself^ he observed Frog and 
old Lewii edging toward one another to whisper;^ so 
that John was forced to sit with his arms a kimbo to 
keep them asunder. 

Some people advised John to blood Frog under the 
tongue, or take away his bread and butter; which would 
oertai^ly make him speak ; to give Esquire South helle- 
bore ; as for Lewis, some were for emollient poullieesi 
others for opening iiis arm with an incbionJuiife. 



CHAP. Xl.t 

'niSAPFR£HENDING,KXAm[INATION, AND IM^RISOWJIfKNT 
OF JACK FOR SVSFICIOK OF POISOKINa. 

The attentive reader cannot have forgot, that die sto« 
ry of Yan Plschimsooker's powder was interrupted by 

* gone attemptj of secret negotiation betveec tbe French and the 

Dutch. H. 

f The rec^»i\ ing the holy sacrament as administered by tlie church 
of Eogl'dnd once at least in evi ry year, having hecn made a neceesa- 
:y oualification for places of trust and iaoCt, many of the disseat«c& 
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a meseage from Frog. I have a oatoral compamm fiir 
carioaitj, bciiig much troubled vUh the distemper mf- 
telf; therefore to gratify that uoeasy itching BetnatkMih 
my reader, I have procured the following account of Ait 
matter. 

Tan PtfichirDfiooker came ofT (aa rogues usually di 
upon such occasions) by 'peaching his partner; andlW' 
ing extremely forward to bring him to the gallows. JscI 
was accused as the contriver of all the roguery.* Aoi 
indeed it happened unfortunately for tlie poor fdkiffi 
that he was known to bear a most inveterate spite agalHl 
the old gentlewoman ; and consequently, that never any 
ill accident happened to her, but he was suspected to be 
at the bottom of it. If she pricked her finger. Jack, Is 
be sure, lud the pin in the way ; if some noise in ths 
itreet disturbed her rest, who could it be but Jack ia 
some of his nocturnal rambles ? If a servant ran awsy^ 
Jack had debauched him : every idle tittletattle tlMt 
went about, Jack was always suspected for the author 
of It : however, all was nothing to this last affair of the 
tf mperating, moderating powder. 

The hue and cry went after Jack to apprehend him 
dead or alive, wherever he could be found. The coin 
stables looked out for him in all his usual haunts ; but 

came to the altar merely for this purpose. A biU ta prevent thii 
practice had been three times brought into the house and rfjected, 
under the title of ** A Bill to prevent Occasional Conformitjr." But 
the earl of Nottingham having brought it in a fourth time under 
another name, and with the addition of such clauses as were said to 
enlarge the toleration, and to be a farther security to the piotestant 
succession, the whig*, whose cause the earl then appeared to espouse, 
were persuaded to concur : some, because they were indeed wilUof 
that the bill should pass, and others, because they believed the earl 
(^Oxford would at last procure it to be thrown out. The four foir 
lowing chapters contain the history of this transaction. H. 

* All the misfortunes of the church charged upon the presbyterian 
7>arty. H. 
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to DO parpoie. Where d^e think the^ fouDd him at 
iHt ? £760 smoking his pipe very quietly at his brother 
Martin's? from whence he was carried with a vast mob 
aft bis heeb before the worshipful Mr. Justice Overdo. 
Several of his neighbours made oath, that of late the pri- 
aaser had been observed to lead a very dissolute life^ 
xoBOUiieing even his usual hypocrisy^ and pretences to 
iibrlety :* that he frequented taverns and eatinghouses^ 
and had been often guilty of drunkenness and gluttony 
aliBqr lord mayor's table : that he had been seen in the 
oannpaoy of lewd women : that he had transferred his 
usual care of the engrossed copy of his father's will, to 
bank-bills, orders for tallies, and debentures :t these he 
aaw affirmed, with more literal truth, to be meat, drink, 
and doth, the philosopher's stone, and the universal me^ 
&iae .-^ that he was so far from showing his customary 
reverence to the will, that he kept company with those, 
that called his father a cheating rogue, and his will afor- 
gei7:§ that he not only sat quietly and heard his 
father railed at, but often chimed in with the dis- 
course, and hugged the authors as his bosom friends :|| 
Th^t instead of asking for blows at the corners of the 
streets, he now bestowed tliem as plentifully as he begged 
them before. In short, that he was grown a mere 
rake ; and had nothing left in him of old Jack, except 
hn t^ite to John Bull's mother. 

* Themaoners of the dissenteri chansed from their former 8trictf> 
neis. H. 
f Dealiag much in itoclyobbios. H. 
I Tale of a Tub. H. 
\ HerdiDS with deuts and atheiitf. H. 
3 Tale of a Tub. H. 
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Another witness made oath, That Jack had taeca 
overheard hraggiof of a trick* he had found out to na* 
nage the old formal jade, at he used to call her. "Butt 
this oumbskull of mine," quoth he, ^ that I could not 
light on it sooner. As long as I go in this ragged W 
tered coat, I am so well known, that I am banted awif 
from the old woman's door by every barking cur alMMt 
the house ; they bid me defiance. There's no doiB| 
mischief ns an open enemy ; I must find some way or 
other of getting within doors, and then I shall hare be^ 
tcr opportunities of playing my pranks, beside the ban^ 
fit of good keeping." 

Two witnesses swore,t tliat sereral years ago, that 
came to their mistress's door a young fellow in a tatter- 
ed coat, tliat went by the name of Timothy Trim, wboll 
they did in their conscience believe to be the very pil* 
Boner, resembling him in shape, stature, and the featurn 
of bis countenance : that the said Timothy Trim beiog' 
taken into the family, clapped their mistresa's lively 
ovei' his own tattered coat : that the said Timothy was 
extremely officious about their mistress's person, en- 
deavouring by flattery and tale-bearing to set her agaimt 
the rest of the servants : nobody was so ready to fetch 
any thing that was wanted, to reach what was dropped : 
that he used to shove and elbow his fclio^r-servants to get 
near his mistress, especially when money was a paying 
or receiving ; then he was never out of the way : that 
he was extremely dih'gcut about evciy body's businen, 
but his own : that the said Timothy, while he wns io 
the family, used to be playing roguish tricks ; when Lis 
mistress's back was turned, he would loll out his tongue, 
make mouths, and laugh at her, walking behind her like 

*■ Getting into places and church preferracnte by occasioaal con- 
ormity. H. 
.. Bah -.lying Ihr iolcreats o? l\\c c.ViMtt\v, ^Vvc>\«ol luto preferments. 

\\. 
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X^rlequiOy lidkuliog her motioiiB god gestures ; bat if 
lii mistAM looked about, be put oo a grave, demure 
Aunteuaiice, as if be bad beea io a fit of deyotioo : 
hat he used ofilen to trip up stain so smoothly, that 
'OjB could not bear bim tread, aud put all things out of 
i|^ : that he would piocb the children aud servants, 
■hen he met them in the dark, so bard, that be left the 
xjat of bis forefinger and liis thumb in black and blue, 
ivd then slink into a comer, as if nobody bad done it : 
mX of the same malicious design he used to lay chairs 
ind jointrstools in their, way, that they might break their 
iOies by (ailing over them : the more young and unex- 
^eoced he used to teach to talk saucily, and call 
names : during bis stay in the family, there was much, 
plate missing; being caught with a couple of sil- 
vsMP spoons in bis pocket, with their handles wrenched 
Bi( he said, be was only going to carry them to the 
BsMsmitb's to he mended : that the said Timothy was 
hated by all the honest servants for his ill-conditioned 
apleoetic tricks, but especially for his slanderous tongue ; 
traducing them to their mistress, as drunkards, thieves^ 
and whofemasters : that the said Timothy by lying sto- 
ries used to set all the family together. by the ears, taking 
^Might to make them fight and quarrel ; particularly 
one day sitting at table, he spoke words ta this effect : 
** I am of opinion," quoth he, ^that little short fellows, 
web as we are, have bett( r hearts, and eould beat the 
tall fellows : I wish it came to a fair trial ; I believe 
these long fellows, as sightly as they arc, should find 
their jackets well thwacked."^ 

A paicel of tall fellows, who thought themselves af- 
fronted by the discourse, took up the quarrel, and toH 
they went, the tall men and the low men, which couti- 

* The original of the digtinction io the names of low churchmctL 
vid high churchjr.rn. 
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Dues still a factioQ io Uie familj, to tbe great 
of our mistress's afiain : the said Timothj can 
frolic so far, that he proposed to his inistressi 
should entertain no servant, that waa above f 
seven inches high ; and for that purpose had pre 
gage, by which thej were to be measured. T 
old gentlewoman was not so dimple as to go into 
ject : slie began to smell a rat. ^^ This Trim, 
she, " is an odd sort of a fellow ; methioks he i 
strange figure with that ragged, tattered coat, a( 
under his livery ; canH he go spruce and clean 
rest of the servants ? the fellow has a roguish If 
him, which I don't Uke by any means ; besides, 
such a twang in hia discourse, and an ungrace 
of speaking through the nose, that one can hai 
derstand him ; I wish the fellow be not taioU 
some disease.*' The witnesses farther made oa 
the said Timothy lay out a-nights, and went abros 
at unseasonable hours ; and it was credibly ri 
be did business in another family ; that he prete 
have a squeamish stomach, and could not eat ; 
with the rest of the servants, though ihis was bui 
tence to provide some nice bit for himself ; thai 
fiised to dine upon salt fish, only to have an op[ 
ty to eat a calf's head (his favourite dish) in pi 
that for all his tender stomach, when he was got 1 
self, he could devour capons^ turkeys, and sirl 
bee( like a cormorant. 

Two other witnesses gave the following evi 
That in his officious attendance upon his misti 
had tried to slip a powder into her drink ; and 
was once caught endeavouring to stifle her witl 
low as she was asleep : that he and Ptschirnsookc 
often in close conference^ and that they used to 
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her at the Rose, where it seeroi he was veil eDOui^b 
n bjr ^18 true uame of Jack, 
le prisoner had little to say iD his defence ; he en- 
Nired to prove himself alibi ; so that tlie trial turn- 
ion this single question, whether the said Timothy 
and Jack were the same person ? which was 
id by such plain tokens, and particularly by a mole 
: the left pap, that there was no withstanding the 
nee ; therefore the worshipful Mr. Justice com- 
d him, in order to his trial. 



CHAP. XIL 

jack's friends came to visit him in pbison, 
and what advice thbt gave him. 

lCK hitherto had passed in the woili for a poor, 
le, we]l-meanin«r, half-witted, crack-brained fellow, 
lie were strauji^ely surprised to find him in such a 
ery ; that be should disguise himself under a fislse 
i, hire himself out for a servant to an old gentlewo- 
only for an opportunity to poison her. They said 
it was more generous to profess open enmity, than 
r a profound dissimulation to be guilty of such a 
dalous breach of trust, and of the sacred rights of 
itality. In shorty the action was universally con- 
ned by his best friends ; they told him in plain 
s, that this was come as a judgment upon him for 
oose life, his gluttony, drunkenness, and avarice ; 
ayitig aside his father's will in an old mouldy trunk, 
turning stockjobber, newsmonger, and busjbody, 
dling with other people's affairs, shaking off his old 
)iis friends, and keeping company with buffoons an.d 
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pick-pockets, his father^s swofd enemies ; that he hid 
best throw himself upon the mercy of the court ; re- 
pent, and cban^ his manners. To say truth. Jack heaid 
these discourses with some compunction ; however, lie 
resolved to try what his new acquaintance would do lot 
him : they sent Habbakkuk Slyboots,^ who delivered 
him the foltowiug message, at the peremptory commaodi 
of his trusty companions. 

Hab. Dear Jack, I am sony for tliy misfortune: 
matters have not been carried on with due secrecy ; how- 
ever, we muftt make iJie best of a bad bargain : thou art 
in the utmost jeopardy, that's certain ; hang, draw, and 
quarter, are the gentlest things they talk of. However, 
thy faitliful fiiends, ever watchful for thy security, bid 
Die tell thee, that they have one infallible expedient left 
to save thy life : thou must know, we have got into sonifr 
uoderslanding with the enemy, by the means of Doo 
Diego ; he assures us thei-e is no mercy for thee, and 
that there is only one way left to escape ; it is indeed 
somewhat out of the common road ; however, be assured 
it is the result of most mature deliberation. 

Jack. Prithee, tell me quickly, for my heart is sunk 
down into the very bottom of my belly. 

Hab. It is the unanimous opinion of your friend^ 
that you make as if you hanged yourself;! they will 
give it out that you are quite dead, and convey your 
body out of prison in a bier; and John Bull, being, 
busied with his lawsuit, will not inquire forther into the 
matter. 

Jacjk. How d'ye mean, make as if I hanged myself? 

* Habbakkuk Slyboots, a certain great man who persuaded the 
dissenters to consent to the bill against occasional conformity, u be* 
ing for their interest H. 
f C-y me nt to the bill against occasional conformitT'. II. 



JOHN BULL, 255 

Hab. Najr, you must really hang yourself up in a 
true genuine rope, that there may appear no trick in it, 
mud leave the rest to your friends. 

Jack. Tnily, this is. a matter of some concern ; and 
my friends, I hope, won't take it ill, if I inquire a little 
ikito the means by whicli tliey intend to deliver me : a 
lope and a uoose are no jesting mat;^rs ! 

Hab. Why so mistrustful ? hast thou ever found us 
false to thee ? I tell thee, tliere is one ready to cut 
thee down. 

Jack. May I presume to ask who it is that is intrust*- 
^ with so important an office ? 

Hab. Is there no end of thy hows and thy whyn f 
That's a secret. 

Jack. A secret, perhaps, that I may be safely trusted 
witli^ for I am not likely to tell it again. I tell you 
plainly, it is no strange thing for a man, before he hanga 
himself up, to inquire who is to cut him down. 

Hab. Thou suspicious creature ! if thou must needs 
know it, I tell thee it is Sir Roger i* he has been in teara 
ever since thy misfortune. Don Diego and we have 
hid it so, that he is to be in the next room, and before 
Jhe rope b well about thy neck, rest satisfied, he will 
bteak'in and cut thee down : fear not, old boy; we'll do 
it) I'll warrant thee. 

Jack. So I must hang myself up upon hopes that Sir 
Roger will cut me down, and all this upon the credit 
of Don Diego: a fine stratagem indeed to save my 
life,^ that depends upon hanging, Don Diego, and Sir 
Roger. 

Hab. I tell thee there is a mystery in all this, my 
friend, a piece of profound policy ; if thou knewest what 

■ 

* It was given out that the earl of Oxford would oppose the occa- 
^ioDal bill, and so lose his credit witli the tories ; and the dissenters 
did believe he would not sufTer it to pais. H. 
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good this will do to the common cause, thy heail 
leap for Joy : I am sure thou wouldst not delay 
perimeut one moment. 

Jack. That is to the tune of, All for the 
Whaf 8 your cause to me when I am hanged ? 

Hab. Refractory mortal; if thou wilt not ti 
friends, take what follows : know, assuredly, bek 
full moon, that thou wilt be hung up in chidns, 
quarters perching upon the most conspicuous pi 
the kingdom. Nay, I don't believe they will 
tented with hanging; they talk of impaling, orb: 
on the wheel : and thou choosest that before . a 
suspending of thyself for one minute. Hangio| 
so painful a thing as thou imaginest. I have spo! 
several that have undergone it ; they all agree 
manner of uneasiness ; be sure thou take good n* 
the symptoms, the relation will be curious. It i 
kick or two with thy heels, and a wry mouth or 
Roger will be with thee in the twinkling of an ( 

Jack But what if Sir Roger should not com 
my friends be there to succour me ? 

Hab. Doubt it not ; I will provide every thing 

to-morrow morning j do thou keep thy own seen 

nothing: I tell thee, it is absolutely necessary 

common good, that tliou shouldst go through tliii 
tion. 
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«% In the tm first eMtimis €f << The History of John 
BulV' eke foUming small chtgjiUr foUoned Chap. 
SIL 



HOW THB LAWTBBB AGRSEP TO BEND DON BIEGO OI8- 
MALIfO, THE COKJURBR, TO JOHN BVLL, TO DISSUADE 

* HEX mOM MAKING AN END Of HIS LAWSUIT ; AND 
WHAT FAS8ED BETWEEN THEM; 

- -fiuLL. How does my good friend Diego ? 
cDoN. 19'ever worse. Who can be easy when their 
Hieiidi are playing the fool ? 

■ Bull. But then you may be easy, for I am resolved 
t6 ptaj the fool no longer : I wish I had hearkened to 
yoiur adrice, and compounded this law-suit sooner. 
"Don. It is true, I was then against the ruinous ways 
cf this lawsuit ; but, looking over my scheme since, I 
ind there is an error in my calculation. Sol and Jupi- 
ter were in a wrong house, but I have now discovered 
their true places : I find that the stars are unanimously 
of opinion, that you will be successful in this cause ; 
tHit Lewis will come to an untimely end, and Strutt will 
ba turoed out of doors by his wife and children. Then 
h^ Went on with a torrent of ecliptics, cycles, epicycles, 
Mtodaots, trtoes, quadrants, conjunctions, l)ulls, bears, 
goats, and rams, and abundance of hard words, which, 
being put together, signified nothing. John all this 
while stood gaping and staring, like a man in a trance. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

HOW JACK HAMGED HI9ISKLV UP BY THE PERU 
OF HIS FRIENDS, WHO BROKR THEIR WORDS, AW 
HIS NECK IN THE NOOSE. 

Jack was a professed eoemy to implicit fait 
yet I dare say, it was oever more strougly exertt 
more basely abused, tbaa upon this oGcasion. fi 
now with his old frieuds, iii the state of a poor disl 
officer after a peace, or rather a wouuded soldic 
a battle; like aa old favourite of a cunoiog m 
after the job is over : or a decayed beauty to a < 
lover io quest of aew game; or like a huodre 
thiugs, that one sees every day. There were o 
trigucs, new views, new projects oo foot; Jack 
was the purchase of Dicgo^s friend^ip,^ much 
may it do tliem. The iatcrest of Hocus aod Si 
iiam Crawley, which was now more at heai't, ma( 
operatiou upon poor Jack absolutely necessary, 
may easily guess, that his rest tliat night was but 
and much disturbed; however, the remaining | 
his time he did not employ (as his custom was fori 
in prayer, meuitatioD, or singing a double venc 
psalm ; but amu8cd himself with disposing of his 
stock. Many a <Ioubt, many a qualm oversprei 
clouded imagination : " Must I then,'' quoth he, * 
up my own personal, natural, individual self, with 
two hands? Durus senno! What if I should I: 
down, as my friends tell me ? There is sometliin^ 

* The eail of Nottiogham made the concurrence of the w 
bring in and carry this bill one of Ib*^ coixdlliouf of his engwi 
(heir cause. H. 
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Dous in the Teiy attempt; the world will conclude I 
hid a guilty conscience. Is it possible, that good man, 
Sir Roger, can have so much pity up«n an unfortunate 
ieoandrel, that has persecuted him for so many years ? 
No^ it cannot be ; I don't love favours that pass through 
Doo Diego's hands. On the other side, my blood chills 
■bout my heart at the thought of these rogues, with 
khek bloody hands grabbling in my guts, and pulling 
oat my very entrails : hang it, for once I'll trust my 
fUends." So Jack resolved ; but he had done more 
ipiaely to have put himself upon the trial of his country, 
nd made his defence in form ; many things happen be- 
tween the cup and the lip ; witnesses might have been 
Evlbad, juries managed, or prosecution stopped. But so 
it wi% Jack for this time had a sufficient stock of im- 
plicit faith, which led him to his ruin, as the sequel of 
Kte story shows. 

And now the fatal day was come, in which he was to 
tiy this hanging experiment. His friends did not fail 
bim at the appointed hour to see it put in practice. 
Bahbakkak brought him a smooth, sti-ong, tough rope, 
aMe of many a ply of wholesome Scandinavian hemp, 
Cottpactly twisted together, witli a noose that slipt as 
glib as a birdcatcher's gin. Jack shrunk and grew pale 
^t (Erst sight of it, he handled it, measured it, stretched 
i% fixed it against the iron bar of the window to try 
Kta strength; 'but no familiarity could reconcile him to 
it He found fault with the length, the thickness, and 
tie twist; nay, the very colour did not please him. 
** Will nothing less than hanging serve ?" quoth Jack. 
•* Won't niy enemies take bail for my good behaviour? 
^Vill they accept of a fine, or be satisfied with the p\- 
^^ and imprisonment, a good round whipping, or burn- 
ing in the check ?" 
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Hi.B. NothiDg but your blood will appeasi 
nge ; make baste, else we shall be difcovered. \ 
nothing like Burprisiog tlie rogues : how they will 
appointed, when they hear that thou hast pre 
their revenge, and hanged thine own self? 

Jack. That's true ; but what if I should d 
effigies? Is there never an old pope or pretei 
bang up in my stead? we are not so unlike, 
may pass. 

Hab. That can never be put upon Sir Roger. 

Jack. Are you sure he is in the next room? 
you provided a very sharp knife, in case 
worst? 

Uab. Dost take me for a common liar? be si 
BO damage can happen to your person ; your 
will take care of that 

Jack. Mayn't I quilt my rope ? it galls m 
strangely: besides, I don't like this running k 
holds too tight ; I may be stifled all of a sudden. 

Hab. Thou hast so many ifs and ands ; priti 
spatch ; it might have been over before this time. 

Jack. But now I think on't, I would fain 
some affairs, for fear of the worst : have a lit 
tience. 

Hab. There's no having patience, thou art 
faintling, silly creature. 

Jack. O thou most detestable, abominable | 
obedience! did I ever imagine, I should beooi 
votary in so pregnant an instance ? How will m 
ther Martin laugh at this story, to see himself o 
in his own calling ? He has taken the doctrine, i 
me the practice. 

No sooner had he uttered these words, but like 
of true courage, be tied the fatal cord to the bea 
iei the ooose, and mounltd u^ii \.Vv& Vrattom of 
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Lhe inside of which he had often graced in his prosper- 
oas days. This footstool Habbakkuk kicked away, 
and left poor Jack swinging, like the pendulum of Paurs 
block. The fatal noose performed its (^ce, and with 
Ae most strict ligature squeezed the blood into his face^ 
till it assumed a purple die. While the poor man hear- 
<9d from the very bottom of his belly for breath, Hab- 
iiakkuk walked with great deliberation into both the 
tipper and lower room to acquaint his friends, who re- 
ceived the news with great temper, and with jeers and 
scoffs, instead of pity. ^ Jack has hanged himself!" 
quoth they, " let us go and see how the poor rogue 
swings." Then they called Sir Roger. " Sir Roger," 
quoth Habbakkuk, "Jack has hanged himself ; make 
haste and cut him down." Sir Roger turned first one 
ear, and then t'other, not understanding what he said. 
Has. I tell you, Jack has banged himself up. 
Sir Roger. Who% hanged ? 
Hab. Jack. 

Sir RooER. I thought this had not been hanging day. 
Hjlb. But the poor fellow has hanged himself. 

Sir Roger. Then let him hang ; I don't wonder at if, 
'the fellow has been mad these twenty years. Witli this 
he slunk away. 

Then Jack's friends began to hunch and push one 
^another. ** Why don't you go, and cut the poor fellow 
down ? Why don't you ? And why don't you ?" " Not 
I," quoth one: "Not I," quoth another; "Not I," 
quoth a thml ; " he may hang 'till doomsday before I 
lelieve him." Nay, it is credibly reported, that they 
were so for from succouring their poor friend in this his 
dismal circumstance, that Ftschimsooker and several of 
his companions went in and pulled him by tlie legs^ and 
thumped him on the breast. Then they began to rail at 
him for the very thing, which they had advised and jus- 
VOL. xxiir. M 
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Ufied before, viz. his getting into the old gentlew< 
family, and putting on her livery. The keepei 
performed the last office, coming up, found Jack 
iDg with no life in him; he took down the body j 
and laid it on a bulk, and bi0m;ht out the rope 
corapaoy. *^Thls, gentlemen, is the rope that I 
Jack; what must be done with It?*' Upon whk 
ordered it to be laid among the curiosities* of Gi 
college, and it is called Jack's rope to this ver 
However, Jack after all had some small tokens 
in him, but lies at this time past hope of a totdl i 
ry, with his head hanging on one shoulder, -n 
speech or raiotion. Tlie coroner's inquest supposii 
to be dead, brought him in lum coihpos. 



CHAP. XIV. 

tUE CONFERENCE BETWEEN DON DiEOO AN 

JOHN BULL. 

During the time of the forcgoiug traosactioo 
Diego was entertaining John Bull. 

D. Diego. I hope, sir, this day's proceeding w 
vince you of the sincerity of your old friend Di^ 
the treachery of Sir Roger. 

J. Bull. What's the matter now ? 

D. Diego. You have been endeavotuing, fo 
ral years, to have justice done upon that rc^e 
but what through the remissness of constables^ ji 

* Which were afterward removed, with the Royal Socie 
Crane-court, ia Fleet-etrert ; and since the erection of Si 
hooee, hare been drpof'led in the British Museum. N. 



JOHN BULL. 2P3 

Dd packed juries, he has alwajt fouod ibe meaus to 
■cape. 

J. Bull. What tlieo ? 

D. DiiiMi. Condder then, who is your best frieod; 
le that would haye brought him to condign puuish- 
Bdit, or he that has taved him. By my persuanon 
Fackhad hanged himself if Sir Roger had not cut him 

iOWD. 

J. Bull. Who told you that Sir Roger has done 

10? 

D. Diego. Tou seem to receive me coldly ; metbiuks 
B^ services deserve a better return. 

'X Bull. Since you value yourself upon hanging 
LUs poor scoundrel, I tell you, when I have any more 
hanging-work, I'll send for thee: I have some better 
employment for Su: Roger : in the mean time, I desire 
ihe poor fellow may be looked after. When he fnd 
came out of the north country into my family, under 
the pretended name of Timothy Trim, the fellow seem- 
ed to mind his loom and his spinning-wheel, till somebo- 
dy turned his head ; (hen he grew so pragmatical, that 
he took upon him the gbvernment of my wliole family. 
I could never order any thing within or without doorp, 
int he must be always giving his counsel, forsooth ; ne- 
vertheless, tell him I will forgive what is past ; and if he 
would mind his business for the future, and not meddle 
oat of his own sphere, he will find, that John Bull is 
Dot of a cruel disposition. 

D. DiKGO. Yet all your skilful physicians say, iliat 
Bothing can recover your mother, but a piece of Jack's 
liver b(^led iu her soup. 

J. Bull. Those are quacks : my mother abhors such 
nnuibars food : she is iu perfect health at prcseut : I 
HTouId have given many a good pound to have had hci 
M) wiell some time ago. There are indeed two or tlic^v 
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eld trouble^uic iiursei,* that, because ihey believe I 
tender-hearted, will never let me have a quiet oi^i 
rest irilh knocking roe up : ^' Oh, sir, yoiur mothe^ 
taken extremely ill ! she is fallen into a fainting ( 
she has a great emptiness, wants sustenance!^' 
is only to recommend themselves for their great 
John Bull, as simple as he is, understands a little 
pulse. 



CHAP. XV. 

THE SEQUEL OF THE MEETING AT THE SALLTJL-] 

TION.f 

Where I think I left John Bull, sitting between! 
Frag and Lewis Baboon, with bis arms a-kimbo^ 
great concern to keep Lewis and jSic. asunder, 
watchliilas he was, Kic. found the means now andi 
to steal a whis[)er, and by a cleanly conveyance ut 
ihe table to slip a short uote into Lewis's hand ; wl 
Lewis as slily put into John's pocket, with a pinch 
jog, to warn him what he was about. John had tlie 
liosity to retire into a corner to peruse these 
doux:^ of Nic's ; wherein he found, that Nic. had 
great freedoms both with his interest and reputitkl 
One contained these words : *' Dear Lewis, thou 84^ 
clearly, that this blockhead can never bring his matt^l 
to bear: let thee and roc talk to-night by ourselvajl 
the Rose, and I'll give thee satisfaction." Anotlier f* 

* New clamouri about the danger of the church. H. 
f At the congress of Utrecht. H. 

} Some offers of the Dutch at that time, in order to get the aeffi^ 
tioo into their kanda. H. 
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expressed : '* Friend Lewis, Has thy sense quite 
ken thee, to make Bull such offers ? Hold fast, part 
ti nothing, and I will give thee a better bargain, I'll 
^ ^ut thee." 

some of his billets be told Lewis, ^ That John 
was under his guardianship ; that the best part of 
Fervants were at his command ; that he could have 
gagged and bound whenever he pleased by the 
>le of his own family." In all these epistles, block- 
dunce, ass, coxcomb, were the best epithets 
J. gave poor John. In others he threatened,* ^ That 
, Esquire South, and tlie rest of the tradesmen, would 
I Lewis down upon his back and beat out bis teeth, 
e did not retue immediately, and break up the meet* 

i fancy I need not tell my reader, that John often 
(ed colour as he read, and that his lingers itched to 
N\e. a good slap on the chops ; but he wisely mo- 
his choleric temper. " I saved this fellow," 
he, ^ from the gallows, when he ran away from hb 
master,! because I thought he was har&lily treated; 
the rogue was no sooner safe under my protection, 
he began to lie, pilfer, and steal like tlie devil.j: 
fhen I iirst set him up in a warm house, he had hardly 
■t up his sign, when he began to debauch my best 
IMomers from me.l Then it was his constant practice 
jitob my fish ponds, not only to feed his family, but to 
Fide with the fishmongers : I connived at the fellow, 
ll he began to tell me, that they were his as much as 
iloe. lu my manor of £astcheap,| because it lay at 

^ Thmteniag that the allies would carry on the war without tlie 

^Ip of tlie Engliflh. H. 

f ThekiDS of Spaio, whose joVc the Dutch threw ofT with the ai- 

itincc of the English. II. 

t Complaints against the Dntch for encroachment in trade, fishenr^ 

^it-lQdic!>, 4c. The war with the DutcU oal\\e«e ^«w\^"», >^ . 
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tome diBtance from my consUnt inspectioD, he Ml 
down mj fences, robbed mj orchards^ and beat mj » 
vants. WlicD I used to reprimand him for his tricfa^k 
TTould talk saucilj, lie, and brazen it out as if he W 
done nothing amiss. Will nothing cnre thee of tUf 
pranks, Nic. ? qaoth I ; I shall be forced some timeit 
other to chastise tliee. The rogue got up his cane, lit 
threatened me, and was well thwacked for his psbft 
Bat I think his behsTiour at this time worst of jH$ 
after I have almost drowned rojself to keep his Ml 
above water, he would leave me sticking in the wH 
trusting to his goodness to hdp me out. After I MK 
licggarcd myself with his troublesome lawsuit; iridifii 
pix to him, he takes it in mighty dudgeon; btcMtl 
have brought him here to end matters amicably, and be- 
cause I wonH let him make me over by deed and 1^ 
dentins as his lawful cnlly ; which to my certdn koiMN 
ledge he has attempted several times. But, after'dit 
canst (hou gather grapes from thorns ? Nic. dotM'M 
pretend to be a gentleman ; he is a tradesman, tf S0 
scekhig wretch ; but how catnest thou to bear all tUi; 
John? The reason is plain; thou eoofentst thtflfe* 
ncflts, and he receives them; the first produces hrrs; 
and the last ingratitude. Ah ! Nic. Kic. thou art i 
damned dog, that^s certain; thou knowest too wdl^ 
that I will take care of thee ; else thoa wouldst iiol 
use mc thus. I wonH give thee up, it is true; bat si 
true as it is, thou shalt not sell me, according to iBif 
laudable custom.^' While John was deep iu this ^ 
IHoquy, Nic. broke out into the followHig pTOtabH 
tion : 
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*. OBNTLBMEN, 

** I believe ereiy body here preseat iriil allow me 

-40 be a very juBt and disinterested person. My friend 

Jfbn Bull here, is very angry with me, forsooth, because 

I.woo't agree to his foolish bargains. Now I declare to 

^■jnaokind, I sliould be ready to sacrifice my own con* 

«Brns to hb quiet ; but the care of his interest, and that 

_of the honest tradesmen* that are embarked with iis, 

-■toepfi me from entering into this composition. What 

^fMi become of those poor creatures ? The thoughts 

^9f their impending ruin disturbs my night's rest, there- 

y4^ I desire they may qpeak for themselves. If they 

jmp willing to. give up this affair, I shan't make two 

frcnls of it" 

•'«■ 

«.. John Bull begged him to lay aside that immoderate 

•ilDoern for him.; aud withal, put him in mind, that the 

. Iptisest of those tradesmen had not sat quite so heavy 

=)^poD him. some years ago^ on a like occasion. Nic an- 

.OTtted little to that,, but immediately pulled: out a boat- 

fwaio's whistle. Upon the first whiffy the tradesmen 

icame jumping into the room, and began to surround 

Xewis^ like so many yelping curs about a great boar ; 

or, to use a modester similie, like duns at a great lord's 

•levee the morning he goes into the country. One pulled 

luro by his sleeve, another by the skirt, a third hollaed 

in bis 6ar : they began to ask him for all that had been 

taken from their forefathers by stealth, fraud, force, or 

lawful purchase ; some asked for manors, others for acres, 

tiiat lay eonveoient for them : that he would pull down 

his fences, level his ditches : all agreed in one common 

demand, that he should be purged, sweated, vomited, 

and starved, till be came to a sizeaUe bulk, like that of 

^ThealUes. H. 
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bis neighbours : ooc morlestly asked faiin leare to ctf 
him brother; Nic. Frog demanded two things, tabeUi 
porter and his fishmonger, to keep the keys of his gatn^ 
and furnish the kitchen. John's sister Peg only desiidt' 
that he would let bis servants sing psalms a Snndsji 
Some descended even to the asking of old clothes, sboo^ 
and boots, broken bottles, tobacco-pipes, and ends ef 
candles. 

" Monsieur Bull," quoth Lewis, *^ joa seem to be a 
man of some breeding : for God's sake, use your iott- 
rest with these messieurs, that they would speak but one 
at once ; for if one had a hundred pair of hands, aod 
as many tongues, he cannot satisfy ihem all at this ntxfl* 
Jolin begged they might proceed with some method r 
iticu they stopped ait of a sudden, and would not say a 
word. *^ If this be your plfty«** quoih John, ** that we 
may not be like a quakei^s dumb meeting, let us bcgi» 
some diversion : what d'ye think of roily pooly, or a* 
country dance ? What if we should have a match at 
ibot-ball ? J[ am sure we shall never end matters at this 
rate." 



CHAP. XVf. 

BOW JOHN BULL AHfD MIC. FROa 6£TTLBD THEIR 

ACCOMPTB. 

J. Bull. During this general cessation of talk, wtat 
if you and I, Nk^ should inquire how money-maiteis 
stand between us ? 

Nic. Fiioo. With all my heart, I love exact dealing; 
and let Hocus audit; he knows how the money was 
disbursed. 
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• J. Bull. I am not much for tliat, at present ; v^'il 
settle it k)etweeB ourselves : fair and square, Nic. keeps 
frieods together. There have beea laid out iu this law- 
mit, at ooe time, 36000 pounds and 40000 crowns : in 
lopie cases I, in others you, bear the greatest propor- 
tion. 

Nic. Riglit : I pay three-fifths of the greatest niun- 
ber, and you pay two-tliirds of the lesser number ; I 
think this is fair and square, as you call it. 

JoBN. Well, go on. 

Nic. Two-thirds of 36000 pounds are 24000 pounds 
f^f your share, and there remains 12000 for mine. 
Again, of the 40000 crowns I .pay 24000, which is 
three-fifths, and you pay only 1.6000, which is two- 
fifths; 24000 crowns make 6000 pounds; and 16000 
Clowns make 4000 pounds; 12000 and 6000 make 
1800Q ; 24000 and 4000 make 28000. So there are 
UOOO pounds to my share of the expense, and 2800^ 
t» yours. 
.■< . . * 

[After Nic. had bamboozled John aiyhile about the 
18000 and the 28000, John called for counters ; but m hat 
viih slight of hand, and taking from his own score and 
adding to John's, Nic brought the balance always on his 
own side.] 

J. Bull. Nay, good friend Nic. though I am not 
quite so nimble in the fingers, I understand ciphering ag 
well as you. I will produce you my accompts one bj 
one, fairly writ out of my own books : and here I begin 
with the first. You must excuse me, if I don't pro- 
nounce the law terms right. 

M 2 
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[John readi.3 

For the expenses ordinary of the «iilt% fees to 
judges, puisBe judges, lawyers ioDumeraMe of d 

.sorts. 

Of Eztraordioaries, as follows per accompt. 

To Esquire South's accompt for Post termimims . 

To ditto for N^OD est fiictmns 

To ditto for Noli prosequis, IKseoDtiouanoe and Be 

traxit 

For Writs of error 

Suits of Couditioos uoperformed . . . > 

To Hocus for Dediiftus potestatem . 

To ditto for a Capias ad eomputaDduin 

To Frog's Dew tenants^ accompt to Hocus, for Auditi 

querelas 

Oo the said account for Writs of Ejectment and Bu 

triogas ..... 
To Esquire South's quota for a return of a Nod fH ii 

vent and Nulla habet bona 

To for a pardon mfdUhmpouperis 

To Jack for a Melius inquirendum upon a Felo de it 
To coach-hire «... 

For treats to juries and wftnesses 

John having read over his ^inicfes, with the Yespn 
tive sums, brought ih Frog diebtdt to. bhn opofe the In 
lance .... d3B2' 12 

Then Nic. Frog pulled his \^ oQt of his pocket, ad 
began to read: 
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Nicholas Frog's account. 

Remains to be deducted out of the former accouDt. 
Paid by Nic. Froj^ for hb share of the ordinary ezpeo' 

i&k of the suit • . . . 

To Hocus for entries of a Rege inconsulto 
To John Bull's nephew for a Venire facias, the monej 

not yet all laid out . • • 

The coach-hire for my urife and family, and the carriage 

of my goods during the time of this lawsuit 
For the extraordinary expenses of feeding my family 

during this lavsuit . • . ; 

To Major Ab. .... 

To Major Will. .... 

And summing all up, found due upon the balance by 
John Bull to Nic. Frog . . 00 04 06 

J. Bull. As for your Vcnure facias, I have paid you 
for one already ; in the other I believe you will be non- 
suited. Ill take care of my nephew myself. Your 
coach-hire and family charges are most unreasonable de- 
ductioos ; at tliat rate, I can luring in any man in the 
MoM my debtor. But who the devil are those two 
majorsi that consume all my money ? I find they alwaya 
run away wiih the balance iu all accompts. 

Nic. F&og. Two very honest gentlemen, I assure 
}ou, that have done me some service. To tell you / 
|ilain1y, Major Ab. denotes thy greater ability, and Ma- 
jor Will, thy greater willingness to carry on this law- 
ivuit. It was but reasonable that thou shouldst pay both 
ioi* thy power and thy positiveiiess. 

J. Bull. I believe I shall have those two honest ma- 
jors discount on my side in a little time. 

M 3 
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T^ic. Frog. Vfhy all this higgling with tliy frieod 
about such a paltry sum ? Does this become the gene- 
rosity of the ooble and rich Jobo Bull ? I wonder thon 
art not ashamed. O Hocus ! Hocus ! where art thou? 
It used to go another guise manner in thy time. Wbeo 
a poor man has almost undone himself for thy sake, thou 
art for fleecing him, and fleecing him : is that thy coa- 
science, John ? 

J. Bull. Very pleasant indeed ! It is well known 
thou retainest thy lawyers by the year, so a fresh law- 
suit adds but little to thy expenses; they are thy cust^ 
mcrs ; I hardly ever sell them a farthing's worlli of any 
thing : nay, thou hast set up an eating-house, where the 
whole tribe of them spend all they can rap or ran.* If 
it were well reckoned, I believe thou gettest more of my 
money, than thou spendest of thy own ; however, if thou 
wilt needs plead poverty, own, at least, that thy aecompti 
are false. 

Njc. Frog. No, marry, won^t I ; I refer myself to 
these honest gentlemen ; let them judge between us. 
Let Esquire South ppeak his mind, whether my accompis 
are not right, and whether we ought not to go oa with 
our lawsuit. 

J. Bull. Consult the butchers about keeping of lent. 
Dost think that John Bull will be tried by Piepowders ?t 
I tell you once for all, John Bull knows where his shoe 
pinches: none of your esquires sliall give him the law, 

* The money ipeot in HoUand and Flanders. H. 

f Coart of IHippowder {Curia pedis pulveriiaH) is a court of record, 
incident to ffrery foir ; whereof the slevard is judge, and tlie trial 
is by merfhantfl and traders in the fair. It is to called because it is 
xno.xt usoal in the summer ;. and because of the expedition in heario| 
causes j for the matter is to be done, complained of, heard, and deter-, 
mined the same day,, that i% befbre the dust goes off the feet of t&e- 
plaintiffi aud defiendaiiti. fJ. 
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as long as he weartf his trusty weapon bj hb side, or has 
an inch of broadcloth in hfs 8ho|>. 

Nic. Feog. Whj there it is; jou ifiII be both judge 
and party ; I am sorrj thou discoverest so much of thy 
headstrong humour before these strange gentlemen ; I 
have often told thee it would prove thy ruin some time 
or other ; iet it never be said that the famous John Bull 
has departed in despite of court. 

J. Bull. And will it not reflect as much on thy cha- 
racter, Xic, to turn barrator in thy old days : a stirrer 
up of quarrels among thy neighbours? I tell thee, Nic, 
ftHne time or other thou wilt repent tliis. 

[But John saw clearly he should have nothing but 
wrangling, and that he should have as little success in 
settling his accompts, as ending the composition. ^ Since 
they will needs overload my shoulders," quoth John, **I 
shall throw down the burden with a squash among them, 
take it up who dares ; a man has a fine time of it, among 
a combination of sharpers, that vouch for one another's 
honesty. John, look to thyself: old Lewis makes rea- 
sonable offers ; when thou hast spent the small pittance 
that is lellt, thou wilt make a glorious figure, when thou 
art brought to live upon Nic. Frog's and Esquire South's 
generosity and gratitude : if they use thee thus, when 
they want thee, what will they do^ when tliou wantest 
them ? I say again, John, look to thyself." 

John wisely stifled his resentment, and told the com- 
pany, that in a little tune he should give them law, or 
something better.] 

All. Law t law ! sir, by all means. What is twen- 
ty-two poor years toward the finishing a lawsuit ? For 
the love of God, more hw, sir !* 

"^ Cbmoursfor cootlmiibg the nvt , B. 
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J. Bull. Prepare your demaodi; how maaj] 
more of law do you want, thai I may order my a 
accordingly ? lo the mean whik^ farewell. 



CHAP. XVII. 

BOW JOHN BDLL POUHD ALL HIS FAMILY IH 

UFBQAB AT HOME.* 

Nic. Froo, who thought of nothing but carryiag 
to the market, and there disponng of him as hii 
IMToper goods, was mad to fiod that John thought hi 
now of age to look after his own affairs. He res 
to traverse this new project, and to make him unei 
his own family. He had corrupted or deluded m 
hb servants into the most extravagant conceits i 
world ; that tbeir master was run mad, and wore ^ 
ger in one pocket, and poison in the other ; that h 
sold his wife and children to Lewis, disinherited hii 
and was going to settle his estate upon a parish 
that if they did not look after their master, he i 
do some very mischievous thing. When John 
home, he found a more surprbing scene than any h 
yet met with, and that you will say was somewhi 
traordinary. 

He called his cook-maid Betty to bespeak bis di 
Betty lold him, ^ That she begged hb pardon, she 
not dress dinner, till she knew what he Litendcd 
with hb will." « Why, Betty," quoth John, • 
art not run mad, art thou ? My will at present b tc 
dinner." *' That may be," quoth Betty, «" but m^ 

^ Claoaoun about the danger of the wccevioD. B. 
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feieace won't allow me to dfeas it, till I know whether 
you ioteod to do righteous thiogi by joar heir ?*' ** I 
am sorry for that, Betty," quoth John, ** I must And 
somebody else then." Tliea he called John the barber. 
'' Before I begio," quoth Jolio, " I hope your honour 
wodU be offended, if I ask you whether you intend to 
alter your wUl ? If you won't glre me a positive answer, 
your beard may grown down to your middle^ for me.'* 
'* 'Igad, so it shall," quoth Bull, <* for I will never trust 
my throat in such a mad fellow's hands. Where's Dick 
the butler .^' ** Look ye," quoth Dick, "* I am very 
billing to serve you in my calling, d'ye see; but there 
are strange reports, and plain dealing is best, d'ye see ; 
I must be satisfied' if you intend to kave all to your 
nephew, and if Nic Frog is still your executor, d'ye see ; 
if you will not satlsff me as to these points, you may 
drink with the dnciu." *" And so I will," quoth John, 
<* rather than keep a butler that loves my heir better than 
myself." Hob, the shoemaker, and Pricket, the tailor, 
told him, ^ They would roost willingly serve him in 
their several stations, if he would promise them never to 
talk with Lewis Baboon, and let Nicholas Frog, linen- 
draper, manage his concerns, that they could neither 
make shoes nor clothes to any, that were not in good 
correspondence witb their worthy friend Nicholas." 

J. Bull. Call Andrew, my journeyman. How go 
aflfkirs, Andrew ? I hope the devil has not taken poEses: 
sion of thy body too. 

Amorsw. No, sir; I only desire to know what you 
would do if you were dead. 

J. Bvll. Just as other dead fotkB do, Andrew. This 
is amazing ! [Jsidc. 

Ai^REW. I mean if yotir nephew shall inherit your 
estate ? 
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J. BvLi.. That ilepeods upoa himself. I shall do 
nothing to hiDiIcr him. 

Anorbw. But will 70U make it sure ? 

J. fiuLL. Thou meanest, that I should put him in po8< 
sesuoo, for I can make it 00 surer nilhout that; he has 
all the law can give him. 

Andrew. Indeed, possession, as you say, would 
make it much surer ; tlie j say, it is eleven poiota of iha 
law. 

[John began now to think that they were all enchant- 
ed; he inquired about the age of the moon ; if Nic hid 
not given them some intoxicating potion, or if old mother 
Jeuisa waa still alive? ^ No, o' my faith," quoth Har- 
ryi ^ I believe there is no potion in the case, but a lit- 
tle aurmn potabile* You wiil have more of this bjr 
and by." He had scarce spoke the word, when another 
friend of John's accosted him aAer the following man* 
uer: 

" Since those worthy persons, who are as much con- 
cerned for your safety as I am, have employed roe as 
their orator, I desire to know whcilicr you will have it 
by way of syllogism, eiithymem, dilemma, or soiitee." 

John now began to be diverted with their extrava- 
gance.] 

J. Bull. Let's have a sorites by all means ; though 
they are all new to me. 

Friend. It is evident to all, who are versed in his- 
tory, that there were two sistere that played the whore 
two thousand years ago; therefore, it plainly follows 
that it is not lawful for John Bull to have any manner 
of intercourse with Lewis Baboon : if it is not lawful for 
John Bull to have any manner of iiitercourse (corres- 
pondcQce if you will, that is much the same thing) thcD, 
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kfartiari, it is much more unlawful for the said Jobo to 
make over bis wife and children to the said Lewis : if 
his wife and children are not to be made over, be is not 
to wear a dagger and ratsbane in his pockets : if he wears 
a dagger and ratsbane, it must be to do mischief to him- 
self or somebody else : If he intends to do mischief he 
ought to be under guardians, and there is none so fit as 
iDTBeir, and some other worthy persons, who have a com- 
nisnoo for that purpose from ^ic. Frog, the executor of 
his will and testament. 

J. Bull. And this is jour sorites, jon say ? With 
thit he snatched a good tough oaken cudgel, and began 
to brandish it ; then happy was the man that was first 
It the door: crowding to get out, they tumbled dowu 
Btiin; and it is credibly reported, some of them dropped 
▼eiy valuable things in the hurry, which were picked up 
bj odiers of the family. 

*That any of these rogues," quoth John, ^ should 
inngioe I am not as much concerned as they about 
litviDg my affairs in a settled condition, or that I would 
vnmg my heir for I know not what ! Well, Nic. I really 
cannot but applaud thy diligence ; I must own this i« 
really a pretty sort of a trick, but it shan't do thy bud* 
fm for all that.'' 
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UOW LBWU BABDOH CAMS TO TI8IT JOHH BULL^ iHD 
WHAT FAWBD BBTWEIH^ THEM.* 

[I tbiuk ii it but iageouooB to aequaiot the reader, 
that thb cliapter was not writtco by Sir Hiunphij 
hiiDiel( but by another very able pen of the UIuve^ 
fiity of Orub-atreet.] 

John had (by EOine good fautnictions giveo him by Sir 
Roger) got the better of hia choleric temper, and wroogbt 
UBuelf up to a great steadiocn of miud, to purme lui 
own interest through all inipedloieots that were throwa 
iQ the way : he began to leave off some of his old ae> 
quaintance, hb roaring and bullying about tlw straelf ; 
he put on a serioui air, knit his browf, and, for the tioKi 
had made a. very considerable progress in politics^ oonii* 
derlog that be had been kepi a strangor to hisrow^af- 
funk However, he could not help discoveriog sone 
remains of his nature, whea he happened: la meet with a 
football^ or a match at crkket; for which Sir Roger vai 
sure to take him to task. John was walkiaig about his 
room, with fofded arms, and a most thoughtful counte- 
nance : his servant brought him word, that one Lewis 
Baboon below wanted to speak with him, John had gU 
an impression, that Lewis was so deadly cunning a mai^ 
that he was afraid to venture himself alone with hiai : 
at last he took heart of grace : ^ Let him come ufs" 
quoth be^ ^ it is but sticking to my point, and he ci\p 
never overreach me.'' 

* Private negotiatJMi ab«at DunUrk. HF. 
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Ijswis 8aboon. Monsieur Bull, I win fntMy ac- 
knowledge, that my behaviour €» my neigbbows ha» 
been someidiM uncivil, and I beliere yoa will readily 
grant me, that I have met with usage aecordinglyT I 
was fond of badEtword and cudgelplay from* ny youth, 
and I now bear in my body many a black and blue gasb 
and scar, God knows. I bad as good a waMhooM^ and 
tt fair poBsesdiooS) as any of my neighbours^ though I 
say it; but a contentious temper, flattering servanIS) and 
unibrtunato stars, have brought me islo circumatanees 
that are not unknown to you. These my misfortunev 
are heighte«ed by domestic calamitietf. That t need 
lot relate* I am a poor battered old fellow, and I would 
willingly end my days in peace : but, alas*! I- see bat 
small hopes of that; for every new ciicumstance uflMb 
an argument to my enemies, to pursue their revenge; 
formerly I was to be banged, because I was too sCroug, 
and now because I am too weak to resist: I am^to be 
brought down when too rich, and oppressed when too 
poor. NU%. Frog has used- me Uke « soouodpsh you 
are a gentleman, and I freely put mysdf in your hands^ 
to dispose of roe ses yo« tliiufc fit. 

J. Bui^L. Look you, master Baboon, as to your usage 
of your neiglibourg) you bad best not dweU too nuich 
upon that chapter; lei it suffice al present, that you 
have been met with ; you have boen rolling a great atone 
up hill all your life, and at last it has come tomUiog 
down, till it is like to crush you to pieces : plaitt deal- 
ing is best. If you have any particular mark, Mr. Ba« 
ixNNi, whereby one may know when you fib, and wbea 
you speak truth, you had best tell it me, diat ono mmf 
proceed accordingly; but since at present I know of 
none such, it is better that you should trust me, then 
that I shall trust you. 
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£#. Baboov. I know of no particular mark of ' 
city among us tradesmen, but interest; and it is i 
festly oiioe not to deceive you at tills time ; you 
safely trust me, I can assure you. 

J. Bull. Tbe trust I give is In short this; I 
have something in band, before I make tbe bargain 
the rest before it is concluded, 

L. Baeoon. To slioir you I deal fairly, name 
something.. 

J. Bull. I need not tell you, old boy; thou 
guess. 

L. Baboon. Ecclesdown castle,* I'll warrant 
bf cause it has been formerly in your family ! Sa 
more, you shall have it. 

J. Bull. I shall have it to m^own self? 

L. Baboon. To tliy n'own self? 

J. Bull. Every wall, gate, room, and inch of £< 
down castle, you say ? 

li. Baboon. Just so. 

J. Bull. Every single stone of Ecclesdown ci 
to m'owD self, speedily ? 

L. Baboon. When you please ; what needs 
words? 

J. Bull. But tell roe, old boy, hast thou laid i 
all thy equivocals and mentals in this case ? 

L. Baboon. Therc^s nothing like matter of fact: 
ing is believing. 

J. Bull. Now thou talkest to the purpose ; h 
shake hands, ol<l boy. Let me ask thee one t 
tion more: What hast thou to do, to meddle 
the affainB of my family ? to dispose of my estate, 
boy? 

^ Dunkirk... 
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L. Baboon. Jiist is niach as jou have to do with 
the afTaire of Lord Stnitt. 

J. Bull. Ay, but my trade, mj very being was con- 
cerned Id that. 

L. Baboon. Aod my interest was concerned in the 
other : but let us both drop our pretences ; for I believe 
it is a moot point, whether I am more lilLely to make a 
master Bull, or you a Lord Strutt. 

J. Bull. Agreed, old boy ; but then I must have se- 
curity, that I shall carry my broad cloth to mariiet, old 
boy. 

L. Baboon. That you shall : Ecclesdown castle ! 
Ecclesdown! remember that: why would'st thou not 
take it, when it was offered Uiee some years ago? ^ 

J. Bull. I would not take it, because they told me 
thou would'st not give it me. 

L. Baboon. How could monsieur Bull be so grossly 
abused by downright nonsense ? they that advised yoH 
to refuse, must have believed I intended to give, else 
why would they not make the experiment ? but I can 
tell you more of that matter than perhaps you know at 
present. 

J. Bull. But what say'st thou as to the esquire, 
Nic. Frog, and the rest of the tradesmen ? I must take 
care of them. 

L. Baboon. Thou hast but small obligations to Nic. 
to my certain knowledge : he has not used thee like t 
gentleman. 

J. Bull. Nic. indeed is not very nice in your pune- 
tilios of ceremony ; he is clownish, as a man may say : 
belching and calling of names have been allowed him, 
timeout of mind, by prescription: but, however, we 
are engaged in one common cause, and I must look af- 
ter him. 
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L. BiiB06N« AH fliaUeiB that relate to him, nod the 
rest of the plaioUffs in this lawsuit, I will refer to foih 
jiMUce* 



CHAP. XIX. 

MIG. FBO«|'b LBTTKB TO ^OHN BULL; WHEREIN HE SK- 
DXATOVBB TO VINDICATE ALL HIS CONDUCT, WITH 
RELATION TO JOHN BULL AND THE LAWSITIT. 

Nic perceived now that his cully had eloped, that 
John ioteaded liencefortii to deal without a broker; bat 
be was resolved to leave no Btone unturned to recover 
his bubble : among other artifices^ he wrote a most ob- 
liging letter, which be sent him printed in a fair dn* 
racter. 

''DEAR FRIEND,^ 

^ When I considered the late ill usaj^e I have met 
with from you, I was reflecting what it was that couM 
provoke you to it, but upon a nari-ow inspection into nj 
conduct, I can find nothing to reproach myself with, but 
too partial a concern for your interest. You no sooner 
aet this coni^iesition afoot, but I was ready to complj, 
and prevented your very wishes; and the ^ITalr miglrt 
have been ended before now, had it not been for the 
freater concerns of Esquhre South, and the other poor 
creatures embarked in the same common cause, wiMe 
safety touches roe to tlie quick. You seemerl a little 
jealous, that I had dealt unfairly with you in noney- 
■latten^ till it appeared by your own accounts, that 

* SubsUnce of the SUles letter. H. 
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ihere was somelhiog due to me upoa the batanee. Ha- 
Tlug nothing to anawer to ao plain a demonstration," yoii 
began to complain, as if I had been familiar with jour 
reputation; when it is well known, not only J, but the 
meanest servants in my family, talk of you with the ut- 
most respect. I have always, as far as in me lies, ex- 
horted your servants and tenants to be dutiful : not that 
I any way meddle in your domestic affairs, which were 
very unbecoming for me to da If some of your ser- 
vants express thek great cooccm for you. In a mannei 
that is not so very polite, you ought to impute It to their 
extraordinary zeal, which deserves a reward ratber than 
a reproof. You cannot reproach me for want of suc- 
cess at the Salutation, since I am not master of the pas- 
sions and interests of other folks. I have beggared 
myself with this lawsuit, undertaken merely in com- 
plabance to you ; and if you would have bad but a lit- 
tle patience, I had still greater things in reserve, that 
I intended to have done for you. I Lope, what I have 
said will prevail with you to lay aside your unreasona- 
ble jealousies, and that we may have no more meetings 
aft the Salutation, spending our time and money to no 
purpose. My concern for your welfare and prosperity 
ahnoit makes me mad. Yoa may be assured I will con- 
tinue to be 

Your aflfecttonate friend and servant, 

NIC. FKOG." 

Jobn received this with a good deal of mu^- frmd : 
ffVaaMf, quotli John, cum casUria crrmbus. Ue was 
now at his ease ; he saw he could now make a veiy 
good bargain for himself, and a very safe one for other 
folks. "* My shirt," quoth he, ^ is near me, but my 
skin is nearer : while I take care' of the welfare of other 
folks, nobody can blame me to apply a Ualft \a^^^N!^ 
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m7 own eores. It's a pcettj thing, after all, for a nai 
to do bU own businen ; a man has auch a tender god- 
cem for himselC there*8 nothing like it This is soiik- 
thing better, I trow, than for John Bull to be BtandinjiB 
the market, like a great dray-horse, with Frog's pan 
upon bis head. What will you give me for this beast ? 
Servileur Nic. Frog, you may kiss ray backside if yon 
please. Though John Bull has not read your Aristo- 
tles, Platoes, and Machiavels, he can see as far into a 
milktone as another.'' With that John began to chuckle 
and laugh, till be was like to have burst his sides. 



i 



CHAP. XX. 

IHK DISCOUBBK* THAT PASSED BSTWEEN Nia VXOG 
AND ESaUIRB SOVTH, WHICH JOHN BULL OTB- 
HEABD. 

m 

John thought every minute a year, till he got ioti 
EcdesdowQ castle ; he repairs to the Salutation, with i 
design to break the matter gently to his partners ; befoie 
he entered, he overheard Nic and the esquire in a verj 
pleasant conference. 

Esq. South. O the ingratitude and iojuatice of mao- 
kind ! that John Bull, whom I have honoured witb mj 
fiiendship and protection so long, should flinch at last, 
and pretend that he can disburse no more money forisel 
that the family of the Southsi by his 8ueakii% teaper, 
diould be kept out of their own ! 



* N^otiatioD between the enperor and the Dutch, for ecMitiafliBt 
<he war, and getting the properiy of Flanders. H. j 
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Nic. Frog. Ad'I like your worship, I am in amaze 
at it; I thiok the rogue should be compelled to his 
duty. 

Esq. South. That he should prefer his scandalous 
pel( the dust and dregs of the earth, to the prosperity 
and grandeur of my family ! 

Nic. Frog. Nay, he is mistaken there too ; for he 
would quickly lick himself whole again by his vales. 
It's strange he should prefer Philip Baboon's custom to 
esquire South's. 

Esa. South. As you say, that my clothier, that is to 
fet so much by the purchase, should refuse to put me in 
possession ; did you ever know any man's tradesmen 
serve him so before ? 

Nic. Frog. No, indeed, an't please your worship^it 
is a very unusual proceeding ; and I would not have 
been guilty of it for the world. If your honour had 
Dot a great stock of moderation and patience, you would 
Hot bear it so well as you do. 

£sa. South. It is most intolerable, that's certain, 
jBilc. and I will be revenged. 

Nic. Frog. Methinks it is strange, that Philip Ba^ 
boon^s tenants do not all take your lionour's part, consi* 
dering how good and gentle a master you arc. 

Esq. South. True, Nic. but few are sensible of merit 
Sa this world : it is a great comfort to have so faithful a 
friend as thyself in so critical a juncture. 

Nic. Frog. If all the world should forsake you, be 
Bffured Nic. Frog never will ; let us stick to our point, 
and we'll manage Bull, I'll warrant ye. 

Esq. South. Let me kiss thee, dear Nic. ; I have 
found one honest man among a thousand at last. 

Nic Frog. If it were possible, your honour has it 
in your power to wed me still closer to your interest. 
Esq. South. Tell me quickly^ dear l^\c, 

VOL. XSIIt, N 
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Kic. Frog. You know I am your tenaot ; tlie dif- 
fereDce between mj lease and an inheritance is sucb a 
trifle, as I am sure you will not grurlge your poor friend ; 
that will be an encouragement to go on ; besides, it inll 
make Bull as mad as the devil : you and I shall be able 
to manage him then to some purpose. • 

Esq. South. Say no more, it shall be done, Nic to 
thy heart's content. 

John all this while was listening to this comical dia- 
logue, and laughed heartily in his sleeve at the pride and 
simplicity of the esquire, and the sly roguery of bis 
friend Nic. Then of a sudden bolting into the room, 
he began to tell them, that he believed he had brougiit 
Lewis i% reasonable terms, if they would please to hear 
them. 

Then they all bawlM out aloud, ^ No compositioo, 
long live esquire South and the law !" As John vm 
going to proceed, some roared, some stamped with their 
feet, others stopped their ears with their fingers. 

Nay, gentlemen, quoth John, if you will but stop pro- 
ceeding a while, you shall judge yourselves whether 
Lewis's* proposals are reasonable. 

All. Very fine indeed, stop proceeding, and so lose 
a term. 

J. Bull. Not so neitlier, we have something by way 
of advance, he will put us in possession of his manor and I 
castle of Ecclesdown. 

Nic. Frog. What dost thou talk of us, thou meaaest 
thyself. 

J. Bull. When Frog took possession of any thio^it 
was always said to be for us, and why may not John 
Bull be us, as well as Nic. Frog was us ? I hope Joba 
Bull is no more confined to singulaiity than Nic. Frog 

* Proposals for cessation of armS) aad ddivtry of Dunkirk. H- I 
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or, take it so, the coDstant doctrine, that thou hast 
preached up for many years, was, that Thou and I are 
Ooe ; and why must we foe supposed Two io this case, 
that were always One before ? It's impossible that 
Thou and I can fall out, Nic. ; we must trust one ano- 
ther ; I have trusted thee with a great many things, 
prithee trust me witli this one trifle. 

Nic. Frog. That principle is true in the main, but 
there is some speciality in this case, that makes it high- 
ly inconvenient for us both. 

J. Bull. Those are your jealousies, that the com- 
mon enemies sow between us ; how often hast thou 
warned me of those rogues, Nic. that would make us 
mistrustful of one another ? 

Nic. Frog. This Ecclesdown castle is only a bone 
of contention. 

J. BuLi.. It depends upon you to make it so, for my 
part I am as peaceable as a lamb. 

jS'iG. Frog. But do you consider the unwholesome- 
ness of the air and soil, the expenses of reparations 
and servants ? I would scorn to accept of such a quag- 
mire. 

J. Bull. You are a great man, Nic. but in my cir- 
cumstances, I must be e'en content to take it as it is. 

Nic. Frog. And you are really so silly as to believe 
the old cheating rogue will give it you ? 

J. Bull. I believe nothing but matter of fact, I stand 
and fall by that, I am resolved to put him to it. 

Nic. Frog. And so relinquish the hopefullest cause 
in the world, a claim that will certainly, in the end, 
make thy fortune forever. 

. J. Bull. Wilt tliou purchase it, Nic. ? thou shalt 
have a lumping pennyworth ; nay, rather than we 
should differ, I'll give thee something to take it off my 
hands. 
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Nic. Froo. If thou wouUrst but mcxkratc thathasl 
impatient temper of thine, thoii should^st quickly see 
better thing than all that. What sliould^st thou tbio 
to find old Lewis turned out of his pateioal estates, an 
the mansion-house of Claypool ?"* Would not that <l 
thy heart good, to see thy old friend Nic, Frog, Loi 
Claypool ?^ tliat thou and thy wife and children shoal 
iralk in my gardens, buy toys, drink lemonade, and nr 
and then we slioiild have a country dance. 

J. Bull. I love to be plain, I'd as lieve see mpe 
in Ecclesdown castle, as thee in Claypool. I tell yv 
again, Lewis gives ibis as a pledge of his sincerity : i 
you wouH stop proceeding to hear him, I will. 



CHAP. XXI. 

THE REST OF NIC*S FETCHES TO KEEP JOHN OUT O: 

ECCLESDOWN CASTLE.f 

When Nic. could not dissuade John by argnmeni 
lie tried to move his pity ; he pretended to be sickaiv 
like to die, that he should leave his wife and chiMitoi 
a starving condition, if John did abandon him ; that b 
was hardly able to crawl about the room, far less capf 
ble to look after such a troublesome business as thb lav 
suit, and therefore begged that his good friend irari 
not leave him. When he saw that John was stiH ioexc 
rable, he pulled out a case-knife ; with which he use 
to snick and suee, and threatened to cut his own tfaros 
Tlirice be aimed the knife to his windpide with a mo! 

•Claypool; Paris; Lutetta, H. 

f Attempts to hinder the cessation, and taking possession of Da 
Ijrk. IT. 
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detenDined threateuiog air. ^ What signifies life," 
quoth he, ' ' ia this laDguisbing condition ? It vill be 
«ome pleasure, that my frieuds will revenge my death 
upon tills barbarous man, that has been the cause of it" 
All this while John looked sedate and calm, neither 
offering in the least to snatch the knife, nor stop his 
blow, trusting to the tenderness Nic. had for his own 
penoa : when he perceived tliat John was immoyable in 
his piirpoaei he applied liimself to Lewis. 
. ^ Alt thou.'' Quotb he, ** turned bubble iu thy old 
age, from beuig a sharper in thj youth ? What occaeioa 
bast tliou to give up Ecclcsdowu castle to John Bull ? 
his frieurlship is not woith a rush ; give it me, and 111 
make it worth thj while. If thou dislikest tliat propo- 
sition, keep it thyself ; Vd rather thou sbould'st have 
it than he. If thou hearkenest not to my advice, take 
what follows ; Esquire South and I will go oo with our 
lawsuit ill spite of John Bull's teeth.*' 

Lf. Bjlboon. Monsieur Bull has used me like a gen* 
tleman, and I am resolved to make good my promise, 
and trust him for the consequences. 

T9ic. Frog. Then I tell thee thou art an old doting 
Ibol. With that, Nic. bounced up with a spring equal 
to that of one of your nimblest tumblers or ropedaocen, 
and fell foul upon John Bull, to snatch the cudgel* he 
had in his haml, that he might thwack Lewis with it : 
John held it fast, so that there was no wrenching it from 
him. At last 'squire South buckled to, to assist his 
friend Nic. : John hauled on one side, and they two 
ou the other ; sometimes they yiere like to pull John 
over; then it went all of a sudden again on John's side ; 
BO they went see-sawing up and down, fi'oro one end of 
the room to the other. Down tumbled the tables, bot- 

« The Army. H, 
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ties, glasses, and tobacco-pipes : the wiue and the tobac: 
CO urere almost trod under foot, till more of the trades- 
men, joioiDf with Nic. aod the 'squire, John was hardlj 
able to pull against them all, yet would he never quit 
liold of his trusty cudgel : which, by the contrary force 
of two so great powers, broke short in liis bands.* r^ie. 
seized the longer end, and with it began to bastinado old 
Lewis, who had slunk into a corner, waiting the eyent 
of this squabble. Nic. came up to him with ao insoleot 
menacing air, fo that the old fellow ]BAft.£ruBOA«i i««kuid« 
oul of tlie room, and retue behind t dungcart. He 
called to Nic : *' Thou insolent jackanapes ! Time was 
when thou durst not have used me so : thou now takeit 
me unprovided ; but, old and infirm as I am, I shall 
find a weapon, by and by, to chastise tfiy impudence." 

When John Bull liad recovered his breath, he began 
to parley with P7ic : '' Friend Nic. I am glad to find 
ihee so strong, after thy great complaints : really thy 
motions, Nic. are pretty vigorous for a consumptive 
roan. As for thy worldly affairs, Nic. if it can do thee 
any service, I freely make over to thee this profitable 
Jawsuit, and I desire all these gentlemen to bear witnesk 
to this my act and deed. Yours be all the gain, as mine 
has been the charges ; I have brought it to bear finely : 
however, all I have laid out upon it goes for nothing: 
thou shalt have it with all its appurtenances; I ask no- 
thing but leave to go home." 

Nic. Frog. The counsel are feed, and all things pre^ 
pared for a trial ; thou shalt be forced to stand the issue : 
it shall be pleaded in thy name as well as mine : go 
home if thou canst ; the gates are shut, the turnpikes 
locked, and the roads banicadoed.f 

• The separation of the army. H. 

t Difficulty of the march of part of the ajmy to Dunkirk-. H. 
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J. Bull. Even these very Trays, Nic. that thou 
toldest me were as open to me as thyself ? If I can't 
pass with my own equipage, what can I expect^ for my 
goods and waggons ? I am denied passage througli 
those Tery grounds, that I have piurchased with my own 
money : however, I am glad I have made the experi- 
ment, it may serve me in some stead. 

[John Bull was so overjoyed that he was going i6 
take possession of Ecclesdowo, that nothing could vex 
him. ^ Nic.". quoth he, ** I am just a going to leave 
thee ; cast a kind look upon me at parting." 

I^ic looked sour and gruro, and would not open his 
mouth.] 

J. Bull. I wish thee all the success that thy heart 
can desire, and that these honest gentlemen of the long 
robe may have their belly-full of law. 

[Nic. could stand it no longer ; but flung Out of the 
room with disdain, and beckoned the lawyers to follow 
him.] 

J. Bull. B'uy, b'uy, Nic; not one poor smil^e 
at parting ? won't you shake your day-day, Nic. ? 
b^uy, Nic. — With that, John marched out of the com- 
mon road, 'cross the country, to take possession of £c« 
clesdown. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

OP THE GREAT JOT THAT JOHN EXPRESSED WBt' 
HE GOT POSSESSION OF ECCLESDOWN.^ 

When Jobu had got into his castle, he seemed Hke 
Ulysses upoD his plank after he had been well somed in 
salt water : who (as Homer sajs) was as glad as a Jadge 
going to sit down to dinner, after bearing a long cause 
upon the bench. I dare say John Bull's ^7 was equal 
to that of either of the two ; he skipped from room to 
room ; ran up stairs and down stairs, from the kitcheo to 
the garrets, and from the garrets to the kitchen; be 
peeped into every cranny ; sometimes he admired the 
beauty of the arcliitecture, and the vast solidity of the 
mason's irork ; at other times he commended the iBymme- 
try and proportion of the rooms. He walked alxmt the 
gardens ; he bathed himself in the canal, 8wimmiog> 
diving, and beating the liquid element, like a milkvhite 
swan. The hall resounded with the sprigh'.ly vioDn 
and the martial hautboy. The family tript it about and 
capered, like hailstones bounding from a marble floor. 
Wioe^ ale, and October flew about as plentifully as ken- 
nel-water : then a frolic took John in the head to call up 
some of I^ic. Frog's pensioners, that had been so mutin- 
ous in his family. 

J. Bull. Ai*e you glad to see your master in £ccle»> 
down castle ? 

All. Yes, indeed, sir. 

J. Bull. Extremely glad ? 

All. Extremely glad, sir. 

* Dunkirk. B. 
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J. Bull. Swear to me, that you are so. 

Theo they began to damn aod siok their souls to the 
lowest pit of hell, if any person in the world rejoiced 
more than they did. 

J. Bull. Now hang me, if I doo't believe you are 
a parcel of perjured rascals; however, take this bumper 
of October to your master's health. 

Then John got upon the battlements^ and, looking 
over, he called to Nic Frog : 

^ How d'ye do^ Nic. ? D^e see whare I am, Nic. ? 
I hope the cause goes ou swimmiagly, Nic When 
dost thou intend to go to Claypod, Nic ? Wilt thou 
buy there some high heads of the newest cut for my 
daughters ? How comest thou to go with thy arm tied 
up ? Has old Lewis given thee a r»p over thy finger's- 
eods ? Thy weapon was a good one, when I wielded 
it, but the buttend remains in my bauds. I am so busy 
in packing up my goods, that I have no time to talk 
with thee any longer. It would do thy heart good to 
see what waggon-loads I am preparing for market. If; 
tbou wantest any good office of mine, for all that has^ 
happened, I will use thee well, Nic. B'uy, Nic." 
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It has been disputed amoog the literati of Grab- 
street whether Sir Humphry proceeded an j farther into 
the history of John Bull. By diligent inquiry we bare 
found the titles of some chapters, which appear to be a 
continuation of it ; and are as follow : 

Chap. I. How John was made angry with the articled 
of agreement. How he kicked the parchment tbrougii 
the house, up stairs and down stairs, and put himfldf 
in a great heat thereby. 

Chap. IT. How in his passion he was going to cut off 
Sir Roger's head with a cleaver. Of the strange man- 
ner of Sir Roger's escaping the blow, by laying his 
head upon the dresser. 

Chap. III. How some of John's servants attempted to 
scale his house with rope-ladders; and how many un- 
fortunately dangled in the same. 

Chap.- IV. Of the methods by which John endeavoured 
to preserve peace among his neighbours: how he 
kept a pair of steelyards to weigh them ; and by diet, 
purging, vomiting, and bleeding, tried to iNring thsm 
to equal bulk and streogth. 

Chap. V. Of false accounts of the weights given in by 
some of the journeymen ; and of the New-market 
tricks that were practised at the steelyards. 

Chap. VI. How John's new journeymen brought liim 
ofher-guigc accounts of the steelyards. 
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Ciiap. VII. How Sir Swain Nortbji* was, by bleeding, 
purging, and a steel diet, brought into a consumption ; 
and Imw John was forced afterward to gi^e him the 
gold cordial. 

Chap. VIII. How Peter Bearf was over fed, and after« 
ward refused to submit to the course of physic 

Chap. IX. How John pampered Esquire South with 
titbits, till he grew wanton ; how he got drunk with 
Calabrian wine, and longed for Sicilian beef, and how 
John carried him thither in his barge. 

Chap. X. How the esquhre, from a foul feeder, grew 
dainty : how he longed for mangoes, spices, and In- 
dian birdsnests, &c. and could not sleep but in a 
chintz bed. 

Chap. XI. The esquire turned tradesman; how he set 
up a China-shopI over against Nic Frog. 

Chap XII. How he procured Spanish flies to blister his 
neighbours, and as a provocative to himself. As 
likewise how he ravished Nic Frog's favourite daugh- 
ter. 

Chap. XIII. How Nic Frog hearing the girl squeak, 
went to call John Bull as a constable : calling of a 
constable no preventive of a rape. 

Chap. XIV. How John rose out of his bed in a cold 
morning to prevent a duel between Esquire South 
and Lord Strutt ; how, to his great surprise^ be found 
the combatants drinking geneva in a brandj-shop, with 
Nic's favourite daughter between them. How they 
both fell upon John, so that he was forced to fight his 
way out. 

Chap. XV. How John came with his constable's staff to 
rescue Nic's daughter, and break the esquire's China, 
ware. 

* Kiog of Sweden. H. f Cnv otMuKOvy, H. 

The Ostend Company. H. 
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Ciitp» XT! • Commeotavj upeii the Spt&isti pcoveib, 
** Tine tod I against any Two;^ <Mr ad^ce to dog- 
matical politiciaiM) exemplified in seme oew afiiun 
between John Bull and Lewis Baboon. 

Chap. XVII. A diwourse of the delightlU game of 
quadritte. How Lewis Baboon attempted to play a 
game solo in clubsy and was boasted: how John called 
Lewis for his king, and was afraid that his own part- 
ner should have too many tricks : and liow the suc- 
cess and skill of quadrille depends upon calling a right 
king. 
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FBOPOSALS FOR FRINTING 



VERY CURIOUS DISCOURSE 

XVTITLS9 
"FETAOAOriA nOAITIKH; 

OK, 

THE ART OF POLITICAL LYING. 



There is now ia the press, a curious piece, entitled, 
'^tvl%x»yU n«Airix9} 3 or. The Art of Political hji^ : 
coDsistiog of two yolumes in quarto. 

The PROPOSALS are, 

I. That if the author meets with suitable encourage- 
ment, he intends to deliver the first Tolume to the sub^ 
scribers by Hilaiy Term next. 

II. The price of both volumes will be, to Jhe sub* 
scribers, fourteen shillings, seven whereof are to be paid 
down, and the other seven at the delivery of the second 
volume. 

III. Those that subscribe for six, shall have a seventh 
gratis ; which reduces the price to less thao six shillings 
a volume. 
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IV. That the subficribera shall have their names and 
places of abode printed at length. 

For the encouragement of so useful a work, it is tliought 
fit the public should be informed of the contents of the 
first volume, by one who has with great care perused 
the manuscript* 

* ** Arbutbnot hat tent me, from Windior, a pretty JHteouru vfon 
Ljfbng; and I have ordered the printer to come for it. It is a PropO' 
sal for pablishiog a carious piece, called, 7%€ Jri qfPoKHed LyUig^ 
Ml too Ftfltimei, dec. and then there is an abstract of the first volunie, 
jast like those pamphlets, which thej caU ** 7^ Works ^the Leam- 
td,'^ Journal to Stella, Oct 9, 1712. 

" The pamphlet of PoHHcal Lying in written by Dr. Arbutbnot, the 
aathor of John BuU. It is very pretty, bat not s« obvious to be 
underikMd.*^ Ibid. Dec 12. J9. 
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THE ART 



OF 



POLITICAL LYING. 



The author, ia his preface, makes some very judi- 
cious reflections upon tlie original of arts and sciences : 
that at first they consist of scattered theorems and prac- 
tices, iirhich are handed about among the masters, and 
only revealed to the fiUi artis^ till such time as some 
great genius appears, >Tho collects these disjointed pro*^ 
positions, and reduces them into a regular system. That 
this is the case of that noble and useful art of Political 
Lying, ivhich in this last age, having been enriched ivith 
several new discoveries, ought not to lie any longer in 
rubbish and confusion, but may justly claim a place in 
the Encyclopaedia, especially such as serves for a model 
of education for an able politician. That he proposes 
to himself no small stock of fame in future ages, in being 
the first who has undertaken this design ; and for the 
same reason he hopes the imperfection of bis work will 
be excused. He invites all persons who have any ta- 
lents that way, or any new discovery, to communicate 
their thoughts, assuring them that honourable mention 
shall be made of them in his work. 

The FIRST VOLUME consists of eleven chapters. 

In the first chapter of his excellent treatise, he rea- 
sons philosophically concerning the u^lIvix^ ^^>SafcVi>a\. 
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of mao, and those qaalitiet whkb render it siucepl&le 
of lies. He supposes the soul to be of the nature of a 
plano-cjliodricai speGulum, or looking-glass ; that the 
plain side was made by God Almightj, but that the 
devil afterward wrought the other side into a cylindri- 
cal figure. The plain side represents objects just as thej 
are; and the cylindrical side^ by the rules of catoptrics 
must needs represent true objects false, and false objects 
true : but tiie cylindrical side being much the laiger w^ 
face, takes in a greater compass of yisual rays. That 
upon the cylindrical side of the soul of man depends the 
whole art and success of political lying. The author, hi 
this chapter, proceeds to reason upon the qualities of 
the mind, as its peculiar fondness of the malicious and 
the miraculous. The tendency of the soul toward the 
malicious, springs from self-love, cht a pleasure to find 
mankind more wicked, base, or unfortunate, than our- 
selves. The design of the miraculous proceeds from 
the inactivity of the soul, or its incapacity to be moved 
or delighted with any thing that is vulgar or common. 
The author having established the qualities of the wild, 
apoB which his art is founded, he proceeds, 

In bis second chapter, to treat of the nature of politi- 
cal lying ; which he defines to be, ** the art of convioe- 
ing the people of salutary falsehoods, for some good end." 
He calls it an art, to distinguish from that of telling tnitb, 
which does not seem to want art ; but then he would have 
this understood only as to the invention, because there is 
indeed more art necessary to convince the people of a sa- 
lutary truth than a salutary falsehood. Then he proceeds 
to prove, that there are salutary falsehoods, of which he 
gives a great many instances, both before and after the 
revolution ; and demonstrates plainly, that we could not 
have carried on the war so long without several of those 
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salutary falsehoods. He gives rules to calculate the 
value of a political lie. Id pounds, sliilliogs, and pence. 
By good, he does not mean thai which is ahsolutely so, 
but what appears so to the artist, which is a sufficient 
ground for him to proceed upon ; and he distinguishes 
the goody as it commonly is, into bonmn utile^ dulce^ H 
hm$9lum. He shows you that there are political lies 
of a mixed nature, which include all the three in diffe- 
rent respects : that the utile reigns generally about the 
Bzcbange, the dulce and hanestum at the Westminster 
^d of the town. One man spreads a lie to sell or buy 
stock to greater advantage ; a second, because it is ho* 
oouFable to serve his party ; and a third, because it is 
sweet to gratify his revenge. Having explained the se* 
vera! terms of his definition, he proceeds, 

In bis thkd chapter, to treat of the lawfulness of poli* 
tical lying ; which he deduces from its true and genuine 
principles, by inquiring into the several rights that man- 
kind have to truth. He ^lows that people have a right 
to private truth from their neighbours, and economical 
truth from their own family ; that they should not be 
abused by their wives, children, and servants ; but that 
they have no right at all to political truth ; that the peo- 
ple may as well all pretend to be lords of manors, mid 
possess great estates, as to have truth told jtiiem in mat* 
ters of government. Tbo author, with great judgment, 
states the several shares of mankind in this matter of 
truth, according to their several capacities, dignities, 
and professioDs; and shows you, that children have 
hardly any share at all ; in consequence of which, 
they have very seldom any truth told them. It must 
be owned, that the author, in this chapter, has some 
seeming difficulties to answer, and texts of Scripture to 
explain. 
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additory : that nrhen one ascribes aoj tlung to a penmi, 
which does oot belong to him, the lie ought to be calcu- 
lated not quite contradictory to his known qualities : for 
example, one would not make the French king present 
at a protestant cooTeniicle ; nor, like Queen Elizabetb, 
restore the orerphis of taxes to his subjects. One would 
not Iniog in the emperor giving two months pay in ad* 
▼ance to hit troope; nor the Dutch paying more than 
their quota. One would not make the same person 
BCalouB for a standing army, aikI public liberty \ nor aa 
atheist support the church; nor a lewd fellow a reformer 
of manners ; nor a lioi-headcd, crack-brained coxcomb 
forward for a scheme of moderation. But, if it is abso- 
lutely oecesaary that a person is to have some good ad- 
ventitious quality given him, the autiior's precept is, that 
it should not be done at first in extreme gradu. For 
example ; tliey should not make a covetous man give 
away, all at once, five thousand pounds in a charitable, 
generous way ; twenty or thirty pounds may suffice at 
first They should not introduce a person of remarka- 
ble ingratitude to his benefactors, rewarding a poor man 
for some good office that was done him tliirty years ago: 
but they may allow him to acknowledge a service to a 
person, who is capable still to do him another. A man, 
whose personal courage is suspected, is not at first (0 
drive whole squadrons before him : but he may be al- 
lowed the merit of some squabble, or throwing a boitfe 
at his adversary's head. 

It will not be allowed to make a great man, that is a 
known despiser of religion, spend whole days in his 
closet at his devotion ; but you may with safety make 
him sit out public prayers with decency. A great mao, 
who has never been known willingly to pay a just debt 
ought not, all of a sudden, to be introduced making 
restitution of iVKMisaiida \ift Vna ^^\»\\ V\ ii suffice at 
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first to pay twenty pounds to a friend, who lias lost bis 
note. 

Ue lays down the same rules in the detractory or de- 
famatory kind ; that they should not be quite opposite to 
the qualities the persons are supposed to have. Thus 
it will not be found according to the sound rules of 
pscudology, to report of a pious and religious prince, that 
he neglects his devotion, and would introduce hei'esy ; 
but you may report of a merciful prince, that he has 
pardoned a criminal, who did not deserve it. You will 
he unsuccessful, if you give out of a great man, who is 
remarkable for his frugality for the public, that he squan- 
ders away the nation's money ; but you may safely re- 
late that he hoards it : you must not affirm he took a 
bribe, but you may freely censure him for being tardy 
in his payments : because, though neither may be true, 
yet the last is credible, the first not. Of an op^n-heart- 
ed, generous minister, you are not to say, that he was in 
an intrigue to betray his country ; but you may affirm, 
with some probability, that he was in an intrigue with « 
lady. He warns all practitioners to take good heed to 
these precepts; for want of which, many of their lies 
of late have fu^ved abortive or sliort lived. 

In the sixth chapter, he treats of the miraculous ; by 
which he understands any thing that exceeds the com- 
mon degrees of probability. In respect to the people, it 
is divided into two sorts, the ro ^Cifov or the ro ^fisn^ts, 
terrifying lies, and animating or encouraging lies ; both 
being extremely useful on their proper occasions. Con- 
cerning the TO ^•Qip^v he gives several rules ; one of 
which is, that terrible objects sliould not be too fre- 
quently shown to the people, lest they grow familiar. 
He says, it is absolutely necessary that the people of 
England should be frighted with the French king and 
the pretender once a year; bat \\ialV\\^>aevc%^^>aN^^(^ 
cbaiaed up again till that Ume Vw^^wwsoJ\!i% 't>»^ 
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want of observing this, so necessary a precept, in bnog- 
ing out the raw head and bloody bones upon ewf 
trifling occasion, has produced great indifTerence in the 
vulgar of late years. As to the animating or encou- 
raging lies, he gives the following rules ; that they shouM 
not far exceed the common degrees of probability ; that 
there should be a variety of them ; and the same lie not 
obstinately insisted upon : that the promissory or prog- 
nosticating lies should not be upon short days, for 
fear the authors should have the shame and confusioD 
to see themselves speedily contradicted. He examines 
by these rules that well meant but unfortunate lie of 
the conquest of France, which continued near twenty 
years together :* but, at last, by being too obstinately 
insisted upon, it was worn threadbare, and became un- 
successful. 

As to the TO TtpxTtihf, or the prodigious^ he has little 
to advise, but that their comets, whales, and dragons 
should be sizeable; their storms, tempests, and earth- 
quakes, without the reach of a day's journey of a maa 
and horse. 

The seventh chapter is wholly taken up in an inquiry, 
which of the tvro parties are the greatest artists in poti- 
tical lying. He owns, that sometimes the one party, 
and sometimes the other, is better believed; but that 
they have both very good geniuses among them. He 
attributes the ill success of either party to their glutting 
the market, and retailing too much of a bad commodity 
at once : when there is too great a quantity of woma, it 
is bard to catch gudgeons. He proposes a scheme for 
the recovery of the credit of any party, which iudeed 
seems to be somewhat chimerical, and does not savour of 
that sound judgment the author has shown in the rest of 

* During the reigng cK.l^n^ W VVUam wid Qjaeea Anne. H. 
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the work. It amouDtt to this, that the party should 
tgeee to vent nothing bat truth for three months together, 
nrhich will give them credit for six months lying after- 
ward* He owns, that he believes it almost impossible 
to find fit persons to execute this scheme. Toward the 
end of the chapter, he inveighs severely against the folly 
of parties, in retaining scoundrels, and men of low genius, 
to retail their lies; such as most of the present news- 
writers are ; who, except a strong bent and inclination 
toward the profession, seem to be wholly ignorant iti the 
rules of pseudology, and not at all qualified for so weighty 
a trust. 

Iq his next chapter he treats of some extraordinary 
geniuses, who have appeared of late years, especially io 
their disposition toward the miraculous. He advises 
those hopeful young men to turn their invention to the 
service of their country ; it being inglorious, at this 
time, to employ their talent in prodigious fox-chases, 
horse-courses, feats of activity in driving of coaches, 
jumping, running, swallowing of peaches, pulling out 
whole sets of teeth to clean, &c. when their country 
ataods in so much need of their assistance. 

The eighth chapter is a project for uniting the seve- 
ral smaller corporations of liars into one society. It is 
too tedious to give a full account of the whole scheme : 
what is most remarkable is, that this society ought to 
Xoatiul of the heads of each party : that no lie is to pass 
wirreDt without their approbation, they being the best 
judges of the present exigencies, and what sorts of lies 
are demanded : that in such a corporation there ougbt 
to be men of all professions, that ra «-^f9r«v, and the r« 
f vA«y«y, that is, decency and probability, msy be ob- 
served as much as possible: that besMe the perrons 
above mentioned, this society ought to consisi of the 
hopeful geniuses about the town ^ol ^\\\Ock >ie«x^ "Wfc 
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great plenty to be picked up in the several coffee-houi* 
os) travclicra, virtuosoes, foxhuotera, jockies, attomej^ 
old seamen and soldiers out of the hoctpitate of Grciit' 
vich and Chelsea : to this society, so coostiUited, ought 
to be committed tlie sole management of Ijing : that is 
their outer room, there ouglit always to attend sone 
pcrbons endowed with a great stock of credulity, a f^ 
ncration that thrives mightily in this soil and climate : 
he thinks a sufTicient number of them may be picked 
up any where about the exchange : these are to drcu- 
late what the others coin; for no man apreada a lie with 
so good a grace as he that believes it : that the rule af 
the society be, to invent a lie, and sometimes two fbr 
every day ; in the choice of which, great regard ought 
to he had to the weather, and the season of the year : 
your <p*StfM, or terrifying lies, do mighty well in No- 
vember and December, but not so well io May aod 
June, unless the easterly winds reign : that it ought to 
be penal for any body to talk of any thing but the He 
of the day : that the society b to maintain a suflideut 
number of spies at court, and other places, to furonh 
hints and topics fur invention, and a general corresponA* 
ence of all the market-towns for circulating their lies: 
that if any one of the society were observed to hlvah, 
or look out of countenance, or want a necessary circuiD' 
stance in telling the lie, he ought to be expelled, aud de- 
clared incapable : beside the roaring lies, there ought (i 
be a private committee for whisperers, constituted of dift 
ablest men of the society. Here the author makes a 
digression in praise of the whig party, for the right oi- 
detstandiog and use of proof-lies. A proof^ie is like a 
proof-chaige for a piece of ordnance, to try a staodard 
creduVity. Of such a nature he takes transubstaotia- 
tion to be, in the church of Rome, a proof-artiek, wbkb 
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if wy Me twallows, tbey are sure be urill digest every 
thing else : therefore the whig party do wiselj to txy 
the credulitj of the people sometiBics by swiogers, that 
they may be able to judge, to what height they may 
chaige them afterward. Toward the end of this chap- 
ter, he waroB the heads of parties against believing Iheif 
own lies^ which has proved of pernicious consequences 
ef late ; both a wise party, and a wise nation, haviog 
r^galated their aflfairs upon lies of their own invention. 
The causes of this he supposes to be^ too great a zeal 
and intenseness in the practice of this art, and a vehe- 
■ent heat in mutual conversation, whereby they per- 
suade one another, that what they wish, and report to be 
true, is really so : that all parties have been subject to 
this misfortune. The Jacobites have beea constantly in- 
fested with it; but the whigs of late seemed even to ex- 
ceed them in this ill habit and weakness. To this chap- 
ter the author subjoins a calendar of lies, proper for the 
several months of the year. 

The ninth chapter treats of the celerity and duration 
of lies. As to the celerity of their motion, the author 
aajrs it is almost incredible : he gives several instances 
of Ileal, that have gone faster than a man can ride post : 
your terrifying lies travel at a prodigious rate, above 
ten miles an hoar: your whispers move in a narrow 
vortex, but very swiftly* The author says, it is im- 
IMMslUe to explain 8even4 phenomena in relation to the 
celerity of lies, without tie suppodtion of synchronism 
and combination. As to the duration of lies, he say« 
there ure of all sorts, firom hours and days, to ages • 
that there are some, which, like insects, die and revive 
again in a different forqi ; that good artists^ like people 
who build upon a short lease^ will calculate the duration 
of a He surely to answer their purpose; to last just as 

long, and no longer, than the Uicn fa «ecnA« 
roz, xxui. o 
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The teath chapter treats of the characteristics of lies ; 
how to koow, when, where, and by whom, iov^edr 
Your Dutch, English, and French ware are amply dw 
tingiiished from one another ; an exchange lie from ood 
coined at the other end of the town : great judgment ii 
to be shown as to the place where the species is intend-' 
cd to circulate : very low and base coin will serve £Dr 
Wappiog: there are sevei'al coffee-houses, that have 
their particular stamps, which a judicious practitioner 
may easily know. All your great men have their pro- 
l)er pfaautateusticks. The author says he has attained, 
by study and application, to so great skill in this matter, 
that, bring him any lie, he can tell whose image it bears 
so truly, as the great man himself shall not have the- 
face to deny it. The promissory lies of great men are 
known by shouldering, hugging, squeezing, smiling, 
bowing; and their lies in matter of fact, by immoderate 
swearing. 

He spends the whole eleventh chapter on one ample 
question. Whether a lie is best contradicted by truth, or 
by another lie ? The Buthor says, that, considering the 
large extent of the cylindrical surface of the soul, and 
the gi'eat propensity to believe lies in the generality of 
mankind of late yeara^ he thinks the properest contra- 
diction to a lie, is another lie* For example ; if it 
should be reported that the pretender was at Xiondoo, 
one would not contradict it by .saying, he never was in 
England ; but you must prove t>y eye witnesses, that be 
came no farther than Greenwich, and then went back 
again. Thus if it be spread about, that a great persoa 
were dying of some disease, you must not say the trutli, ' 
that they are in health, and never had such a disease, 
but that they are slowly recovering of it. So there was 
not long ago a gentleman, who afHrmed, that the treaty 
with France, (or bi;\n|>iQ^ ^^ry and slavery into £a« 
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18 signed the 15th of September; to which ano- 
nrered very judiciously, oot, bj opposing troth 
, that there was no such treaty ; but that, to his 
Dowledge, (here were maoy thhigs io that trea- 
St adjusted. 

count of the second volume of this excellent 
e IS reserved for another time.] 
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REASONS 

HUMBLY Of miD BT 

%H^ GOMPAIIT SX£Rei8ilfG *HB VBABE AND XYSTBRT.QI 

UPHOLDERS, 

AGAINST F^BT OF THE BILL, 

FOR THE BETTER VIEWING, SEARCHING, AND EX- 
AMINING DRUGS, MEDICINES, &c. I72|.» 



Being called upon by several retailers and dispeoseo 
of drugs and medicines about towo, to use our endea* 
TOurs against the bill now depending for viewiag, ta 
In regard of our common interest, and in gratiludeti 
the said retailers and dispensers of medicines, whicb ve 
have always found to be very ejOfectual, we presuoietii 
lay the following reasons before the public againat tbe 
said bill. 

That the company of upholders are far from being 
averse to the giving of drugs and medicines in geoertl, 
provided they be of such qualities as we require^ aod 
administered by such persons, in whom oiu* company just- 
ly repose the greatest confidence : and provided they 
tend to the encouragement of trade, and the coosaiiiptioD 
of the woollen manufacture of this kingdom. 

* In the year 1724, the physicians made applic«tion to parliament 
to prevent apothecaries dispensing medicines withoat the prescriptioo 
of a phjrgician ; during which this tract was dispersed in tlie court c^ 
requests. U. 
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We beg leave to obserrei, that there hat been no eoui* 
fHmi from any of the bobilitj* gently, and citizens 
vftwm wt have attended. Our practke, trhlch eonftisu 
ehieilj in outward applicMions, having been always fto 
elfiectual, that none of our patients have been obliged to 
tindergo a second operation, excepting one gentlewoman ( 
who» after her first burial, having Inirdeued her husbtod 
with a new brood of postliumous children, her second 
faoeral was by us performed without any farther charges 
to the said husband of the deceased. And we humbly 
hope, that one single instance of this kind, a misfortune 
owing merely to the avarice of a seiton, in cutting off a 
ring, will not be imputed to any want of ski)], or care^ 
iu our c^mipany. 

We humbly conceive, that the power by this bill 
ioc^ed in the censors of the college of physicians to re^ 
alraio any of his majesty's subjects frofli dispensing, and 
.^vell-dispoBed persons from taking, what medicines they 
iplsase, is a manifest encroachment on the liberty and pr«h 
ferty of the subject 

"As the company, exercising the trade and mystetf of 
t^olders, have an undisputed right in and upon th^ 
bodies of aD and every the subjects of the kingdom ; 
we conceive the passing of this bill, though not absolute- 
ly depriving them of their said right, might keep them 
lull of possession by unreasonable delays» to the great 
detriment of our company, and their numerous families. 
. We hope it will be considered, that there are multi* 
tHdes of neoesntous heirs and penurious parents, persons 
la pioching circumstances with numerous families of 
children, wives that have lived long, many robust aged 
women with great jointures, elder brothers with bad uc* 
derstaodings, single heirs of great estates, whereby the 
collateral line are for ever excluded, revcraiooary 
pateatSi and reversionary promisea of \{T^it;Td\eoto^Vi^5^ 
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upoo uogle lives, and plaj-debta upon joint lives, 
that the persons so aggrieved have no hope of b( 
speedily relieved any other way, than by the dispeo 
of drugs and medidnes in the manner they now a 
burying alive being judged repugnant to the known 1 
of this kingdom. 

That there are many of the deceased, who, by cer 
mechanical motions and powers, are carried about tc 
who would have been put into our hands long be 
this time, by any other well ordered government : 
want of a due police in this particular, our comp 
have been great saflR&rers. 

That frequent funerab contribute to preserve theg 
alogies of families, and the honours conferred by 
crown, which are no where so well illustrated as on 
solemn occasion : to maintain necessitous elergy 
enable the clerks to appear in decent habits to offic 
00 Sundays ; to feed the great retinue of sober 
melancholy men, who appear at the said funerals, 
who must starve without constant and regular emp 
aient. Moreover, we desire it may be remembered, t 
by the passing of this bill, the nobility and gentry 
have their old coaches lie upon their hands, whidi 
now employed by our company. 

And we farther hope, that frequent funerals will 
be discouraged, as it is by this bill proposed, it b< 
the only method left of carrying some people to chu 

We are afraid, that, by the hardships of this bill 
company will be reduced to leave their business h 
and practice at York and Bristol, where the free U8> 
bad medicines will be still allowed. 

It is therefore hoped, that no specious pretence wl 
soever will be thought sufficient to introduce an arbi 
ry and unlimited power for people to live (in defia 
of art) as long as they cau by the course of nature 
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le prejudice of our company and the decay of 
ade. 

That as our company are likely to suffer, in some 
easure, by the power given to physicians to dissect the 
xiies of malefactors, we humbly hope, that the manu- 
cture of cases for skeletons will be reserved solely to 
)ffiD makers. 

We likewise humbly presume, that the interest of the 
veral trades and professions, which depend upon our?, 
ay be regarded ; such as that of herses, coaches, cof- 
Bs, epitaphs, and bell-ropes, stone-cutters, feathermen« 
id bell-ringers; and especially the maoufacturers of 
■apes ; and the makers of stuff; who use great quanti- 
es of old coffins, and who, considered in the consump- 
m of their drugs, employ by far the greatest number 
' hands of any manufacture of the kingdom. 
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TO TBI Riem wmQvmjLMLM 

THB MAYOR AND ALDERBIESt 

Of TBS 

CITY OFLONDON. 

TkflmnUs P^Hion ff As CMirs, Cocks, Cssk-Xsih 
9Uidumifks9 JaskmalfsrSf Brusisrs, attisOurs, 



That vbereif eerUui oinv^ dttaffeeled to Ihe gir 
remment, and to the trade and prosperitj of this king' 
dom, taking upon them the name and title of tlie Ca- 
ZQTXBicAL ViCTVALLBRSy bare presumed bj gaUntAag, 
Inreaking, folding, and handling up the sunbeami^ by die 
help of certain glasses, to make, produce, and kindle up 
several new focuses or fires within these his migestf^ 
dominions, and there to boil, bake, stew, fry, and dttft. 
sAl sorts of victuals and provisions, to brew, distil splrifei 
smelt ore, and in general to perform all the offices sf 
culinary fires ; and are endeavouring to procure to dM» 
selves the monopoly of this theur said invention : We 
beg leave humbly to represent to your honours. 

That such grant or patent will utterly ruin and ffr 
duce to beggaxy your petitioners, their wives, cMMien, 
servants, and trades on them depending; there bdng 
nothing left to them, after the said invention, but wann- 
ing of cellars and dressing of suppers in the winfa^ 
time. That the abolishing of so considerable a branch 
ot the coasting trade, as that of the colliery will de-* 
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^roy the navigaUoD of this kiogdom. That vbereM 
the said catopCrical victuallers talk of makiDg use of 
the mooii hy o%ht, as of the sun by day, they will 
Utterly rain the Dumerous body of tallpwchandlerB) and 
impair a very coosiderable bniDch of the rereoue^ which 
ariaes from the tax upon tallow and caodlca. 
. That the said catoptrical Tictuallers do profane the 
emaoatioDs of that glorious luminary the sun, which is 
appointed to rule the day, and not to roast mutton*. 
And we humbly conceive^ it will be found contrary to 
the known laws of this kingdom, to confine, forestal and 
monopolize the beams of the sun. And whereas the 
said catoptrical victuallers have undertaken by burning 
glasses made of ice to roast an ox upon the Thames next 
winter, we conceive all such practices to be an ea< 
ccoachment upon the rights and privileges of the com? 
I^auy of watermen. 

That the diversity of exposition of the several kitchens 
IB this great city, whereby some receive the rays of the 
sna sooeer, and others later, will occasion great irre« 
Ipliiarity as to the time of dining of the severaY inha< 
bitants, and consequently grea^ uncertainty and confiir 
,ffcoo in the despatch of business: and to those, wha 
by reason of their northern exposition will be still ibrceQ 
to be at the expense of culinary fires, it will reduce the 
pcke of their manufacture to such inequality, as iii 
ipooQsistent with common justice : and the same uh 
oonveniency will affect landlords in the value of theis 

leots. 

That, the use of the said glasses, will oblige cooks an<) 
cook^maids to study optics and astronomy, in order tir 
tiia»yr the due distance of the said focusses or fires, an^ 
iQ august the position of their glasses to the several aUl«* 
{ttdes of the sun, varying according to the houra of the 
4%y, asd the seasonsof the year ^ which studka %i^hMa^ 
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yean, will be highly trouUesome to the said cooks aad 
CQok-maidfl,- oot to say any thing of the utter incapacity 
of some of them to go through with such difficult arU; 
or (which is a still greater iocoovenience) it will throw 
the whole art of cookery into the hands of astroDomeis 
and glassgrinders, persons utterly unskilled io other parU 
of that profession, to the great detriment of the health 
of his majesty's good subjects. 

That it is known by experience, that meat roasted 
with sunbeams is extremely unwholesome ; witness se- 
veral that have died suddenly after eating the proyi- 
sioos of the said catoptrical victuallers ; forasmuch as 
the sunbeams taken inwardly render the humours too 
hot and adust, occasion great sweatings, and dry up the 
rectual moisture. 

That sunbeams taken inwardly shed a malignant in- 
fluence upon the brain by their natural tendency toward 
tlie moon ; and produce madness and distraction at th6 
time of the full moon. That the constant use of so great 
quantities of this inward light, will occasion the growth 
of quakerism, to Ihe danger of the church; and of 
poetry to the danger of the state. 

That the influences of the constellations, through 
which the sun passes, will with his beams be coqvey- 
ed into the blood : and when the sun is among the 
horned signs, may produce such a spirit of unchastity, 
as is dangerous to the honour of your worships* fami* 
lies. 

That mankind living much upon the seeds and other 
parts of plants, these being impregnated with the sun- 
beams,*^ may vegetate and grow in the bowels, a thing 
of more dnngerous consequence to human bodies thaa 
brcedhigof worms; and this m\\ fall heaviest upon tlie 
poor, who live upon roots ; and the weak and sickly, 
w/io Jive upon barley and ricc-^ruel^ &c. for wliich we 
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«re ready to produce to your honours the opinions of 
eminent physicians, that the taste and property of the 
▼ictuals is much altered to the worse by the said solar 
cookery, the fricassees being deprived of the haut ga(d 
they acquire by being dressed over charcoal. 

Lastly. Should it happen by an eclipse of an extraor- 
dinary length, that this city should be deprived of the 
sunbeams for several months; how will his majesty's 
subjects subsist in the interim, when common cookery^ 
with the arts depending upon it, is totally lost ? 

In consideration of these, and many other inconvfe- 
oiences, your petitioners humbly pray, that your 
honours would either totally prohibit the confining and 
manufacturing the sunbeams for any of the useful pur- 
poses of life, or in the ensuing parliament procure a 
tax to be laid upon them, which may answer both the 
duty and price of coals, and .which we humbly con- 
ceive cannot be less than thirty shillings per yard 
square ; reserving the sole right and privilege of the 
catoptrical cookery to the Royal Society, and to the 
commanders and crews of the bomb- vessels, under the 
direction of Mr. Whiston, for finding out the longi- 
tude : who, by reason of the remoteness of their sta- 
tions, may be reduced to straits for want of firing. 

And we likewise beg, tliat your honours, as to the 
forementioned points, would hear the Reverend Mr. 
Flamstead, who is the legal officer appointed by the 
government to look after the heavenly luminaries, 
whom we have constituted our trusty and learned 
solicitor. . 
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IT CANNOT RAIN, BUT IT POURS^ 
LONDON STREWED WITB RARITIEIi 

BEINQ 

Ad Accounv of the im?Al of a White Bear, at the 
bouie of Mr. Ratcliff ui Bi8ho|)f|;ate>sUreet : at alatv o^ 
Faustina, the celebrated Italian singiog-womaii; atd 
cl the Copper-farthing Dean from Ir^laod. 

Qf tiie voaderful Wild Man that waa nursed In the 
WQod0 of German J by a vild beast, hunted aid taken 
in toils; how he behaveth himself like a dumb erea- 
tSxty aad is a christian, like one of us, being called 
Peter { and how he was brought to court all io gjneen^ 
to the great astonishmeat of the quality and gentrj; 
1720. 



Wb shall begi» with a descriptioa of Petert Ibe sv 
^age, deferring our other curiosities to some following 
papei's. 

Romulus and Remus, the two famous wild men of aifr 
tiquity, and Orsin, that Qf the moderns, have beea 
ffuHy the admiration of all mankind : aor cao ve pze» 
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91^ lesB ^ tbia wild youth, m vobj be g«itbered from 
that famoas aod w«ll knoini prophacy of JM\y% whicb 
beiflf Qow acGompUsbed, k ami easily ioterpreled : 

When Rome shall wend ta Beoevento^ 
And EspagDe break the assiento f 
When eagle spUt ahall fly to China, 
Aad christian (oUo adore FaustUia : 
Then shall an oak be brought to bed 
Of creature neither taaght nor fed; 
Great IbaU shall he achier e ■ ■■ 

The pope is new goiug to Beoerento : the Spaniai^ 
have broke their treaty; the emperor trades to China; 
aod Lilly» were he alive, must be ooovioced, thai it 
was not the Em^ess Faustina, that was meaot in the 
prophesy. 

It is evident, by several tokens about thb wDd gen- 
tleman, that he had a father and mother like one of us | 
but there being no register of bis christening, his age ia 
•nty to be guessed at by his stature and countenance,f 
and appears to be about twelve or thirteen. His being 
do younjn was the occasion of the great disappointment of 
the ladies, who came to the drawing-room in full expee* 
tation of some attempt upon their chastity; so far ia 
true, that he endeavoured to kiss the young Lady Wal- 
pole, who, foar that i^ason, ia become the envy of the cur* 
ele; this being a declaration of nature in &vour of her 
superior beauty. 

Aristotle says, that man is the most mimic of all ani« 
sals ; which opinion of that great philosoplier is strongly 
confirmed by the behaviour of thb wild gentleman, wha 
h endowed with that quality to an extreme degree. He 
received his first impressions at court : his manners are 
Irst to lick people's hands, and then turn his breedr 
upon them; to thrust his hand into every body's 
pvcl^et; to climb over people's heads: and evea t^. 
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nftke use of the rojal hand to take what he has a nnnd 
10. At his first appearance he seized on the lord chasi- 
berlalo's staflf, and put on hb hat before the king ; iirom 
whence some have conjectured, that he is either descend- 
ed from a grandee of Spain, or the earls of Kingsale is 
Ireland. However, these are manifest tt^ens of his in- 
nate ambition ; he is extremely tenacious of his own pro- 
perty, and ready to invade that of other people. Bj 
this mimic quality, he discovered what wild beast hsd 
nursed him : observing children to ask blessing ^ll^ 
mothers, ooe day lie fell down upon his knees to a sow, 
and muttered some sounds in that humble posture. 

It has been commonly thought that he is Ulrick's 
natural brother, because of some resemblance of roannerB, 
and the officious care of Ulrick about him ; but the su- 
periority of parts aod genius in Peter demonstrates this 
to be impossible. . 

Though he is igoorant both of ancient and modem 
languages, (that cai*e being left to the ingenious physician 
who is entrusted with his education) yet he distinguishes 
objects by certain sounds framed to himself, which Mr. 
Rotenberg, who brought him over, understands perfect- 
ly. Beholding one day the shambles with great fear 
and astonislimeut, ever since be calls man by the same 
sound, which expresses wolf. A young lady is a pea- 
cock, old women magpies and owls; a beau, with a 
toupee, a meukey ; glass, ice ; blue, red, and green rib- 
bons, he calls rainbow ; a heap of gold, a turd. The 
fu-st ship he saw, he took to be a great beast swimmiog 
on her back, and her feet tied above her : the men, that 
came out of the hold, he took to be her cubs, and won- 
dered they were so unlike their dam. He understands 
perfectly the language of all beasts and birds, and is not, 
like them, confined to that of one species. He can bring 
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afl3r beast what he calls for, and no doubt is much missed 
BOW in bis oatife woods, where he used to do good o^ 
fices amozig hb fellow-cidzeDs^ and served as a mediates 
to reconcile their differences. One day he warned a 
flock of sheep, that were driving to the shambles, of their 
danger; and upon uttering some sounds, they all fled. 
He takes vast pleasure in conversation with horses ; and 
going to the Mews to converse with two of his intimate 
acquaintances in the king's stables, as he passed bj, he 
neighed to the horse at Charing-cross, being as it were 
surprised to see him so high ; he seemed to take it ill, 
that the horse did not answer him ; but I think nobodj. 
can undervalue his understanding for not being skilled 
in statuary. 

He expresses his joy most commonly by neighing ; 
and whatever the philosophers may talk of their risi- 
bility, neighing is a mere noble expression of that 
pasaion than laughing, which seems to me to have some- 
thing silly in it ; and besides, is often attended with 
tears. Other animals are sensible they debase them- 
selves by mimicking laughter ; and I take it to be a 
general observation, that the top felicity of mankind is 
to imitate monkeys and birds ; witness harlequins, scara- 
mouches, and masqueraders : on the other hand, mon- 
keys, when they would look extremely silly, endea- 
vour to bring themselves down to mankind. Love 
he expresses by the cooing of a dove, and anger by 
the croaking of a raven ; and it is not doubted, but 
that he will serve in time as an interpreter between us 
and other animals. 

Great instruction is to be had from this wild youth iu 
the knowledge of simples; and I am of opinion, that he 
ought always to attend the censors of the college in 
their visitation of apothecaries' shops. 
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I, tm lok), that the new leci of herfo-eaten^ fe- 
tcod to Mk>w bi» iota the fields, or to beg bim br 
a ckrk of their kkcboD ; and that there ate maiij of 
then DOW tbiokiog of Utroiog their chHdreo kto 
woods to graze with the cattle^ Id ho^ to laiae a 
wealthy aod moral race refined firoin the corraptkoa of 
tUa iHXurioiif world. 

He sloga uaturally several pretty tunes of hiaowa 
eomposSiig, and with equal facility hi the chroma*^ 
tic, iDharmooie, and diatonic style ; and consequents 
ly roust be of infinite use to the academy in judg- 
ing of the merits of their coroposer?, and is the only 
person, that ought to decide between Cuzzooi sod 
Fau8tina.t I cannot omit his first notion- of clothe^ 
which he took to be the natural skins of thecrea* 
tures that wore them, and seemed to be in great paia 
for the pulling off a stocking, thinking the poor man was 
a flaying. 4 

I am not ignorant, that there are disafiected peo- 
ple, who say be is a pretender, and no genuine wild 
man. Thia calumny proceeds from the fe^ise no- 
tions they hare of wild men, which they firarae 
from sijwh as they see about the town, whose actioos 
are rather absurd than wild ; therefore it will be in- 
eumbent on all young gentlemen who are ambitious 
to excel in this character, to copy tbb true original 
of nature. 

The senses e( this wild man are vastly more acute 
than those of a tame one; he can follow the track of a 
man, or any other beast of prey. A dog is an ass to him 
for finding truffles; his hearing is more perfect, because 
hk ears not having been confined by blindages, he can 

* Dr. Cheyne*a foUovrm. B. 

f^w9 riTi^ nssen uOMit tiasA |a tko Italian operas kere. H. 
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move them like a drill, and turn them towards the lont- 
rous object. 

^ Let us praj the creator of all bein«pl^ wild and 
tame, that as this wild jouth by being brought to 
court has been made a christian; so such as are at 
court, and are no christians, maj I97 aside their savage 
and rapacious nature, and return to the meekness of the 
Oospef. 
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DR. ROBERT NORRIS * 

CONCIAjriMO 

THB BTRANOE AM) D£PIX)RABLE FRENZY OP 

MR. JOHN DENNIS, 

AN OFFICER OF THK CUSTOM- H0U8B. 

Being an exact Account of all that passed between the 
said Patient and the Doctor till this present Daj ; 
and a full Vindication of himself and his Proceeduip 
from the extravagant Reports of the said Mr. John 
Dennis.! 



tadtidii sanos Htlicone pottos 



IhmocrUut, Hob. 

First published bj J. Morphew, in 1713. 

* Addison highly disapproved of this bitter satire on Dennis; and 
Pope was not a little chagi ined at this disapprobation ; for the uu- 
rative was intended to merit the favour of Addison, by defending hil 
Cato ; in which seeming defence Addison was for from thinUog Pope 
sincere. Dr. Warton> 

f The history of Mr. Dennis is to be seen in JacoVs Lives of the 
Poets ; or in Mr. Pope^s Donciad, among the notes opon which, the 
cnrioas reader may find some extracts from bis writings. The occa- 
sion of this narrative sufficiently appears from the doctor's own words. 
A mistake of Mr. Granger's in respect to Dr. Case's attending John 
Dennis in his frenzy, is pointed •ut in Dr. Kjog^i Works, vol ii. p. 
302. N, 
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It is an acknowledged truth, Uiat nothing is so dear 
to an honest inan as his good name, nor ought he to neg- 
lect tlie just vindication of his character, when it is in- 
juriously attacked by any man. The person I have at 
present cause to complain of, is indeed in very melan- 
choly circumstances, it having pleased God to deprive 
him of his senses, which may extenuate the crime in him. 
But I should be wanting in my duty, not only to my- 
self, but also to my fellow-creatures, to whom my talents 
may prove of benefit, should I suffer my profession or 
honesty to be undeservedly aspersed. I have therefore 
resolved to give the public an account of all that has 
passed between the unhappy gentleman and myself. 

On the 20th instant, while I was in my closet ponder- 
ing the case of one of my patients, I heard a knocking at 
my docn:, upon opening of which entered an old woman, 
with tears in her eyes, and told me, that, without my 
assistance, her master would be utterly ruined. I was 
forced to Interrupt her sorrow, by inquiring her master's 
name and place of abode. She told nie, he was one Mr. 
Dennis, aa officer of the custom-house, who ivas taken 
ill of a violent frenzy last April, and had continued in 
those melancholy ciixumstances, with few or no intervals* 
Upon this I asked her some questions relating to his hit' 
naour and extravagances, that I might the better know 
under what regimen to put him, when the cause of his 
distemper was found out. '^ Alas, sir," says she," ^* this 
day fortnight, in the morning, a poor simple child came 
to him from the printer's; the boy had no sooner enter- 
ed the room, but he cried out, ' the devil was come.' He 
often stares gliastfiiUy, raves aloud, and mutters between 
his teeth the word Cator, or Cato, ot some such thing. 
Now, doctor, this Cator is certainly a witch, and my poor 
master Is under an evil tongue ; for 1 have heard Mm 
gay Cator has bewitched the whole a^tUyoi^ Ii^^^'rc^ 
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very heart to tbkik, that a man of my maBtar*8 tinda-^ 
lUodiog aod great scholarship, who^ as the child tiM 
me, had a book of his oam io print, should talk so oat* 
rageousl}'. Upon this, I we&t aod laid out a groat f»r a 
hmeshoe, which is at this tine nailed on the threshold 
of bis door ; but I don't fiod mj master is at all the bet- 
ter ibr it; he perpetually starts aod ruos to the window, 
when any one knocks, crying out, * "Sdeath ! a messev 
ger from the French king ! I shall die in the Bastile.' " 

Haying said this, the old woman presented me with a 
Tial of his urine ; upon ezamioation of which, I per* 
ceived the whole temperament of hb body to be exceed* 
ing hot. I therefore instantly took my cane and my 
beayer, and repaired to the place where he dwelt. 

When I came to his lodgings near Charing-crosB^ up 
three pair of stairs (which I should not have publldKd 
in this manner, but that this lunatic conceals the plica 
of his re^ence on purpose to prev«it the good oAiocs 
of those charitable friends aod physicians, who m^ht at* 
tempt his cure) when I came into the room* I fimod tiili 
unfivtunate gentleman seated on hia bed, with Mr. Bc^ 
■aid lintot bookseller on the one side of kioi^ and a 
grave elderly gentleman on the other, who^ aa I ban 
since learned, calls himself a grammarian ; the latkudt 
of whose countenance was not a little edipaed by the 
fallness of his peruke. As I an a black lean man, of a 
pale visage, aod hang my clothes on Moaewbat slovenly^ 
I no sooner went in, but he frowned upon me, and cried 
out with vIolenGe, " 'Sdeath, a Frenchman I I am be* 
trayed to the tyrant ! who coukl have thought the qoeea 
would have delivered me up to Fraooe ia this treaty, 
and least of all that you, my friends, would have been 

hi a conspiracy agamst me ?" " Sir,** said I, " here 

is neither plot nor conspiracy, but for your advantage^ 
Xbe cecovtiry of yoax umhm teq^ltes tiy attendance 



Tim 99EKZT 9V JOH17 BBNKIS. B» 

aod JQUX bieads s^oi for me qd no other aceonst'^ X 
tbeo took a particular survey of bia ponoo, ajod Uie for* 
oilure and dwpoikioD of hU aparOneot. His aspect w«| 
^^riotfs ; his eje$ were rather fier|r thao Kvely» vbich 
be rolled about in an uoooiDinoQ nismner. He ofteft 
opened his moutl^ as if he would have uttered some 
matter of importance, but the sound seemed lost inward* 
I7. His beard waa grown, whieh thej iQld me he would 
qot suffer to be shaved { believing the modem dramatic 
poets bad corrupted a|l the barbers in the town to tal^e 
the first opportunitj of cutting his throat. His ejebrowa 
ware grey, Iqi^ and grown together, which he knit with 
indignation, when any thing was spoken; insomuch that 
be seemed not to have smoothed hia forehead for many 
years. His flannel nightcap, which was exceedingly 
begi^mad with, aweat and dirt, hung inpop his left ear; 
th^ flap of bis breeches dangled between his legs, apd 
tlie rolls of his stockings fieJl dowa to his ankles. 

I observed his rooia was hung with old tapestry, 
which bad several holes in it, caused, as the old woman 
iolbrmad me, by hia having cut out of it the heads of 
divers tyrants, the fierceness of whose visages had much 
provoked him* On all sides of his room were pinned % 
great many sheets of a tragedy, called Cato, with uotea 
on the margin with hia own; hand. The words absvro^ 
lfK)Ns^(«09s, EX£GRABLB, Were cveiy where written ift 
such large characters that I could read them without 
my spectacles. By tlie fireside lay three-£ rthingsworth 
pf small coal in a Spectator, and behind the door, huge 
heaps of papers of the same title, which his nurse inform- 
ed me she had conveyed thither out of his sight, believ- 
ing they were bodu of the black art; for her master 
never read in them, but he was either quite moped, or 
in raving fits. There was nothii^ aeat in the whc^e 
room, except some books on his sheWea^-^cr^ ^^Ws^raao^ 
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aod gilded, whose names I had nerer before beard oC 
Dor I believe were aoj where else to be found; such as 
Gibraltar, a comedj; Remaii^B on Prince Arthur; The 
Grounds of Criticism in Poetry ; An Essay on Public 
Spirit. The only one I had any knowledge of, was» a 
Paradise Lost, interleaved. The whole floor was co- 
vered with manuscripts, as thick as a pastry-cook^s shop 
on a Christmas eve. On his table were some ends of 
verse and of candles; a |s:a11ipot of ink with a yellow 
pen in it, and a pot of half-dead ale covered with a 
Longinus. 

As I was casting my eyes round on all this odd furni- 
ture with some earnestness and astonishment, and in a 
profound silence, I was on a sudden surprised to hear 
the man speak in the following manner : 

^ Beware, doctor, that it fare not with 70U as with 
your predecessor the famous Hippocrates, whom the 
mistaken citizens of Abdera sent for in this very man- 
ner, to cure the philosopher Democritus ; he returned 
full of admiration at the wisdom of that person whom he 
supposed a lunatic. Behold, doctor, it was thus Aris- 
totle himself, and all the great ancients, spent their days 
and nights, wrapt up in criticism, and beset all around 
with their own writings. As for me, whom you see 10 
the same manner, be assured I have none other disease, 
than a swelling in my legs, whereof I say no more, woce 
your art may farther certify you." 

I thereupon seated myself upon his bedside, and plat- 
ing my patient on my right hand, to judge the better ia 
what he affirmed of his legs, felt his pulse. 

!For it is Hippocrates^s maxim, that if the pulse hare 
a dead motion, with some unequal beatings, it is a symp- 
tom of a sciatica, or a swelling in the thigh or leg; in 
which assertion of his, this pulse confirmed me. 
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I begao DOW to be in hopes, that his case had been 
misrepresented, and that he was not so far gone, but that 
some timely medicines might recover him. I therefore 
proceeded to the proper queries, which, with the an- 
swers made to me, I shall set down in form of a dialogue, 
in the very words they were spoken, because I would 
not omit the least circumstance in this narrative ; and I 
call my conscience to witness, as if upon oath, that I 
.<»hall tell the truth, without addition or diminution. 

Dr. Pray, sir, how did you contract this swelling ? 

Denn. By a criticism. 

Dr. a criticism ! that's a dbtemper I never read of 
in Galen. 

Denn. 'Sdeath, sir, a distemper ! It is no distemper, 
but a noble art. I have sat fourteen hours a day at it : 
and are you a doctor, and don't know there's a commu- 
nication between the legs and the brain ? 

Dr. What made you sit so many hours, sir ? 

Denn. Cato, sir. 

Dr, Sir, I speak of your distemper ; what gave you 
this tumour ? 

Denn. Cato, Cato, Cato.* 

Old Wom. For God's sake, doctoi*, name not this 
evil spirit ; '(is the whole cause of his madness : ala^ 
poor master's just falling into his fits ! 

Mr. LiNTOT. Fits! Z-t • what fits.^ A man may 

well have swellings in his legs, that sits writing fourteen 
hours in a day. He got this by the Remarks. 

Dr. The Remarks ! what are those ? 

Denn. 'Sdeath ! harve you never read my Remarks ? 
I will be damned, if thb dog Lintot ever published my 
advertisements. 

• Remarks on Cato, pablished by Mr. Dennis in 1712. H. 
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Mr. LiNTOT. Z— — ! I pukdished advertkemeBt 
OpoD adTertisemcat ; aod if the book be not read, it is 
none of mj fault, but his that made it By G-— ^ » 
much hai been done for the book as could be done for 
any book in Christendom. 

Dr. We do uet talk of books, ur ; I fear those are 
die fuel that feed his delirium ; roentioo them no moce. 
Tou do very ill to promote this discourse, 

I desire a word in private with this other feDtlemao, 
who seems a grave aod sensible man : I suppoae, ar» you 
are his apothecary ? 

Gknt. Sir» I am his friend. 

Dr. I doubt it not What regimen have you ob- 
ttrved, since he has been under your care ? You re- 
Doember, I suppose, the passage of Celsus, which 8ay% 
if the patient oo the thurd day have au interval, sui* 
pend the medicaments at night ? Let fumigations be 
used to corroborate the brain. I hope yon have ii^Km 
DO account promoted sternutation by hellebore. 

Gent. Sir, no such matter : you utterly mistake. 

Dr. Mistake ! am I not a physician ? aod shall aj) 
apothecary dbpute my nostrums ? ■ ■ ■■ You may pechapB 
have filled up a preseription or two of RateUff's, whkh 
chanced to succeed, and with that very prescriptioB, io- 
judiciously prescribed to different oonstitutkms^ ba?6 
destroyed a multitude. Phjucmaccpola amnpmaii nwH' 
€us sdus prmscribat, says Celsus. Fumigate hin,! 
say, this very evening, while he is relieved by an ift* 
terval. 

Dknn. 'Sdeath, sir, my friend an apothecary ! abate 
mechanic ! He wlio, like myself,, professes the noUsst 
sciences in the universe, criticism and poetry ! Can yen 
think I would submit my writings to the judement of ao 
apothecary ? By the immortals, he hiHiaelf iaerted 
three whole paragraphs in my Remark^ had a hand ifl 
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my public spirit, nay, assisted me in mj description of 
the furies aod infernal regions, in my Appius. 

Mr. LiNTOT. He is an author ; you mistake the 
gentleman, doctor ; he has been an author these twen- 
ty years, to his bookseller's knowledge, and no man's 
else. 

Denn. Is all the town iu a combination ? Shall poet- 
ry fall to the ground ? Must our reputation be lost to 
all foreign countries ? O destruction ; perdition ! Ope- 
ra ! Opera 1* As poetr}' once raised cities, so, whea 
poetry fails, cities are overturned, and the world is ne 
more. 

Dr. He raves, he raves ; Mr. Idotot, I pray you 
jpinion down his arms, that he may do no mischief. 

Denn. O I am sick, sick to death ! 

Dr. That is a good symptom, a very good symptom. 
To be sick to death, (say the modern physicians) is an 
excellent symptom. When a patient is sensible of his 
pain, 'tis half a cure. Fray, sir, of what are you sick ? 

DsNN. Of every thing, of every thing ; I am sick of 
the sentiments, of the diction, of the protasis, of the epi- 
tasifl, and the catastrophe. Alas, what is become of the 
drama, the drama ? 

Old Wom. The dram, sir ? Mr. Lintot di*ank up 
an the gin just now ; but I'll go fetch more presently. 

Denn. O shameful want ! scandalous omission ! By 
dl the immortals, here is no periptUiOj no change of for- 
tune in the tragedy ! Z no change at all ! 

Old Wom. Pray, good sir, be not angry ; I'll fetch 

change. 

Dr. Hold your peace, woman ; his fit increases ; 
|;ood Mr. Lintot, hold him. 

• He wro4e m treatiie proriog the decajr or public spirit to proceed 
from Italian operai. H. '~ 

VOIi. XXIII. P 
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Mr. LiNTOT. Plague onH ! I am damnably afnid 
thej are in the right of it, and he is mad in eaniefL 
If he should be really mad, who the devil urill buy the 
remarks ? 

[Here Mr, Lintot scratched his head.] 

Dr. Sir, I shall order you the cold bath to-morrow. 
Mr. Lintot, you are a sensible man ; pray send for Mr. 
Verdier's senraot, and, as you are a friend to the pa- 
tient, be so kind as to stay this evening, while he is cup- 
ped on the head. The symptoms of his madness seem 
to be desperate ; for Avicen says, that if learning be 
mixed with the brain, that is not of a contexture fit lo 
receive it, the brain ferments, till it be totally exhaust- 
ed. We must eradicate these undigested ideas out of 
the pericraniutn^ and reduce the patient to a competent 
knowledge of himself. 

Denn. Caitifls, stand oiT! unhand roe miscreants ! Is 
the man M^hose whole endeavours are to bring the town to 
reason, mad ? Is the man who settles poetry on theba^of 
antiquity, mad ? Dares any one assert, there is Bper^Ht^ 
in that vile piece, tliat's foisted upon the town for a drana* 
tic poem ? That man is mad, the town is mad, the world is 
road. See Longinus in my right hand, and Aristotle In 
my left; I am the only man among the moderns, tint 
supports them. Am I to be assassinated ; and shall a 
bookseller, who has lived upon my labours, take away 
that life to which be owes his support ? 

Gent. By your leave, gentlemen, I apprehend yo* 
not. I must not see my friend ill treated ; he is oo 
more affected with lunacy than myself : I am also of 
the same opinion, as to the peripcetia* Sir, by the gravi* 
ty of your countenance and habit, I should coooehre 
you to be a gca&uaVe ^\);^%m^^\ \ VM.t, by your imfe- 
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;eDt and boisterous treatment of this man of learning, I 
lerceire you are a violent sort of a person, I am loath to 
•>2Ly quack, \rho, rather than his drugs should lie upou 
ills own hands, would get rid of them by cramming 
iiem into the mouths of others : the gentleman is of 
rood condition, sound intellectuals, and unerring judg^ 
nent : I beg you will not oblige me to resent these pro^ 
ceedings. 

These were all the words that passed among us at 
this time ; nor was there need for more ; it being ne- 
cessary we should make use of force in the cure of my 
patient. 

I privately whispered the old woman to go to Mr. 
Verdier's iu Long- Acre, with orders to come immediate- 
ly with cupping glasses ; in the mean time, by the as- 
sistance of Mr. Lintot, we locked his friend into a closet, 
who, it is plain from his last speech, was likewise touch- 
ed in his intellects ; after which, we bound our hinatic 
hand and foot down to the bedstead, where he continued 
in violent ravings, notwithstanding the most tender ex- 
pressions we could use to persuade him to submit to the 
Dperation, till the servant of Verdier arrived. He had 
no sooner clapped half a dozen cupping-glasses on his 
head, and behind his ears, but the gentleman above- 
mentioned bursting open the closet, ran furiously upon 
us, cut Mr. Dennis's bandages, and let drive at us with 
a vast folio, which sorely bruised the shin of Mr. Lin- 
tot ; Mr. John Dennis also, starting up with the cup- 
ping-glasses on his bead, seized another folio, and with 
the same dangerously wounded me in the skull, just 
sbove my right temple. The truth of this fact Mr. 
Verdier's servant is ready to attest upon oath, who, 
taking an exact survey of the volumes, found th^t 
whieh, woundefl my head to be GtuV^tu^^tslLfflXK^^» ^^^^ 
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tica : and that which broke Mr. Liotot's shin, was Sc»> 
liger^s Poetkes. After this, Mr. John DenDis, strength- 
ened at once by rage aod madness, soatdied up a pe* 
luke-block that stood bj the bedside, and wielded it 
round in so furious a manner, that he broke three of the 
cupping-glasses from the crown of his head, so that much 
blood trickled down his visage. He looked so ghastly, 
and his passion was grown to such a prodigious height 
that myself, Mr. Lintot, and Mr. Verdier's servant, 
were obliged to leave the room in all the exptdiikm 
imaginable. 

I took Mr. Lintot home with me, io order to have 
our wounds dressed, and laid hold of that opportunity 
of entering into discourse with him about the madness of 
this person, of whom he gave me the following remarks 
able relation : 

That on the 17th of May, 1712, between the faoun 
of ten and eleven in the morning, Mr. John Dennis en- 
tered into his shop, and opening one of the volumes of 
the Spectator, in the large paper, did suddenly, without 
the least provocation, tear out that of No. — j where the 
author treats of poetical justice, and cast it into the 
street That the said Mr. John Dennis, on the 27th of 
March, 1712, finding on the said Mr. Lintot's counters 
book called an Essay on Criticism, Just then published, 
he read a page or two with much frownii^ till, comiflf 
to these two lines, 

** Some have at first for wits, then poeti panM, 
TurnM critics next, and prov*d plain fools at last—** 

he flung down the book in a terrible fiuy, and cried out, 
'' By G — d he means me.'* 

Thatj being in his company on a certain time, when 
Shakspeare was mentioned as of a contrary opinion to 
Mr. Dennis> he swoie V\^m<\SVi^%\ri^<ax« was a rascal) 
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ith other defamatory expressions, Avhich gave Mr. Lio- 
>t a veiy ill opinion of tlie said Shakspeare. 

That, about two months since, he came again into the 
lop, and cast several suspicious looks on a gentleman 
lat stood by him, after which he desired some informa- 
on concerning that person. He was no sooner acquaint- 
d that the gentleman was a new author, and that his first 
lece was to be published in a few days, but he drew 
is sTTord upon him, and, had not my servant luckily 
aught him by the sleeve I might have lost one author 
pon the spot, and another the next sessioris. 

Upon recollecting all these circumstances, Mr. Lintot 
^as entirely of opinion, that he had been mad for some 
Imc ^ and 1 doubt not, but this whole narrative must 
iifRcieutly convince the world of the excess of his 
*enzy. It now remains, that I give the reasons which 
bliged me, in my own vindication, to publish this whole 
ufortuuate transaction. 

Iq the first place, Mr. John Dennis had industriously 
aused to be reported, that I entered into his room vi et 
mds^ either out of a design to deprive him of his life, or 
f a new play called Coriolanus, which he has had 
eady for the stage these four years. 

Secondly ; he has given out, about Fleet-street and 
be Temple, that I was an accomplice with his book- 
eller, who vbited him with intent to take away di- 
ets valuable manuscripts, without paying him copy 
noney. 

Thirdly; he told others, that I am no graduate physi- 
ian, and that he had seen me upon a mountebank 
tage in Moorfields, when he had lodgings in the college 
here. 

Fourthly ; knowing that I had much practice in the 
ity, he reported at the royal exchange, custom-house, 
md other places adjacent, that I was a forei^a^^'^n^^n^' 
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plojed by the Freoch kiog to coDvey him ioto France f 
that I bouDd him hand and foot; and that, if his fnend 
had not burst from his coDfioemeDt to his relief, he had 
been at this hour in the Bastile. 

All which several assertions of his are so very extra* 
Tagant, as well as inconsistent, that I appeal to all man- 
kind, whether this person be not out of his senses. I 
shall not decline giving and producing farther proofs of 
this truth in open court, if he drives the matter so far. 
In the mean time I heartily forgive him, and pray that 
the lord may restore him' to the full enjoyment of his uu- 
derstanding : so wisheth, as bccomcth a christian, 

ROBERT NORRIS, M. D. 

From my house on Soow-hill, 
July the 30tb, 171a 

God save the Queen, 
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OF A HORRID AND BARBAROl'S 

REVENGE BY POISON, 

ON THB BODY OF 

MR. EDMUND CURLL, 

BOOKSELLER J* 

WITH A FAITHFUL COPY OF HIS 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT. 

PUBLISHED BY AN EYE WITNESS* 



History furnishes us with examples of mBUj satiri- 
cal authors, who have fallen sacrifices to reveoge^ but 
not of any booksellers, that I know o( except the unfor- 
tunate subject of the following paper; I mean Mr. Ed- 
mund Curll, at the Bible and Dial in Fleet-street, who 

* The memorj of Edmund Curll has been tranimitted to posterity 
with an obloquy he little deserved. Whatever were his demerits as a 
bookseller, they were amply atoned for by his indefotigable industry 
in preserving our National Remainfl. Nor did he publish a siofle 
volume, but what, amidst a prcrfusion of base metal, contained some 
precious ore, some valuable reliques, which fatore coUecton coQld no 
where else have found. N. 
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was jesterday poisoned by Mr. Pope, after having Ured 
many yean ao instance of the mild temper of the British 
nation. 

Every body knows, that the said Mr. Edmund Cuiil, 
on Monday, the 26th instant, published a satirical (nece^ 
enUtled Court Poems, in the preface whereof they 
•were attributed to a lady of quality, Mr. Pope, or 
Mr. Gay; by which indiscreet method, thoug;h he had 
escaped one revenge, there were still two behind in re- 
serve. 

Now, on tlie Wednesday ensuing, between the hours 
of ten and eleven, Mr. Lintot, a ueighbotu'ing bookseller, 
desired a conference with Mr. Curil about settling a title- 
page, inviting him at the same time to take a whet toge- 
ther. Mr. Pope, who is not the only instance bow per- 
sons of bright parts may be carried away by the iosti- 
gation of the devil, found means to convey himself iato 
the same room under pretence of business with Mr. Lin- 
tot, who, it seems, is the printer of his Homer. Tins 
gentleman, with a seeming coolness, reprimanded Mr. 
Curll for wrongfully ascribing to him the aforesaid 
poems : he excused himself by declaring, that one of 
his authors (Mr. Oldmixon by name) gave the copies to 
the press, and wrote the preface. Upon thb JVIr. Pope, 
being to all appearance reconciled, very civilly diank 
a glass of sack to Mr. Curll, which he as civillj pledg- 
ed ; and though the liquor in colour and taste differed 
not from common sack, yet was it plain by the paugs 
this unhappy stationer felt soon after, that some poison- 
ous drug had been secretly infused therein. 

About eleven o'clock he went home, where his wife 
observing his colour change, said, '' are you not sick, 
my dear ?" He replied, ** bloody sick ;'' and incooti- 
neqtly fell a vomiting and straining in an uncommon 
90 d unnatural maaaer, the contents of his vomiting be« 



POISONING OF EDMUND CtJRLL. 34f 

log as green 8$ grass. His irife had been just reading 
a book of her husband^s priotiDg conceroidg Jane Wheu' 
bam, the famous witch of Hertfcnrd, and her mind mis^ 
gave her, that he was bewitched ; but be soon let her 
know that he sui^cted poison, and i-ecounted to hery 
between the intervals of his yawnings and retchings^ 
everj circumstance of his interview with Mr. Pope. 

Mr. Lintot in the mean time coming in, was extreme- 
ly afirighted at the sudden alteration he observed in bim : 
" Brother Curl 1," says he, "^ I fear you have got the 
vomiting distemper ; which I have heard, kills in half 
an hour. This comes from your not following my ad- 
vice, to drink old hock in a morning as I do, and abstain 
from sack." Mr. Curll replied in a moving tone, 
*^ Tour author's sack I fear has done my business*-' 
" Z— ds," says Mr. Lintot, " my author !— Why did 
not you drink old hock ?" Notwithstanding which 
rough remonstrance, be did in tlie most friendly manner 
ptem him to take warm water ; but Mr. Curll did with> 
great obstinacy refuse it : which made Mr. Lintot infer, 
that he chose to die, as thinking to recover gieater 
damages. 

AH this time the symptoms increased violently, with 
acute pains in the lower belly. " Brotlier Lintot," 
says he, ** I perceive my last hour approaching; do me 
the friendly office to call my partner, Mr. Pemberton; 
that we may settle our worldly affairs.'' Mr. Lintot, 
Hke a kind neighbour, was hastening out of the room, 
while Mr. Curil raved aloud in this manner : " If i 
survive this, I will be revenged on Tonson ; it was he 
first detected me as the printer of these poems, and I 
will reprint these very poems in his name." His wifn 
admonished him not to think of revenge, but to take 
edTe of his stock and his soul : and in the same iostanl 
Mr. Lintot, whose goodness can uevet b^ ^^ske*^ ^^ 

v1 
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pbaided, returned with Mr. PembertoD. After wme 
tears joiotly shed bj these humane hcwksellers, Mr. ' 
Gurll beiog, as he said, in his perfect saraes, though in I 
great bodily pain, immediatelj proceeded to make a ver- 
bal will, Mrs. Curll having first put on his nightcap, ia 
the foilowiog manner i 

GhsMTLBMSM — In the fivst place, I do sincerely pray 
forgiveness for those indirect methods I have pursued 
in inventing new titles to old books, putUng authors' 
names to things they never saw, publishing private quar- 
rels for public entertainment ; all which I hope win be 
pardoned, as being done to get an honest livelihood. 

I do also heartily beg pardon of all persons of honour,^ 
lords spiritual and temporal, gentry, bui^gesses, and coin- 
nonalty, to whose abuse I have any or every way coih 
tributed by my publications : particularly, I hope it will 
be considered, that if I have vilified his grace the duke 
of Marlborough, I have likewise aspersed the late duke 
of Ormond ,- If I have abused the honourable Mr. Wal- 
pole, I have also libelled the Lord Bolingbroke: so that 
I have preserved that equality and impartiality, which 
becomes an- honest man in times of faction and divi- 
sion. 

I call my conscience to witness, that many of these 
things, which may seem malicious, were done out of 
charity ; I having made it wholly my business to print 
for poor disconsolate authors, whom all other booksellers 
lefiise. Only God bless Sir Richard Blackmore ! you 
know he takes no copy-money. 

The second collection of poems, which I groundless- 
ly called Mr. Prior's, will sell for nothing, and has no^ 
yet paid the charge of the advertisements, which I was 
obliged to publish against him : therefore you may as well 
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sQppress the edition, and beg that geotlemao's pardon in 
the name of a dying christian. 

The French Cato, urith the criticisan showing how 
superior it is to Mr. Addison's (which I wickedly as- 
ciibed to Madam Dacier) may be suppressed at a rea- 
sonable rate, being damnably translated. 

I protest I have no animosity to Mr. Rowe, having 
printed part of Callipaedia, and an incorrect edition of 
his poems without liis leave in quarto. Mr. Gildon's 
Rehearsal, or Bays the younger, did more harm to me 
than to Mr. Rowe; though upon the futh of an honest 
man, I paid him double for abusing both him and Mr. 
Pope. 

Heaven pardon me for publishing the Trials of Sodc^- 
Hiy in an Elzevir letter t but I humbly hope, my print- 
ing Sir Richard Blackmore's Essays will atone for them. 
I beg that you will take what remains of these last 
(which is near the whole impression, presents excepted) 
and let my poor widow have in exchayagji the sole pio^ 
perty of tlie copy of madam Mascranny. 

[Here Mr. Fembeiton interrupted^ and wmddhyna 
means consent to this articUt about which some dispute 
might have arisen tmbecoming a dying persouy tf Mr. 
Lintot had not interposedy and Mr. Curll wrinUed.^ 

[What this poor unfortunate man spoke afterward, 
was so indistinct, and. in such broken accents (being per- 
petually interrupted by vomitings) that the reader is 
entreated to excuse the confusion and imperfecUoa of 
this accoiuit.J 

Dear Mr. Pemberton, I beg you to beware of the v» 
dictment at Hicks's Hall for publiahing Rocbciter'» 

pa 
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bawdj poems ; that copy will otiierwise be my best le- 
gacy to ruy dear wife, and helpless child. 

The Case of Impotence was my best support ^11 tlie 
last loog vacation. 

[In this last paragraph Mr. Curll^s voice gtew msre 
free ; for his vondt'mgs abated upon his dejeeOom^ md 
he spoke what follows from his dosestooL'] 

For (lie copies of noblemen's and bishops* Last With 
and Testaments, I solemoiy declare, I printed then not 
with any purpose of defamation : but merely as I thought 
those copies lawfully purchased from Doctors Conmoos, 
at one shilling a piece. Our trade in wills tumiiig to 
small account we may divide them blindfold. 

For Mr. Manwaring's Life, I ask Mrs. Oldfield's par- 
don : neither his nor my Lord Halifax's lives, though 
tliey were of service to their country, were of any to 
me : but I was resolved, since I could not print their 
works while they Jived, to print their lives after they 
were dead. 

While he was speaking these words, Mr. Oldmixon 
entered. ^ Ah ! Mr. Oldmixon," said poor Mr. Curil, 
^ to what a condition have your works reduced me ! I 
die a martyr to that unlucky preface. However, ia 
these my last moments, I will be just to all men ; you 
riiall have your third share of the Court Poems, as was 
stipidated. When lam dead» where will you find another 
bookseller ? Tour Protestant Packet might have support- 
ed you, had you writ a little less sctmrilously ; there is 
a mean in all things." 

Here Mr. Lintot interrupted, ^ Why not find another 
bookseller, brother Curll?^ and then took Mr. Old- 
mixoD aside and whispered him : ^^ Sir, as soon as Curll 
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Is dead, I shall be glad to talk with you over a pint at 
the DevU." 

Mr. Curll now tuniiog to Mr. PembertoD, told him, 
he had several taking titlepages, that only wanted trea- 
tises to be wrote to them; and earnestly desired, that 
wheD they were written, his heirs might have some share 
of the profit of them. 

After he had said this, he fell into horrible gripings^ 
upon which, Mr. Lintot advised him to repeat th&LordV 
. Prayer. He desired his wife to step into the shop for a 
Common Prayer Book, and read it by the help of a can- 
dle without hesitation. He closed the book, fetched a 
groan, and recommended to Mrs. Curl] to give forty shil- 
lings to the poor of the parish of St. Duostan's, and a 
week's wages advance to each of his gentlemen-authors, 
with some small gratuity in particular to Mrs. Centlivre* 

The poor man continued for some hours, with ali his 
disconsolate family about him in tears, expectbg his final 
dissolution ; when, of a sudden, he was surprisingly re- 
lieved by a plentiful fetid stool, which obliged them all 
to retire out of the room. Notwithstanding, it is judged 
by Sir Richard Blackmore, that the poison is still latent 
in his body, and will infallibly destroy him by slow de* 
grees in less than a month. It is to be hoped, the other 
enemies of this wretched stationer will not farther pursue 
their revenge, or shorten this short period of his misera- 
ble life. 
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The public is already acquainted with the manner of 
Mr. Curll's empoisooment, bj a faithful, though unpolite 
historian of Grub-street. I am but the conlinuer of his 
history ; yet I hope a due distinction will be made be- 
tween an undignified scribbler of a sheet and a half, 
and the author of a threepenny stitched book, like my- 
self* 
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" Wit," says Sir Richard Blackmore,* « proceeds 
from a coacurrence of regular and exalted fermeDts, and 
an a£9ueoce of aDinial spirits rectified and refined to a 
degree of purity/' On the contraiy, when the ingenious « 
particles rise with Uie vital liquor, they produce an ab- 
straction of the rational part of the soul, which we corn- 
Hionly call madness. The verity of this hypothesis is 
justified by the symptoms with which the unfortunate 
Edmund Curll, bookseller, has^ been afflicted, ever since 
bis swallowing the poison at the Swan-tavern, in Fleet- 
street For though the neck of his retort, which carries^ 
up the animal spirits to the head, is of an extraordinary 
length f yet the said animal spirits rise muddy, being 
contaminated with the inflammable particles of this uo- 
common poison. 

The symptoms of his departure from his usual temper 
of mind were at first only speaking cirilly to his cus- 
tomers, singeing a pig with a new purchased libel, and 
refusing two-and-ninepence for Sir Richard Blackmore V 

Essays. 

As the poor man's frenzy increased, he began to void 
his excrements in hb bed, read Rochester's bawdy poems 
to his wife, gave Oldmixon a slap on the chops, and 
would have kiissed Mr. Pemberton's a — by violence. 

But at last he came to such a pass, that he would dine 
upon nothing but copper-plates, took a clyster for a whipt; 
syllabub, and made Mr. Lintot eat a suppository for ar 
radish, with bread and butter. 

We leave it to every tender wife to imagine, how 
sorely all this afflicted poor Mrs. Curll: at first she pri- 
vately put a bill into several churches, desuring the 
prayers of the congregation for a wretched stationer dis- 
tempered in mind. But when she was sadly convinced 

* Essays, Vol. It. 
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that his misfortune was public to all the world, she writ 
the foUowiog letter to her good neighbour Mr. Lintot. 

A true Copy of Mrs. Curll*s Letter to Mr. Lintot. 

«• Worthy Mr. Lintot, 

^* You and all the neighbours inow too ivell the 
frenzy with which mj poor man is visited. I never 
perceived he was out of himself, till that melancholj 
day, that he thought he was poisoned in a glass of sack ; 
upon this he ran vomiting all over the house, nay, io the 
Dew-washed dining-room. Alas ! this is the greatest ad- 
versity that ever befel my poor man, since he lost oae 
testicle at school by the bite of a black boar. Good 
Lord I if he should die, where should I dispose of the 
stock ? unless Mr. Pemberton or you would help a dis- 
tressed widow : for God knows, he never published aoy 
books that lasted above a week, so that if we wanted 
daiiy books, we wanted daily bread. I can write na 
more, for I hear the rap of Mr. Curll's ivory-beaded 

cane upon the counter. Pray recommend me to your 

pastrycook, who furnishes you yearly with tarts in ex- 
change for your paper, for Mr. Curll has disobliged 
ours since his fits came upon him ,*< — before that, we ge- 
nerally fived upon baked meals. He is coming in, and 
I have but just time to put his son out of the way, for 
fear of mischief: so wishing you a merry Easter, I i-e- 
main your. 

Most humble servant, 

C. CURLL." 

** P. S. As to the report of my poor husband's steal- 
ing o'caU it is really groundless, for he always binds in 
dieep." 
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But return we to Mr. Curll, who all Wednesday con- 
tinued outrageously mad. On Thursday he had a lucid 
interval, that enabled him to send a general summons to 
all his authors. There was but one porter, who could 
perform this oifice, to whom he gave the following bill 
of directions, where to find them. This bill, together 
with Mi-s. Curll's original letter, lie at Mr. Lintot's shop 
to be perused by the curious. 

Instructions to a Porter how to find Mr. Curll's 

Authors. 

*' At a tallow-chandler's in Petty France, half way un- 
der the blind arch : ask for the historian. 

At the Bedstead and Bolster, a music-house in Moor- 
fields, two translators in a bed together. 

At the Hercules and Still in Vinegar-yard, a school- 
master with carbuncles on his nose. 

At a blacksmith's shop in the Friers, a pindaric writer 
in red stockings. 

In the Calendar-mill-room at Exeterchange, a com- 
poser of meditations. 

At the three Tobacco-pipes in Dog and Bitch yard, 
one that has been a parson ; he wears a blue camblet 
coat trimmed with black : my best writer against reveal- 
ed religion. 

At Mr. Summers', a tliief-catcher's, in Lewkner's 
lane, the man who ^Tote against the impiety of Mr. 
Howe's plays. 

At the Farthing-pye-house in Tooting-fields, the young 
man who is writing my new pastorals. 

At the laundress's, at the Hole in the Wall in Cursi- 
tor's alley, up three pair of stairs, the author of my 
Church History, — if his flux be over— you may abo 
speak to the gentleman, who lies by him in the flock 
bed, my index-maker. 
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The cook^s wife* in Buckiogham-court; bid her bring 
aloog with her the similes, that were lent her fcnr her 
uext Qcw play. 

Call at Budge-row for the gentlemaD you used to go 
to in the cockloft; I have takeu away the ladder, but 
Lib landlady has it in keeping. 

I don't much care if you ask at the Mint for the old 
beetlcbrowed critic, and the purblind poet at the alley 
over against St. Andrew's, Holborn. But this as you 
have time." 

All these gentlemen appeared at the hour appointed 
in Mr. Curll's dining-room, two excepted; one of whom 
was the gentleman ia the cockloft, his landlady beiog 
out of the way, and the Qradus adPamassum taken 
down ; the otlicr happened to be too closely watched 
by the baillfis. 

They no sooner entered the room, but all of tbem 
showed in their behaviour some suspicion of each other; 
some turning away their heads with an air of contempt : 
others squinting with a leer, that slK)wed at once fear 
and indignation, each with a haggard abstracted mien, 
the lively picture of scorn, solitude, and sliort commons 
So, when a keeper feeds his hungry charge of vultures, 
pautliers, and of Lybian leopards, each eyes hb fellow 
with a fiery glare — high hung, the bloody liver tempts 
tlieir maw : or as a housewife stands before her pales, 
surrounded by her gee&e; they fight, they hiss, they 
cackle, beat tiieir wings, and down is scattered as the 
' winter's snow, for a poor grain of oat, or tare, or barley : 
Such looks shot through the room transverse, oblique, 
direct ; such was the stir and din, iill Curll thus spoke 
^ut without rising from his closestool :) 

* Mra. Centlivre. BL 
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** Whores and authors must be paid beforehand to put 
them ID good humour ; therefore here is half a crowa 
apiece for jou to driok jour owo healths, and coofusioD 
to Mr. Addisou, aud all other successful writers. 

^' Ah, gentlemen t what have I not done, what have I 
not suiferetl, rather than the world should be deprived 
of your lucubrations ; I have taken involuntary purges,, 
I have been vomited, three times have I been caned> 
once was I hunted, twice was my head broke by a grena- 
dier, twice was I tossed in a blanket ; I have bad boxea 
ou the ear, slaps on the chops ; I have been frighted^ 
pumped, kicked, slandered and beshitten. I hope, 
gentlemen, you are all convinced, that this author of 
Mr. Lintot*8 could mean oothing else but starving jou, 
by poisoning me. It remains for us to consult the best 
and speediest method of revenge.*' 

He had scarce done speaking, but the historian pro- 
posed a history of his life. The £zeter>ezchai]ge gen- 
tleman was for penning articles of his faith. Some pret- 
ty smart pindaric, says the red-stocking poet, would ef^^ 
fectually do his business. But the index-maker said, 
there was notliing like an index to his Homer. 

After several debates, they came to the following re-^ 
solutions : 

•' Resolved, That every member of this society, ac- 
cording to his several abilities, shall contribute some 
way or other to the defamation of Mr. Pope. 

*« Ret^olved, That toward the libelling of the sai4 
Pope, there be a sum employed not exceeding six pounds 
sixteen shillings and ninepence (not including adver- 
tbements.) 

*' Resolved, That Mr. Dennis make an affidavit be- 
fore Mr. Justice TuUy, that in Mr, Pope's Homer there 
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aic several paisages contrary to the established rules oC 
our sublime. 

" Resolved, That he has on purpose, in several pas- 
sages, perverted the true ancient heathen sense of Homer, 
for the more effectual propagation of the popish re- 
ligion. 

^ Resolved, That the printing of Homer's Battles 
at tliis juncture has been the occasion of all the disturb- 
ances of this kingdom. 

** Ordered, That Mr. Bamivelt* be invited to be a 
member of this society, in order to make farther disco- 
veries. 

** Resolved, Thai a uumber of effective erratas be 
raised out of Pope^s Homer (not exceeding 1746) aod 
that every gentleman, irho ghall send in one error, for 
hb encouragement shall have the irhole works of ihis 
society gratis. 

" Resolved, That a sum not exceeding ten shilliogs 
and sixpence be distributed among the members of the 
society for coffee and tobacco, in order to enable tbem 
the more effectually to defame him in coffee-bouses. 

^ Resolved, That toward the further lessening the 
character of the said Pope, some persons be deputed to 
abuse him at ladies' tea-tables, and that in consideratien 
our authors are not well dressed enough, Mr. C — y and 
Mr. Ke — 1 be deputed for that service. 

^ Resolved, That a ballad be made against Mr. Pope, 



* The Key to the Lock, a pamphlet written hy Mr. Pope, in which 
the Rape of the Lock wai with great Mlemnitj proved to be a poli- 
tical libel, was published in the nani<e of Esdrai Baroivelt, apotho- 
caiy. H. 
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afid that Mr. OldroixoD,* Mr. Gildoo,t aad Mn. Cent- 
livre| do prepare and turiDg in the same. 

'' Resolved, That above all, some effectual ways and 
means be found to increase the joint stock of the repu« 
tation of this society, which at present is exceeding low, 
and to give their works the greater currency ; whether 
by raising the denomination of the said works by coun- 
terfeit title-pages, or mixing a greater quantity of the 
fine metal of other authors with the alloy of this society. 

^' Resolved, That no member of this society for the 
future mix stout in his ale in a morning, and that Mr. 



remove from the Hercules and Still. 



'' Resolved, That all our members (except the cook's 
wife) be provided with a sufficient quantity of the vivi* 
fying drops, or Byfield's sal volatile. 

*' Resolved, That Sir Richard Blackmorell be ap- 
pointed to endow this society with a large quantity of 
regular and exalted ferments, in order to enliven their 
cold sentiments (being his true receipt to make wits)." 

* John OldmixoQ, Esq. (digftified in the Tattler hy the naiqe of 
Omicrofij the unborn poet) author oi ** Refleeticmi on Dr. Swift*f 
Tjetter to the earl of Oxford about the English Tongue, 171t }** of 
many poems, and some plays : but his most capital performance was 
t]ie " Critical History of England." He was all fail life a party 
writer for hire *• and after having felsified Daniel's Chronicle in ma* 
ny places, he charged three eminent persons with falsifying Lord 
Clarendon's history, which was disproved by Dr. Atterbury, bishop 
of Rochester, the only survivor of them. He died July 9, 1742. H. 

t Gildon, a writer of criticisnsand libels, who abused Mr. Pope in 
several pamphlets and books printed by Curll. H. 

X Mrs. Susannah Cenllivre, the " slip-shod Sibyl" in the Dunciad, 
book III. verse 15, was the wife of Mr. Centlivrc, yeoman of the 
mouth to his mn^esty, and wrote a soog before she was seven years 
old, and many plays : she wrote also a baUad against Mr. Pope*i 
Homer, before he began it H. 

II Sir Richard Blackmore, in his Essays, vol. ii. p. 270,aeca8edMr. 
Pope, in very high and sober terms, of prophantness and immorality^ 
on the mere report of Carll, that he was author of 8 traveitie on tt« 
first Psalm. H. 
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These resolutioos being Uken, the assembly was readj^ 
to break up, but tliey took so near a part in Mr. CurlFs 
Afflictions, that none of them could leave him without 
giving him some advice to reinstate him in his health. 

Mr. GildoD was of opinion, that io order to drive a 
pope out of his bellj, he should get the mummy of some 
deceased moderator of the general assembly in Scotland 
to be takeo inwardly as an effectual antidote against an* 
lichrist ; but Mr. Oldmixon did conceive, that the liver 
of the person who administered the poison^ boiled in 
broth, would be a more certain cure. 

While the company were expecting the thanks of Mr. 
Chirll for these demonstrations of their zeal, a whole pile 
of Sir Richard's Essays on a sudden fell on his head ; 
the shock of which in an instant brought back his deli* 
rium. He immediately rose up, overturned the close- 
stool, and beshit the essays (which may probably occa- 
sion a second edition) then without putting up his 
breeches, in a most furious tone lie thus broke out to 
his books, wldch bis distempered imagination represent- 
ed to him as alive, coming down from tijeir shelves, 
fluttering their leaves, and flapping their covers at him : 

Now G — d damn all folios, quartos, octavos, and du- 
odecimos ! ungrateful varlets that you are, who have so 
long taken up my house without paying for your lodg- 
ing ! Are you not a beggarly brood of fumbling journey- 
men ; boro in garrets among lice and cobwebs, nursed 

up on grey pease, bullock's liver, and porter's ale? 

Was not the first light you saw, the farthing candle I 
paid for ? Did you not come before your time into dirty 
sheets of brown paper ? — And have I not clothed you 
in double royal, lodged you handsomely on decent 
shelves, laced your backs with gold, equipped you whh 
spleudid titles, and sent you into the world with the 
names of persons ot qu^UVy ? Must I be always plagued 



CONDITION OF EDMUND CURL. 365 

with you ? Why flutter ye your leaves and flap ycur 
covers at me ? Damn ye all, ye wolves in sheep's cloth- 
ing ; rags ye were, and to rags ye shall return. Why 
bold you forth your texts to me, ye paltry sermons ? — 
Why cry ye, at every word to me, ye bawdy poems ? 
To my shop at Tunbridge ye shall go, by G — , and 
thence be drawu like the rest of your predecessors, bit 
by bit, to the passage-house : for in this present emo- 
tion of my bowels, how do I compassionate those who 
have great need, and nothing to wipe their breech with ! 
Having said this, and at the same time recollecting 
that his own was unwiped, he abated of his fur}^, 
and with great gravity applied to that function the 
unfinished sheets of the conduct of the earl of Notting- 
ham. 
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i. STRANGE, BUT 

XRUE RELATIOK, 

HOW 

MR. EDMUND CtJRLL, 

OF FLEET STREET, STATIONER, 

Out of ao extraordioary desire of hicre, went iota 
^Chaoge alley, and was coDverted from tbe Christian 
religioo by certain eminent Jews : and how he was 
circumcised and initiated into their mysteries. 



AvABicB (as Sir Richard, in the third page of his 
Essays, has elegantly observed) is an inordinate impulse 
of the soul, toward the amasung or heaping together a 
superfluity of wealth, without the least regard of apply** 
ing it to its proper uses. 

And how the mind of man is possessed with this vice, 
may be seen every day both in the city and suburbs 
thereof. It has been always esteemed by Plato, Pufien- 
dorf, and Socrates, as the darling vice of old age : but 
now our young men are turned usurers and stockjobbers; 
and, instead of lusting after the real wives and daughters 
of our rich citizens, they covet nothing but their mo- 
ney and estates. Strange change of vice! when the 
concupiscence of youlU is couverted into the covetous- 
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ness of age, and those appetites are now become venal, 
uhich should be veoereal. 

Iq the first place, let us show you how many of the 
ancieot worthies and heroes of aDtiquitj, have been un- 
done and ruined by this deadly sin of avarice. 

I shall take the liberty to begin with Brutus, that 
uoble Roman. Does not £tian inform us, that he re- 
ceived fifty broad pieces for the assassination of that 
repowned emperor Julius Cassar, who fell a sacrifice to 
the Jews, as Sir Edmund Bury Godfrey did to the 
papists? 

Did not Themistocles let the Goths and Vandals into 
Carthage for a sum of money, where they barbarous- 
ly put out the other eye of the famous Hannibal ? as 
Herodotus has it in his ninth book upon the Roman 
medals. 

Even the great Cato (as the late Mr. Addison has 
very well observed) though otlierwise a gentleman of 
good sense, was not unsullied by this pecuniary con- 
tagion ; for he sold Athens to Artaxerxes Longimanus 
for a hundred rix- dollars, which in our money wiQ 
amount to two talents and thirty sestertii, according to 
Mr. Demoivre's calculation. See Hesiod in his seventh 
chapter of Feasts and Festivals. 

Actuated by the same diabolical spirit of gain, Sylla, 
the Roman consul, shot Alcibiades the senator with a 
pistol, and robbed him of several bank bills and 'chequer 
notes to an immense value ; for which he came to an 
untimely end, and was denied chrbtian burial. Hence 
comes the proverb, incidat in Syllam. 

To come near to our own times, and give you one 
modern instance, though well known and often quoted 
by historians, viz. Echard, Dionysius Halicainassus, 
Yirgil, Horace, and others. 'Tis that, I mean, of the 

VOL. XXIII. ci 
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lamoiis Oodfrej of BuUoigne, one of the great heroes of 
the holy war, who robbed Cleopatra, queeD of Egypt, of 
» diamond necklace, ear-rings, and a Tompion's gold 
tratch (which was given her bj Mark Antliony ) all these 
things were found in Godfrey's breechea^pocket, when 
be was killed at the siege of Damascus. 

Who then can wonder, after so many great and il- 
lustrious examples, that Mr. Edmund Curll the sta- 
tioner should renounce the Christian religion for the 
mammon of unrighteousness, and barter his predous&itb 
for the filthy prospect of lucre in the present fluctuatioa 
of stocks ? 

It having been observed to Mr. Curll by some of 
his ingenious authors (who I fear are not overchaiged 
with any religion) what immense sums the Jews had 
got by bubbles,"^ &c. he immediately turned his mind 
from the business in which he was educated, but thrived 
little, and resolved to quit hb shop for 'Change alley. 
Whereupon falling into company with the Jews at their 
club at the sign of the Cross in Comhill, they b^an to 
tamper with him upon the most important points of the 
Chrbtian faith, which he for some time zealously, and 
like a good Christian obstinately defended. They pro- 
mised him Paradise, and many other advantages here- 
after, but he artfully insinuated, that he was more in- 
clinable to listen to present gain. They took the hin^ 
and promised him, that immediately upon his conver- 
sion to their persuasion he should become as rich as ft 
Jew. 

* Bubble was a name given to all the extravagant progeets, ffc 
trhieh sobscriptions were raised, and negotiated at vast pr«Buimii ia 
'Change alley, in the year 1720. A name, whick alhided to their 
production by the ferment of the South Sea, and not to their cpIeS' 
dour, emptineffs, and inutility : for it did not become a name of rt- 
proach in this case^ till time completed the metaphor, and the ^bbie 
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Thej made use likewise of several other arguments; 
to wit, 

That the wisest man that ever was, and inasmuch 
the richest, beyond all perad venture was a Jew, videlicel^ 
Solomon. 

That David, the man after God's own heart, wa^ 
a Jew also. And most of the children of Israel are sui^ 
pected for holding the same doctrine. 

This Mr. Curll at first strenuously denied, for in*- 
4ieed he thought them Roman Catholics, and so far 
vas he from giving way to their temptations, t^at to 
convince them of his Christianity he called for a pork 
griskin. 

They now promised, if he would poison his wife, 
and give up his griskin, that he should marry the rich 
Ben Maymon's only daughter. This made some lm« 
pression on him. 

They then talked to him in the Hebrew tongue^ 
which he not understanding, it was observed, had very 
great weight with him. 

They now, perceiving that his godliness was onty 
gain, desisted from all other ailments, and attacked 
him on his weak side, namely, that of avarice. 

Upon which John Mendez offered him an eighth of 
an advantageous bargain for the Apostles' creed which 
he readily and wickedly renounced. 

He then sold the Nine-and-Thirty Articles for a 
bull ;^ but insisted hard upon black-puddings, being « 
great lover thereof. 

* Bulls and bearf. He who sells that cif which he is aot ponened 
urproverbiaU^ said ** to sell the skin before he has caught the bear.** 
It was tiie practice of stock-jobbers, in the year 1720, to enter into 
contract for transferrinc South-Sea stock at a future time for a certain 
price; but he wha contracted toseU had flreqaentlj no stack to tran»- 
fer« Dor did he who bought intend to lecme wit *^ vsoaK5qi»»sA^ 
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Joehua Fereira engaged Jto let him share withbim 
in his bottomry ; upon this he was persuaded out of 
hb Christian name ; but he still adhered to black-pud- 
dings. 

Sir Gideon Lopez tempted him with forty pound sub- 
acription in Ram's bubble ; for which he was content to 
give up the four evangelists, and he was now completed 
a perfect Jew, all but black-pudding and circumcision : 
for both of which, he would have been glad to have had 
a dispensation. 

But on the 17th of March, Mr. Curll (unknown to hii 
wife) came to the tavern afoi*csaid. At his entraoce 
into the room, he peixeived a meagre man with a 
sallow countenance, a black forky beard, and long 
vestment. In his right hand he held a large pairef 
shears, and in his left a red hot searing-iron. At sight 
of this, Mr. Curll's heart trembled within him, aod 
fain would he retire; but he was prevented by sii | 
Jews, who laid hands upon him, and unbuttoning bk 
breeches, threw him upon the table, a pale pitiful spet- 
tacle. 

He now intreated them, in the most moving tone of 
voice, to dispense with tliat unmanly ceremonial, which, 
if they would consent to, he faithfully promised that he . 
would eat a quarter of paschal Iamb with them the next 
Sunday following. j 

All these protestations availed him nothing, for thej 
threatened him, that all contracts and bargains sliould be 
void, unless he would submit to bear all the outward and 
visible signs of Judaism. 

his bargain : the seller was therefore called a bear, in allusioD to the 
proverb ; and the buyer a bull, perhaps only as a simflar diltiBctkm. | 
The contract was merely a wager to be determined by the rise ot 
fall of stock ; if it rose, tiie seller paid the difference to the bojcr 
proportioned to the sum determined by the same compotatioD to tte 
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Our apostate hearing this, stretched himself upon his 
back, spread his legs, and waited for the operation : but 
when he saw the high-priest take up the cleft stick, he 
roared most unmercilully, and swore several Christian 
oaths, for which the Jews rebuked him. 

The savour of the effluvia that issued from him, con- 
vinced the old Levite, and all his assistants, that he 
needed no present purgation, wherefore, without farther 
anointing him, he proceeded in his office ; when, bj an 
unfortunate jerk upward of the impatient victim, he lost 
five times as much as ever Jew did before. 

They, finding that he was too much circumcised, 
which, by the ieviticai law, is worse than not being cir- 
cuimcised at all, refused to stand to any of their con- 
tracts : wherefore, they cast him forth from theii- syna- 
gogue : and he now remains a most piteous, woful, and 
miserable sight, at the sign of the Old Testament and 
Dial in Fleet-street; his wife (poor woman) is at this 
hour lamentiog over him, wringing her hands and tear- 
ing her hair; for the barbarous Jews still keep, and ex- 
pose at Jonathan's and Garraway's, the memorial of her 
loss, and her husband's indignity. 



PRAYER 
(to save the stamp."^) 

*< Keep us, we beseech thee, from the hands of such 
barbarous and cruel Jews, who albeit they abhor the 

* All Fornu of Prayer and Thanksgiving, Bookf of Devotion, &c. 
being excepted in the statute of 12 Anne, (1712) charging pamphlets 
and papers contained in half a iheet with one halfpenny, and eveiy 
iueh paper, being one whole iheet, with a itamp^^ vf one peiwy 
for ^fery copy. H. 
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blood of black-puddings, yet thirst they vehemeotlj tS/b 
'the blood of white oDes. And that we may avoid sudi 
like calamities, may all good and well disposed Chii^ 
tiaos be warned by this unhappy wretch's woful example; 
•to abominate the heinous sia of avarice, which, sooner or 
later, will draw them into the cruel cltUcbes of satai^ 
papists^ srfld stockjobbers. Attcn/' 
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THOUGHTS 

ON 

VARIOUS SUBJECTS- 

BY MR. POPE » 



Party is the madness of many, for the gaiu of a 
few. 

There oever was any party, faction, sect, or cabal 
ivbatsoever, in ivhich the most ignorant were not the roost 
violent ; for a bee is not a busier animal than a block- 
head. However, such instruments are necessary to po- 
liticians ; and perhaps it may be with states as with 
clocks, which roust have some dead weight hanging at 
them to help and regulate the motion of the finer and 
more useful parts. 

To endeavour to work upon the vulgar with fine 
sense, is like attempting to hew blocks with a razor. 
Fine sense and exalted sense are not half so useful as 
common sense : there are forty men of wit to one man 
of sense : and he that will carry nothing about him but 
gold, will be every day at a loss for want of readier 
change. 

Learning is like mercury, one of the most powerful 
and excellent things in the world in skilful hands : in 
unskilful, the most mischievous. 

* See Swift's Thoughts od Various Sulgccts, Vol, XIV. N. 



364 THOUGHTS ON 

The nicest constitutioos of goyeriunent are ofteD like 
the finest pieces of clockwork ; which, depending on so 
many motions, are therefore more subject to be out of 
order. 

Every man has just as much vanltj as he wants un- 
derstanding. 

Modesty, if it were to be recommended for nothing 
else, this were enough, that the pretending to litUe, 
leaves a man at case ; whereas boasting requires perpe- 
tual labour to appear what he is not. If we have sense, 
modesty best proves it to others : if we have none, it 
best hides our want of it. For, as blushing will some- 
times make a whore pass for a virtuous woman, so mo- 
desty may make a fool seem a man of sense* 

It is not so much the being exempt from faults, as the 
having overcome themt that is an advantage to us : it 
being with the follies of the mind, as with the weeds of 
a field, which, if destroyed and consumed upo^ the place 
of their birth, enrich and improve it more than if none 
had ever spniog there. 

To paitlon those absurdities in ourselvea, which we 
cannot suffer in others, is neither better nor worse than 
to be more willing to be fools ourselves than to have 
others so. 

A man should never be ashamed to own he has been 
in the wrong, which Is but saying, in other words, that 
he is wber to-day than he was yesterday. 

Our passions are like convulsion fits, which, though 
they make us stronger for the time, leave us weaker ever 
after. 

To be angry, is to revenge tlie fault of otheis upon 
ourselves. 

A brave man thinks no one his superior who does hia 
an injury; for he has it then in his power to make him- 
self superior to the other, by forgiving it. 
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To relieve the oppressed, is the roost glorious act a 
mao is capable of; it is ia some measure doing the bust- 
ness of God and Providence. 

Superstition is the spleen of the soul. 

Atheists put on a false courage and alacrity in the 
nl^idst of their darkness and apprehensions : like chil- 
€h«o, who, whea they go in the dark, will sing for fear. 

An athiest is but a mad, ridiculous derider of piety : 
but a hypocrite makes a sober jest of God and religion. 
He finds it easier to be upon his knees, than to rise to 
do a good action ; like an impudent debtor, who goes 
every dvy and talks familiarly to his creditor, without 
ever paying what he owes. 

What Tully says of war, may be applied to disputing ; 
it should be always so managed as to remember, that the 
only end of it b peace : but generally true disputants 
are like true sportsmen, their whole delight is in (he pur- 
suit : and a disputant no more cares for the truth, tfaav 
the sportsman for the hare. 

The scripture, in time of disputes^ is Mke an open 
towu in time of war, wlilcii servts ii]d!frei*entiy the oot 
casions of both parties : each makes use of it for the 
present turn» and then resigns it to the next comer to do 
the same. 

Such as are still observing upon others, are like those 
who are always abroad at other men's houses teformin|^ 
every thing there, while their own run to ruin. 

When men grow virtuous in their old age, they oa]j 
make a sacrifice to God of the devil's kavinga 

When we are young, we are slavishly employed iii> 
procuring something whereby we may live comfortably 
when we grow old ; and when we are old we perceive 
it^is too late to live as we proposed. 

People are scandalized, if one laughs at what tbe|^ 
call a serious thing. Suppose I were to bns^ w^^^ 
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cut off to-morrow, and all the world were talking oi it 
to-day, yet why might not I laugh to thbk, what a bus- 
tle 18 there about my head ? 

The greatest advantage I know of being thought a 
wit by the world, is, that it givei one the greater free- 
dom of playing the fool. 

We ought, in humanity, no more to despise a man for 
the misfortunes of the mind, than for those of the body, 
when they are such as he cannot help. Were this the* 
roughly considered, we should no more laugh at one 
for having his brains cracked, than for having fais head 
broke. 

A man of wit is not incapable of business, but above 
it. A sprightly generous horse is able to carry a pack* 
saddle as well as an ass, but he is too good to be put to 
the dnidgery. 

Wherever I find a great deal of gratitude in a poor 
nan, I take it for granted, there would be as much ge- 
nerosity if he were a rich man. 

Flowers of rhetoric, in sermons and .terious <&• 
courses^ are like the bhte^oid red 'fl ow cm in ccnr, pleas- 
ing to them who come only for amusement, but pr^odi* 
cial to him who would reap the profit. 

When two people compliment each other with the 
choice of any thing, each of them generally gets that 
which he likes least. 

He who tells a lie is not sensible how great a task he 
undertakes ; for he must be forced to invent twenty 
more to maintain that one. 

Giving advice is, many times, only the privilege of 
saying a foolish thing one's self, under pretence of hin- 
dering another from doing one. 

It is with followers at court as with followers oo the 
road, who first bespatter those that go befinre, and dien 
tread on iheit heels. 



VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 367 

False happiness Is like false money ; it passes for a 
time as well as the true, and serves some ordinary oc- 
casions : but when it is brought to the touch, we find 
the lightness and allay, and feel the loss. 

Dastardly men are like sorry horses, who have but 
just spirit and mettle enough left to be mischievous. 

Some people will never learn any thing, for this rea- 
son, becadse they understand every thing too soon. 

A person who is too nice an observer of the business 
of the crowd, like one who is too curious in observing 
the labour of the bees, will often be stung for his curi« 
osity. 

A man of business may talk of philosophy^ a man 
who has none may practise it.* 

Tiiere are some solitary wretches, who seem to have 
left the rest of mankind, only as Eve left Adam, to 
meet the devil is private. 

The vanity of human life is like a river, constantly 
passing away, and yet constantly^coming on. 

I seldom see a noble building, or any great piece of 
magnificeBce and pomp, but 1 4hink, bow little is all this 
to satisfy the ambition, or to fill the idea, of an immortal 
soul ! 

It is a certain truth, that a man is never so easy, or 
so little imposed upon, u among people of the best sense : 
it costs far more trouble to be admitted or continued in 
ill company than in good ; as the former have less ua- 
dentanding to be employed, so they have more vani^ 
to be pleased ; and to keep a fool constantly in good 
humour with himself, and with others, is no veiy easy 
task. 

The difference between what is commonly called or* 
dinary company and good company, Is only hearing the 

* The same lentioieiit occon in a letter froia Boliosbroke to Swift. 
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Hune thingB said io a little room or in a large saloon, it 
flnall tables or at great tables^ before two candlei w 
iweoiy scoDces. 

It is with Darrow-souled people as with narrow-oecked 
bottles : the less they have in them the more noiae tiicj 
make io pouring it out 

Many men have been capable of doing a wise Aing, 
more a eunoing thing, but very few a generous thing. 

Since it is reasonable to doubt most things, we shouM 
most of aU doubt that reason of ours, which would de- 
monstrate all thiDg8» 

To buy books, as some do who make no use of them^ 
only because they were published by an eminent prin* 
ter : is much as if a man should buy clothes that did 
not fit him, only because they were made by some fa- 
mous tailor. 

It is as offennve to speak wit hi a fool's company, as 
it would b^ ill manners to whisper in it ; he is displeased 
with both for the same reason, because he b i|;oorant of 
what is said. 

False critics rail at false wits, as quacks and impos- 
tors are still cautioning us to beware of counterfeits, 
and decry others cheats only to make more way for their 
own. 

Old men for the most part are like old chronidies, 
that give you dull but true accounts of time past, and 
are worth knowing only on that score. 

There should be, methinks, as little merit ui loving a 
woman for her beauty, as in loving a man for his pn»> 
perity ; both being equally subjiect to change. 

We should manage our thoughts in composing any 
work, as shepherds do their flowers in making a garland : 
first select the choicest, and then dispose them ia the 
most proper places^ where they give a lustre to each 
oAer* 
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As handsome children are more a dishooour to a de- 
formed father than ugly ones, because unlike himself ; 
so good thoughts, owned by a plagiary, bring him more 
shame than liis own ill ones. When a poor thief appears 
in ridi garments, we immediately know they are none 
of his own. 

Humao brutes, like other beasts, find snares and a 
poison in the provisions of life, and are allured by their 
appetites to their destruction. 

The most positive men are the most credulous ; since 
they most believe themselves, and advise most with the 
falsest flatterer, and worst enemy, their own self-love. 

Get your enemies to read your works, in order to mend 
them ; for your friend is so much your second self, that 
he will judge too like you. 

Women use lovers as they do cards ; they play with 
them awhile, and when they have got all they can by 
them, throw them away, call for new ones, and then per- 
haps lose by tlie new ones all tliey got by the old ones. 

Honour in a woman's mouth, like an oath in the 
mouth of a gamester, is ever still most used, as their 
truth is most questioned. 

Women, as they are like riddles^ in being unintelligi- . 
ble, so geiierally resemble them in this, that they please 
us no longer when once we know them. 

A man, who admires a fine woman, has yet no more, 
reason to wish himself her husband, than one who ad- 
mired the Hesperian fruit, would have had to wish him- 
self the dragon that kept it. 

lie who marries a wife, because he cannot always 
live chastely, is much like a man, who, finding a few 
humours in his bo<1y, resolves to wear a perpetual 
blister. 
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Married people, for beiog so closely united, are bat 
the apter to part ; as knots, the harder they are pollecl, 
break the sooner. 

A family is but too often a commonwealth of malig^ 
nants : what we call the charities and ties of alSnity, 
yrove but so many separate and clashing interests : the 
aoo wishes the death of the father ; the younger brother 
that of the elder ; the elder repines at the sisters por- 
tions : when any of them marry, there are new diTisioDs 
and new animosities. It is but natural and reasonable 
to expect all tl^ and yet we fancy no comfofet but in a 
family. 

Authors in France seldom speak ill of each other, but 
when they have a personal pique ; authors in England 
seldom speak well of each other, but when they have a 
personal friendship. 

There is nothing wanting to make all rational and di&^ 
interested people in the world of one religion, but that 
they should walk together every day. 

Men are grateful in the same degree that they are re- 
senUuL 

The longer we live, the more we shall be convinced, 
(hat it is reasonable to love God, and despise man, as 
far as we know either. 

That character in conversation, which commonly passes 
lor agreeable, is made up of civility and falsehood. 

A short and certain way to obtain the character of a 
reasonable and wise man, is, whenever any one tells yoa 
his opinion, to comply with it. 

What is generally accepted as virtue in women, is 
very different from what is thought so in men : a very 
good woman would but make a paltry man. 

Some people are commended for a giddy kind of good 
humour, which is as much a virtue as drunkenness* 
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Those people odIj will coDstaDtlj trouble 70U with 
doing little offices for them, who least deserve you should 

do BDJ. 

We are sometimes apt to wonder to see those people 
proud, who have done the meanest things ; whereas a 
consciousness of having done poor things, and a shame 
of hearing of them, often make the composition we call 
pride. 

An excuse is worse and more terrible than a lie : for 
an excuse is a lie guarded. 

Praise is like ambergris; a little whifTof it, and bj 
snatches, is very agreeable ; but when a man holds a 
whole lump of it to your nose, it is a stink, and strikes 
you down. 

The general cry is against ingratitude, be sure the 
complaint is miBplaced, it should be against vanity. 
Kone but direct villains are capable of wilful ingrati* 
tude ; but almost every body is capable of thinking he 
has done more than another deserves, while the other 
thinks he has received less than be deserves. 

I never knew any man in my life, who could not ben 
another's misfortunes perfectly like a Christian. 

Several explanations of casuists, to multiply the cata* 
logue of sins, may be called amendmeats to the ten com* 
mandments. 

It is observable that the ladies frequent tragedies more 
than comedies: the reason may be, that in tragedy 
their sex is deified and adored, in comedy exposed and 
ridiculed. 

The character of covetousness is what a man gene» 
rally acquires more through some niggardliness, or ill 
grace, in little or iacouBiderable things, than in exf^» 
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tes of SLUj consequence. A veiy few pounds a jeu 
would ease that man of the scandal of avarice. 

Some men's wit is like a dark lantern, which serves 
their own turn, and guides them their own way : but is 
uever known (according to the Scripture phrase) either 
to shine forth before men, or to glorify their Father in 
Heaven. 

It often happens that those are the best people, whose 
characters have been most injured by slanders ; as we 
usually find that to be the sweetest fruit, which the birds 
have been pecking at 

The people all running to the capital city, is like a 
confluence of all the animal spirits to the heart; a 
symptom that the constitution is in danger. 

The wonder we often express at our neighlDours keep* 
ing dull company, would lessen, if we reflected^ that 
most people seek companions less to be talked to than to 
talk. 

Amusement is the happiness of those that cannot 
think. 

Never stay dinner for a clergyman, who is to make a 
morning visit ere he comes, for he will think it his duty 
to dine with any greater man that asks him. 

A contented man is like a good tennis-player, who 
never fatigues and confounds himself with running eter- 
nally after the ball, but stays till it comes to him. 

Two things are equally unaccountable to reason, and 
not the object of reasoning ; the wisdom of God, and the 
madness of man. 

Many men, prejudiced early in disfavour of mankind 
by bad maxims, never aim at making friendships ; and, 
while they only think of avoiding the evil, miss of the 
good that would meet them. They begin the world 
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koares) for pteveDtioo, while others only end so afiter 
disappoiDtmeot. 

The greatest things and the most praiseworthy, that 
can be done for the public good, are not what require 
great parts, but great honesty : therefore for a king to 
make ao amiable character, he needs only to be a man 
of common honesty, well advised. 

No woman hates a man for being in love with her ; 
but many a woman hates a man for being a friend to 
her. 

The eye of a critic is often, like a microscope, made 
so very (ine and nice, that it discovers the atoms, grains, 
and minutest particles, without ever comprehending the 
whole, comparing the parts, or seeing all at once the 
harmony. 

A king may be a tool, a thing of straw ; but if he 
serves to frighten our enemies, and secure our property, 
it is well enough : a scarecrow is a thiug of straw, but 
it protects the corn* 

Notwithstanding the common complaint of the knave- 
ry of men in power, I have known no great ministers, or 
men of parts and business, so wicked as their inferiors; 
their sense and knowledge preserve them from a hun- 
dred common rogueries ; and when they become bad, it 
is generally more from the necessity of their situation, 
than from a natural bent to evil. 

Whatever may be said against a premier or sole mi- 
uister, the evil of such a one, in an absolute government^ 
may not be great : for it is possible, that almost any mi- 
nister may be a better man than a king born and bred. 

A man coming to the waterside is surrounded by all 
the crew : every one is officious, every one makes ap- 
plications, eveiy one offering his services; the whole 
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bHitk of the place seeim to be only for Mm* TfaesaiR 
auui going from the watenide, no noise is made about 
bim, no creature takes notice of him, all let liim pass 
with atter neglect ! — ^the picture of a minister when be 
comes into power, aid when he gods oQl. 
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